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Vaude Show Formula Quite Bullish 
On Some Air Waves for New Season 


ee ne bine 4 


Lineup of new business around 
the networks has suddenly gone 
bullish. Rush of commercials to 
climb aboard the ether bandwagon 
started off strong early last week. 
Result is that advertising agencies 
report they are having no easy time 
eecuring choice hours for October 
siarting dates. Situation described 
as particularly prevailing in NBC. 

Application for the daytime 
periods is nothing in comparison. 
J.ots of wide open morning and af- 
ternoon spaces right through Octo- 
ber on the charts of either of the 
national chains, with the sales de- 
partments doubtful of making any 
notable showing here until after the 
evening time has been pretty well 
gold up. There’s even some question 
whether they will reach last year’s 
high in the amount of facilities re- 
tailed through 1932, On the other 
hand, the strong start obtained the 


(Continued on page 33) 


POLITICS VIA RADIO. 
BURNS DIXIE PRESS 


Birmingham, Sept. 5. 

Because Dixie newspapers believe 
the two candidates for President 
have not played fair with the news- 
papers and are favoring the radio, 
the Southern Newspaper Publishers’ 
Association has raised a howl, 

James Stahlman, president, and 
publisher of the Nashville ‘Banner,’ 
protested that radio ‘largely by rea- 
s0n of its novelty and extravagant 
claims of vast nightly audiences, 
which are extremely doubtful, reaps 
the financial rewards and gets the 
most breaks on respective releases.’ 

He further said that as a result 
of the raw deal newspapers had 
been given by the politicians that 
southern newspapers do not feel 
that they should be called upon to 
bear a part of the expense in bally- 
hooing the merits of the presiden- 
tial hopes. 

StahIlman went so far as to write 
feiters to Chairmen Farley and San- 
ders of the Democratic and Re- 
publican National Committees 
claiming discrimination in favor of 
reaio. He cited instances at the 
two national conventions when poli- 
ticians went out of their way to 
favor radio men and actually 
snubbed newspapermen., 

In his letter he said, ‘I cannot ex- 
Press to you, and through you to 
your associates in the campaign or- 
Banization, in too vigorous terms, 
the feeling of newspapers of the 
country.’ 

A.P. newspapers throughout the 
South carried Stahlman’'s statements 
and played them up. One or two had 








them on page one of the Sunday 
@€citions 

The southern field is a tricky one 
for the politicians this year because 
of the prohibition question and 
Pariy leaders are apt to take the 
complaint of the papers pretty seri- 
@usly 





—And Bicarbonate 





Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Depression technique in the 
mitt-reading guild has the for- 
tune tellers making odd in- 
ducements. In front of one 
prognosticator’s parlor a pim- 
ply youth wearing 2a turban 
cries out: 

‘Come in and have your 
business analyzed for 50c. with 
a lobster luncheon.’ 
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FINALE FOR 
HIPP IN N. Y. 


? 

Hippodrome, New York, rings 
down its curtain as a show place 
this fall since RKO is giving up its 
option for a renewal of its lease at 
the request of the owners of the 
house, the City Bank-Farmers Trust 
Co., of New York. Latter are plan- 
ning to convert the theatre into 
commerciat property and has re- 
quested RKO to remove its equip- 
ment from the house. 

Hipp is famous in theatre annals 
as the birthplace of big sight shows 
and spectacular stage presentations. 
Of late years it has been operated 
by RKO alternately as a combo 
house and a straight film spot. 

More recently the house experi- 
enced financial difficulties, with 
foreclosure placing the spot in the 
hands of the present banker-owners. 


Girl Cappers, $5 Nightly 
For Coast Gambling Spots 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


Extra girls, who have the neces- 
sary wardrobe, are being used as 
cappers at one of the swank gam- 
bling spots along the boulevard. 
They are booked through an agency. 

Girls are paid $5 a night to make 
a noise like money around the ta- 
bles. They are on duty from seven 
until 1:30, and are changed fre- 
quently, no girl being permitted to 
work more than two nights a week. 


$100,000 FOR AIR FOOTBALL 
San Francisco, Sept. 5. 
Associated Oil Co. will use NBC 








and Don Lee-CBS networks to 
broadcast all western football 
games. Gas concern will describe 
69 games aver CBS and 77 over 
NBC. 


Part of the recent deal made be- 
tween radio and football execs when, 
in return for broadcasting privileges 
at all games, radio men agreed to 
spend nearly $190,000 in publicizing 
gridiron events, 
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STICKS CLAMOR FOR SHOWS 





+ 


45 WAS, BROKEN 
TIME AVAILABLE 


Outside UBO Which Is Con- 
centrating on Key Towns 
—Erlangers and Shubert 
in Competitive Clash on 
B’way Bookings — Inde- 
pendent Sure if Pool 
Doesn’t Handle Demand 





CHEAPER FARES NOW 





There are at least 300 towns and 
cities east of the Colorado line that 


are available for road attractions. 
There may be booked at this time 
between 30 and 35 weeks of broken 
time—one, two and three night 
stands. This is entirely separate 
from the spots being handled by 
the new legit circuit, the United 
Booking Office, although the latter 
can handle the smaller stands. 

It is an open field with house 
managers in increasing number 
asking for legit shows. It is an en- 
tirely different situation from that 
of the past four years, when vast 
territory was closed to legit and 
the jumps were so :ong transporta- 


(Continued on page 37) 


Advantages of 
Aw Commercial 
Tops the Stage 


The white-haired favorites of the 
theatre—the radio commercial ar- 


tists—are now viewed by the out- 
side-looking-in aspirants to micro- 
phonic fame as the ‘easy money’ 
bunch because the air is now re- 
garded as the acme of ideal public 
performance by professionals. It 
beats a route or a run on Broadway 
by miles. 

A radio commercial period means 
generally anywhere from 13 to 52 
weeks solid, further fortified by a 
chain network's contract for sus- 
taining time to take up any lapse. 
It also means staying in one spot 
at quick and easy money. No trav- 
eling, hotel bills, makeup, and hours 

(Continued on page 32) 
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Studios’ Wonder Boy 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Archie Hall completed a 20- 
year stretch on the U lot this 
week 
What's the difference what 
he does? 














Show Business 





Chicago, Sept. 5. 
Chorus girls, many of them 
graduates from the better 
class picture house ballets and 
schools, are trouping through 
the sticks in girl acts. They 
do toe, acrobat, tap and gen- 
eral ballet and get $3 a day. 
Traveling by bus, sleeping 
in $l-a-night hotels, the girl 
acts, of which there are not 
less than 10 or 12 working 
out of Chicago, do from three 
to five performances a day and 
play as many as seven towns 
in a week. 











CLASS NITERY 
FOR CHI FAIR 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

A deluxe night ciub to operate 
during the World’s Fair and on the 
grounds is in process of consumma- 
tion. Sophie Tucker is the central 
figure in the idea and will be hos- 
tess for the six months’ engage- 
ment if the deal goes through, 

Forthcoming Fair will differ from 
other expositions in running wide 
open until midnight, or later in- 
stead of folding at sundown, De- 
sire for a class cabaret with floor 
show is to attract the big spenders 
while the cheaper attractions lure 
the hoi polloi. 

Sophie Tucker has rounded up 
backing which is prepared to put 
up the necessary $35,000 to create 
the open air garden contemplated. 
Further negotiations await the re- 
turn here of Nat Rodgers, chief of 
concessions for the Exposition. 


178,000 SIGN PETITION 
TO RETAIN RADIO ACT 


Cleveland, Sept. 5. 
Gene and dropped by 
Spang Bakeries, will stay here to do 
26 weeks for Standard Oil. They 
start Sept. 19. 
In four years the team has built 
up to the point of becoming a local 


institution, When Spang failed to 
;renew, fans made a loud and col- 











Glenn, 














$16,750 a Night for Big Pageant 
At Toronto Faw, Despite Off Gate 


+” 


Toronto, Sept. §. 
Wet weather and lowered attend- 
ance at the Canadian National Ex- 
hibition this year has sent carnival 
business 20% lower than last year, 
but there’s still a week to go and 


the final seven days are always 
stronger, The Ex is a biz pick-up, 
however, for hotels, restaurants, 


railways and steamship lines, In- 
dicative of the importance of this 
show is the presence here of offi- 
cials of the comng Chicago World's 
Fair, who are avowedly adopting 
ideas, especially on the amusement 
end. 

Chief money-maker at the Expo 
is the pageant staged nightly before 
the grandstand, It’s practically ca- 
pacity business due to the patriotic 
spirit engendered by the recent Im- 
perial Economic Conference, Seats 
are scaled from $1.50 down to two- 
bits. With a 25,000 capacity, night- 
ly average shows 10,000 seats gross- 
ing $12,000 and 15,000 grossing $3,- 
750. Added to this total of $15,750 
nightly is another $500-$1,000 stand- 
ing room. 

Four-Hour Show 


It’s nearly a four-hour show, bill 
having pageant, 30 aerial and ani- 
mal acts plus Schooley's Revue 
from Chicago, with a 36-girl line. 
Pageant has 15 bands, 1,500 players 


(Continued on page 47) 


CAN'T STOP CHISELERS 
CHISELING—IN RENO 


Reno, Sept. 5. 

Just when the proprietors of 
Reno's various night clubs and boot- 
legging resorts were congratulating 
themselves on the lucky breaks they 
had had during the summer, a squad 
of dry raiders from California 
dropped into town and knocked 
over the Heidelberg Inn and the 
Camel, two of the best known spots 
in town. They not only arrested 
the bartenders but they moved out 
everything in the two places in- 
cluding the cuspidors. 

The Heidelberg night club was 
equipped with wooden tables on 
which the names of hundreds of 
celebrities as well as university stu- 
dents, were carved. It reopened a 
few days later with new tables and 
they are now pretty well carved up. 











Victor’s Pvt. Recorded 
Disks as New Biz Outlet 


RCA Victor Co, is cultivating a 
new field of revenue by pressing 
and selling records of radio ad- 


lective squaw di icks a : 
ent on” . brcey cricks also dresses delivered by heads of fra« 
protested and started a petition| ternal orders and other organiza< 
campaign to keep the pair in town. | tions 
| Petitions with over 178,000 names A two-sided record of a recent 
j are believed chiefly instrumental in speech given by Martin H. Car- 
putting over the deal with the oil| mody, supreme knight, over a na- 
firm, tion-wide hookup on the celebra- 
Singing comedians will broadcast] tion of K. of C.’s 50th anniversary 
| over WTAM with programs being | ig heing sold to K, C, members 
‘relayed to WLW, Cincinnatt, for $1. ae 
RRR: OCT ae 8 
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lactis of Films Blow Hot 


and 


Cold When Seeing Themselves on 
Screen, U.S. Background Best Bet 


American filmdom thinks it 
discovered that there is no screen 
background so appealing to the 
world at large as a Yankee locale. 
It’s one of the basic angles of film 
making which became s:bmerged 
when companies went in for every 
kind of foreign background to im- 
press foreign customers and over- 
come the dialog handicap. 

The theory that countries, and 
some particular localities, have 
background favorites is mostly fal- 
lacious. Only one exception to be 
noted. That's when a domestic film 
is a glorifier of a particular locality. 
Which may explain why most west- 
erns impel an attracting b.o. in the 
western and southwestern localities 
of the U. S. However, college films 
seldom stampede college town the- 
atres. 

It's the native glorification angle 
that seems to count. 

The gangster cycle is an example 
although the quality angle of the 
story and the logic of the conti- 
nuity must be taken into account, 
Where as the even fair gangster 
film which completely flopped in a 
big city? 

A contradiction to this entire the- 
ory are jungle films in Africa and 
India. Take it from those who have 
been there, an animal film has yet 
to get really big money in those 
localities. 





Creditors Force Ratoff 
Into Bankruptcy in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Unable to obtain leniency on 
creditors’ claims, Gregory Ratoff 
was forced to file a petition in bank- 
ruptey last week. Actor had been 
earning $1,000 a week at Radio for 
26 weeks, but has received only $2,- 
300 of that amount, remainder be- 
ing attached by creditors. 

Liabilities were $30,994 and as- 
sets, mainly two productions of 
‘Girl Crazy’ in Chicago and Holly- 
wood warehouses, listed at $10,- 
$76. 

Jack Stebbins, house manager at 
the Chinese, has also filed bank- 
ruptcy plea, listing $43,092 owed and 
wearing apparel valued at $400 as 
sole asset. Top creditor is Arthur 
Stebbins, his brother, to whom he 
is indebted for $18,089. Detroit the- 
atrical and film firms are listed for 
over $8,000, and others’ include 
Marco, $1,500; Meyer Davis, $750; 
Ben Jackson, $100 and H. Mathieu, 
N. Y. costumer, $750. 





Non-Salaried Juve Goes 
In M-G’s Coaching School 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

James Bush, juvenile, and from 
the stage, has been admitted to 
Metro’s coaching school to study 
film technique. He had a part in 
‘Prosperity.’ 

Actor, without a contract and not 
on the payroll, is the first non- 
salaried player okayed by Metro for 
free training, 
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Betty’s Fish Story 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Evelyn Brent, in an exami- 
nation of assets brought about 
by Stanley Rose, bookseller, 
who holds’ a $125 judgment 
against her was discharged 
when she testified she had 
nothing of vaiue except a lot 
at Noah Berry’s Trout farm. 
Same day Rose's store was 
attached by John Mann, his 
landlord, for $600 back rent. 
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WILL MAHONE 


This Week, Paramount, New York 

The San Francisco ‘News’ said: 
‘Will Mahoney is the funniest danc- 
er on record. When on the stage 
he is accompanied by howls and 














Hard-to-Spot Chic 
Off Warner’s Payroll; 
Sisn 3 from Stage 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Warners has dropped Chic Sale, 
who was at the studio on a three 
picture yearly contract. Found him 
too hard to cast. 
Aline MacMahon, brought from 
New York four times during the! 
past year on one picture contracts, 
has been given a termer. Studio 
finally figured it was cheaper to 
keep her here than pay transporta- 
tion. 
Frank McHugh and Glenda Far- 
rell, latter from stage, have also 
been given termers by Warners. 
Miss Farrell repeated her stage part 
in ‘Life Begins’ for the screen. 


HEAVY MALE ‘NAME’ 
LINEUP FOR ‘LANCER’ 


- 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Paramount is going heavy on 
masculine name value for its ‘Lives 
of a Bengal Lancer.’ So far listed 
are Gary Cooper, Freddie March, 
Clive Brook and Richard Arlen. 
Stephen Roberts has been given 
the directorial :.ssignment on this 
story for which Ernest Schoedsack 
went to India for atmospheric foot- 
age. 











Nine Goldwyn Chorines 
Get Break and Options 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Nine of the 65 chorus girls picked 
by Sam Goldwyn for ‘Kid from 
Spain’ have been given optional 
contracts, Among the group is 
Paulette Goddard, Reno .divorcee, 
who crashed pictures several 
months ago with a Roach contract. 
Others are Edith Rourke, Chi- 
cago model: Consuela Baker, Pasa- 
dena society femme, Toby Wing, 
Vivian Mathison, Jennie Gray and 
Marian Sayres. 


Radio’s Two This Year 
With Katherine Hepburn 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Katherine Hepburn, brought here 
by Radio from New York legit for 
‘Bill of Divorcement,’ gets a con- 
tract for two pictures a year. Ar- 
rangement allows her to continue 
with her stage work. 

Agreement, specifying two in the 
next 12 months, carried options for 
four additional years. 





MISS JOHANN REASSIGNED 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Universal is retaining Zita Johann 
for ‘Imhotep.’ 

If not used in this, actress will 
hold over for ‘Laughing Boy,’ re- 
cently postponed, but for which she 
was originally engaged, 





shrieks of laughter. Mahoney winds 
up his swell performance with his 
one and only xylophone dance, that 
alone is worth the price of admis- 
} sion.’ 





Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


WB-Sianwyck in New 
Contact Confab as 
Star Refuses Option 











Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


Though Warners has _ notified 
Barbara Stanwyck that her option 
will be taken up for another year, 
the star so far has refused to recog- 
nize it, claiming the required pe- 
riod had expired before the studio 
announced its renewal. 


Trouble arose through the origi- 
nal contract, signed Aug. 1, 1931, 
being set back 15 days before go- 
ing into effect. Star claims that 
despite this option renewal called 
for Aug. 1, 1932, and that it was 
cancelled when studio failed to noti- 
fy before Aug. 15. 


Conferences between the studio 
and Miss Stanwyck are scheduled 
the star will have a new contract 
drawn. 


Extra Placements Jump 
1,520; One Set Uses 540 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Extra placements climbed again 
to another high, hitting a total of 
8,382 last-week. This is an increase 
of 1,523 over the previous seven 
days. Biggest day was Wednesday 
(30) when 2,096 players worked. 
Same day saw’the biggest set of 
the week, 540 people in a theatre 
scene at the Shrine auditorium for 
Radio’s ‘Eighth Wonder.’ 








Rogers-Hart-Par Deal 
Up After U. A. Film 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


Dick Rogers and Larry Hart have 
as yet had no negotiations with 
Paramount for a new contract as 
previously reported. Likely matter 
will come up following their work 
on ‘New Yorker,’ Jolson picture at 
United Artists. 

Pair returned to Paramount to 
help in the recording ef ‘Phantom 
President,’ but received Ro remu- 
neration for that. Their tast Para- 
mount salary was $2,750 a week. 





WANTS UNKNOWNS 


Fox After 3 for Jungle Film to Be 
Made in India 








Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Fox is looking for three unknowns 
to play in the Clyde Elliott-James 
|O. Spearman jungle pleture to be 
made in India. 





RADIO KEEPS COLLEGE BOY 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Francis Cockrell, college grad, 
brought to Radio's writing staff on 
suggestion of H. N. Swanson, makes 
the grade. 
Trial period ended, 
goes under a termer. 


Cockrell now 


Bull Fighter Flies 


Sidney Franklin,. the bull .fighter, 
|left by plane Wednesday, (31) for 
ithe Coast. 

He will play. himself in - Eddie 
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Cantor's picture, ‘Kid from Spain,’ 
as well as lend technical advice, 


Studio has called all 
|submit players, who, 
|; will get six month contracts 
$150 weekly top. 

| Unit making the film is due to 
,leave here in three weeks. 


if selected, 





Barthelmess in Ring 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

‘The Sucker,’ prize fight yarn by 

3ertram Millhauser and Beulah 

Marie Dix, has been purchased by 

Warners for Richard Barthelmess. 

Story will be ready for produc- 
jtion in October. 





for this week, with possibilities that | 
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PLUGGING PLUGS 
Studios Now Use ‘Block’ System for 
Commercial Indorsements 

Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Studios now work on a ‘block 
booking’ scheme with 3 magazine 
representatives, who call seeking 
commercial tie-ups from the celebs. 

Mags always wanting the out- 
standers, routine of the studios now 
is: ‘You can have Miss Stars’ in- 
dorsement if you will take Miss 
Doakes and Miss Joakes.’ 

Back of the hold-outs is a move 
to get exploitation for the lesser 
knowns, and explains why lately a 
lot of smaller fry are getting com- 
mercial billing with the big names. 


New Hollywood Gimmick 
Is 75c Service Charge 
On Passes to Studio 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Service charges on passes to a 
film studio is a new idea. Asso- 
ciated studio, former Selig zoo and 
lot, put out 55,000 ducats with a 
| 75-cent nick for adults and a 25- 
cent top for children. Despite re- 
ports that there were plenty of 
visitors, the four youths who dis- 
tributed the passes, have had to ap- 
peal to the labor commission to col- 
‘ect their wages totaling $28.50. 

Passes, large and circusy, ordered 
| the studio gateman to admit bearers 
‘as a-personal favor to President 
Robert Ross'—after collecting the 
service fee. 

Four boys, James Phelan, Joseph 
and Edward McGinty, and Robert 
J. Hume allege that Robert Mc- 
Nulty, publicity director, who hired 
them, stalled on the payup, inform- 
ing them that studio awaits an in- 
|! vestor who will put $600 in the 
business. 


MORGAN AT RADIO, BUT 
‘BARRYMORE IN ‘TOPAZE? 


Hollywood, 
John Barrymore will 
jin ‘Topaze’ by Radio although 
|Frank Morgan, who created the 
leading part in the show, is at the 
same studio under contract. Pandro 
Berman will supervise production. 
Screen treatment of the play was 
by Gene Fowler but it is now in the 
|hands of Howard Estabrook for 
adaptation and continuity. Robert 
Benchley will be held over at the | 
studio to adapt the @ialog. 
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Chinese Actor Wants 
His $6,500 Back 


San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Damage suit filed here by Ma 
Shih Tsiang, Chinese actor, against 
Monarch Pictures Corp., M. Q. Fong 
;}and others. Plaintiff charges he 
put up $6,500 to be a star, but that 
defendants failed to make him 
shine. 

Ma claims he was to be featured 
) in pictures and says he not only 
|; wasn't made a star, but didn’t even 
see a camera. 





Reliance’s U Release 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

| Edward Small is negotiating for 
| the release of his Reliance pictures 
through Universal. 

| First on the slate is ‘Joe Palooka,’ 
| being filmed on the Universal lot, 





with the latter’s contract player, 
Andy Devine, loaned for the lead 
part. 


Purcell Vamps ‘Orchids’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
‘No More Orchids’ is set for a 
rewrite at Columbia. 
Revision is being done by Gert- 
rude Purcell. 


SAILINGS 


Sept. 24 (London to Montreal), Sir 
| Harry Lauder (Letitia). 

















Sept. 8 (London to New York), 
| Senator Murphy (Olympic). 
| Sept. 6 (London to New York), 


| Beatrice Lillie, Gambarelli (Tle de 
| France), 
Sept. 3 (Paris to New York), Rita 





Weiman, Maurice Marks, John 
Hicks, Jr. (Mauretania). | 

Sept. 2 (Paris to New York), 
Irving Rapper, Boris Petroff, Joe | 


Seideiman (Europa). | 
Aug. 31 (New York to London), 
Ambrose S.; Dowling, (Olympic). 
Aug. 31 (Paris to-New York), | 
Andre Daven (Majestic). 
Aug. 30 (New York to Paris) Paul | 
| Robeson (Lafayette), j 





Tuesday, September 6, 1932 


CASTING RADIO 
WITH EYE NoW® 


T0S.A 


San Francisco, Sept. 5, 

Radio is now casting dramatie 
programs with an eye to appear« 
ances as well as mike ability. 

As an instance NBC offers a sugs« 
taining serial, ‘One Man's Family,’ 
Carlton Morse dramatization, which 
is broadcast over the western net« 
work from KGO here. 

Seven members of the cast were 
selected partly because of their 
appearance, With an eye to ultimate 
stage work where visual personality 





is, of course, more important than” 


via the mike. 


Clarence Brown’s Trust 
Fund Shrinks $54,122: 
Bond Values Drop 757 


Los Angeles, Sept: 5. 
Trust fund of $229,900 in securi- 
ties and real estate established by 


Clarence Brown two years ago has 
shrunk $54,122 in value, according 
to papers on file in Superior Court. 
Brown has entered a petition to 
transfer trustee from the: closed 
First National Bank of Beverly Hills 
to Union Bank and Trust Co. of 
Los Angeles. 

Stocks and bonds comprised $69,- 
400 of the total when the trust was 
formed, but at present prices are 
worth only $15,277. Brown’s prop- 
erly, in Beverly Hills, San Bernar- 
dino, Glendale and Hollywood, is 
valued at $164,500. 

Also in the trust is life insurance 
ameunting to $250,000 and film 
rights to three stories, ‘Purple Lim- 
ited,’ by Henry Leverage; ‘Benefits 
Forgot,’ by Honore Willsie, and 
‘When Egypt Went Broke,’ by Hol-+ 
man Day, each appraised at $1. 

Terms of the trust give Brown's 
mother and father the income, in 
the event of his death. 





Fox Unable to Locate 
Name Team for ‘Cavalcade 


Sept. 5. 
Fox super, 
Casting 





Hollywood, 
Start of ‘Cavalcade,’ 
is now listed for Sept. 25. 
difficulties, however, continue to 
surround selection of leads. Fox 
would like an established team on 
top but unable to find the right 
people. 
Clive Brook and Herbert Mundin 
are the only players so far slated. 





Weitzenkorn Hearing on 


Pre-Divorce Alimony Set 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Hearing in Superior court on the 
application of Mrs. Irma May Weit- 
zenkorn for temporary alimony and 
counsel’s fees in her suit for di- 
vorce from Louis Weitzenkorn, will 
be held tomorrow (6). 

All demurrers and motions to 
strike sections from her complaint 
have been overruled. Brand, Zagon 
and Aaron representing Mrs. Weit- 
zenkorn. 





Polo Atmosphere for 
Zanuck Birthday Feed 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Guest list for a stag dinner given 
Darryl Zanuck on his 30th birthday 
tomorrow (Tuesday) has been lim- 
ited to 80 people. Hotel room will 
be laid out as a polo field with 
tables in horseshoe formation. 

Sid Grauman is chairman of the 
informal affair, while other hosts 
are Irving Thalberg, Al Jclson, Sam 
Katz, Jack Warner and Winnie 
Sheehan. 


Atwill for ‘Museum’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 


Lionel Atwill gets the lead part 
in ‘The Wax Museum, for War- 
|ners. Henry Blanke is supervising 
the picture, which is based on an 
unproduce? play by Charlk S. 
Belden. 

Monica Bannister,. extia.girl re- 
cently given a -coniract, is also 


slated for a part. 
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Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Bad influence of censoriess Cali- 
fornia on dialog writers has caused 
Paramount to notify its scribes that 
certain words will be crossed out of 
gcenarios whenever they appear. 

Lists of banned words, while not 
Indicating all that are most likely 
to be cut by censor boards, do pre- 
gent words which have been elimi- 
nated in almost every picture 
wherein they have been used, and in 
every instance by more than one 
group of moral guardians. 

Some of the words are everyday 
slang, such as Hot Mama, lausey, 
punk, nuts, and screwey; but most 
of them are biue shading into plain 





filth. Terms implying profanity, 
such as ‘How in !’ are also 
taboo. 


No Racial Nicknames 

Nicknames which demean a race 
are also banned at Paramount. No 
longer can characters refer to a 
Wop, Chink, Spick, Dago, Hebe, or 
Polack. Smart cracks referring to 
established institutions are also 
blue-pencilled. ‘Dead as a church 
picnic,’ or ‘See you in church,’ in 
the future will be missing. This 
also applies to Boy Scouts, Purity 
League, Red Cross, Army or Navy, 
W.C.T.U., Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. 

Phrases such as ‘On the make,’ 
In your hat’ and ‘You know what 
you can do,’ also come under the 
ban. 

When referring to a woman, alley 


Chippies, cocotte, courtesan and 
dame are also to go. Eunich, fanny 
(when not a given name) and filthy 
(when not meaning soiled), floozy, 
guts, harlot, hell cat, hellion, hellish 
get the cut, too. 

Others that will be missing are 
huzzy, jeeze, madame (referring to 


a brothel), mistress, moll, nertz, 
mude, nursery, pansy. Latter is 
okay if used in a _ horticultural 
sense. 


And no longer will sensitive ears 
hear rump, scut (defined by Webster 
as the ‘tail of a deer’), sex, sexual 
slut, trade (meaning prostitution), 
trollop, virtuous or wench. 

Also eliminated is any reference 
to a farmer's daughter or a travel- 
ing salesman, if made in association 
with a joke. 





Cagney-Warner Tiff 
May Go to Academy 
For Final Arbitration 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Academy conciliation machinery 
fs set for an investigation of the 
Cagney-Warner dispute. This will 
be the first major difference be- 
tween players and producers to be 
handled under the provisions of the 
recently enacted Producer-Academy 
agreement. 

Understood that both parties have 
been approached by Academy di- 
rectors offering the organization for 
arbitration of the case. Back of 
this is the desire to avoid possible 
court action and resultant notoriety 
to the industry. Even though both 
sides should turn down the offer of 
friendly arbitration, the disagree- 
ment will automatically be a subject 
for Academy investigation. 

Under the Academy agreement, 
both employer and employee must 
notify the body whenever an option 
lapses. Cagney has so informed the 
Academy and a memo to this effect 
is on file. Warners contention is 
that the option was taken up and 
that Cagney starts on the new por- 
tion of his contract Sept. 15. 


Schnozzle in Show 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Reports that Jimmy Durante 
turned down overtures made by 
Lew Clayton to join ‘Forward 
March,’ Lew Brown’s musical in 
New York, are incorrect. 











No More Blue-Tinged Words for 
Sensitive Ears in Par Pictures 
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Showmen-Backed Publishing Ven- 
ture of Stars’ Life Stories 








Plans are under way by a syndi- 
cate, backed by showmen for the 
printing of intimate stories of w.k. 
film stars. Intention is to publish 
in brief novel form a compilation of 
intimate stories of stars, along with 
photographs, etc. 

Material is now being collected, 
with Greta Garbo to be the subject 
of the first book. Others will be 
on Clark Gable, Constance Bennett, 
Wallace Beery, Charlie Chaplin, 
Norma Shearer, Marlene Dietrich 
and Maurice Chevalier, with large 
distribution in foreign countries fig- 
ured on. 

Dime type of novels on the stars 
will sell for 15 cents. 


$65,000 Invested, 
Fox with Lita on 
Chaplin Litigation 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

With Superi Court having 
granted Charlie* Chaplin a perma- 
nent injunction’ restraining his 
children from working for Fox, that 
studio is now waiting for the Pro- 
bate Court’s approval of its con- 
tract with Mrs, Lita Gray Chaplin 
for the children’s services. 

Claim is that if the Probate 
Court sanctions the contract the 
Superior Court order will not hold. 
Contract comes before the Probate 
Court Sept. 15. 

Meantime, story of ‘The. Little 
Teacher’ is being prepared by 
Frank Craven and Sam Mintz. If 
the children are prevented from 
working, Lita Gray Chaplin will be 
given another assignment. 

Attorneys for Mrs. Chaplin expect 
to appeal from the decision of Su- 
perior Judge Wood who ruled Fri- 
day (2) that Charles Spencer Chap- 
lin, Jr., and Sydney Earl Chaplin, 
the two sons, were prohibited from 
working without the written con- 
sert of both parents or consent and 
approval of the court. 

W. I. Gilbert, representing Mrs. 
Chaplin, asked for and obtained a 
10 day stay to determine if an ap- 
peal is to be mrade. Prior to the 
ruling, Gilbert had dismissed a writ 
of prohibition set for next Thurs- 
day (8) in the Appellate Court 
which was sought to enjoin Wood 
from hearing the case. 

Fox Film Co. is interested in the 
case, claiming that it has already 
spent $65,000 on ‘Little Teacher,’ 
the story intended for Mrs. Chaplin 
and her sons, ‘The three were to 
get $35,000 for the picture. 


BRYAN, JR., IN PIC ON 
THE SILVER STANDARD 


Maybe William Jennings Bryan, 
Jr., son of the great commoner, will 
go into pictures. He’s been made 
an offer by Warner Bros. to play the 
part of his iliustrious dad in ‘Silver 
Dollar’ this company is making. 

Young Bryan is at present in 
Denver, but hasn’t made up his 
mind as yet on the film offer. 


Col. Calls Connelly 


Walter Connelly’s scheduled en- 
gagement with the Stockbridge 
(Mass.) Repertory Theatre was 
called off when Columbia signed the 
character actor to do two more 
pictures. He expects to return to 
New York for a fall engagement 
under Gilbert Miller. 

Connelly’s wife, Nedda Harrigan, 
who appeared with him in the 
Stockbridge company last year and 
who has played in several of this 























Durante is endeavoring to ar- 
range with Metro to permit him to 
return east and defer completion of 
his screen contract until after the 
show. 

Peggy Kelly Testy 

Peggy Kelly is back in New York 
after five years of picture work for 
Rex Ingram abroad. 

She'll be en route west in a few 
days to test that Holly wood 


summer's productions, may join him 
on the coast. 


Gives ‘Tess’ Air 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
McCrea walked out of ‘Tess 
Storm Country’ at Fox last 
Claimed that his part should 
equal. importance to that 
by Janet Gaynor. 








Joel 
of the 
week, 
be of 
played 





memory. 


New male lead is being sought. 





Request to Press 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Hays office has lettered all 
leading newspapers and maga- 
zines requesting them not to 
reprint the Tallulah Bankhead 
interview which ran in a fan 
magazine recently. 

Request was made after some 
40 publications either reprinted 
in part or editorially com- 
mented on the interview dur- 
ing the past week. 











COAST RESORTS 
FIRST BREAK 
TOO LATE 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Final weekend holiday of the 
summer saw Hollywood deserted 
over Labor Day. Only those ac- 
tually engaged in production re- 


mained here. 

Reservations were capacity at 
Caliente, Arrowhead, Santa Bar- 
bara and other play spots, Catalina, 
with accomodations for 32,000, had 
a ‘sell out’ for the first break the 
resort has had this season. 

Pacific Steamship Co. operated 
two boats on its three-day trip to 
Ensenada, Mexico. Both ships 
booked to capacity. During the 
summer season, the company with 
only one boat operating has had a 
hard time getting the trip off the 
nut. 

Coronado Beach’s tent city and 
the class Coronado hotel also went 
clean for their first capacity crowd 
of the season. 

_Though satisfied with this climax 
business, proprietors wish the be- 
lated spending spree had come 
earlier when it would have given 
them a chance to break even. As 
is, the late capacity crowds won't 
take care of the mid-season red. 








Wrangle on Coast 
Changes Tenor of 


Roosevelt Greeting 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Picture business here upset itself 
politically following the action of 
film stars pledging themselves to 
become members of the honorary 
committee of the industry’s elec- 


trical parade and pageant for Gov- 
ernor Roosevelt. 

Will Rogers is slated for spokes- 
man and Conrad Nagel will be 
master of ceremonies at the event 
to be held in the Coliseum Sept. 24. 
Proceeds go to the M. P,. Relief 
Fund and Marion Davies ortho- 
pedic fund from the performance 
expected to be the biggest of its 
kind ever held locally. 

Los Angeles ‘Herald’ printed that 
the stars who had subscribed were 
on Marion Davies’ committee to 
welcome Roosevelt and that they 
were endorsing his political appear- 
ance here. 

Louis B. Mayer and David Slez- 
nick blazed over the situation with 
the result the matter was taken up 
with Jack Warner, chairman of the 
Roosevelt committee. Also an ap- 
peal was made to Hays. 

Result is that Roosevelt will be 
received at this affair not as a po- 
litical candidate, but as the Gov- 
ernor of New York. He is not to 
talk on politics, but to confine him- 
self to such generalities as he 
chooses, but minus political signifi- 
cance, 








Roland and Bow 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Gilbert Roland wil play opposite 
Clara Bow in ‘Call Her Savage’ 
(Fox). Picture goes into work Sept. 
12 under A. M. Rork. 

Support cast includes Weldon 
Heyburn, Monroe Owsley, David 
Manners, Thelma Todd and Williard 
Robinson. 








WOULD BUY DODD PAPER 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Warners is negotiating for the 
purchase of Claire Dodd's contract 
from Paramount. 
WB is playing with the idea of 
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grooming Miss Dodd for stardom, 


Complaining, Too 





COHAN LEAVING COAST 


Star 





East to Do 2 Shows—Will 
Himself in Musical 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

George Cohan, accompanied by his 
wife, leaves for New York tomor- 
row (Tuesday) following comple- 
tion of ‘Phantom President’ at Par- 
amount. His release is due to the 
studio having no assignment for 
him. Second picture Cohan was to 
do is similar to a film now in work. 

Cohan expects to put ‘House of 
Yesterday’ into rehearsal in New 
York Sept. 20. He will also do an 
untitled musical, starring himself, 
after the November election. 





Australian Cricketers 
Give Picture Mob Laff 


Stopping Play for Tea 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

This town went jolly weil British 
last week end. Occasion was the 
three-day match play cf the Holly- 
wood Cricket Club, made up mostly 
of English picture names, and the 
Australian Cricketers, one of the ace 
teams of the British Empire. 

Aussies came here as guests of 
the H.C.C., with C. Aubrey Smith 
receiving credit for their visit. Aus- 
tralians won all four games, start- 
ing on Thursday, and ending Sun- 
day. Scores for the games were: 
99-209; 114-164, 122-202 and 164-180, 

Hollywood took the short end of it 
all the way around, but the picture 
boys were not discouraged, feeling 
their club made a great showing for 
a one-year-old team. 

Visitors are known as hurricane 
hitters, which means that all are 
cricket Babe Ruths, Team has been 
in this country since early in June. 
Local games were the finals, Aus- 
tralians leaving here this week for 
down under. 

Providing more laughs than the 
games were the spectators, unversed 
in cricket, who felt the playing was 
much too slow. Most of them got 
their mob thrills from hockey, foot- 
ball or baseball, which leaves the 
English game among the also-rans. 
Biggest laugh was calling off the 
play for tea. Team went overboard 
on tea drinking while the fans sat 
in the bleachers trying to figure it 
all out. Players paid no attention 
to their public, but drank their tea, 
and when good and ready returned 
to the playing pitch. 

Hollywood team, organized by 
Smith, is composed of H. B. Warner, 
Boris Karloff, Murray  Kinnell, 
Claude King, R. S. Thomas, Regi- 
nald Denny, H. Maynard, Charles 
Harper, David Roberts, Anthony 
Bushell, and other Britishers con- 
nected with pictures. 


PAR AFTER ATHLETE 
WITH S. A. AND B. 0. 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Paramount, hoping to uncover 
another Weismuller, has joined in 
the search for athletes. Studio 
wants its strong man for ‘King of 
the Jungle,’ an adaptation of C. T. 
Stoneham’s ‘Lion’s Way.’ 

So-far, 20 ex-football players, 
swimmers and runners have been 
tested, but none has fulfilled the re- 
quirements of a modern Hercules 
with screen personality, s.a. and box 
office. 

When the muscled Adonis is found 
he will be given the lead. Douglas 
Doty and Cyril Hume are preparing 











last season in ‘Child of Manhattan 
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Little Hard Work, 


Is Hampering Business Upturn 





Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Adolph Zukor addressed 350 ex- 
hibitors gathered last week for 
luncheon as guests of Paramount- 
Publix at the Drake hotel and told 
them that ‘combinations designed to 
beat down film rentals is the wrong 
way for exhibitors to go about help- 
ing to improve business.’ This was 
aimed at the exhibitors whose rep- 
resentatives, Jack Miller, of M.P. 
T.O.A. and Nat Wolf, of Allied, sat 
on the dias and later replied. 


Zukor's keynote, frequently 
stressed as a _ recurring refrain 
throughout his talk, was ‘go back to 
work.’ Exhibitors had not gotten be- 
hind and pushed in the past. They 
had ridden about in fine auto- 
mobiles and smoked 50c cigars and 
expected fourth and fifth rate em- 
ployees to do the work of operating 
theatres profitably. 

Dwelling upon the admitted diffi- 
culties of theatre operation today 
Zukor pointed out that he, too, was 
an exhibitor but that saving money 
in the projection booth didn't bring 
money into the boxoffice. 

‘Don’t expect to get Paramount 
pictures for a dime,’ Zukor declared, 
‘because you won't get them, And 
don't expect me to solve your prob- 
lems because I'll be busy solving my 
own. And so will everybody else 
that’s down to hard realities. 
You've got to help yourselves by 
better theatre operation, smarter 
exploitation, and going back to 
work. Paramount has got to help 
itself by making better pictures and 
if we don’t we'll suffer the same as 
the complaining exhibitor.’ 

Needed Hertz 

No direct allusion to the Para- 
mount product, picture by picture 
or star by star, was made by Zukor 
but he did repeatedly commend Sam 
Katz as the exhibitor who super- 
vised Paramount production.’ He 
tossed roses in Emanuel Cohen and 
an especially large floral piece went 
to John Heriz, who while not a 
showman was just what Paramount 
had needed, Zukor declared. Zukor 
made a point of his own personal 
rejoicing at the amalgamation of 
Hertz with Paramount, 

Answering for his bunch of ex- 
hibitors Jack Miller lauded Zukor’s 
common sense and moderation of 
statement in not making any 
sweeping generalizations of what 
the Paramount product could or 
would accomplish this year. Miller 
then rapped the Paramount product 
of last year and opined that it had 
been overplentiful with citrus fruit 
and he didn’t mean oranges. Louis 
B. Mayer had once addressed a 
similar gathering, also in the Drake 
hotel, Miller recalled, and had 
promised a drastic improvement in 
Metro product. It took him five 
years to make good his pledge Mil- 
ler affirmed, 

Nat Wolf, v.p. of Allied Exhibit- 
ors, less wisecracky than Miller 
merely spoke of the distress of 
many exhibitors, the difficulties of 
making both ends meet, and the 
fact that many exhibitors were 
working for their employees and 
hadn’t drawn money for their own 
families from their theatres in 
months. This was to offset Zukor's 
warning that price reductions would 
not be forthcoming. 


Miller had ironically remarked 


that he was disappointed at Zu- 
kor’s speech and felt sure that 
every other exhibitor had been, 


‘We expected you to bring us news 


of a 40% cut in film rentals,’ he 
observed. Zukor had been unmis- 
takably clear about that and had 


suggested that the salaries of stars 
was Hollywood's business and that 
exhibitors were not concerned with 
it. 

J. J. Rubens taking up the cudgels 
for Paramount denied that last 
year’s Paramount product ‘had been 


peda: which Max Marcin will] ., lousy.’ Rubens alluded to seif- 

styled showmen being in reality 

ar ee ee phoneys who had ridden the wave 

REG OWEN’S WESTERN of big years and swollen grosses 

ind were only now being exposed 

Hollywood, Sept. 5. in their true light by the depression 

Reginald Owen has been spotte i!and the crying need for actual, not 
by Fox in ‘Robbers’ Roost,’ a| pretended, showmanship, 

George O'Brien western with Mau- Barney calaban ringmastered the 

reen O'Sullivan in the cast. luncheon. An interruption from the 

Owen is the British actor who or = ¢ 1 when one of the 

particularly came to attention in| Schoendstais south side  exhibs, 

the east for his characterization of iade slightly unintelligible 

‘Cardinal Richelieu’ in the lat: peech to contradict Zukor's asser- 

Ziegfeld’s ‘Three Musketeers’ (mu ion that his 60 years made him the 

sical) and appeared in New Yor! idest man in the room. Schoend- 


tat boasted of 78. 
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Federation Only Gets Partial 
Walkout on Call Against Par: 


Plan 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Walkout of members of the Scenic 
Artists Union from Paramount is 
believed the cpening gun in a gen- 
eral strike against all major com- 
panies of the 11 locals, representing 
18 crafts, affiliated with the Fed- 
erated Motion Picture Studio Crafts. 

Workers involved in this first 
strike are scenic artists, set design- 
ers, make-up artists, draftsmen and 
hairdressers. 


Studio was not held up by the 
walkout replacing with non-union 
workers, and in the case of hair- 
dressers by calling in girls from 
local beauty shops. 

The unions failed to muster full 
atrength in the expected withdrawal 
of 300 from Paramount Friday night 
(2). Many ignored orders to quit 
and others who complied with the 
order reported for work again Sat- 
urday. 

Union officials, however, maintain 
that about 200 are out with Para- 
mount officials claiming ‘only about 
60.’ 

No halt in production with the 
jebs being filled immediately. Six 
assistant directors and two. script 
elerks who went out later, returned. 
These people were expelled from the 
union by telegraph on Saturday. 

Studios In Turn 

Unions intend a stagger system of 
strikes against the big lots unless 
the present difficulties are ironed 
out. Under present plans Fox is 
next, this studio having been noti- 
fied that unless an answer is re- 
ceived on the demands made, all 
members of the crafts will not re- 
port to the studio tomorrow (Tues- 
day). Other studios to be similar- 
ly treated at two and three-day in- 
tervals is the plan. 

Only $1 was involved in the initial 
action against Paramount. Strike 
was called as a result of the en-’ 
gaging of a scenic artist for one 
day’s work for which he was paid 
$15. Union officials stated this was 
$i under the new scale iristituted 
as of Aug. 29 but which to date 
none of the producers have recog- 
nized. 

Two days previously the federa- 
tion halted the starting of @ picture 
at Columbia when an effort was 
made to put an assistant director 
end script clerk to work at a week- 
iy salary considered by their union 
below scale. 

Producers Meeting 

So far the producers have shown 
a tendency to play a waiting game 
in this brush with the unions. First 
official recognition of threatened 
trouble was a meeting Friday (2) 
of various production heads at the 
Hays’ office attended by Feed Beet- 
f60n and Victor Clarke, levor con- 
tact, of that body. Decision was to 
await developments. 

None of the unions involved are 
affiliated with the five locals of 
the IATSE or the carpenters or elec- 
tricians who aré signatory to the 
basic studio agreement which has 
two years to run. IATSE also has 
a year’s contract with the inde- 
pendents. These unions have de- 
clared neutrality in the present sit- 
uation. 

Current mixup with the Federated 
unions follows a notification three 
weeks ago that on and after Aug. 
29. a minimum wage scale for ail 
locals would ce in effect with provi- 
siins also for time and a half for 
cvertims over eight hours a day. 

While producers failed to answer 
these demands, unions were wait- 
ing antil the present week’s pay 
envelopes were in to show whether 
ctr not the studios lived up to the 
demands. That the Paramount and 
Columbia matters broke during the 
previous week was due to the en- 
gaging of help, not then working 
at the studios. 








Fox Ed Sells Par 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
The assistant story editor at Fox 
has sold a yarn to Paramount. 
Stanley Garvey dashed off ‘Body- 
guard ’in odd moments and Par has 
taken it for George Raft. 





Young Roxy Writing 
Holywood, Sept. 5. 
Arthur Rothafel, son of Roxy, is 
now On the Radio scenario staff and 
working on “The Web,’ horror story. 
it’s his first writing assignment. 





Stagger System, Fox Next 


DON EDDY RESIGNS 


Quits Radio Sept. 10—Eckels As- 
sumes His Studio Duties 








Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Resignation of Don Eddy as 
Radio studio publicity director was 
handed to R. F. Sisk, home office 
advertising ana publicity chief, 
prior to the latter’s departure for 
the east. 

Eddy leaves Sept. 10 with Eddy 
Eckels, handling studio advertising, 
moving up. Perry Lieber, Eddy’s 
assistant will be in charge of ex- 
ploitation. 

Eddy is negotiating with another 
major studio. 


Studio Painter Invents 
Flexible Frosted Screen 
For Process Cameraing 








Holiywood, Sept. 5. 
New type of frosted screen for 
use in process photography has been 
invented by Sidney Sanders, assist- 
ant head of Radio studio’s paint de- 
partment. The cellophane-like ma- 
terial is flexible and not subject to 
breakage, as are glass screens now 
in use. Cost reported to be 50% 
cheaper. 
Radio has used the screen for 
showing a previously filmed back- 
ground for a current picture and 
Fox and other studios are interested 
in the development. Vernon Walker, 
of the camera department, aided 
Sanders in perfecting the screen, 


Authors Charge Fraud 
In Joyce-Selznick Sale 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Claiming $2,250 additional due 
them from the sale of ‘International 
House’ to Paramount, Neil Brant 
and L. B. Heifitz, authors, filed 
suit in Superior court Thursday (1) 
against Joyce & Selznick, Inc., 
charging fraud and deceit. Nick 
Carter, a J-S employee, was also 
named in the suit. 


Agency, the complaint alleges, 
told the authors that $750 was the 
highest bid received and advised 
them to take it. Claim is that this 
bid was made by a dummy of the 
company and that the agency sold 
the story to Paramount for $3,000. 











$50 a Week for Hays’ 
4-Yr-Old Kid Players 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Picture contracts. of two children 
with Jack Hays, shorts producer, 
are up for Superior court approval. 
Georgie Smith, four-and-a-half, has 
a two year contract at $50 a week 
with a minimum of five weeks a 
year guaranteed. 

Shirley Temple, four, has a simi- 
lar document, Both stipulate that 
Hays is to get 50% of all over their 
contracted wage in case of loans to 
other studios. 





Opposish Pix Credit to 
Roach on Moore Loan 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Studios borrowing Dickie Moore 
from Roach in the future, must give 
the Roach studio and Our Gang 
credit on advertising and title cards. 
Youngster is currently in Bryan 
Foy’s “Cauliflower Alley.’ Credit will 
read: ‘Courtesy of the Hal Roach 

Studio and Our Gang Comedies.’ 





U SUED ON ATTACHMENT 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
In an attempt to collect $118, 
claimed due it from George Regas, 
Reliance Collection agency has filed 
suits in the municipal court against 


Universal, where the actor is em- 
ployed. 
Agency placed an attachment 


against Regas’ salary to satisfy a 
judgment. Studio, it is charged, 
failed to deduct amount covered in 
} the action. 








Political Worries 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Columbia is considering ton- 
ing down ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round’ after viewing the 
assemblfed print. 

Scene causing the most con- 
cern is where the body of a 
lynched politician is thrown on 
the Capitol steps. 











DISTRIBS LOOK 
TO SALES RUSH 


Estimating that only 40% of sell- 
ing is completed, distributors are 
preparing for rush business between 
now and Election Day (Nov. 8). 
Deadlock on the new renta] season, 
distribs figure, will be broken by 
exhibitors themselves. 

While the present selling season 
is the latest in industry’s annals, 
distribs hold that the belatedness is 
teaching them a new sales psy- 
chology. They claim that with con- 
siderable of their own product ready 
for release they are in a position to 
talk boxoffice with the exhib rather 
than send their salesmen out vouch- 
ing for what announcements con- 
tain. 

Exhibitors are finding little or no 
hoid-over product because of the 
lateness of the season, distribs 
claim, and say the late selling is 
also hurting double featuring. Sales 
heads interviewed laughingly ob- 
serve that they are able now to get 
a good price ‘for any kind of film,’ 
the exhib being interested simply in 
getting enough footage to meet the 
dual policy. 


SMALL CALLS OFF HIS 
STORY ON N. Y. MAYOR 


Hollywood, Sept. 4. 

Edward Small has shelved ‘Mayor 
Harding of New York,’ which was 
to have been Edmund Lowe’s first 
for Reliance. Instead he will do ‘I 
Cover\the Waterfront.’ Decision to 
abandon ‘IIarding’ was prompted by 
adverse comment against Colum- 
bia’s ‘Night Mayor.’ 

Jack Jones and Lew Foster are 
adapting ‘Waterfront.’ Max Miller, 
who wrote the book, will advise on 
the treatment but not actually work 
on the story since he is under con- 
tract to Columbia. 

Dan Totheroh is doing the script 
of ‘Style,’ in which Reliance will 
star Lilyan Tashman. 


Drops Panther Contest 
To Sign Par Contract 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Margaret Fitzpatrick, winner of 
Paramount’s Panther Woman con- 
test in Birmingham, Ala., has been 
given a three month contract by 
the studio. 
As campaign is still on, she was 
asked to drop out before signing, 

















GIVE UP W. G. 


Shuberts Reclaim B’way Stand—2d 
Runs After the Hollywood 

Warner Bros. will go out of the 
Winter Garden, New York, by Dec. 
31, this year, theatre reverting to 
the Shuberts from whom WB had a 
five-year lease. 

Although WB will get out of the 

Garden, it is improbable that vacat- 
ing will see the company re- 
open the Warner, unless it’s decided 
to again try a second run policy 
there. 
Pictures playing the Hollywood 
will play second run at the Strand 
following the reserved seat show- 
ings. 





Dyersburg, Tenn., 
8.780 Pop., Spot 
For ‘Cabin’ Debut 


Warner Bros. is planning to give 
‘Cabin in the Cotton,’ print of which 
has just arrived in New York, its 
world premier in Dyersburg, Tenn., 
a town of 8,780 population on Oct. 2. 
It will go into the Francis, a 400- 
seat house, and be heavily cam- 
paigned as an official rather than a 
hideaway opening. 

It’s probably the smallest town 
for a world premier ever picked, but 
was chosen by Warners in hopes of 
national notice. Dyersburg is the 
home town of Harry Harrison 
Krowl, author of ‘Cabin in Cotton,’ 
who will be on hand for the Fruncis 
opening, along with Dorothy Jordan, 
Henry B. Walthall and Bette Davis, 
of the cast, all of whom come from 
Tennessee and will make personal 
appearances. 

Meanwhile, at the home office 
WB is preparing two separate and 
distinct advertising campaigns on 
‘Cabin,’ one for the south, another 
for the north. 


Indie Producers Boost 
Entry Fee to $1,500 


Hellywood, Sept. 5. 

Independent Producers’ Associa- 
tion is playing hard to get in the 
holdouts who failed to join the or- 
ganization at its inception. Mem- 
bers have voted to boost the in- 
itiation fee from $50 to $1,500, and 
set $250 as the price for producers 
just entering the field. 
Former stay-outs are the target 
of the move. These men now want 
to benefit by the closed sHop pact 
between the indies and the IATSE 
negotiated by Sam Wolf, organiza- 
tion attorney, and Trem Carr. 














Metro’s Oakie Nibble 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 





studio fearing a possible kickback Metro is trying to borrow Jack 
from other entrants. Oakie from Paramount for ‘Pig 
She'll get a new name. Boats.’ 





New 8mm. Film as Standard Size 
For Both Professional and Amateur 





A standard width film for profes- 
sional and amateur the world over 
will be realized within the next two 
years if experiments, reported to be 


well in advance between Fox and 
Eastman, are successful, New width 
is jess than one-fourth of that now 
used in the theatre and half the 
dimension popular with the ama- 
teur, 

Camera and projection machine 
for the new 8mm. size can be car- 
ried in one arm. According to ex- 
perimentative shots the tiny film 
can be shown on a regular theatre 
screen with all of the definition 
realized from standard proportions. 

Blowing up such a small slice of 
film to professional dimensions is 
questioned by technicians not di- 
rectly connected with the experi- 
ments. At Fox, however, it is as- 
serted that the departure is made 
possible largely by special highly 
sensitized film stock and by an ex- 





atraordinary lense in the projector. 





The claim is made that the en- 
larged projection is not spotty, as 
would be expected from the grain 
in the film. 

Biggest saving would be realized 
for the industry in distribution, 
features on such dimension lending 
themselves to match-box compact- 
ness. Cost of raw film is now 4c 
per foot while the abbreviated edi- 
tion would cut this to a fraction 
of a penny. 

Other doubts manifested on the 
outside concern the durability of 
such small film. This also is an- 
swered by Foxites who say that 
the smaller the film is, the easier it 
is to handle, 

Queried about the reason for 
Eastman being interested in a size 
which would cut proportionately its 
revenue from the picture industry, 
Foxites hold that the film manu- 
facturer sees a chance for greater 
return from a field which would 
include and sustain the interest of 
the amateur. 


Aug. 547%, Above July for 3 Keys, 
And 11.2% Under Same Month of 3] 


ie sat) pean ' 


Filmdom’s major key city box ofs 
fices at least reached the corner fog 
August aided by punch product bee 
sides certain concentrated stage efe 
forts. New York, Chicago and Log 
Angeles, combined, were up 5.47% 
over July. Compared to the samg 
month in 1931, the August grorseg 
for this summer are off 11.2%. 

Biggest upturn took place on the 
Coast, where the Los Angeles de<« 
luxe situation topped all others for 
increase by jumping 24.6% in Au 
gust over July. Chicago was up 
2%, while New York dipped slightly, 

New York is 6.1% under August 
of 1931, Chicago is down 14.9% on 
the same comparison, and L. A. ig 
18.1% off. 

This trio of centers showed coma 
bined major house totals of $1,107,< 
300 for the past month. For August 
of last year the income for the sama 


{spots was $1,247,700, according to 


‘Variety's’ weekly estimates. 


CELLULOIDING LONDON 
WAX MUSEE AS WB PIC 


Warner Bros. is searching the 
field for vaudeville talent for ‘The 
Wax Museum,’ which it will pro« 
duce with Mme. Toussard’s famous 
wax. museum, London, in mind, 
Lionel Atwill has just been chosen 
to play the lead. 


Vaude artists and acts are want« 
ed fvur tableau and posing parts, 
with acceptance to depend largely, 
on tests for stillness stamina. 


In doing ‘Wax Museum,’ Warners 
is in hopes of developing a new type 
cycle. Picture is intended as a 
thriller, but away from the horror 
angle. 











Tom Keene Horse Operas 
Set $10,000 Budget Hike 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Radio is tilting the budget on 
each of the Tom Keene westerns 
from $35,000 to $45,000. Stories 
come in for a share of the extra 
10 grand. 


Studio has purchased two maga-« 
zine stories as future material for 
Keene. Yarns are ‘Behind thd 
Redeo,’ by Kenneth Perkins, and 
‘Land of the Six Shooter,’ by F. P, 
Pierce, 

Donald Lee has been engaged td 
scenarize the first, and Jack Jung- 
neyer the second. ‘Rodeo’ will bé 
released as ‘Wild Stallion.’ 








Barthelmess, Doug, Jr., 
May Be Added to ‘42d St.’ 


Warner Bros. are figuring on add« 
ing Richard Barthelmess and Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Jr., to the already 


imposing name cast for ‘42nd 
Street.’ Company has cabled Bar- 
thelmess, who’s on vacation in 


Stockholm, Sweden, inquiring if he 
can get back in time. 

In order that Fairbanks may ap- 
pear in ‘42nd Street,’ he will prob- 
ably be forced to work in both that 
and ‘Parachute’ at the same time, 
‘42nd Street’ is ready to go into 
production now. 

This film will be Ruby (Jolson) 
Keeler’s first for WB. 





Maybe Retakes and 
Added Scenes for ‘Venus’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Paramount has called an exed 
conference for tomorrow (Tues- 
day) to decide whether or not re- 
takes and added scenes will bé 
made on ‘Blonde Venus,’ Marlene 
Dietrich starrer. 

Discussion follows a preview last 
week, Sita 





Revive ‘Pier 13’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Raoul Walsh will direct the re« 
juvenated ‘Pier 13,’ which Fox 
started last winter with Bill Howe 
ard directing. 

Howard spent several weeks in 
New York getting atmosphere stuff, 
but picture was called off when he 
returnea. 
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Stage Idea for Smaller R. C. House, 
Not Set If 2 Theatres Book Thru RKO 





It hasn’t been settled as yet 
whether S. L. Rothafel will book 
attractions for the International 


Music Hall, Radio City, through the 
RKO booking office with usual 
.. commission deductions, or direct. 
.Under revised plans, Rothafel may 
also use stage talent at the smaller 
R. C. house, to be known as the 
Roxy. All along this has been fig- 
ured as a straight filmer. 
' +«Rothafel and other officials have 
Miscussed the talent and booking 
situatior. on Radio City, but in ad- 
vance of set-up of the actual show 
no decisions have been reached on 
information. Rothafel will engage 
all the talent himself for both 
houses, question being whether con- 
tracts will be issued through the 
RKO Vaudeville Exchange or not. 
Holding Back New Roxy 

The big house is tentatively set 
to open its doors Dec. 26, a Mon- 
day, and the day which will become 
a holiday for most people through 
Christmas falling on a Sunday. 
While the smaller house (ihe Roxy) 
will be ready for operation around 
Nov. 1. Rothafel does not want to 
open it ahead of the music hall. 

Big house will play two-a-day at 
$1.50 top mats and $2 nights, shows 
to be scheduled for 2:15 and 8:15 
p. m. Their proposed length, in 
spectacle form, is 24% hours. 

Under decision to use stage talent 
for the film theatre, which is to be 
,Operated as a run house, Rothafel 
is planning a regular presentation 
policy. 

Not much has been set on the 
film product question for the new 
Roxy. While on the Coast, how- 
ever, Rothafel is looking over the 
product being turned out, 


RKO Delays Directors’ 
Meeting; Franklin Back 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 








H. B. Franklin arrives in New 
York Monday (5), after an RKO 
theatre survey throughout the 


country. Left here Wednesday (28) 
for Denver and was to visit Omaha, 
St. Louis and Chicago on the way 
east. 

Martin Beck, Phil Reisman, Rob- 


ert F. Sisk and Katherine Brown 
left Sunday (4) for New York. 
RKO directors’ meeting, in New 


York, has been set back from Sept. 
7 to 14, 





4 : Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Receivers for the Fox, St. Louis, 
confabbed with Harold Franklin 
here Sunday (4) on the recently 
proposed pooling arrangement with 
RKO and Publix. Outcome not 
known. 

Franklin left for New York ac- 
companied by Phil Reisman and 
Herschel Stuart. Stuart came on 
from New York especially to meet 
Franklin. 





Radio City’s 16-Page 
Monthly Publication 


Sixteen page monthly magazine 
will be published by Radio City 
titled ‘Rockefeller Center.’ Figured 
to start with a 300,000 printing or- 
der and will be printed on good 
paper with four-color photography 
for pictures. 3 

Samuel P. Levy, publisher of sev- 


U’s Spelling Bee 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Deciding to film a story un- 
der the title ‘Cagliastro.’ Uni- 
versal changed the title be- 
cause no one on the lot could 
spell it. So it was dubbed 
‘Imhotep.’ 

Now they are looking for 
still another title. Not only 
has ‘Imhotep’ been generally 
misspelled but no two at the 
studio pronounce it alike. 
—From Variety’s Hollywood Bul- 
letin. 


Claim Hays Code 
Saves 4 Million 
And 409 in Cuts 














After three years of the Hays 
Production Code it is claimed that 
a summary of statistics reveals 
that the code has been responsible 
for bringing approximately 50 books 
and plays, previously banned, to the 
screen; that it is saving the in- 
dustry on an average of around 
$4,000,000 yearly and that it is 
largely responsible for reducing by 
40% cutting activities of six censor 
states and Chicago. 

Negative, print and censor fee 
costs are figured in the yearly sav- 
ing which pertains directly to the 
censor states. The figures are 
based on film features produced by 
Hays members only, or about 400 
of the 700 turned out yearly by the 
total industry. 

Today, according to the figure 
compilers, not more than 3% of 
screen material produced under the 
code is being subjected to censorial 
scissors. In the six censor states 
eliminations which totalled 11,611 
in ’28 dwindled to 17,367 for ’30. 
States are New York, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Virginia. 
Ohio is the only state in the group 
to show an increase. 

That the official eliminations have 
diminished instead of increasing, 
along with the introduction of dia- 
log, is credited to the workings of 
the production formula by its ad- 
vocates, 


U’s Junior Scribes to 
Seek Stories in News 


Universal City, Sept. 5. 

A ‘story idea’ department, similar 
to one at Paramount, has been 
started by Universal to obtain pic- 
ture material from news stories ap- 
pearing in the dailies. 

William Losh, formerly United 
Press manager at Washington, D. 
C., is in charge of the unit. He 
will have a staff of junior writers 
to work up the ideas. 











Par Gets WB Yarn as 
Possible Sidney Film 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 








eral fashion magazines, has been 
awarded the publishing contract for 
the mag. 





- 


WB’s Saga of S. Klein? 


S. Klein, the 
women’s outfitter, is the 
tion, from inside, for a Warner pic- 
ture as Edward G. Robinson’s next. 

It will be called ‘The Machine’ and 
present Robinson 
department store owner. 

Klein is also understood readying 
to back a show which will include 
a scene in his store. 


. 


New York cut-rate | 
inspira- | 


as a hard-headed | 


Paramount has bought ‘Happiness 


Ahead’ from Warners, This story 
| previously was filmed under the 
| title, ‘Tomorrow,’ with Colleen 


|Moore and Edmund Lowe. 

| Script probably will lead off the 
|B. P. Schulberg film group starring 
Sylvia Sidney. 


Testing ‘Life’ 
Warners is testing ‘Life 
as a roadshow possibility at the 
| Castle, Long Beach, L. I., and As- 
| bury Park may follow. 
Lou Goldberg went out to handle 
the Long Beach opening 


Begins’ | 
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MAY EVOLVE FRON 
WB TRADE SHOWS 


Compared to Auto Event-— 
Screening of New Films 
from All Companies for 
Exhibs at Opening of Sea- 
son—In One City or a 


Few Keys? 








POSSIBLE NEXT YEAR 


A national exhibit of the earlier 
releases of every major producer- 
distributor as a preliminary to the 
inception of the selling season may 
be attempted next summer, prob- 
ably early in August. 

It is likened to an auto show 
where the new models of every car 
manufacturer are shown the public 
and dealers, but would be held 
mainly for exhibitors. 

Warner Bros., who this year held 
trade showings of their new product 
in leading keys for the benefit of 
exhibs, is the prime mover looking 
toward a national film exhibit plan. 

Grad L. Sears, western sales man- 
ager for WB, is the father of the 
idea, and with the sanction of his 
company, will propose the national 
exhibit idea to the distribution men 
of other companies. In order to 
make the proposal effective, each of 
the majors would have to agree that 
their new pictures prior to the start- 
ing of the sales season would be 
screened along with those of com- 
petitors. 

Encourages Exhibs 


The group exhibit of new pictures 
of the majors could be held in one 
central city with exhibitors and 
buyers from all over the country in- 
vited, or if expense permitted, the 
shows could be held in several keys. 
This would all have to be worked 
out following agreement by majors 
on the plan, with plenty of time for 
details between now and next 
August. 

WB states the special trade show- 
ings it held for exhibs resulted in 
an increase in contracts the follow- 
ing week, but of as great import- 
ance, feels WB, was the decision of 
some exhibs to immediately reopen 
their houses. In such cases exhibs 
felt that if the product of other 
companies could also be relied upon, 
they could take a chance to reopen. 


14 Start, 14 on Location 
As Production Climbs 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

With 14 new films scheduled to 
stait this week, activity in feature 
production continues bullish. Large 
number of companies on location is 
an unusual slant on the activity, 
14 studio outfits now grabbing ex- 
teriors in spots from Greenland to 
Arizona and from New York to 
Catalina Island. 

Of the location companies, four 
are close enough to return to the 
home lot nightly. 


No Delays 


Hollywood, Sept... 5. 
All studios are closed today 
(Labor Day), with non-toiling com- 
panies having worked yesterday 
(Sunday), instead. 
Units on location wil! disregard 
the holiday to speed their return. 

















Radio City Ad Post for 
Sisk; Also Present Spot 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Advertising and publicity depart- 
ment of Radio City will be headed 
by Robert F. Sisk. 

This is in addition to his present 
position as frublicity, advertising 
and exploitation head of RKO the- 
atres and Radio Pictures. 


Os? ee 


XHIBIT OF ALL 
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F&M May Break from Fox-W{; 
Loews and RKO Both Interested © 
As 50% Partners; Marco to Head 





Rapid Fire 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Some kind of a record is 
claimed for the evolution and 
eale of ‘Marathon Dancers’ to 
Universal. Harry Sauber 
visited the Santa Monica dan- 
cathon ona Friday night, had it 
written by Monday evening, 
and sold the script to Carl 
Laemmle, Jr., by Wednesday. 

















Shock Appeal, 
G. P. Putnam's 
Idea for Pics 


Fifty per cent of Paramount’s 
1932-'38 features will be based on 
original stories. Although essen- 
tially a book publisher, George 
Palmer Putnam, new story chief, is 
introducing in the industry a policy 
which bends away from the routine 
of books and plays. 

Putnam is advocating ‘shock ap- 
peal’ for every screen story. He 
believes that the industry has been 
in a story rut and that if it has 
overlooked opportunities for devel- 
oping original slants and plot fod- 
der. He is against the screen tak- 
ing advantage of its technical ca- 
pabilities to the point of picturing 
situations which are illogical or im- 
plausible. He is inculcating into 
his own organization the preach- 
ment that the public doesn’t want 
to see in pictures, any more than it 
wants te read in books, things that 
could not happen in life. 

Claiming that he is not looking 
through colored glasses, Putnam de- 
clares that the writing end has the 
greatest opportunities of all depart- 
ments in the industry. He makes 
the flat statement, also, that writ- 
ers are making proportionately more 
today in pictures than at any other 
time. Any tears from the’ picture 
writer of any merit today are false, 
in the estimation of Putnam, who 
figures that company executives are 
eager to preserve the best the au- 
thor has to offer. 

While he will keep Paramount's 
present writing machine intact, Put- 
nam indicated that he will reach 
extensively into the outside field 
contacting writers there for fresh 
ideas and thought. 


U Getting Tough with 
Players Who Duck Stills 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Universal will fine or even fire 
contract players who fail to show 
up for ‘still’ photograph sittings 
during their ‘between pictures’ pe- 
riods.. This is a new ruling made 
by the legal department which 
which holds that the offense is a 
breach of contract. 

Publicity department has been 
handicapped by non-cooperative 
players who come late or do not 
appear for appointments. First 
playcr to be penalized was a new 
contractee who lost a day’s pay be- 
cause he sidestepped a photog date. 














Ince Directing Boyd 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Ralph Ince has been signed by 
Radio to direct Bill Boyd in “Men 


of America,” teplaces J. Walter 
Ruben who was to have megged 
‘Yukon’ with Boyd. 

‘Yukon’ developed story trouble 
and called for too high a budget. 


It will be discarded temporarily. 


SRNR Pe 2 Soy PEPE: 


With Loew’s having come into the 
Fanchon & Marco picture by bid- 
ding for an equal partnership in 
F. & M., similar to that which is 
being sought by RKO, all indications 
point to F. & M. breaking away en- 
tirely from Fox and its affiliated 
theatre group, Fox West Coast. The 
split is imminent and may occur 
this week. 

Whether F. & M. affiliates with 
Loew's or RKO looks to be entirely 
dependent on decision by F. & »M, 
itself. Certain interests in Fox, in 
attempting to stave off a split, are 
known to have submitted a formal 
plan that might result in a three- 
way partnership among Fox, Loew's 
and Fanchon & Marco. Further con- 
fabs are aimed for this week among 
all parties. 

Friction between F. & M. and Fox 
West Coast has been on for some 
time, practically since Skouras took 
over that circuit. 

Marco to Head Book 

Both the Loew offer and the RKO 
bid are similar in most respects, 
each asking for a 50% partnership 
with Marco and conditioning that 
Marco becomes the booking head of 
the stage and vaude offices. 

Franklin returned from his Coast 
trip yesterday (5). Almost immedi- 
ately he went into conference with 
Mike Marco, who is still east rela< 
tive tc completing the RKO negotia- 
tions which, in all likelihood, will be 
presented before the RKO board 
meeting scheduled for Wednesday 
(14). , : 

F. & M. has been a big profit 
maker for the past three years, av- 
eraging around $500,000 net annu- 
ally. 


FINAL DECISION ON 
LASKY DUE SEPT. 10 


Final decision on Jesse L. Lasky, 
along with terms under which he 
will produce independently for Par- 
amount, if agreeing to such a deal, 
will be reached by Saturday (10). 
That is the deadline allowed Lasky 
by Paramount on which to give his 
answer. 

Deal now proposed for Lasky is 
the production of six pictures dur- 
ing the 1932-'’33 season at the Para- 
mount Coast studio, similar to the 
arrangement with RB. P. Schulberg. 
No indication that the six will in- 
clude any particular Par star, as 
with Schulberg, who is to do all the 
Sylvia Sidney productions (three). 











Production Plans Take 
Thalberg, Shearer East 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Irving Thalberg leaves for New 
York early this week to stay the 
balance of the month. Will confer 
with Nicholas M. Schenck on pro- 
duction plans and get home office 
slant on future pictures. 

Norma Shearer (Mrs. Thalberg) 
accompanies, 


Walker-Par Split 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Stuart Walker, who directed threes 
pictures for Paramount and had 
charge of that studio’s new talent 
department, leaves the company on 
completition of ‘Evenings for Sale’ 
with Sari Maritza, 

Walker and Par couldn't get toe 
gether on terms for his option ree 
newalL 








« 


Kahane to N. Y. * 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 


Ben Kahane, president Radio, 
leaves for New York Wednesday 
(7) to attend all five directors’ 


meetings of the RKO-Radio group, 
These start on or around Sept. 14, 
Kahane will return immediately 





following these conferences, 
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EE gy pe ye Wessbe eater Only film wili be a Jack Hills, that they have been assessed Polly Moran loaned by Metro td 
S—None Marceline Day ‘Night Afier Night’ a > for the full value of their stock, $20} play in Radio's ‘Torch Song. 
Charles Bickford Mathew Retts (3rd week) Hays baby burlesque single |! at par, 
Helen Chandler Julian Rivero —Archie Mayo recler. Feyder on ‘Sun Daughier’ 
Georke Meeker Joseph Girard < OL, Pe Garrett MacMahon-McHugh Contracts | Former Belasco play, ‘Sun Daughs 
Arthur Hoyt Chas. French Vincent Lawrence . Warners has handed out terms to/ter,’ will be megged at Metro by 
Reth Channing Yakima Canutt _ Kathlyn Scola Jun la Pix B.0 Has Aline MacMahon and Frank Mc- }|Jacques Feyder. 
e Delores Rey Bill Quilan iC—Ernic Haller 9s eVe Hugh <a 
Claudia Morgan ‘Dynamite’ (Horse) —None : 
Anne Fay METRO iS George Raft A - A Dropped from Academy 
Katherine Ward ‘Raspetin’ Consiance Cummings S$ or n Renee, Syn U eademy is becoming tough on 
May Beaty (8th week) Wynne Gibson Don Ryan recalled to to re- Contin 
Dateh Hendrias I\—Charies Brabin Mae West ° e write ‘Black Pearl.’ ( tinued on page 29) 
Eddie PBeland A—Ne credits Alison Skipworth estic Ye: eres ste ee nee 
*Virtec” Jehn Barrymore Roscoe Karns 
(Sra week) Ethel Barrymore ‘Hot Seturday’ Beck, Jr., Bernard’s Aide y ! 
D—Eddie Huzszell Lionel Barrymore (2nd week) John Beck, Jr., former club et Passed 
a a See a Hollywood, Sept. 5. | booker, made assistant to Bern ? 
Reber Rickia yiana yn ware —Harvey Ferguson P a > an > ae Po 
C—Jee Walker Tad Alexander Seton I. Miller Influence of ‘Bring "Em Back} Bernard, RKO vaude wages ge oe Stern Oni of E : 
S—Nore Reginald Barlow Josephine Lovett Alive’ and ‘Congorilla’ has the stu- Dailey remains in charge of 'Frisco qui a ? 
Carele Lembeard Lovise Closser Hale Joseph Moncure March : , : ‘ office, 
‘st <) Rriea Brandon Hurst At space —e — om for ee in 
Wari Bond c. Henry Gordon S—Nancy Carro adomestic yarns. "ox our anil 
Willer? Robdertson *Tinfoil’ Cary Grant stories, each with one or more four Orpheum Previewing ’ Hollywood, Sept. 5, 
Shirkew Grey (6th week) Randolph Scott nt risos apyareiredligy taro - Orpheum now previewing pic- Walter L. Stern, general manages 
“The Wild Heree Stampede’|D—Harry Beaumont pei ye legged actors, have been submitted tures, making third house down- , ? ’ “ anage 
(3rd week) A—Mildred Cram ilian Bon to writers and adapters. adv i of Equitable Pictures ver hi: 
DP Esarl Haley S—Tallulah Bankhead Wm. Collier, Sr, é i I town to go for advance showings. quite tures, no longer hag 
A—Earl Haley Robert Montgomery Stenhey Sate Animals run from horses and Cline’ State Rights Th that berth, 
C—Ben Kline Hugh Herbert . NOGRA! monke o rs a s ~ rae ines ate Rights ree : 
8—Nore Maurice Murphy ‘Hidden Valley’ meerrmns gettin eon ee goes John Cline will produce three Company made one picture, ‘Dex 
Rex (Horse) Louise Closser Hale (3rd week) : 8 ween the M)/ features at Tec-Art for the state|cency,’ with budget calling for an 
Wm. Janney ‘Kongo’ D—R. N. Bradbury and articulate players. Paramount | riont ket isht @ : 
Dorothy Appleby (6th week) A—Wellyn Totman has a bear in a current t rights market, eight day filming schedule and an 
Wallace McDonald D— William Cowan S—None : ; : cu fea m ory. aL expenditure of $20,000. 
Harry Semels A—Leon Gordon Francis MeDonald Metro and Radio are using chimps Asther Opposite Hayes Productio r . 
‘Califlower Alley’ S—None tertrude Messenger : ict : . f ; nm was stopped after 1? 
ro tgeelll Walter Huston Germ tawen in pictures now in production. Nils Asther opposite Helen Hayes days with the cost already at $27 
ry an. Sener Velen John Elliott Universal has sent out an order|in Metro’s ‘White Sister.’ 000 news - 
A—Nat Pendleton Mitchell Lewis Jose de . Coruz to purchase animals to restock its ree # 
ES x geet ane Sareinia Bioee ‘Righth Wonder zoo, abandoned three years ago. Aun eteaneln ener for Al 
Leo Carrillo €. Henry Gordon (22nd week) Animal rental houses are doing} },,). on “ww pos or 
Thelma Todd Forrester Harvey D—Merian C. Cooper the best business they have expe- erman, Mauri Grashin was kept Studie Placements 
Dickie Moore ‘Mask ef Fu Manehu’ mrnest Schoedsack . on the payroll to write ‘Big Chance.’ 
Rarbara Weeks ae ng aod ik) a Wallace rienced in two years, with rental 
Nat Pendleton —Charles Vidor erian CC. Cooper Prices tilted, according to the de- U-Wall i 
- ace Talking 
‘Obey the Law’ A—Sax Rohmer James Creelman * . 
(ist week) S—Doris Karloff C—Radie Linden mand. Universal and Richard Wallace aa neg Benton replaces Halé 
P—Ross Lederman Chas. Starrett S—None Business is bullish on snakes,} are talking contract. Wallace would atone etl gem ae — 
A—Charles Condor Karen Morley Fay Wray bears. lions, leopards and other| make two pictures yearly on salary | * owbray replaces Regina Mason 
‘Plain Clothes Man’ Myrna Loy Robert Armstrong ¢ P ice in ‘Sherlock Holmes’ a 
(Ist week) oa wentmiie Grant Mesviet Wacmeae jungle inhabitants, but demand for and percentage, under the terms. dio t same stu- 
D—tIrving Cummings Jean Hersholt Frank Reicher degs and cats is still off. ge Se : ? 
A—Keene Thompson David Torrance Jim Flavin . Herman Wobber Week De Witt Jennings, Matty Kemp, 
Jo Swerling Herbert Bunston ‘Rockabw’ Paramount sales department has | ‘Tess of the Storm Country,’ Fox. 
8—Jack Holt Lewis Stone (7th week) P set aside Sept. 4-10 as ‘Herman . : 
Arthur Vinton ‘Payment Deferred’ D—George Fitzmaurice Writer Sues Rowland Wobber W k’ Reginald Owen, Red _ Stanley, 
sie as aioe ae (eth week) A—Lucia Bronder ODDeF Wed. ‘Robbers Roost,’ Fox. 
a ec othar Mendes orace Jackson . eatin Me 
(Sth week) A—Jeffrey 8. Dell C—Charles Rosner Over Louis Sobel Shorts U’s Parole Film Meyo Bethot, Jack La Rue, ‘Vina 
D—Sidney Lanfield Ernest Vajda tho ye Bennett Universal plans production of tue.” Col. 
A—Rian James Claudine West aul Lukas ¢ ‘ 
S_aally Bilere Nous Phillipe Holmes Michael Simmons has filed suit in| ‘Out On Parole,’ by John Huston.| Jack LaRue, ‘Plain Clothes Man? 
Ben Lyon Charles Laughton Clara Rlandick Fourth District Municipal Court,| Story aimed as an expose of lax | Col. 
aaer on nel a ~ te mtn ee ee eee New York, against William Row- | methods of parolling prisoners, Donald Cook, ‘Penguin Pool Mur 
- . ae > 
a —— ve Teasdale Albert Gran “gem ge heaped rng ane i: the Ford’s Retakes der,’ Radio. 
Arthur Pierson ay Milland Aggie Herring ouis Sobol series of shorts being ser y ‘ 
‘Six Hours to Live’ Neil Hamilton Harry Seymour produced by Rowland John Ford called back from Metro PR sit Mg 7 ny Irene Ware, Sis 
(Sth week) ‘Red Dust’ Al Cooke . : ° ¢ to make retakes on U’s ‘Air Mail.’ ' ve, SCE. 
D—Wilhelm Dieterle " (4th week) Tom Dugan Simmons charges he was hired by att . Jean Hersholt, ‘Flesh,’ Metro 
A—Gordon Morris —Victor Fleming ‘The Cenquerors* i i : Spee y 
Morton Barteaux A—Wilson Tollison (7th week) Rowland to write the script and : Two Alike Claudette Morgan, ‘Vanity StreetA 
S—Warner Baxter S—Clarke Gable D—William Wellman dialog for 13 shorts-to feature the Frag M Betsey | a story titled | Col. 
John Boles Jean Harlow A—Howard Estabrook ‘Journal columnist. He wrote the ublic Be Damned’ for John Barry- , ‘ 
Miriam Jordan Mary Astor Robert Lord first, h nd atched it be- | More. Phil Goldstone has a yarn ae J: Farrell MacDonald, Second 
George Marion Gene Raymond C—Edward Cronjager st, BC says, & watcae the same tit] hic ~ Fiddle,’ Schnitzer. 
‘The Golden West’ Tully Marshall S—Richard Dix ing produced without collecting any me title on which Edward T./  rneima -Todd, ‘Call H rs 
(5th week) Forrester Harvey Ann Harding mone He claims he has never Lowe is working. a -fodd, a er Savage? 
D—David Howard PARAMOUNT, Rana May Oliver “i aid Boao apa megnanesd Fox. 
@—Gecrze O’Brien x Breadeast tuy Kibee bee S. s . : ‘ : 
Janet Chandler (10th week) Julie Haydon gerie is roce din with someone Par Team Switch _ Miriam Jordon, Sherlock Holmes} 
ah ston: Marie D—Frank Tuttle Sea Prouty s is Pp eding , Paramount switches its new team, | Fox. 
‘Walking Down Brondway’| A—-Wm. Manley Robert Greig else doing the writing. Frances Dee and Gene Raymond, Jack O’Hara. ‘Jubilo.” Fox 
(3rd week) George Marion, Jr, ‘Spert Page’ : sia ite 
D—Erich von Stroheim C—George Folsey (5th week) Arthur Pierson, Marjorie Beebe, 
oe. roo S—Stuart Erwin D—Dudiey Murphy ‘Rackety Rax,’ Fox. 
ames Dunn Ring Crosby A—dJerry Horwin TIFFANY Robert Warwick *Twenty Thousand Years wi : 
Minna Gcmbell Kate Smith Casey Robinson ‘False Faces’ Oscar Apfel Sing Sing’ ™ Harry Gribbon, ‘Kid from Spain, 
Sass rs joes Hyams Ren Markson (2nd week) Roscoe Karns (3rd week) UA; ‘You Said a Mouthful,’ WB. 
oots Mallory ills Brothers Corey Ford D—tLowell Sherman Shelia Terry Wich: : . - 
Terrence Ray Burns & Allen Francis Cockrell A—Kubec Glasmon Russell Simpson 2 nee = naa Anna Appel, “Tinsel Girl,’ Metro, 
‘Call Her Savage’ Boswell Sisters F. H. Wenning Cc—Ray Ginger Allen Jenkins Robert A }~ oe et Florence Britten, Louise Mace 
(tst week) Cab Ca'’loway c—Ray Hunt S—Lowell Sherman Louise Carter ir... Berne McGill Intosh, ‘Payment Deferred,’ Met 
P—John F. Dillon Donald Novis iS$—Joel McCrea Lila Lee Willard Robertson a agent G, MEE 
A—tTiffany Thayer Arthur Tracy Marian Marsh Peggy Shannon James Bell . Spencer Trac Dale Fuller, Frank Leigh, Carol 
8—Clara Bow Vincent Lopez Wm. Gargan ‘Fargo Exprese” Charles Middleton Bette D ed Wines, Sarah Padden and Otto 
Thelma Todé ‘Farewell to Arms’ Walter Catleti (2nd week) Spencer Charters I ‘eT et Lederer, ‘Rasputin,’ M t “4 
*Tess of the Storm Country’ (9th week) Rich, ‘Skeets’ Gallagher | D—Phil Rosen Harry Holman Shelia “Terr : ee ee 
(2nd week) D—Frank Borzage ‘Secrets cf the French A—Jack Townley John Wray Edwara } i Ronald Colman, ‘The Masquera 
D—Alfred Santelt A—Lawrence Stallings Potiee’ Earl Snell William Janney aseen 2 Samara | ader,’ Goldwyn 
A—Grace Miller White oO. H. P. Garrett (5th week) C—Ted McCord Hale Hamilton A pico Monn Gourte a EPS. 
S—Janet Gaynor C—Charles Lang D—Edward Sutherland S—Ken_ Maynard Jack LaRue Seence "Chant ; ex J errett writing adapa 
Alexander Kirkland S—Helen Hayes A—H. Ashton Wolfe UNITED ARTISTS Morgan Wallace arthur B arlene tation of his own original at Par. 
‘Fubilo’ Gary Cooper Samuel Ornitz *The New Xerker’ Reginald Parlow Sheil pac Vivienne Osborne under terme®* 
(2nd week) Adolph Menjou Robert Trasker (8th week) Cc. Henry Gordon Geant Mitehell to Joseph Schnitzer, following work 
Y—John Blystone Mary Phillips C—Al Gitks D—Chester Erskine Charles Sellon Nella Walkec in ‘Second Fiddle,’ . = 
A—Ren Ames Williams Gilbert Emery S—None A—Ben Hecht George Collins Lo gm . e. . 
William Conselman Jack LaRue Frank Morgan S—Al Jolson William Pawley Willian, Len ~ Gordon Westeott given a new 
Murray Roth Blanche Fredrict Gwili Andre Madge Evans Lew Kelly Arthur H — ° contract by Paramount, with first 
S—Will Rogers Peggy Cunningham John Warburton Harry Langdon Dewey Robinson Geor Po vi option for six months. Next pic« 
Marian Nixon ‘Phantom President’ jregory Ratoft Roland Young Ed Ellis jeorge P. Collins a i San oe ‘ Ss. Next pice 
Dick Powell (9th week) Rochelle Hudson Edgar ‘Biveboy’ Conner William Le Maire ‘You Said a Mouthful’ . 3o0okworm Turns. 
FB} Brendet D—Norman Taurog ‘Little Orphan Annie’ Bodil Roesing Sam Baker (ist week) Buster Phelps, who has been 
a Hamilton Ar~Geerge bh oe — a oe Edward Arnold . ae _ working with Mitzi Green in ‘Lite 
uglas Cosrrove alter eon —John obertson om Spal ‘si ’ mee. i" . over th ‘ , 
‘Rackety Rax’ Harlan Thompson A—Harold Gray (6th week) a wen Robert Lord ee Annie, given a term 
(2nd week) C—David Abel Sam Mintz D—leo McCarey : Bolton Mallory act by Radio. d 
D—Alfred Werker S—George M. Cohan Winifred Dunn A—William A. McGuire D—Altred BE. Green C—Richard Towers Al Green replaces William Dieterle = 
A—Joel Sayre Claudette Celbert Wanda Tuchock S—Eddie Cantor A—David Karsner S—Joe E. Brown on WB's ‘Parachute,’ the latter 
8—None Jimmy Purante Tom McNamara Lydia Roberti Cari Erickson Ginger Rogers director being detained at Fox 
Victor MeLaglen George Barbier C—Jack McKenzie Ruth Hall Harvey Thew | Preston Foster ate é % 
Greta Nissen Jameson Thomas S—None John Miljan S—Edward G. Robinson Arthur Byron ee 
Alonzo Stagg Louise McIntosh Mitzi Green Kobert Young Bebe Daniels Shelia Terry 
Howard Jones Julius MeVicker Eric Linden ‘I Have Been Faithfel Aline MacMahon Ralph Ince N Y; to I A 
Marjorie Beebe Sidney Toler Dickie Moore (5th week) — — Oscar Apfel ° ° ° 
Stanley Fields Robert Me Wade Joseph Cawthern D—King Vidor ussell Simpson Walter Walker Eddie Garr 
Arthur Pierson ‘Sign of the Cross’ Edgar Kennedy A—H. M. Harwood Jobyna Howland Edwin Maxwell pars > 
‘Shertock Hoimes” (7th week) ‘Renegades of the West’ Frances Marion Robert Warwicis Harry Gribben William Gell. 
(2nd week) D—Cectl D. DeMille (2nd week) Robert Gore Brown Harry Holman Mia Marvin Arthur Lee 
YD—Wm. K.. Howard A—Wilson Barrett D—Casey Robinson S—Ronald Colman Charles Middleton Richard Tucker , 
A—A. Conan Doyle Waldemar Young A—Frank Pierce Kay Francis Edward J. McNamara Wm. Burress Maurice Ostrer. 
Clive Brook Sidney Buchman Albert S. LeVino Henry Stephenson Leon Waycoft Harry Seymour 
Miriam Jordan C—Karl Struss S—Tom Keene Phyllis Barry Herman Bing ; James Eagles 
Herbert Mundin S—None Betty Furness Florine McKinney Berton Churchill Anthony Lord 
Ernest Torrence Frederic March Roscoe Ates UNIVERSAL reresa Conover Bert Morehouse L. A. to N Yy 
Ivan Simpson Elissa Landi Rockeliff Fellows ‘Ss. O. 8. Iceberg’ Marjorie Gateson Nat Pendleton e e 
‘Wiid Girl’ Claudette Colbert Wm. Franey (14th week) DeWitt Jennings Farina : Al Racken 
(2nd week) Charles Laughton Roland Southern D—Dr. Arnold Fanck Lee KohlImar ‘Match King’ Marti ’ 
D—Raoul Walsh Tommy Conlon Jeseph Girard A—Lt. Comm. Frank Wead Christian Rub (het week) artin Beck. 
4—Paul Armstrong tam Haste Carl Miller Dr. Arnold Fanek Witter LeMaire D—Howard Bretherton Robert Benchley. 
Doris Anderson Richard Alexander Jack Pennick C—Hans Schneeberger Walter Lang William Keighley Sa Bri ° 
Edwin J. Mayer Joyzelle Max Wagner S—None ‘Central Park’ A—Kinar Thorvaldson am Sriskin. 
Joan Bennett Ferdinand Gottschalk James Mason Gibson Gowland (3rd week) Houston Branch Russell Gleason. 
“harles Farrell Arthur Hohl RKO-PATHE Leni Reifenstahl D—John Adolphi Sidney Sutherland Jack La 
Ralph Bellamy “larence Burton ‘Second Fiddle’ Sepp Riat A—Ward Morehouse C—Robt. Kurrle ae . 
Eugene Pallette Vivian Tobin (Radio Release) Ernst Udet Earl Baldwin 2... Nene Rufus LeMaire. 
Irvine Pichel ‘Fonest Finder’ (3rd week) WARKNER-FN C—Robert Kurrle Warren Willig een 
‘State Fair’ (ith week) D—William Nigh ‘lL Am a Fugttive’ Sens Lilt a mucdy Longworth. 
(3rd week) D—Ernst Lubitsch A—Thomas Lennon (7th week) Joan Blonde?ll Glenda Farrell Ben Kahane. 
D—tTMenrv King A—Aladar Laszlo Viola Brothers Shore D—Mervyn Le Roy Wallace Ford Hardie Albright Paul Muni 
A—Phil Stong Samson Raphaelson Ethel Doherty A—Robert E. Burns Guy Kibbee Juliette Compton } ‘ 
S—-Will Rogers Grover Jones (—Chas. Schoenbaum Sheridan Gibney Patricia Ellis Claire Doda Phil Reisman. 
Janet My peed S—None sions S "ae Carilho , Brown Holmes Henry B, Walthall Spencer Cherters Norma Shearer, 
Sally Silers Miriam opkins fivienne Osborne C—Sol Polite Tully Marshall M ay K P wr 
Spencer Tracy Kay Francis Tom Moore S—Pevl Muni pene ieenetects meanes on Robert Sisk. 
peg Holmes Herbert Marshall Una Merkel Glenda Farrell John Wray John Wray Sidney Skolsky. 
eS oer Charles Ruggles Joseph Cawthorn Hielen Vinson Holmes Herbert Alla al -oOnard Snijieceleass 
‘Dick Turpin’ Edward Everett Horton Farle Foxe Preston Foster DeWitt Sonnings ioc Derestora Leonard Spiegelgass. 
y la gener ‘Madison Square Garden’ Paul Hurst David Landau Harold Huber Geerrea Wacker William Steiner. 
(3rd wee (6th week) Paul Porcasi Sally Blane Kdward Pawle o sthie: arola Tarshi 
D—James Tinling D—Harry Joe Brown Albert Conti Noel Francis icvieg maaan ~ ha a 6 Serene. 
S—Jose Mojica A—Thomson Burtis Eddie Nugent Berton Churchill Henry Armetta DeWitt Jennings Irving Thalberg. 
Mona Maris S—None J. Farrell MeDonalaé Edward J. McNamara Wade Botecler Bedil Rosing , Sam White. 
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F-WC CLEARANCE DEMANDS 


+ 





Stocks at New Peak Over Labor Day 
Promise a New Burst of Fireworks 





Chart form at the week-end gave 
promise of a new phase of the ad- 
wance as the week opens today 
(Tues) after three-day holiday. Mar- 
ket went into a new peak for the 
movement Saturday, with Loew, 
amusement leader, in new high ter- 
ritory not only for the current ad- 
Wance but for the year at 37. 

General movement came on yol- 
ume, particularly in the burst of 
activity at the start of the session. 
Peak was confirmed by all the aver- 
ages, and at the close the index, 
78.33 in the Dow Jones compilation, 
was a trifling fraction from the top 
for the year, made last March. 

Saturday's bullish demonstration, 
of course, was staged to mark the 
coming of Labor Day, tradionally 
the point at which summer dullness 
ends and the promise of autumn 
business revival is supposed to be- 
come manifest. That the market 
Was able to put on a bullish show 
on the eve of a three-day holiday 
was a reversal of the state of mind 
of the past three years, when the 
approach of a closed market was a 
signal for caution in commitments, 
the inference being heretofore that 
in the interval bad news might 
break. 

Up to the itast week the rising 
market had been based frankly upon 
pure hopes. Gradually in the last 
few weeks there have been develop- 
ments that carried some statistical 
support to mere forecast. Improve- 
ment in scrap steel prices was one, 
this being highly esteemed in the 
Street as an index of improving 
business. Another was last week's 
figures on carloadings, up more than 
19,000 and the first definitely bright 
spot in the railroad picture for 
many months. Steel production on 
a rising scale is in preparation and 
there was a gain in electric power 
production. Copper prices rose 
slightly and many commodity prices 
were higher. These movements in 
walue are seasonal, and it remains 
to be seen whether the autumn state 
of business will actually sustain the 
rise in security prices that already 
has discounted a great deal of 
progress. 
Fox Gives Way 

Some kind of a late summer up- 
turn in stocks is almost automatic 
@s traders annually seek to express 
their forecasts in market prices. 
Zast year there was a moderate in- 
crease in the averages running into 
early September, the usual specula- 
tive effort to get aboard early in 
case the autumn business revival 
turns out well. Last year it didn’t 
make good, and the result was a 
pew depression low on Oct. 5, mark- 


(Continued on page 40) 





Voight Joins Goldwyn 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Hubert Voight succeeds Lynn 
¥Farnol as press agent for Sam Gold- 
wyn on the Coast. 

Farnol washes up with Goldwyn 
Sept. 24, starting east on that date 
for a new Paramount berth. 

Voight was recently affiliated with 
Columbia at that company’s studio. 


| Crawford’s Legal Spot 


i Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
William Crawford, one-time head 
of Fox studio's legal department, is 
back in that spot. He replaces John 
H. Tracy, resigned. 
Crawford has recently been in the 
production department. 


LAUREL-HARDY HOME 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Laurel and Hardy arrived here 
today (Monday) from their Eu- 
ropean trip. 

Pair brought back a script which 
they concocted in Paris for: their 
next two-reécler. 











t Taxes Up, Revenue Down 
- The Hague, Aug. 26. 

Returns for amusement tax in 
Rotterdam for the first half of 1932 
are $175,280, against $201,527 for 
Same period in 1931, reduction of 
$26,247. 

These returns include cinema, 
legit, concerts, football matches and 
circuses. More than half of it comes 


from the movie business. 
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U’s Substitution Joker 


Clause Out of Contracts 


Clause in the Universal contract 
leaving it to a board of arbitration 
t» decide on what pictures are to be 
regarded as substitution, has been 
dropped. This company, the only one 
having such a clause, was recently 
severely criticized by independents, 
notably Allied, for trying to enforce 
it. 

Plan had been to decide on what 
are substitutions by a board of 
three, one representing the exhibi- 
tor, another the distributor and a 
third te be agreed upon by both 
sides, 


Arthur-Unions 
Settlement on 
‘Pre-War’ Scale 


New Haven, Sept. 5. 
Through the co-operative efforts 
of the national officers of the 
IATSE, all chains operating wher- 
ever Poli houses are located, also 


indie operators, will benefit from 
the agreement reached between the 
Harry Arthur theatres and stage 
and booth operators, although none 
of these figured in the strike which 
was fought by Arthur alone. Terms 
agreed upon with Arthur will be ex- 
tended to other houses. 

These are the most liberai terms 
ever granted by the theatre crafts 
anywhere. In certain instances it 
amounts to a 75% concession in 
labor costs. Minimum is around 
25%. 

Strike between the Harry Arthur 
theatres and the stage and booth 
operators has been on since April 
29, lasting 19 weeks, and affected 
houses here and in Hartford, Water- 
bury and Bridgeport, Conn., and 
Springfield and Worcester, Mass. 

Individual agreements were ef- 
fected on a flat rate basis in differ- 
ent cities according to the number 
of Arthur houses in the towns men- 
tioned. 

During the strike Arthur signed 
up for booth operation with the 
Brotherhood of Motion Picture Op- 
erators. Contract was on a two 
weeks’ notice basis which has al- 
ready been given. 

Settlement paves the way for re- 
opening of stage shows in a num- 
ber of Arthur New Engiand houses. 
Bridgeport and Worcester resume 
i’, & M, units Friday (9) with Hart- 
ford due to follow. College theatre, 
here, opens with vaude Sept. 12. 

For the first time in the history 
of union affiliation with the theatre 
biz, the crafts have agreed to 
eliminated ail overtime provisions, 
of every nature and description. Ad- 
ditionally, Arthur theatres have 
been privileged, under the new 
agreements signed Sept. 1, to select 
its own hands. Hitherto the busi- 
ness managers of the unions placed 
the men. 

The average salary settled upon 
runs to $50 weekly, but does not 
mean that the manpower will be 
reduced perceptibly since, under the 
flat rate agreement, the unions can 
Spread that rate over any number 
of men the unions wish to desig- 
nate. 

The new agreements run to May 
1, 1934. Hitherto all union con- 
tracts expired Sept. 1, 








Lachman’s Tie-Up 
London, Sept. 5. 
Harry Lachman is back in Lon- 
don from Paris and will probably 
become a Gaumont British director. 
Since leaving British Interna- 
tional last year Lachman has made 
a number of talkers for Paramount. 
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WANT PROTECTION 
ON ELAPOED 11M 


Proposed New Setup Elimi- 
nates Zoning Based on 
Fixed Admission — Fox 
and WB-FN Close wiih 
Circuit; Accept Drastic 
Proposal Giving Indies a 
Few ‘Breaks’ 





METRO-PAR BALK 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Demanding zoning protection 
based exclusively on elapsed time, 
regardiess of admission price 
charged, Fox-West Coast has closed 
with Fox Films and Warner-First 
National for new product. The 
agreement in many instances will 
give indie first and subsequent runs 
earlier ‘breaks’ than has been pos- 
sible under major booking deais in 
former years. 

Metro and Paramount, however, 
have rejected the circuit’s clearance 
proposals, necessitating new deals, 
which are now being worked out. 

In the product buys for 1932-33, 
from Fox Films and WB-FN, F-WC 
will have first run in every zone 
where it has houses, irrespective of 
box office tariff. Protection over 
second run has been reduced to 14 
days, excepting in some instances 
where circumstances are such as to 
necessitate a4 clearance of from 21 
to 28 deys. 

Lower admission houses will ben- 
efit from the new agreement, for 
under ii, clearance time for theatres 
with as low as 15c. and 20c. admis- 
Sion have been set ahead consider- 
ably. Last year houses charging 
the minimum admission played 
product approximately 140 days 
after close of the downtown first 
runs. With the new setup the 
lower scale grinds can play 9&8 days 
after downtown closings. 

Reduced Rental Feared 

Rejection of the F-WC clearance 
proposals by Metro and Par, is 
based on the distribs’ contention 
that downtown first runs, such as 
Loew's State and the Criterion, 
here, will be made worthless as 
show houses with the elimination of 
admission ‘breaks. They advance 
the argument that theatre patron- 
age, knowing that all pictures will 
be shown at subsequent runs from 
within 30 to 60 days, will pass up 
the acers. This, they hold, would 
reduce rentals based on percentage, 
and weuld work generally to their 
disadvantage in subsequent run sell- 
ing decals. 

W8SB-FN and Fox have reached an 
accord with the coast. circuit, 
whereby in each zone the distribs 
will negotiate deals for subsequent 
runs, often starting with the third 
showing of a picture, with accounts 
considered on the basis of revenue 
and stability of purchasers. This 


(Continued on page 34) 





Arbitration 
Scott ‘Mesa’ Star; 2nd 
Par Produced Western 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Randolph Scott will be starred in 
Paremount’s remake of the Zane 
Grey story, ‘Wild Horse Mesa.’ This 
will be the second of the studio's 
own produced westerns since execs 
deciied not to use indie product for 
this type of film. 

Herry Hathaway will direct and 
Harold Schumate adapt. 


N. Y. INDIES STALLING 
ON BUYING; IN SPOT? 


The independents around New 
York are delaying their film buying 
this season, many of them from re- 
ports feeling they are in a spot 
through Loew's having sewed up 6¢ 
additional features this year. This, 
it is contended, has had the effect 
of placing the indies in the position 
of either digging deep for film or 
voluntarily going third run where 
now second. 

In exchange circles, where it is 
admitted the indies are not hurrying 
to buy, there is no prediction as to 
what will be the outcome except 
that rlenty will probably have to 
wait longer for pictures as a result 
of Loew’s taking a lot of product 
after RKO. 

Earlier in the season a complaint 
was raised in some leading indie 
chain ouarters over an effort of 
Loew's to obtain a long-term fran- 
chise on all Universal product in the 
Greater New York area. That deal 
was suddenly dropped, RKO con- 
tinuing with U first run under a 
selective contract. 


110 Return to Work 
On Disney Cartoons 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Full personnel of 110 returns to 
the Walt Disney studio immediately 
to begin production on Mickey 
Mouse and Silly Symphony cartoons 
for the new season. 
Program, which Roy Disney states 























is budgeted at $643,000, will include 
10 sound cartoons in color. These 
shorts will be released through both 
Columbia and United Artists. 


United Artists is preparing an in- 
ternational publicity blast on the 
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‘20 N. Y. Indie Houses Quit 
306 for Empire and Set Up 


Board with Union 


First court of arbitration between 
a union and exhibitors is realized in 
the new deal between 220 indepen- 
dent theatres in Greater New York 
and the Empire projectionists union, 
The break with the Kaplan organi- 
zation, local 306, is final since 95 
of the theatres formerly manned by 
306 swung over to Empire the past 
week on a five-year agreement. 

Among the circuits which had ne- 
gotiated with 306 up to Aug. 31, 
when contracts expired, and are now 
under long termers for Empire op- 
erators are Ochs, Sherman, Silver- 
man, Casey-Wheeler and a host of 
individuaily operated indie theatres. 
The Schwartz chain broke with 
Kaplan the previous week, while 
some time before then the Rachmil 
and Landow chains entered the pact 
with Empire. 

Arbitration Group 

Under the arbitration set-up a 
board of five, presided over by 
Charles O'Reilly, head of the The- 
atre Owners Chamber of Commerce, 
will rule upon every complaint. 
Complainant and defendant will 
each have two places on the board, 
TOCC goes on record, through 
O'Reilly, as having no interest in 
Empire other than to see that ita 
members get a just deal. They 
would have stayed with 306, O'Reilly 
maintains, had that union been less 
autocratic. 

Loss to Kaplan through the shift 
of indies to Empire means about 
400 projectionists, it is conceded by 
both sides. The Kaplan organiza- 
tion, however, is not content with 
the fact that the indies have signed 
Empire contracts. They hold that 
there is still a chance for them to 
regain their booth strength in the 
New York indie field, 

Meantime, both unions continue 
to picket each other’s theatres. Em- 
pire is estimated to have as many 
pickets as 306. 

Kaplan unit is set during this 
week to open another series of ‘war 
houses.’ It is increasing its news- 
paper and bill poster campaign at 
the same time. 

Although briefs are to be sub- 
mitted to the New York Supreme 
Court today (Tuesday) on 306’s 
application, through subsidiary out- 
door theatre corporations, to come 
pel major and independent produc- 
ers to supply it with pictures, Kap- 
lanites continue to maintain that 
they will be able to obtain sufficient 
foreign product to carry on these 
free showings indefinitely. 











‘Mickey Mouse’ shorts Oct. 1, Idea 
is that the date will be called 
Mickey Mouse’s fourth anniversary 
and exploitation will be so arranged. 

Jack Fuld has been added to the 
U.A,. publicity staff to take over the 
campaign as a special assignment. 





WB's 1007, Control in Philly Seen 


As Forerunner to WB-Skouras Poo! 








Philadelphia, Sept. 5. 

Town goes 100% Warners’ outside 
of few minor spots controlled by the 
Skouras-Par combine, when War- 
ners take over the Fox the atre this 
week. 

How Warners plan to operate the 
Fox along with WPR’s other big de 
luxers here isn’t known. Owing to 
Labor Day holiday weekend, the WB 
and Fox officials couldn't be reached 
for any comment. 





Broadway opinion of the Philly 
report anent Warner's taking over 
the Fox theatre in the Quaker City 
sees in this takeover the forerunner 
of other Fox-Warner negotiations in 
the east, middle west and the 





Coast, with the Skouras Brothers 
fronting as principals for Fox, 

These negotiations include a deal 
for a dozen Warner films to go into 
the Roxy, on Groadway. Also, for 
Skouras, as operators of Fox West 
Coast, to take over the Warner the- 
atre spots on the Coast with the 
single exception of Warner’s Holly- 
wood, which WB may retain as its 
own show spot for WB premieres. 

The middle west deal between 
Skouras and WB calls for certain 
Warner spots around Milwaukee go- 
ing to Fox’s Midwesco. Details 
aren’t known nor houses concerned, 
although indications point to the 
entire matter being set although not 
yet signed. 
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TRYING TO PATCH UP 
PUBLIX-DUBINSKY RIFT 


Efforts are being inade to avoid 


dissolution of the Publix-Dubinsky 
partnership in a group of 14 the- 
atres in the Kansas City zone, 
There has been friction in this sit- 
uation for some time with the Du- 
binskys locally in charge. 

Austin Keough, heading Para- 
mount legal forces, has returned 
from Kansas City and Ed Dubinsky 
may come on to New York shortly 
for further conferences. 

The “nblix-Dubinsky partnership 
was effected a year ago. 


‘Maedchen’ at $1.50 


*‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ German 
talker, is set for two-a-day showing 
at the Criterion, New York, starte 
ing Sept. 12, at $1.50 top. 

It's the first time a German talke 
er has been roadshowed on Broade 
way with the exception of a three- 
week booking of ‘Maedel von der 
Reeperbahn’ at the Central two 
years ago at $1 top. 

John Krimsky owns the American 
rights on the picture, 
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Holiday Scram-O No Help to L. A. 
But Biz OK; Blondie, $21,000: 


Par, $2750; ‘Event’ $15,00, Big 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
With the three-day holiday, the 
final of the season, there was a big 
exodus, which possibly hurt the two 
top money getters on the week. Biz 
strong enough, however, for three 
holdovers. 


‘Love Me Tonight,’ the Chevalier 
opus, will possibly hit zround $27,- 
500 on the week. ‘Blondie of the 
Follies,’ with the Hearst paper con- 
centration, off to better than aver- 
age at the State, and looks for $21,- 
600 as the final count, 

‘Bird of Paradise’ at the Orpheum 
gives evidence of setting a new rec- 
ord for the straight picture policy. 
‘Blessed Event’ got off to a $2 open- 
ing at the Hollywood, which drew 
the stars and good trade. 

‘Back Street’ bowed out at the 
Carthay Circle Sunday night, house 
going dark. ‘Igloo’ will finish the 
first run policy at the Criterion on 
Sept. 10. : 

Pantages gives indications of poor 
week, with ‘Bring "Em Back Alive.’ 

Chinese reopens Sept. 9 with a 
$5.50 unveiling of ‘Rain.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; $1.65) 
‘Back Street’ (U) and stage show 
(5th-final week). Engagement was 
extended four days, with closing 
Sept. 4. Last week, due to scram- 
ming announcement, take was fairly 
good at $7,600. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 25-65)— 
Igloo’ (U). Was not so hot a trade- 
getter due to other similar type pic- 
tures having beaten it in, For first 
week it hit around $6,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
—‘Big City Blues’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Adding western feature to 
help this one was no material aid, 
as around $6,500 is off average for 
house, but would be big for this one. 
Last week ‘Doctor X’ (WB) very 
good at $9,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
*Blessed Event’ (WB). Great start- 
off campaign showed fine results for 
premiere and at opening pace the 
columnist yarn should drawn big 
$15,000. Will holdover. Last week 
‘Two Against the World’ (WB) was 
on tap for eight days, and did fairly 
good, getting $10,500. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-55)—‘Bird of 
Paradise’ (RKO). Heavy, excellent 
studio campaign with it, take looks 
biggest yet under straight sound 
policy and will be around $14,000. 
To h.o. Last week ‘American Mad- 
ness’ (Col) very good at $6,600. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-90)— 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Looks like poor $7,500. 
Last week ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ 
(U) more than expected with $7,600. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10) —‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) and 
stage show. Start not as big as an- 
ticipated, but most satisfactory, as 
take should be around very good 
$27,500. Staying second week. Last 
week ‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) 
hit the tape with $15,000, which was 
okay for this one. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75)— 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Off to good start on 
opening matinee and should come to 
around $21,000, okay. Last week 
‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) kept building 
as week progressed, with final count 
big at $23,000. 


MONTREAL LOOKS UP; 
CHEVALIER $13,000 


Montreal, Sept. 5. 

Tropical weather, eclipses and 
outside attractions cut into grosses 
this last week, but with the return 
of vacationists, the holiday and a 
probable let-up in the heat, the fall 
season will be off to a good start 
currently with the best programs 
listed for the past few months, 

Palace is starring Chevalier and 
should get a boost in gross to $13,- 
000. The Capitol with Buster Kea- 
ton is another certain gross get- 
ter, to at least $12,000. Walter 
Huston at the Princess should get 
into the money with a $7,500 gross. 
The nabes are on their toes and also 
look for a good week. 

Harry A. Kaufman, manager, 
Consolidated Theatres, who has re- 
signed, was dined and wined at the 
Press Club Thursday (1) when all 
local film and exchange men were 
present. He is going to New York. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-$1) 
—The Faithful Heart’ (British). 
Reopening for fall season and may 
get $8,000 on lowered prices. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) — ‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (Par). Bringing ’em in, 
may jump to $13,000. Last week 
‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par), $11,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘Speak 
Easily’ (M-G) and ‘Westward Pass- 
age’ (Radio). Keaton always gets 
money here and Capitol likely to 
break over $12,000, Last week ‘Sky- 
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Louisville Partial to 
Tallulah; Strong $12,300 


Louisville, Sept. 5. 

Fall season beginning with Labor 
Day week as Gayety opens bur- 
lesque stock and Rialto begins one 
week stand of vaudefilm bills in- 
stead of split weeks. Rialto still 
giving away automobiles on Monday 
nights and Brown continuing small 
cash prize awards. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 15-25-40)—‘Blondie 

of the Follies’ (M-G). Good $9,800. 


Last week ‘Last Mile’ (Col), n. s. 
g., $6,800. 
Rialto (2,700; 25-35-55) (Fourth 


Ave.)—‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) and 


vaude. Fine $12,300. Last week 
‘War Correspondent’ (Col), fair 
$10,700. 


Strand (1,786; 25-35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.)—Down to Earth’ (Fox). Good 
$8,100. Last week ‘Horse Feahters’ 
(Par) strong $9,700. 

Brown (1,800; 25-25-40)—‘Doctor 
X’ (FN). Just fair at $3,200. Last 
week ‘No Greater Love’ (Col), a bad 
$2,100. 

Alamo (1,000; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.)—‘O. K. America’ (U). okay 
at $2,900. Last week ‘Guilty as Hell’ 
(Par), good $3,300. 


Tonight’ Heads for 
$12,000 in Balto.; 
‘Street’ Ups Keith’s 


Baltimore, Sept. 5. 

It’s a new season and the local 
theatres are settling down to watch 
the take climb into the profit-mak- 
ing marks of former years. This 
week, in Baltimore, particularly 
standing out for a sudden awaken- 
ing is the Keith spot. Theatre has 
been battling badly through the 
spring and summer, but now ap- 
pears on its way to security, main- 
ly because of its films down on the 
booking sheet. 

Currently, ‘Back Street’ is taking 
all the matinee trade on that shop- 
ping street. Notices are strong and 
trade ditto. Flicker was shot in a 
day ahead of schedule and appears 
easily strong enough for an eight- 
day run. House follows this with 
‘Horse Feathers,’ which prompted 
some discussion as to whether 
Loew's wouldn’t put up a fight for 
this flicker, but it stays at this indie 
house in accordance with the 50-50 
allocation of the Par product locally. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 35- 
55-65-75) — ‘Successful Calamity’ 
(WB) and vaude. Abe Lyn.an band 
and Bert Lytell headlining, and fig- 
uring heavily at the money-changer. 
Will hold house to fine $15,000. Last 
week ‘Divorce in the Family’ (M-G) 
got able assistance from the ‘Rio 
Rita’ tab to touch $16,100. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-50)—‘Hold Em Jail’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Nick Lucas heading the 
stage, but underplayed to the flicker 
which is the big gun currently. 
Okay at $8,500. Last week ‘Bird 
of Paradise’ (Radio) managed ex- 
cellent $9,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,450; 15- 
25-40)—‘Back Street’ (U). House 
perks excellently currently, and is 
making an eight-day stay of this 
one to nifty likely $7,000. Vaude is 
practically set, pending negotiations 
with the stage crafts. Last week 
‘Big City Blues’ (WB) saddened six 
days at $1,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-40-50) 
—Down to Earth’ (Fox). Slated for 
one of the weakest Will Rogers’ 
takes at maybe $4,500. Last week 
‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) mediocre at 
$4,800. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25-40- 
55-65-75)—‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). 
Ace femme flicker of the week; get- 
ting notices and results. May touch 
high $12,000 from the early pace. 
Last week ‘Blondie of Follies’ (M-G) 
wavered in its run somewhat, but 
finished on the right side at $11,100. 











scraper Souls’ (M-G) and ‘Women 
Who Play’ (Par) took $10,000. 
Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)—70,- 
000 Witnesses’ (Par) and vaude. 
Good program with likelihood of 
$13,000. ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) 
and vaude last week under $12,000. 
Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60)— 
‘American Madness’ (Col) and ‘Se- 
cret Witness’ (Col). Above average 
pictures should get around $8,000. 
Last week ‘Explorers of the World’ 


(Col) and ‘Love Affair’ (Col) did 
well at $7,000. 

Imperial (Franco-Film) (1,900; 
25-40)—‘Au Nom de la Lo?’ 
(French). May take $2,000. Last 
week ‘Service de Nuit’ (French) 


grossed $1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600: 25- 
50)—‘Reve d’Amour’ (French). May- 
be $1,500. Last week ‘Coeur de Paris’ 
(French), $1,250, 





UP GOES COTTON, BIZ 
IN B'HAM DITTOES 


Birmingham, Sept. 5. 

Show business up. Nearly every 
house in town has seen a slight in- 
crease in gross, and the two larger 
houses have had nice jumps. Im- 
proved business conditions are given 
as the reason for the upturn. The 
steel market has improved slightly 
and cotton has advanced $2.50 a 
bale. And they say down here, ‘as 
the cotton crop goes, so goes busi- 
ness.” 

Fighting it out this week are ‘Back 
Street’ and ‘Love Me tonight,’ two 
pictures that should do some cork- 
ing business before next Saturday. 
‘Tonight’ has the edge somewhat. 
Plenty of rain still hurting business, 
and Sells-Floto circus Friday won't 
help any, either. 

Estimates for This Week 








Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). 
Plenty good at $10,000. Last week 


‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) moderate at 
$8,500. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Back 
Street’ (U). Going after femme 
trade in ads, and where the women 
want to go that’s where you'll find 
men, also; good matinees and a neat 
$6,000. Good for small house and in 
comparison to past grosses. Last 
week ‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio) 
pretty good at $4,800. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN). Another 
house aiming for the women trade 
with Rinehart story, $4,100. Last 
week ‘“Tenderfoot’ (FN) one of best 
liked films in town, $4,000. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox). With opposish 
it is a question how this will gross; 
certain to attract men and may get 
$1,700. Last week ‘Street of Wom- 
en’ (WB), $1,600. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G). Gilbert film 
makes this one another woman’s 
picture among the many in town; 
$900. Last week ‘Aren’t We All?’ 
(Par) and jerked after two days of 
starvation and walkouts and ‘Ride 
Him Cowboy’ (Four Star) substi- 
tuted to finsh up a fair week. Latter 
was good western, which helped a 
lot toward getting $875. 


SEATTLE’S FALL SWING; 
CHEV’S SMASH $14,000 


Seattle, Sept. 5. 

Opening of.schools and arrival of 
fall weather makes local houses 
ballyhoo into fall season with con- 
siderable noise. Holiday helped fur- 
ther. 

Orpheum this week ups prices to 
50c. evenings, with balcony remain- 
ing 25c. Fox-West Coast readying 
Paramount for opening Sept. 15, 
with declared intention to make ita 
real theatre. Fanchon-Marco shows 
to move there from Fifth, with Jules 
Buffano’s band, too, while Jack 
Crawford band goes from the Fox 
to the Fifth, for stage band presen- 
tations. Frank Newman, Jr., to 
manage Paramount, 

Estimates for This Week 








Fifth Ave. (F WC) (2,300; 25-65) 
—Love Me Tonight’ (Par). Big 
black ink play for Chevalier. Mat 


biz is exceptional, with femme trade 
predominant. Corking $14,000. Last 
week ‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G) 
and two Nash car giveaways helped 
make gross a dandy $13,200. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—Back Street’ (U). Fannie Hurst 
gets the billing. Okay $7,800. Last 
week ‘Bird of Paradise’ (RKO) did a 
big biz with rapid turnover due to 
show grinding through fast; $9,200. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55)—‘Di- 
vorce in ‘the Family (M-G). Slow 
$3,300. List week ‘Horse Feathers’ 
(Par) hot from big week at Fifth 
Ave., did a nice gross $5,400. 

Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘Sign of Four’ 
(World Wide). Another Sherlock 
Holmes. No car deal this week, so 
slower at $4,000, but fair. Last week, 
‘Race Track’ (Tif) even with car 
free I'riday night a mild $4,700. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—‘Crooner’ (WB). Fair $2,500. 
Last week ‘Igloo’ (U) helped by 
great campaign, $2,800. 

Coliseum (F WC) (1,800; 25-50)— 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G). Ex- 
tended run from Fifth Ave. for six 
days a good $2,800. Last week ‘Pass- 
port to Hell’ (Fox) and ‘Huddle’ 
(M-G) for another nice week, keep- 
ing this house in the running in 
manager’s contest, $3,200. 





‘Theatre Owrers Robbed 
Denver, Sept. 5. 

Erwin and Mollie Moidel, brother 
and sister, owners of the Comet 
theatre, were threatened by a gun- 
man who jumped on the running 
board of their car when they 
stopped for a traffic light. Couple 
were made to drive several miles 
and then forced to give up $200 in 
theatre receipts. 

Holdup seized the money sack and 
escaped with a confederate in an- 





other car. 


GROSSES 


Mpls. Knows No BO. Blues; ‘Jail’ 
Splendid $15,000 


Tuesday, September 6, 1932 














B’klyn Could Be Worse; 
Fox Ups, ‘Ist Yr.,’ $25,000 


Brooklyn, Sept. 5. 
With the exodus, only natural 
that the downtown deluxers should 
take it on the chin this week, but 
actually biz not so worse. The Par 
with ‘70,000 Witnesses’ and Harry 
Richman and Bert Lahr on the stage 
figures around $35,000, which is no 
great shakes. Richman in his sec- 
ond week is evidently not a draw 
and Lahr also not much of a help. 
The Fox this week is showing 
encouraging signs for the first time 
in months via the Gaynor-Farrell 
combine in ‘The First Year.’ There's 
actually a street line around the 
house. Around $25,000, splendid. 
Albee is splurging with Kate 
Smith and her revue above the pic, 
‘Age of Consent.’ May hit a nifty 
$30,000. 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50-75)— 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) and stage 
show headed by Harry Richman, 
second and final week, and Bert 


Lahr. House is brightly exploited; 
$35,000 possible, not so hot. Last 
week ‘Night Club Lady’ (Col) 


brought in $38,000, so-so. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘First Year’ 
(Fox) and vaude. First real busi- 
ness this ailing cinema palace has 
had in many moons. The $25,000 
pace is something to talk about. 
Last week ‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) 
did a meagre $7,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Age 
of Consent’ (RKO) and vaude. The 
stalwart Kate Smith and her 50- 
minute revue headlining. In the 
vicinity of $30,000, very nice. Last 
week ‘Back Street’ (U) and Olsen 
and Johnson on the stage did a 
goodly $28,000. 

Loew’s Metropolitan (2,500; 25- 

35-50-60-75)—The Last Mile (M-G) 
and vaude. Art Jarrett returns for 
the first time locally since his de- 
parture from the Fox several months 
ago. Jarrett, local lad, has some 
following but not enough to write 
to the home office about; $20,000, all 
right. Last week ‘Speak Easily’ 
(M-G) $18,000, weak. 
Strand (2,000; 25-35-50-65)— 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB). Columnist 
flicker a fair $11,000. Last week 
‘Crooner’ (FN) $8,000, weak. 


CINCY CONTINUES OK; 
WILL ROGERS, $15,000 


Cincinnati, Sept. 5. 

The second straight week of 
above-average product and winning 
takes at the principal boulevard 
cinemas. Rain Saturday spoiled 
out-of-town week-end rambles, and 
Labor Day swelled receipts in regu- 
lar holiday style. 

Albee vaudfilm array is an im- 
provement over past fortnight. Che- 
valier and Rogers are the current 
film standouts. ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
is holding over to excellent returns. 


Estimates for This Week 








Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)— 
‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) and F-M 
‘World’s Faire&St’ unit, bolstered 


with Ted Healy and His Racketeers. 
The stooge impresario rates the loud 
noise in lights, newspaper ads and 
posters. Setup heralded as ‘a $10,- 
000 show.’ Screen title topped over 
Lukas-Landi combo. Heading for 
$24,000; very good. Last week 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G) and F-M ‘Gobs 
of Joy’ idea, extraed with Cherni- 
avsky’s orchestra, dipped to an all- 
time low of $12,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
Down to Earth’ (Fox). Will Rogers 
ropin’ ’em at $15,000 clip; good. Last 
week ‘Back Street’ (U), advantaged 
with Hollywood premiere and Cincy 
locale of story, got a wham $24,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). Chevalier 
the draw for a great $17,000. Last 
week ‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G) 
attracted $10,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)—‘Bird 
of Paradise’ (RKO). Flying high in 
second week with $11,000 following 
$15,500 black eruption for starter. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,550; 25-40)— 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB). No names, 
but lots of comedy. Plugged with 
added publicity. Should built to $7,- 
000, dandy. Last week ‘A Success- 
ful Calamity’ (WB), George Arliss 
magneted the limousine trade for a 
good $6,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Radio Patrol’ (U) and ‘Gorilla Ship’ 
(Fischer). Split week. Fast get- 
away indicates oke $3,300. Last week 
‘Texas Bad Man’ (U) and ‘Midnight 
Lady’ (Fischer). Tom Mix pulled 
up a winner, but the last half weak- 
ened for $2,400; fair, 





‘Big Chance’ for Eagle 
Hollywcod, Sept. 5. 
Finishing ‘Exposed’ for Al Her- 
man’s Eagle Productions, Mauri 
Grashin was retained to write a sec- 
ond. 





New one is titled ‘Big Chance.’ 
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Minneapolis, Sept. 5. 

Loop showhouses continue to rof} 
swiftly along under the impetus of 
newly born prosperity. ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ and ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ are 
currently whamming them and will 
chalk up pleasing profits. 

The exceptional strength of tha 
new product is credited mainly for 
the recent strong upswing in box 
office grosses. Other factors alsa 
believed to enter into the situation 
are the stock market ris? nid an 
upturn in some {farm prices, which 
have created a better sentiment, 
which in turn has loosened purse 
string and thus stimulated theatre 
attendance; also figuring is the more 
vigorous exploitation and showmanw 
ship efforts and a considerable re 
duction in seating as a r23ult of the 
closing of the two big loop de luxe 
houses, the Minnesota and Century, 
which account for nearly 6,090 seats 
betweer them. 

State Fair visitors are expected td 
help swell the total intakes this 
week. 

Publix’s policy now is to move it# 
outstanding pictures directly from 
the State, ace loop theatre, to the 
Uptown, principal nabe, for a sec- 
ond consecutive week in town. Scale 
at both houses is the same. ‘Down 
to Earth,’ like ‘Horse Feathers’ the 
preceding week, has gone directly to 
the Urtown. 

Outstanding Fanchon- Marco units, 
as well as name attractions, will be 
booked into the State from time to 
time. The first of these since the 
Mills Brothers will be ‘Desert Song,” 
starting next Friday. 

Indications of ‘better times’ were 
evidenced last week, when the Mar- 
cus Show built tremendously at the 
Orpheum, pulling $17,009 for tho 
seven days, instead of the $12,006 
estimated at the outset of the en- 
gagement. 

Legit season gets under way thig: 
month. ‘Cynara’ opens the Metro- 
politan; Bainbridge stock starts at 
the Shubert with ‘As Husbands Go,” 
while the Gayety, successful in oh- 
taining a license after being turned 
down originally, resumes once more 
with stock burlesque. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (Par). Critics and cus 
tumers raving about picture and 
biz paced excellently. Chevalier 
and Miss McDonald strong cards 
here. ‘Down to Earth’ pulled Thurs« 
day afternoon to permit this attrac 
tion to open same evening, half a 
day ahead of time. Looks like big 
$15,500. Last week ‘Down to Earth” 
(Fox) $15,200, fine. 


Orpheum (RKG) (2,890; 55)—< 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (RKO) and vaude-« 
ville. Strong all-around show 


Wheeler & Woolsey meet with ap- 
proval here. Stage show good and 
only one in Twin Cities, is getting 
nice play from State Fair visitors. 
Ought to top $15,000, splendid. Last 
week ‘War Correspondent’ (Col), 
$17,000, phenomenal; one of biggest 
weeks in year, with entire credit 
going to Marcus Show on stage. 


Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)— 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M-G). 
Strong cast. As played up Robert 
Montgomery and Durante, with 
Miss Davies in small type. Picture 
far from knockout; maybe $3,000. 
Last week, ‘White Zombie’ (UA), 


good $7,200. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Ma-< 
dame Racketeer’ (Par) and ‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G), split. Looks like 
$2,000, fair. Last week, ‘Hed Head- 
ed Woman’ (M-G), second loop run, 
held for full week instead of four 
days originally scheduled, immedi- 
ately after week at Uptown; $2,400, 
good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Man 
About Town’ (Fox), ‘Society GirP 
(Fox) and ‘Man from Yesterday’ 
(Par), split, second loop runs. About 
$1,200 indicated; fair. Last week, 
‘Tenderfoot’-( FN), ‘Girl Crazy’ 
(RKO) and ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par), 
second loop runs; $1,000, fair, 


Bill Elson May Also 
Assume G.O.H. in St. E. 


St. Louis, Sept. 5. 

Grand Opera House may be re 
opened as a 10 and 15-cent grind by 
RKO around Sept. 17. Bill Elson is 
here looking over the ground. 

Elson is operating the President, 
St. Paul, besides the Seventh Street, 
Minneapolis, for RKO on a sharing 
basis. 











WB SUED FOR THEATRE RENT, 


Steubenville, O., Sept. 5. 

A petition alleging that Warner 
Bros. Theatres, Inc., have not paid 
rental for the Capitol theatre site in 
Steubenville for the months of July 
and August, further alleging that 
the rental is due in advance and 
amounts to $3,541.67 monthly, thé 
Capitol Amusement Co., asks thé 
recovery of two months rental with 





interest. 
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Too Much ‘Hell’ on Chi Marquees: 


Palace $25,000 


with ‘Paradise’: 


Robinson Crusoe fs Mild, $12,000 





Chicago. Sept. 5. 

Palace started strongly with ‘Bird 
ef Paradise’ plus Jack Dempsey as 
headliner, and ought to remain, 
comparatively, the best of the Labor 
Day week entries. Oriental will be 
low with ‘Speak Easily.’ Balaban & 
Katz gave the first billing and the 
exploitation prominence to Jimmy 
Durante over Buster Keaton. 
-, White Zombie’ stayed one week 
only at the United Artists. Cam- 
paign failed to bring results, and 
the indicated $16,000 proved to be 


about $10,000. Feeling here is that 
the horror cycle is over and that 
more bookings of that kind only in- 
vites deficits. However, a stage 
version of the same piece was a 
legit flop locally last season and 
that didn’t help the going on Kan- 
dolph street. : 

: Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 40-65-85) 
— ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Will Rogers picture looks 
like around $35,000, okay. Burns 
and Allen as headliners on radio 
reps; their last appearance at RKO 
Palace as just a standard comedy 
team. Last week ‘Blondie of the 
Follies’ (M-G) captured a nice $40,- 
000 after being suddenly switched 
into Chicago instead of Oriental, 
where originally booked. 

“ McVickers (B&K) (2,000; 40-65- 
%5)—‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) (3d- 
final weck). Should tally farewell 

18,000. for a dandy engagement, 

hevalier’s ‘Love Me _ Tonight’ 
next. 

Oriental (B&K) 3,200; 40-65-85)— 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Another indifferent week. 
Holiday may hoist total above the 
$19,000 pace. Last week about $20,- 

00 with ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). 

*' Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-55-83)— 
*Bird of Paradise’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Lots of money spent on cam- 
paign and the biz started like there 
would be $25,000 in the till on the 
count-up. South Sea stuff with 
semi-nude heroine and hero also at 
the United Artists with ‘Mr. Robin- 
son Crusoe.’ Jack Dempsey’s ova- 
tion gives ex-champ legitimate 
claim to part of ‘the credit for the 
Palace's good week. Last week 
*War Correspondent’ only so-so at 
$16,500. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) and 
vaude: Fourth picture around town 
bearing word ‘hell’ and the shock is 
all gone; Others were ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell,” ‘Guilty as Hell’ and 
“Hell Below Zero,’ not to menion 
*Devil and the Deep.’ Satanic titles 
not helping. This one coypled with 
musical tabloid instead of usual 
yaudeville. Fair $16,60). Around 
that niche last week with ‘jTolly- 
wood Speaks.’ 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; - 
65-75) —‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). 
Fairbanks travelog will do $12,000, 
passable. ‘White Zombie’ disap- 
pointed with $10,000. 


DENVER ON ALL SIX: 
BIZ BEST IN MONTHS 


Denver, Sept. 5. 

All houses are bragging about 
good business, with everything 
pointing toward biggest for most 
houses in past several months. Or- 
pheum turning in high figure for 
period Harry Huffman has had 
house, but Will Rogers natural for 
Denver this week, even without 
vaude backing. 

Siamese Twins are proving good 
house, with five 








draw at same 
standouts. 

This week Ted Mack’s last at 
Denver and getting big hand in 
farewell program. Gilda Gray is at- 
tracting at Denver Paramount. The 
Rialto is coming to life and turning 
in good figures, Denver's perfect 
theatre weather helping here, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-66) 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) and stage 
Bhow. 3ig $16,000 in sight. Last 
week ‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) 
did $12,700, okay. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-40-66)—‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) 
and RKO vaude. May reach fine 
$17,000. Last week ‘Hold 'Em Jail’ 
(Radio), backed by Floyd Gibbons 
in person, did a good $16,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 
*—‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). Has a 
chance for $11,000, excellent. Last 
week ‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) finished 
fair at $5,700. 

Rialto (RKO-Huftman) (900; 25- 
40)—‘Purchase Price’ (WB). Looks 
to run up nice $3,200. Last week 
‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U) was a 
Gisappointment, $2,250, 


a Pee a ets 


‘000; 25-35)—‘Downstairs’ 








Par’s 25c Mats Help 
Chey to $11,000 in N. H. 


New Haven. Sept. 5. 

Poli showing effect of 24-sheet 
campaign with nice grosses past 
three weeks. 

Paramount introduces new price 
policy, which includes a cut in addi- 
tion to house standing the tax. Poli 
also lops off a nickel starting with 
current bill, and Roger Sherman is 
set to follow sui next week. 


General improved product is 
boosting figures in all de luxe 
houses. 


Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 40-60) 
—‘Love Me Tonight’ and unit. New 
seale of 25-cent matinee packs them, 
but ovening drop is noticeable. Still, 
$11,000 pace is .okay. Last week 
‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par), a good 
$9,600. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)—‘Bird 
of Paradise’ (RKO) and ‘Divorce in 
Family’ (M-G). Okay around $7,000. 
Last week ‘Back Street’ (U) and 
‘Painted Woman’ broke $9,000, which 
topped all figures since May. 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
55)—‘Doctor X’ (FN) and ‘Big City 
Blues’ (WB). Fair, around $4,800. 
Last week ‘What Price Hollywood’ 
(RKO) and ‘Racetrack’ ditto at 
$4,500. 


PORT. BALLY UPS ALL; 
ROGERS PIC $12,500 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 5. 

Exploitation methods returning to 
straight picture selling, with greater 
talkie season as the chief current 
plug. Grosses in general upping. 
Hamrick’s Oriental tried the auto 
door. prize gag with some success, 
but probably won’t repeat. Feeling 
is that selling the product is the 
right idea. 

‘Love Me Tonight’ into the Rialto 
from the Paramount for a second 
week is doing nicely on the h. 0. 
First week won a b. o. blue ribbon 
at the Fox Paramount, which is 
still holding up. 

Hanirick’s Oriental is in line for 
better than average gross with 
‘Igloo. This house seldom hits high 
spots, but showed gains last week 
with ‘Doctor X.’ 

Fox-Paramount has ‘Down to 
Earth ’and is also in line for ex- 
ceptional biz and an okay black 
figure. House gross is strengthened 
by F & M units, now the only stage 
shows in the burg. 

United Artists is doing nicely 
with ‘Downstairs’ after another fair 
week with ‘Passport to Hell.’ 

Fox-Parker plans to reopen the 
Broadway this month. Also some 
plans for legit house to open, but 
mostly the vacant downtown houses 
are being used currently as grinds. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) and 
F & M unit. Getting okay results. 
In line for a winning $12,509. Last 
week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) rang 
the bell for a nice $11,500 and into 
the Rialto for a second week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Holding up to 
good biz; $5,700. Last week ‘Blondie 
Captive’ (Col) answered to strong 
exploitation for fair $4,700. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
(M-G). 
Should collect okay $5,000. Last 
week ‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) fair 
for this house at $4,500. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Igloo’ (U), Bettering average biz 
and. may hit $4,500. Last week ‘Doc- 








-tor X’ (FN) nicely for $4,000. 


_ Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25)—‘Love 
Me Tonight’ (Par). Clicking for 
good second week after first week 
at the Paramount. Likely _ $3,500. 
Last week ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par), 
second week, very okay at $4,000. 





Tacoma Strong 





Tacoma, Sept. 5. 
Labor day marks the official end 
of the outdoor pilgrimages and 
brings in the fall show season. The 
past summer has not been so good 
for the resorts, due to coolness of 








Weather Dents Indbpls.; 
Chev 7 G’s; Pal, $5,000 


Indianapolis, Sept. 5. 

Weather too warm for much biz. 
However, Indiana State fair is 
drawing big crowds. Downtown biz 
good in spots. 

‘Horse Feathers,’ the first picture 
to be held over at the Indiana, was 
pulled out a day early when biz 
dropped off. 

Estimates for This.Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35) ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox), Good 
for $3,400. Last week, ‘Two Against 


the World’ (WB), $3,500. 
Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35) ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). 


Should click for good $7,000. Last 
week house volplaned with ‘Devil 
and the Deep’ (Par) and F. & M. 
stage unit, around $12,500. This pic- 
ture and unit were bought for In- 
diana but were shifted to Circle 
when ‘Horse Feathers’ was held. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25; 35) ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
(RKO). May touch fair $6,500. Last 
week ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par), $7,000. 

Loew’s Palace (2,800; 25-35) 
‘Blondie of the Follies’ (MG). Good 
for $5,000. Last week ‘Last Mile’ 
(Tif), poor $3,400. 


K. C. PLENTY OK; 
BACK ST. WOW 
$20,000 


Kansas City, Sept. 5. 

When Ted Lewis was booked into 
the Mainstreet four weeks ago he 
started something. During the week 
he broke all attendance records, and 
the crowds have kept coming ever 
since, with the result that in the 
four weeks in August, including the 
Lewis engagement, and ihat of the 
‘Desert Song,’ the house has played 
to 250,000 admissions, a record for 
the town. 

Current week looks like some 
more of the same as ‘Back Street’ 
has ’em lined up and waiting for the 
ticket windows to open and with the 
Labor Day holiday, to boost a little, 
the week will hold very close to the 
one just gone, which was one of the 
best in months. A nifty $20,000 is 
the pace. 

The Newman, with ‘Horse Feath- 
ers’ and ‘Love Me Tonight,’ also 
enjoyed the best two consecutive 











weeks in a year; the Chevalier 
flicker being runner-up for the 
Marxes , 


Loew’s Midland has suffered ter- 
ribly for several weeks, its pictures 
not being strong enough to offset 
the strong offerings of the others on 
the street. This week will show a 
little increase, but nothing great as 
the Jackie Cooper name is not suf- 
ficient to excite the customers. 

The Ringling show here Thursday 
for two performances drew capacity 
for both, but there was no notice- 
able decrease in the downtown the- 
atres. Fall racing season, at River- 
side, started Saturday, with the 
general admission price 40c. and 
drew heavily over the week-end. 

City schools open Tuesday, which 
will take some of this matinee kid 
tickets out of the count. 

Starting Friday Tex Guinan and 
her gang will furnish the Main- 
street’s stage show. Act was slipped 
in on very short notice, but the 
management is spreading the news 
far and wide. 

_ Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
15-25)—'70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). 
This one was set in after ‘Passport 
to Hell’ had been announced, and 
will hold to a fair business, $3,500. 
Last week ‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) 
not so hot, either, $4,000. 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
25-40)—‘Divorce in the Family’ (M- 
G). House in for but fair week, as 
the fans cannot reconcile Jackie 
Cooper with the ‘Divorce’ title; $11,- 
500. Last week ‘Last Mile’ (World 
Wice) never got started and close:l 
with only $8,200, poor. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Back Street’ (U) and vaude. If 
fans didn’t know what's showing 
at this theatre it’s not because the 
management didn’t tell them in all 
kinds of publicity fer the main 
thing has been to ‘Sell the house 
and show.’ Topping the stage show 
is Grace Hayes, and the radio fans 
came to see her. Good $20,000 in 
view. Last week ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
(Radio) one of the best film draws 
for months, $21,000. 














Exodus; ‘70,000 


Bway Not Bad Despite Holiday 


Witnesses Nice 


$62,000; ‘Blondie’ Easy $63,000 





Exodus over the Labor Day week- 
end, with mobs running from the 
city’s heat wave Friday night, holds 
Broadway back a little but, with 
gome strong attractions in town and 
quite a lot of New York visitors 
to be counted on, the showing looks 
fairly good. Sunday’s biz was good 
all around, threat of rain all day 
helping. 

The Capitol and Paramount both 
started out strongly, as did the 
Strand, with these three looking to 
take the majority of the loose 
change around the big town. 

Cap will top, probably doing $65,- 
000, with chance for $70,000, and 
holding over a second week. House 
has its biggest stage show yet, 
and if doing. $65,000, that will 
be topping business when Lou Holtz, 


Phil Baker and other names were 
recently trying to better that. Cur- 
rently the big Loew de luxer invites 
the fans with Lilyan Tashman, So- 
phie Tucker, Jack Benny, Jack 
Pearl, Ethel Shutta and George Ol- 
sen's band. It’s a great lineup for 
the stage in support of ‘Blondie of 
the Follies,’ from. which much wasn’t 
expected. 

Paramount has a cha..ce for $62,- 
000 with its stageful of radio artists, 
including Four Mills Bros., Donald 
Novis (held over), Stoopnagle and 
Bud, George Price, Eddy Duchin 
orchestra and Sylvia Froos, plus the 
non-ether comedian, Will Mahoney. 
At this house the picture, ‘70,000 
Witnesses,’ is figured as an aid in 
drawing the good biz. 

Strand has a chance for $25,000 on 
‘Blessed Event,’ heavily publicized 
and exploited, while Mayfair will be 
doing okay on holdover of ‘Back 
Street’ at $18,000 after a strong first 
week. 

During the past week Chevalier 
has started building a little at the 
Riv with ‘Love Me Tonight.’. House 
will do $22,000 with a chance to bet- 
ter that through the holiday. 

The Marxes at the sister Rialto 


Strong Films Aiding 
Prov.—Albee 12 G’s, 
Par Near $10,000 


Providence, Sept. 5. 

Exodus of holiday crowds for the 
beaches and mountains is cutting 
into this week's business. Some of 
the film houses are figuring on forte 
business the last half of the week 
because of the unusually strong 
product in town. Others are con- 
tent to call it just another week, 

Albee is out in front again, al- 
though opposish is tougher. Fay’s 
opened Saturday (3) with six acts 
and pictures. Albee has Mildred 
Harris Chaplin headlining, but ‘Back 
Street’ on the screen is doing most 
of the $12,000. 

_Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-55-66)— 
‘Back Street’ (U) and vaude. First 
time in weeks picture has had edge 
on vaude. In spite of holiday spot: 
will be swell in $12,000 class. Last 
week ‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio) and 
Fred Waring’s band made beautiful 
climb, house doing four shows a 
day last half to great $15,300. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-55) — ‘Painted 
Lady’ (Fox) and vaude. House 
closed all summer, reopening with 
six acts instead of five as was old 
policy. Swell stage show for open- 
ing, but picture weak and no help 
Not over fair $5,500. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55-75)— 
‘Divorce in Family’ (M-G). Name 
cast, but not drawing. House de- 
pending on a last half splurge to 
keep it out of red at $6,000. Last 
week ‘Last Mile’ (W-W), managed 
to creep over $6,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 15-55)— 
‘Two Against World’ (WB) and 
‘Beauty Parlor’ (Chesterfield). Ben- 








nett film doing the work Maybe 
$7,500, good Last week ‘Unholy 
Love’ (Allied) and ‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox) swell at $8,200. 

~Paramount (2,200: 15-55)—‘TLove 


Me Tonight’ (Par). Okay and looks 
like fine $10,000. Last week ‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par) garnered $5,600 for 
second week after titling $12,900 
opening week 

RKO Victory (1,600: 10-25-30)— 
Heft Fire Austin’ (W-W) and 
‘Midnight Morals.” Wilt do around | 
$2,300, fair. Last week ‘By Whose | 
Hand’ (Col) and ‘My Pal the King’ | 
(U) off at $1,900. 
_Metropolitan ‘Conn) 
25-30)—'Fexas Gun Fighter’ (W-W) 
and vaude. Conn promised theatre- 
goers eight acts and pictures. After 


(3,400: 10- 











the weather, with but few excep- Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,- 

tions, and this played into the hands| 860; 25-35-50)—"Two Against the 

of the theatres. | World’ (WB). Good. $8,500. Last 

Estimates for This Week |; week ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par), big 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) | $11,000. : 

—Doctor X’ (WB). Fair $1,800 

Last week ‘Igloo’ (U) went for okay 

$2,200 wc) tks | J-V IN TACOMA 

ae tai oO (F VC ,250; 25-35)— Tacoma, Sept. 5. 

co Easily (M-G), and ‘Love Me Jensen & Von «5 Me have 
onight (Par), latter five days. taken les . , 

Good $3,000. ‘Brown of Culver’|, ~~ = fase on REKO's. theatre 

(U), ‘Almost Married’ (Fox), and | here . 

‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par), in three-way| Policy not yet given out, but | 

split, ditto. structure will be remodelled, 
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one week, six acts Novelty of new 
house helping, but not over $3,000 | 
for first half. | 


are also holding their own nicely, 
probably hitting at least $20,000 on 
their fourth week. Another week 
sure, possibly a sixth, after which 
Harold Lloyd’s ‘Movie Crazy’ moves 
in. 

On Chev’'s exit at the Riv around 
Sept. 15, UA will bring in ‘Mr. Rob- 
inson Crusoe’ (Fairbanks), taking 
over house themselves 100% at the 
same time. 

‘Life Begins,’ on a reserved seat 
two-a-day policy at the Hollywood, 
started picking up after the third 
day. In its first nine days it did 
$22,000, fair enough. 

At their other house, the Garden, 
now third in importance among the 
three operating, business will be 
about even with last week, $12,000, 
on “Passport to Hell,’ holdover, holi- 
day helping. 

The Roxy started out strong when 
reopening, but between last week 
and the current try with ‘Down to 
Earth’ (Will Rogers) its pace has 
slowed down. Rogers may bring 
house $50,000, but doubtful unless 
again the holiday accelerates. 
George Arliss in ‘Successful Calam- 
ity’ follows on Friday (9), first of 
WB's for house. 

RKO's Palace is another that has 
been wading around in the red 
lately. Current possibilities augur 
no more than $14,000, an improve- 
ment over the previous seven days 
but still enough of a loss to worry 
about. ‘Age of Consent’ (Radio), on 
first run, is the picture. 

Metro’s ‘Strange Interlude,’ which 
had its premiere at the Astor at $2 
Wednesday night (31), started out 
good, getting a capacity house the 
second night. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G). Had 
its $2 premiere Wednesday night 
(31), getting off to good start in 
spite of reviews that varied in opin- 
ion of picture. 

Capito! (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Blondie of the Follies’ (M- 
G) and stage show. Names of Lilyan 
Tashman, Sophie Tucker, George 
Olsen, Jack Benny, Jack Pearl and 
ethers moving house into the $65,000 
class, maybe better. H. O. certain 
with stage doing big drawing. Last 
week very bad $46,000 on ‘Last Mile’ 
(World Wide). 

Hollywood (1,553; 55-83-$1-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20)—‘Life Begins’ (WB) (2d 
week). On first nine days chalked 
up around $20,000, fair; picture 
started to build after its first three 
days. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—‘Back 
Street’ (U) (2d week). After strong 
first week may better an okay $18,- 
000 for second. First seven days a 
big $24,000, more than expected and 
indicating picture started building 
after its opening. ‘Bird of Para- 
dise’ (Radio) probably next in here. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)—‘Age 
of Consent’ (Radio) and vaude. Red 
again at the rate of $14,000 cur- 
rently, despite that picture’s on first 
run. Last week the b. o. went to 
sleep, dragging in only $11,500 with 
‘White Zombie’ (UA), 2d run, and 
Arthur Tracy on stage. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) and stage 
show. Draw from both screen and 
stage this week, latter having Will 
Mahoney and flock of ether talent, 
Four Mills, Stoopnagle and Bud, 
Donald Novis, Georgie Price, Sylvia 
Froos and Eddy Duchin band; out 
to do very nice $62,000. Last week 
‘Night Club Lady’ (Col) and return 
of Jessel-Talmadge unit, $47,200, 


n.s.g. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par) (4th week). 
Standing up stoutly, with opportu- 
nity to better $20,000, good for 
fourth week on any pix here. Ran 
up $22,000 on third lap of seven 
days. 

Rivoli (2,200; 10-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Love Me ‘Tonight’ (Par) (3rd 
week). Started to pick up strength 
during past week, enabling it to 
expect at least $22,000 currently. 
Second week’s take $25,000. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65) — 
‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Will Rogers’ latest not ex- 
hibiting the pull he once had: may 
reach $50,000, which gives house 
some profit, but should be doing 
better, and that figure not certain, 
either. Last week, on five-day hold- 
over of ‘First Year’ (Fox) good first 
week's pace slipped to under $40,000 





Strand (2,900: 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 
—‘Blessed Event’ (WB). Beating IJ 
to Broadway with latter's ‘Okay 
America,’ which comes into the 
Paramount Friday (9), WB is ex- 
ploiting the columnist and ‘okay’ 
ingle heavily. Biz looks like a 
‘hance for $25,000, but h.o. proble- 
matical. Last week, ‘Two Against 
| World’ (WB) on holdever under 
$15,000, mild. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 
34)—‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) (2a 
week). May do $12,000, equal to 


what was drawn on the first week, 
but only through the benefit of the 
holiday. 
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20%, Off for Heat and Holiday in 
Philly; Rogers $20,000, Marx $18,500 


Philadelphia, Sept. 5. 

The intense heat wave and the 
usual out-of-town exodus over La- 
bor Day are figured as likely to cut 
down film grosses at least 20% this 
week. On the other hand, there are 
several new films that have plenty 
of potentialities and may surprise 
the wiseacres. 

The Marx Brothers’ latest, ‘Horse 
Feathers, with a normal come-back, 
may get $18,500. Will Rogers’ 
‘Down to Earth,’ at the Fox, is an- 
other with good chances. Likely to 
hit $20,000 which, while not a smash 
figure, is okay. 

‘Crooner,’ at the Earle, and Fatty 
Arbuckle on the stage, is disappoint- 
ing, and no more than $16,000 is 
indicated. The Stanton won't beat 
$7,000 with the second week of ‘Un- 
ashamed,’ and it’s plenty unlikely 
this picture will complete another 
six days. 

The Boyd has ‘Two Against the 
World’ to only mediocre response. 
Milton Charles, who is very pop- 
ular here, takes over the organist 
post early in the week. House may 
hit $14,000 on the week. 

The Karlton should get a sound 
$4,200 with ‘Doctor X,’ second run, 
and the Arcadia a fairly good $2,900 
with ‘Scarface,’ also second run. 

Announcement last week of the 
impending reopening of the Aldine 
with a road-show policy, but un- 
likely that it will happen for a num- 
ber of weeks. Also seems pretty 
certain that the Mastbaum won’t re- 
light until late in the fall, if, in- 
deed, S-W opens it at all this sea- 
son. 

Last week’s trade not more than 
fair, without a single outstanding 
smash downtown. The intense heat 
has certainly played havoc with film 
business here during the last fort- 
night. t 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75)—‘T wo 
Against the World’ (WB). Not so 
forte. Engagement of Milton Charles, 
popular here as organist, will def- 
initely affect week’s gross. Date of 
his return uncertain. Maybe $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB), 
disappointed with $13,000. 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75)—‘Down to 
Earth’ (Fox) and stage show. Rog- 
ers picture should get $20,000, de- 
spite holiday exodus. Last week 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox) disappointed with 
$16,500 after good start. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66)—‘Crooner’ 
(FN) and vaude. Disappointing, 
probably $16,000. Fatty Arbuckle 
tops stage show. Last week ‘Speak 
Easily’ (M-G) $17,000, fair. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75)—‘Horse 
Feathers’ (Par). Should recover to 
extent of $18,500. Last week ‘Dr. X’ 
(FN) a pale $14,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55)—Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G). Held over but un- 
lilsely to make full second week. If 
it does, gross won’t pass $7,000. 
Last week, $10,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55)—‘Doctor 
xX’ (FN). Moved from Stanley. 
Likely $4,200. Last week ‘Holly- 
wood Speaks’ (Col) under $3,700. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-50)—'Scar- 
face’ (FN). Second downtown run; 
$2,900 expected. Last week ‘Aren’t 
We All’ (Par) drooped to $2,300. 





Georgie-Norma, Boston, 
$40,000; ‘Bird,’ $27,000 


Boston, Sept. 5. 

The battle for September busi- 
ness between Keith’s and the Met 
is opening up with heavy publicity 
and strong advertising. Keith’s used 
daring newspaper copy for the ‘Bird 
of Paradise,’ including a full page 
in the tabloids. 

The Met took “ull advantage of 
the Jessel-Talmadge situation and 
the papers carried yards of copy 
about the two stars. It looks like 
$40,000 for this week, especially with 
*70,000 Witnesses’ on screen. 

Paramount held over ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ for a second week as $16,- 
500 for the week before Labor Day 
was a big gross for this house. Sec- 
ond stanza should come close to the 
same figure. 

estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-50-83), 
70,000 Witnesses’ (Par) and Jessel’s 
own review with Norma Talmadge. 


Looks like old times. Should do 
$40,000. Last week ‘Two Against 
the World’ (WB), $20,000, n.z. 
Paramount (Publix) (1,806: 30- 
35-66). Second week on Chevalier’s 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). Should 
do $16,000, a wow. Last week big 
$15,000 
Keith’s (RKO) (4,000: 35-50-83), 
Bird of Paradise’ (RKO) with 
Larry Rich he ading vaudeville. 
Should do nice $27.000. Last week 
“Back Street’ (1). $25,000, 
* Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-55), 
Thirteenth Guest’ (Monogram). 
Holiday should help to $9,590. Last 


week ‘Night Club Lady’ (Col) very 
disappointing with $7,500, 





‘BACK STREET’ SMASH 
IN NEWARK, $11,000 


Newark, Sept. 5. 

Everything is open in town now, 
but that they can all stay open, 
however, is another question. 

‘Back Street’ at Proctor's will 
probably lead, with ‘Two Against 
the World’ at the Branford giving 
it a good fight. 

It has been attempted to raise im- 
mediately the prices in the four de 
luxe houses, but the proposal is 
arousing stubborn oppoSition in cer- 
tain quarters and unless some house 
goes it alone the prices remain as 
below. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-25-30- 
40-55-65)—‘T wo Against the World’ 
(WB). Should reach a fine $10,000. 
Last week ‘First Year’ (Fox) good 
at $9,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Crooner’ (WB) and ‘Dr. X’ (FN). 
Has marquee so built up and down 
as to blanket Proctor’s altogether 
from Broad street. Should have no 
trouble getting the regular $5,000. 
Last week ‘Unashamed’ (M-G) and 
‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) practically 
$5,000. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘I Kiss 
Your Hand, Madame’ (Superfilm). 
Dietrich name expected to draw 
$1,200. Last week ‘White Devil’ 
(Ufa) and ‘Balinese Love,’ on third 
week, did well with over $1,100. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- 
40-55-65)—Last Mile’ (WW). Play 
has never been done professionally 
here; ought to hit near $9,000. Last 
week ‘Speak Easily’ (M-G) okay 
with over $8,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
20-25-30-40-55-66) —- ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par). Would have cleaned 
up @ month later. Will probably 
have to be content with a mild $7,- 
000. Last week ‘Horse Feathers’ 
(Par) soared to a great figure, 
$11,500. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-20-25- 
80-40-55-65)—‘Back Street’ (U). 
Will draw the women and smash 
with $11,000. Last week ‘Hold ’Em 
Jail’ (Radio) satisfied with over 
$8,000. 


HEAT’ WILTS FRISCO; 
BACK ST.’ $15,000, OK 


San Francisco, Sept. .5 

Hottest days and balmiest nights 
of the entire year are minimizing 
all pix grosses. 
Strongest screen features are 
‘Blessed Event’ at Warners and 
‘Back Street’ at Golden Gate, while 
‘Congorilla’ at Warfield is another 
puller. 
Fox has ‘70,000 Witnesses’ while 
stage fare is tab version of ‘Irene,’ 
with a heavy sales campaign accom- 
panying. 
Chevalier is in his second week 
at Paramount in ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
but it’s not the Chevalier of two 
years ago when he hung up long 
run and high gross records. 

Estimates for This Week .- 

Fox (5,000; 50-70)—‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par) and tab version of 
‘lrene’ on stage. Musicals don’t pull 
to this too-big house and take will 
be a not good enough $28,000. Will 
Rogers in ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) 
disapnointed last week with $30,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35-55- 
€5j)—‘Back Street’ (U} and vaude. 
Good $15,000 likely. Last week was 
aces, ‘Bird of Paradise’ (Radio) 
starting like a house afire and com- 
ing through with sweil $16,700, best 
in months with exception of ‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive.’ 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 55-65)— 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) (2d week). 
Chevalier not packing the ole punch 
und $10,000 just fair. First week was 











okay, but not up to anticipations, 
with $16,000. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 55-65)— 


‘Congorilla’ (Fox) and Peggy O'Neill 
stage show. House has been click- 
ing merrily for past five weeks, 
stage shows helping much, and $19,- 
000 is a neat pace for this’n. Last 
week ‘Speak Easily’ drew great 
$20,000. 

Warners (1,365; 55-65)—‘Blessed 
Event’ (WB). Advance publicity 
very good and pix starting off fine 
with buildup expected. 100d $12,- 
500. Lack of names hurting, though. 
Last week saw $8,800 on the Ben- 
nett film, ‘Two Against the World’ 
(WI). 





REWRITE FOR ‘CHANCE’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Mary McCarthy is at Universal 
to write a new treatment on ‘Ships 
of Chance,’ studio’s contribution to 
the gambling ship cycle. 
| Several previous treatments have 
| been discarded, 
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Cambria Opposes 
Set Programs for 


Big Picture Spots 


Discussing the future of the pul- 
motored Roxy, Frank Cambria 
delves back to his long experience 
with picture house production to 
formulate policies of managing di- 
rectorship. 





Tuesday, September 6, 1932 


lacide Stuff—-Pictures 








York, 


men, 


of Friday, Aug. 19. 





His first pronouncement is to 
abolish set programs. ‘Never edu- 
cate patrons to a house policy to 
the extent that they are able to 
predict the mood and running order 
of your show. One type of enter- 
tainment will appeal, and draw re- 
currently from its own type of au- 
dience. Many types of entertain- 
ment, merged into an all-around 
unit, will appeal to people at large 
willing to be persuaded to enrich 
the boxoffice. 

‘The most calculating units, the 
ones that build up soundest clien- 
tele, are those whose characteris- 
tics are chameleon. They preserve 
the greatest stimulant of show busi- 
ness—the element of surprise.’ 

His second precept for building 
up a larger, more dependable Roxy 
audience, is not to over-estimate 
promises of entertainment. Proceed- 
ing on a limited budget, the Cathe- 
dral will rely on films for its major 
draw. The Roxy cannot afford 
drawing cards for its stage enter- 
tainment. Therefore it will not out- 
ballyhoo its good intentions. Its 
presentations will attempt only to 
build up audience good will and 
inclination to accept, carte blanche, 
the promise of a good all-around 
show. 

And ‘Go to Town’ 

Conventional divertissements will 
be peppered with sock entertain- 
ment wherever possible. The Roxy 
orchestra, reassembled with an eye 
to varied programs, will play the 
classics but also ‘go to town.’ The 
staff includes two types of orches- 
trators; classical arrangers, and 
scorers who know where to place 
the notes that provide jazz rhythms. 
A group of Rasch dancers, substi- 
tuted for the conventional ballet, 
will not be limited to one style of 
execution. Each week will find the 
same ingredients rearranged in a 
new layout. 
Drafted reluctantly into the man- 
aging directorship of the Roxy, Mr. 
Cambria feels uncomfortably like 
the captain of a storm-tossed ship 
at sea. He knows the vesésel’s posi- 
tion and charted dangers. He knows, 
too, the uncertain elements of luck 
and bad fortune that may prevail. 
But he does his best to reassure 
his passengers. 


Fiance Check Precedes 
Dumping of Two by RKO 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

With RKO preparing to turn back 
the Orpheum, Oakland, to Fox West 
Coast, and the Orpheum, Spokane, 
to Alexander Pantages, E. A. Mar- 
shall, circuit auditor, is here check- 
ing financial matters before the 
transfer is made. 

RKO unloaded the Orpheum, Ta- 
coma, to the owner, George Poe, 
last week. 











Wilderness Locale for 
4 Par Pix in Work 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Two new stories under treatment 
at Paramount are ‘In for a Penny,’ 
which Julian Josephson and Brian 
Marlow are scripting, and an un- 
titled jungle yarn being worked on 

by Max Marcin and Cyril Hume. 
Latter is fourth wilderness tale 
being prepped at Par. Others are 
‘Lion’s Way,’ ‘Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer’ and ‘Tsland of Lost Souls.’ 





MONOGRAM’S DUO 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Harry Fraser and Wellyn Totman 
are adapting ‘Arizona Bound,’ Trem 
Carr’s next Rex Bell for Monogram, 
Starts Sept. 15, Fraser megging. 
Production starts same day on 
‘Wayne Murder Case,’ by Arthur 
Hoerl, which I. E. Chadwick is 
making for the same release. Leo 
Chadwick is adapting. 





U RELEASING ‘PALOOKA’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
‘Joe Palooka,’ Eddie Small’s pro- 
duction, will be released by Uni- 
versal. 
U has loaned Andy Devine to play 


the ‘Times’ readers.’ 


berg (Warners), 
York manager. 


Publix ranks are J. C. Furman 


Claimed as the first unsolicited plug on an ad by the New York ‘Times? 
is the letter written Warner Bros. by that paner, commending the film 
company on one of its ads on ‘Life Begins,’ cu) rent at Hollywood, New 
Letter, signed by Arnold Sanchez, an authority on advertising, ig 
being reproduced by WB for the benefit of its theatre and advertising 


Letter reads: ‘Please accept our congratulations on the effective dis« 
play secured in the ‘Life Begins’ advertisement in the New York ‘Times’ 
We are of the opinion that because of the attractive 
manner in which the lettering was handled and the judicious use of 
white space, this advertisement will attract the favorable attention of all 





Publix-trained advertising men, with those who worked out their 
apprenticeships under Bill Hollander in Chicago especially, are spread 
all over among the leading circuits. 
selves, include Oscar Doob (Loew's), Ben Serkowich (RKO), Lou Gold« 
Ted Leaper (Roxy) and Harry Marx, 


Hollander boys, as they call them- 


Palace, New 


Among other Publix ad men who worked their way up through the 
(WB), 


Russell Moon and Ken Long (RKO). 
House managers who have been especially trained by Publix and 


switched to competitive chains, are many. 


Wallace Allen (Loew's) and 





Tacoma, Wash., chamber of commerce tried ineffectively to induce 
Fox West Coast and RKO to reopen their houses in the northwest lumber 
city for fleet week, Sept. 1-7, to provide entertainment for 10,000 blue« 
jackets on shore leave from the Pacific fleet. 

Circuit execs figured the expense of reopening for the week would be 
more than possible revenue received from the man o’warsmen. 
picture house biz has been bad for the past five years, prompting RKO 
to close July 28, and turning back the lease two weeks ago. 
luxer there has been dark for several months, 


Tacoma 


F-WC de 





Playwright, engaged by a Coast studio to adapt a story, was given 
$7,500 for the job. On completion he submitted an outline of a yarn he 


(Continued on page 35) 





PAR-RKO YONKERS POOL 
SET; SOUTH BEND NEXT? 


Paramount-RKO pool in Yonkers 
is already in effect as of Sept. 3. 
RKO operates town for both, each 
having one theatre in the _ spot, 
namely the Par-Strand and the 
RKO Proctors. 

Presently, Par and RKO are talk- 
ing over a possible pooling deal for 
South Bend. This one calls for Par 
to take over RKO’s two houses in 
the Indiana town. Theatres con- 
cerned include the Granada and 
Palace, and RKO’s Colfax and 
Strand. 








Theatre Operators Sued 
For $45,000 in Equipment 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Claiming ownership of equipment 
and furniture of the Wilshire the- 
atre, Santa Monica, Independent 
Theatres, Inc., has filed suit in Su- 
perior Court for $45,000 against H. 
H. Beldin, Ira A. Marshall, Gus 
Metzger and Fairfax Theatre Co. 
Metzger, who operates the Fairfax, 
recently took over the Wilshire. 
Complaint alleges that the defen- 
dants wrongfully converted the 
property to their own use. Plaintiff 
also asks $2,500 attorney fees. 





FOX ADDS 2 WRITERS 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Henry Johnson and Henry Wales 
added to Fox scribbling staff. 
Jehnson is working with Dudley 
Nichols on a western, and Wales, 
formerly at Radio, is germinating 
an original of his own. 





Kahn Monolog Novelties 
Hollywood, Sept. 8. 

Gordon Kahn engaged by Tom 
White to write the narration for 
the latter’s two-reel novelties made 
in the South Seas. 

White plans to leave here Sept. 25 
for India to make another series of 
shorts. 





Brower Directing McCoy 
Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Otto Brower, former Paramount 
director, goes to Columbia. 
He will direct the next Tom 
McCoy western, ‘Texas Keane’s Re- 
turn.’ 





CIRCUITS-STAGEHANDS 
STILL APART INN. Y. 


Major circuits in New York failed 
during the past week to get to- 
gether with the stagehands on a 
new contract but there will be no 
immediate walkout. Both sides 
hope to reach an agreement which 
will become retroactive, stagehands 
remaining in all New York houses 
although the old contract expired 
yesterday (Labor Day). 

The chains demanded a 17% re- 
duction in scale for deluxe houses 
and 14% for all others. New York 
stagehands’ Local No. 1 countered 
with an offer of 15% and 12% which 
was refused at the last meeting 
Friday (2). 








Musikers Cry ‘Unfair’ 
To Orpheum, Seattle 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Ousting of musicians by RKO in 
Seattle, following switch to straight 
sound at the Orpheum, trought in 
a flood of throwaways reading ‘Or- 
pheum theatre unfair.” Cards made 


their appearance the first week. 

Seem to have had little effect on 
business for the house was in the 
black that week for the first time 
in many months. 

Stage hands and operators, burned 
over unfair charges, are taking steps 
to halt tactics resorted to by mu- 
sicians. 


PAR’S STORY OPTIONS 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Options have been taken by Par- 
amount on two recently published 
short stories. 

Pair are ‘Dark Waters,’ by Har- 
rison Dickson, which appeared in 
‘Colliers,’ and a ‘Satevepost’ story, 
‘Publicans and Sinners,’ by Anne 
Cameron. 








‘VENUS’ AT U. A.-L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Booked into the Paramount for 
its local premiere, ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par) has been switched to the 
United Artists for that house’s re- 
opening, week of Sept. 23. 

Theatre was turned back to UA 
by Publix last week. 








Picture Possibilities 





‘PAGE PYGMALION’ (Comedy, 


‘SMILING FACES’ 








jthe name part. , 


~ 


material indicated, 





‘Page Pygmalion’—Unfavorable 


Alan Morrill, 
discloses little or nothing for pictures. 


Light story 
Ibee. 


Bijou). 


‘Domino’—Unfavorable 
‘DOMINO’ (Comedy, William A. Brady, Playhouse). 
short-lived on Broadway, lasting only a week. Adapted from French, 
where rights may have been retained. 


Light comedy was 


Ibee. 





‘Smiling Faces’—Unfavorable 
(Musical comedy, Shuberts, Shubert). 


No picture 
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So-So Film Rides 


to Good $17,000 


In Dull Paris Week on House Rep 
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Paris, Aug. 25. 

Grosses in Paris for week end- 
ing Aug. 18, with the one excep- 
tion of Paramount, were exceedingly 
low, due to the heat and vacation- 
ing. Also scarcity of new releases 
had an influence. 

Estimates for Week Aug. 18 

Paramount (Par) (1,900), ‘Criez le 
Sur Les Toits’ (Par). Over $17,000, 
which is quite fair considering 
circumstances and also that the film 
is just a programmer. Result is due 
mostly to the theatre’s good name 
and presentation policy. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900) ‘Coup de 
Feu a l’Aube’ (A.C.E.), $7,500. Very 
poor despite the presentation and a 
comparatively good film. 

Madeleine (Metro) (700), ‘Posses- 
sed’ (Metro), $2,300. Way down on 
the third week. Courtesy of the 
management to Joan Crawford in 
holding the film over despite loc- 
ally unsuited story. 

Marivaux (Natan) (1,200) ‘World 
and Flesh’ (Paramount). Slightly 
below $2,000. First attempt to use 
Natan’s boulevard house for an 
original version with sub-titles sur- 
prised the patronage, with poor re- 
sults. 

Gaumont Palace (G.F.F.A.) (6,000). 
Revival Week. $7,500. Another 
week where through lack of films, 
the Gaumont Palace is playing re- 
vivals—this time mostly from Tobis 
with change over every day. Will 
close this week to map out a new 
policy. 


ITALY’S FILM FESTIVAL 
AS A BIENNIAL EVENT 


Venice, Aug. 27. 











The first international festival of 
cinematography has just closed aft- 
er registering a brilliant success. 
Venice, and the Lido especially, 
have had the most successful and 
fashionable season for’ several 
years, and the arrival of the Prince 
of Wales at the height of the sea- 
son put the seal on it. 

The Cinema festival is to be made 
a regular biennial affair. Count 
Volpi of Misurata, former Italian 
Finance Minister, Signor De Fec, 
chief of, the Rome Institute for Edu- 
cational Cinematography and the 
European representatives of the big 
‘American film producers were on 
the committee to arrange for the 
future festivals. 

The most attractive feature of 
this year’s festival was the se- 


quence of first class films by pro- 


ducers of various nations. Several 
of these films were new, or were 
being shown contemporaneously in 
their country of origin for the first 
time. 

Paramount’s ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ was voted one of the suc- 
cessful pieces, as well as Univer- 
sal’s ‘Frankenstein.’ Some interest- 
ing Russian Soviet films were shown 
and a few novel shorts on art 
themes. 

The films were given on the line 
of a regular musical festival, with 
a programme fixed from the begin- 
ning, and lasting right through fif- 
teen days. 





Will Wed Twice 


Paris, Aug. 27. 

To make sure that their marriage 
can't be broxen easily, Una Wing, 
British fiim actress, and John 
Amery, 20, film producer and son 
of the former British head of the 
Colonial office, will be married in 
Russia and again in Riga. They 
are currently here. 

Cabinet minister is said to object 
to the marriage of his son while 
still under age. 


Spotted, Cancels Trip 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Jimmy Conlon, of Conlon and 
Glass, here for a vacation, has been 
‘spotted in Bryan Foy’s ‘Cauliflower 
Alley.’ 
Assignment caused Conlon and his 
wife to cancel their motor trip east. 





Mollison Reel 

P. A. Powers is shooting out a | 
two-reeler made in England which 
features Capt. James Mollison, most | 
recent Trans-Atlantic fiyer, and his | 
wife, Amy Johnson. 





Short is titled ‘Dual Control’ and | 
was made in England just before 
Mollison started his flight to 
America. ‘ 





+ 


Metro Swaps Theatre 
For Manila Exchange | 


Manila, Sept. 5. 

Metro is realigning its forces here, 
with a complete separation of the 
Roces interests as a result. Roces 
own 49% of the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer Manila Co., which. includes 
the Metro exchange here as well as 
the Ideal theatre, showcase. 

Under the new arrangements the 
Roces family will withdraw from 
the exchange and stick to the Cine 
Ideal. House will be torn down im- 
mediately and a modern § 1,200- 
seater built on the same spot. House 
will feature air-cooling as an inno- 
vation. 

Metro will continue to manage 
the Ideal for the Roces’, although 
holding no interest in the house, 


France Backing Film 
Glorifying Statesman 


Paris, Aug. 27. 


After all the war films, a peace 
film will now be made using the 
life of Aristide Briand, the late 
French statesman as a theme. 

The promoter, George Bonnamour, 
has the backing of the French gov- 
ernment, and all government ar- 
chives will be thrown open to him. 

Government influence will also be 
used to help release the film all over 
the world, and it will be given a 
Geneva sendoff. 











Dowling Sails 


Ambrose Dowling, head of Radio’s 
foreign department, sailed on the 
Olympic for London Wednesday 
(31) on a last-minute decision to 
see ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ get 
started. 

Picture was scheduled for preview 
at the Savoy last night (5) and gen- 
eral opening today (Tuesday). Dow- 
ling wants to gauge public reaction 
and get the film started in other 
European countries promptly with 
the resulting experience. He'll re- 
main only a few days and return, 
then hopping almost immediately 
to the Coast for conference on for- 
eign producing policy. 





Counter-Propaganda 


London, Aug. 27. 
Stated here the Motion Picture 
Producers, of Hollywood, is forming 
a publicity office with- a view to 
combatting alleged anti-American 
tendency of the European press. 
Further stated here a London of- 
fice will be appointed under New 
York control. 





DAVEN-FOX INDIES 
Paris, Aug. 27. 

Fox is covering all angles as to 
production in France. Fox’s own 
production will be made by Andre 
Daven: besides which, Fox has con- 
tracted for pictures made independ- 
ently by Henri Ullmann, formerly 
of the Paramount studios, who has 
formed the indie ‘Compagnie du 
Cinema.’ 

Henri Ulimann’s brother, Andre 
Ulimann, is head of the French 
Paramount theatre department. 





FRENCH NAMES ON STAGE 
Paris, Aug. 27. 
Attempting to capitalize on film 
star draw, local revue producers 
are signing them for next season. 
Following Jeanne Helbling’s Ca- 
sino booking by 
Varna, Paul Derval has 
Florelle for the Folies. 


signed 





Up from Tropics 
Stuart Dunlap, Metro rep in the 
Canal Zone, Colombia, Venezuela 
and the British West Indies, is in 
New York for a couple weeks. 
Usual biennial home office o. o. 





U’s Mexican Survey 


S. Kusiel has been sent by Uni- | 
versal to Mexico to make a survey | 
and report on conditions. 

Kusiel was formerly connected 
with U in India, 

ee aes pag, Sah cars ll. 


Dufrenne and/ 














Fox British Producing 
Unit in for Long Stay 


London, Aug. 25. 

Fox’s first British talker, is due 
to start at the beginning of Sep- 
tember. 

In view of the fact Fox has put 
certain production employees under 
long-term contract, including Hugh 
Perceval, who walked from a ste- 
nog’s desk at Gainsborough into the 
assistant production supervisor's 
billet at Param«unt British, it looks 
as though Fox intends the unti to 
stay. 


U DEAL TAKES 
OSTRER WEST 


William Gell and Maurice Ostrer, 
directors of Gaumont-British, and 
Arthur Lee, New York representa- 
tive of the company, left suddenly 
for the Coast Tuesday afternoon 
(30) after spending only a day and 
a half in New York. Expectation 
had been that they would remain 
in New York a fortnight. 








Understood that the trio will talk 
to Carl Laemmle on the coast on 
a product deal for England, details 


of which were arranged by trans- 


Atlantic phone and cable a week 
Also they will stay in Holly- 
wood long enough to talk to Sidney 


ago. 


Kent, president of Fox, on his ar- 


rival the latter part of the week 
about cleaning up the Fox-Gau- 


mont-British suit. 


Another angle of the trip, though 
unmentioned, is that Gell, as head 
of the Gaumont company, would 
like to find some Hollywood talent 
for producing purposes in London. 
in New York trade 
channels as a likelihood is that G-B 
may do some producing on the 
This 
is insided as not likely, though the 
company would like some American 


Mentioned 
Coast for prestige purposes. 


actors and directors, 





Par in About Face on 


Spanish Direct Shots 


signed Imperio 
Argentina and Carlos Gardel to star 


Paramount has 


in one picture each. Means a sud- 


den reversal to straight shot Span- 
ish talkers by Par, both the films 
to be made in Joinville and to go 


into work immediately. 
Pictures’ will 


pictures on the Par 
schedule. 





Six More Polish Films 


Capital Films has taken on six 


new Polish talkers for national dis- 
tribution. 


Makes eight Polish and 27 German 
films on Capital’s current release 


list. 


supplement _ the 
dubbed Spanish and super-imposed 
Joinville 
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M-G-M May Move 





To Rome, Paris, 
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Foreign Peak at MGM 
Finds Seven in Work 


Culver City, Sept. 5. 

New quota regulations have as 
yet put no damper on foreign pro- 
duction at Metro. Studio, which 
was expected to drop versioning, 
will. have seven pictures in work 
this week, the highest production 
peak in months. 

Version pictures just going in are 
ithe German ‘Sin of Madelon Clau- 
det’ and Italian ‘Arsene Lupin.’ 
Continuing are the French and 
German ‘Grand Hotel’; the German 
‘Arsene Lupin’; the French ‘Re- 
ducing’; and the Italian ‘Strange 
Interiude.’ 





Censor Is Barrier to 
German Nudist Films 


Indie film importers have been 
flirting with bringing back some 
German nudist cult films. There 
are several over there. 

Chief barrier is the censor. Ob- 
viously, the idea is to trick the ma- 
terial up for reserved seat exhibi- 
tion, but the legal entanglements 
thus far have been too many. 








Par’s French Newsreel 


Paris, Aug. 27. 

Desire to offer exhibitors complete 
programs of its own, is partly back 
of Par’s decision to edit a French 
newsreel, 
programs as sold had to include ex- 
tra clips. 

M. Dascomb, who has moved his 
cffice to the Joinville. studios, is in 
charge of organizing ine French 
reel, and has arranged to copyright 
the clips in the name of Paramount 
News. 





PLANE MAKERS’ FILM AD 
Paris, Aug. 27. 

Exhibitors will have free access 
to six shorts made by the French 
air propaganda organization. 

Plane manufacturers, flyers and 
picture stars are all donating their 
services to make films, with a strong 
boosting committee to plug the 
project. 





G-B’S 14 BIG ONES 
London, Aug. 27. 

Gaumont British plan releasing 14 
‘big’ films through their circuit dur- 
ing the fall. 

Of the 14 eight are British. Amer- 
ican product is picked up from in- 
dividual companies, 








Congorilla’ at $7,000 in London 
And 2 Native-Mades Defy Slump 





London, Aug. 29. 

West End picture houses experi- 
enced nearly as big a slump as the 
iegit theatres. Only pictures that 
have been holding up despite heat 
wave are ‘Jack’s the Boy,’ ‘Thark’ 
and ‘Congorilla,’ the former two 
British and the last American. 

But despite business being the 
worst ever experienced in the West 
ind, there are distinct signs it will 
soon be on the upgrade, with im- 
provements already noticeable. 

Estimates For Week 

Cambridge—‘Der Hauptmann von 
Koepenick,’ German, now in sixth 
week to around $2,400, which is not 
profitable, but Erik Hakim, who has 
leased this house for Continental 
picture season, seems determined to 
continue. 





Capitol—‘Love on the Spot,’ in for | 


one week, with ‘Wedding Rehearsal,’ 
first of Alexander Korda’s produc- 


tions since he formed the London 
Iilm Corporation, due for run. 


Carlton—‘One Hour With You,’ 
just finished ten weeks’ run to 
around $8,000 a week, fair for this 
time of year. ‘Devil and the Deep’ 


Empire has not been doing as well 
as usual, due to shortage of good 
product, with Metro’s ace house 
even being forced to other's prod- 
ucts. House, which was averaging 
around $28,000 weekly, is now doing 
around $20,000. But improvement 
expected for fall. 

Marble Arch Pavilion—‘Congoril- 
la’ now in third week to a $7,000 
average, which is good going for 
this house. Big exploitation and 
quality of picture responsible for 
healthy gross. 

New Gallery—‘Thark,’ British & 
Dominion product, in fifth week and 
still around $8,000, which proves 
popularity of Tom Walls and Ralph 
Lynn. Picture staying for another 
week, and then replaced by ‘So This 
Is Hollywood.’ 

Plaza—‘Sinners in the Sun,’ in for 
one week, practically current policy 
| of house due to shortage of big fea- 
}tures, but 
$12,000 a week, 

Regal—‘The Mouthpiece’ finished 
| 
| 








fortnight, although scheduled for a 


week, to weekly gross of $10,000. | 


| ‘Indiscretions of Eve,’ 
ternational Pictures, replaced, and 


, good fe one week 
opened Aug. 29, and easily good for |” . : aed me ware. 
a month, maybe longer. Tivoli—‘Jack’s the Boy,’ Gains- 
Empire—‘Diamond Cut Diamond,’ | borough Pictures, cleaned up and 
Erik Hakim production, featuring |"0W in 10th week, and not by any | 
Adolphe Menjou, slated on preview, | means exhausted, but holding up 
'but is in here for quota purposes. | schedule, Averaging $14,000 per 
. —o F 1 he PAM.» 
ean OS . cat ea: SS ~ BAS . ; 
vee . ¢ ee PR Ds igi a OI ating AL e8b. —ailnael pn —nerrranitapchicd, a 


Up to date, Paramount 


still averaging around | 


Dubbing Staffs 
but Not to Berlin 





Metro is thinking of moving its 
entire Italian dubbing staff, actors 
and technicians included, to Rome 
in order to continue there the work 
now being done in Hollywood along 
these lines. 

That will be, when it goes 
through, Metro’s first concession on 
the recent foreign quota drift. It 
is possible that a similar step may 
be taken as regards France and 
French dubbing, though Metro con- 
tinues unreconciled to the German 
situation. 

According to Arthur Loew, Metro 
foreign head, the German situation 
is too difficult to fight. ‘Not only 
does Germany make it practically 
adamant on the point that we must 
produce in their country in order 
to get what little business the Ger- 
man market affords,’ he says, ‘but 
they are constantly seeking to make 
things even more difficult. 

‘Germany Impossible’ 


‘It is now necessary to have two 
contingents in Germany,’ he ex- 
plained, ‘in order to be able to bring 
in one picture for dubbing within 
Germany. That is practically im- 
possible to fight. 
Germany wants Metro and other 
American companies to go into pro- 
duction in Germany. And Ameri- 
can companies have a hard enough 
time making things go by produc- 
tion in their own country.’ 

Loew leaves for the Coast in 
about ten days, from there to start 
his air trip around the world. At 
Coast conferences he will decide on 
the Italian move and discuss the 
advisability of the French move, 





Washington, Sept. 5. 
According to cable advice to the 
U. S. Department of Commerce re- 
ceived Thursday (1) the German 
government has adopted a new tariff 
tate on positive prints of 2,000 
marks ($500) per 100 kilos. That's 
a 400% jump over the previous rate 
and would seem to indicate a de- 
sire on Germany’s part to encour- 
age importation of negatives for 
processing in German plants. 
{ 


BIG BRITISH CIRCUITS 
REFUSE GROUP BOOKING 


London, Aug. 27. 
The Kinematograph Renters So- 
ciety here is believed worried at the 
way in which Gaumont British and 


Associated British, the two major 
circuits, are insisting on booking 
singly. 

The old booking attitude whereby 
in order to get one smash hit the 
exhibitor was compelled to take cer- 
tain programmers has changed, as 
the two big circuits are sufficiently 
powerful to pick. 

Recently one circuit was offered a 
big film only on condition it took 
four good programmers. 

The circuit promptly played Brit- 
ish programs instead. According to 
the bookers, it is better to play 
average home product, which now 
scores good steady grosses, than 
one American super and four pro- 
grammers. 











Natan’s New Resources 
Paris, Aug. 27. 

Pursuing his policy of reorganiz- 
ing the financial basis of the vari- 
ous corporations affiliated with his 
organization so as to make a strong 
compact unit of the whole, Natan 
has treated Pathe Consortium Cin- 
ema, his distributing organization, 
first by a reduction of fixed capital, 
and next an increase of resources 
by the injecting of new cash. 

Nominal capitalization of Cone 
sortium is $400,000. 





week, and good for two more weeks, 





3ritish In- |} 


with ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ re- 
placing. This picture getting tree 
mendous publicity, with special il- 
luminated sign being erected in 
front of theatre at cost of $5,000. 
Rialto—‘Lucky Girl’ and ‘Back to 
Nature,’ both British International 


Pictures, now in third week and 


grossing around $3,208 which is 
very good money for this house, 
| which is practically smallest in the 
West End. 
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* Meaning in French | | 
“And the Nuts to You!” 
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N.Y. American— 


‘“‘Screams across the screen, exciting as a fire 
siren. The whizzing whirl of action continues 
until the film romps by the grandstand a sure 
winner. Lee Tracy superb. Dick Powell adds a 
lot. Production perfect.”’ 


N.Y. Sun- 


‘‘Easily one of the fastest and most amusing 
comedies of the new season. One of the most in- 
teresting characters to flash on the screen. More 
entertainment than the original play. Deserves 
to be a movie success.’’ 


N. Y. Tribune— 


“Of all of the efforts to describe the man at the 
keyhole, ‘Blessed Event’ certainly was the best. 
A flip, brittle, alternately biting and sentimental 
fable. Lee Tracy has his finest chance in the 
sa y — cinema and he takes beautiful advantage of it.’’ 


‘ba 





You've come through with “S 


“TAB RAbH, INC., DISTRIBUTORS. 


WARNER BROS. 











With Lee Tracy, 
Mary Brian, Dick 
Powell. Directed 
by Roy Del Ruth. 
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Tuesday, September ¢ 6, 1982 


WE'VE JUST GOT TIME 
TO MAKE THAT DEAD- 
LINE WITH THE HOT- 
TEST NEWS YOU'LL 
PRINT TODAY — THE: 
FIRST 3 NEW YORK 
REVIEWS OF... . 





WATCH THEM COME! 


First “Life Begins’’— 
now “‘Blessed Event’’— then 
Robinson in “Tiger Shark,’’ 
Arliss in “Successful Catam- 
ity,’”’ Chatterton and Brent 
= - ‘The Crash’’— week after 
‘week se 8 What a line- up! 


¥ *- 


— 
“What: a season! What a company! 
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{- Talking Shorts 








‘FLOWERS AND TREES’ 

Cartoon in Color 

7 Mins. 

Roxy, New York : 
United Artists 

Done in technicolor and done very 
well. Something new in the way of 
secondary entertainment that will 
highlight a program because the 
color work is okay. Looks like spe- 
cially blended water color combina- 
tions. Easy on the eyes. May be 
the color technicians can explain 
why this is. Would be okay pro- 
gram matter even as black and 
white, but better in color. 

This Walt Disney Silly Symphony, 
tn every way, is a fitting associate 
to Mickey Mouse. 

Opens with the dawn. Flowers 
and trees awaken, stumps stretch 
and mushrooms spread in wide 
grins as lilies tinkle. There follows 
a romance between two trees. The 
villain, a sawed-off stump, sets the 
fields ablaze in anger. Then birds 
come in as firemen, punching holes 
through the clouds for rainfall, and 
the various flowers shed their dew- 
drops to put out the fire in a happy 
ending. All to attractive underlying 
music and sound. Shan. 





‘PICKING THE WINNER’ 
Comedy in Technicolor 
17 Minutes 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 1411-12 

An elaborate production involving 
scores of people and provided with 
a special music score and all the 
incidentals, but hopelessly weak in 
comedy idea. Subject has a lot of 
production beauty and attractive 
musical comedy accessories, but the 
laughs are nil. 

Astonishing that so obviously 
costly an undertaking could be put 
in work without some assurance it 
would deliver in the essential com- 
edy department. Perhaps the origi- 
nal script got swamped in the pro- 
duction side. 

Opens with promising ensemble 
to do with a firemen’s parade down 
a village street, with lines of village 
belles making whoopee along the 
line of march. Two confidence men 
reach town and plot to profit from 
the firemen’s carnival and picnic. 
Get into a crap game and win the 
one and only fire horse after strip- 
ping the fire chief of his clothes. 
Much footage devoted to carnival 
jinks, with girls in colorful dresses, 
and boys in firemen’s red shirts, do- 
ing several numbers, all special. 

City slickers enter the fire horse 
fn the racing event. Switch to race 
track for race event. Fire horse is 
way back, when stable takes fire 
‘and Dobbin is spurred by fire bells 
to make a runaway race of it, which 
is a feeble gag for all the bustle 
that leads up to it. Just a spectacle 
in color film. Rush, 


‘CAMPUS SPIRIT’ 

With Douglas Stanbury 

Songs 

9 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 
VitaphoneNo. 1350 

May offer attraction in selected 
Gotham spots because it has the 
New York University Glee Club, be- 
sides Douglas Stanbury. Otherwise 
not a particularly bright piece. For 
the grinds mostly, but may be over- 
ture matter in subsequent run 
combo spots. Teo much attempt 
to plot the singing, and sometimes 
that singing can’t be understood. 
May be as much a reproducing fault 
as recording. Not much on pho- 
tography. 

Stanbury’s solo on ‘I Love a 
Parade,’ with photographic fade-ins 
and double exposure, is too much 
like other contemporary efforts on 
the same piece to interest custom- 
ers, and the song isn’t new. Couple 
of scenes are on a Pullman and 
songs mostly collegiate. Shan. 


*‘SEALSKINS’ 
ZASU PITTS and THELMA TODD 
Comedy 
21 Mins. 
G. O. H., New York 
Metro 

One of the less attractive com- 
edies made by the exasperated Zasu 
Pitts and the beauteous Thelma 
Todd. 

Human freaks utilized look like 
the bunch Metro had in its feature, 
‘Freaks.’ Better in the minor 
houses. 

Has to do with Miss Todd as an 
editor’s secretary trying to beat a 
sobbie to a yarn and running into a 
circus boarding house. Has been 
around some time. 

Miss Todd and Miss Pitts up to 
their usual fretting antics as the 
two palsy wellsies. Shan. 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS 
Novelty Newsreel 
8 Mins. 
Translux, N. Y. 
Columbia 

Baseball, polo and golf in the Hol- 
lywood manner; wedding of Joan 
Bennett; Fairbanks, Sr., on pleasure 
trip. The dyed-in-the-wool film 
fans should like it. 

What has the semblance of news, 


however, is the modiste shop 
Charles Bickford is credited with 
opening on the Coast. Waly. 





‘YOUNG ONIONS’ 

Comedy 

17 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, N. Y. 
Educational 


Much better than many of the 
other Mack Sennetts and, while 
based on a not entirely unique idea, 
it is worked out effectively as han- 
dled here. No chances taken in 
spotting on bills in A houses and on 
best days of week, if a multiple 
changer. 

Title refers to the fruit which a 
lackadaisical husband loves to gnaw 
on at every meal, until his wife, 
sticking to celery, makes up her 
mind a suave interloper in the 
household may be an out for her. 
The same day that friend wifey gets 
an invite to Caliente from the home- 
wrecker, pal husband gets a knock- 
down to some gals going on a week- 
end party. 

Sennett never forgets his slap- 
stick. That occurs in a free-for-all 
between wifey and husband when 
blowup arrives after one of the 
usual suppers, topped by a snoring 
nap by hubby. 

They throw everything at each 
other, wifey okaying date on phone 
for Caliente, hubby surprising her 
by doing same with frails he met. 
As the two are about to part for 
what seems forever, each starts to 
feel bad about it and sneaks back 
to the apartment, unknown to each 
other, to do a little sobbing. It’s all 
cleverly handled as short leads up 
to a novel finish on discovery by 
each other they've both . decided 
against two-timing. 

Featured are Forester Harvey, 
Dorothy Granger and Kenneth 
Thompson. Michael Enmes_ di- 
rected. Four writers are credited 
on story. Char. 


tad 





‘HIGH SPOTS OF FAR EAST’ 


Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 

Steenth traveltalk subject with 
E. M. Newman as off-screen lec- 
turer. Has casual shots in Canton, 
Cairo, Calcutta, Bankok and Delhi. 

Obviously pieced cut with surplus 
footage from subjects applying to 
individual localities. 

Lacking in human interest. Just 
cut and dried travel stuff. Weak 
even for a non-theatrical. Rush. 





STRANGE INTERLUDE 


Metro production and release co-starring 
Norma Shearer and Clark Gable. From 
the 1928-29 Pulitzer prize play by Eugere 
O'Neill. Directed by Robert Z. Leonard; 
screen play, Bess Meredyth and C. Gardner 
Sullivan; camera, Lee Garmes; film editor, 
Margaret Booth. Opened at $2.20 top for 
a run Aug. 31 at the Astor, N. Y.; running 
time, 110 mins. 


WiRG. THOS ss ice cvcsecinsces Norma Shearer 
Ned: Darrell. o.ccccccsccrccesece Clark Gable 
Sam Evans........ «++--Alexander Kirkland 
Charlie Marsden.., , eoeeee-Ralph Morgan 
OGBON . 0.6% 05400000 ahdpsvesces Robert Young 
Mrs. Evans....... Std0 0s sa hades May Robson 
Yee ce Maureen O'Sullivan 
Professor Leeds........Henry B. Walthall 
eee édeseetdes Mary Alden 
Gordon (a child).....ccccsees Tad Alexander 





‘Strange Interlude’ is a critic’s 
and a woman’s picture. Both will 
count toward its economic success, 
but at best it will be limited, for 
Metro strictly has a $2 attraction in 
its screen transition of Eugene 
O'Neill’s Pulitzer prize play. © For, 
despite the impressive and stellar 
investiture, ‘Interlude’ will have 
tough going when competing in the 
field, say against a Chevalier or a 
Jean Harlow sex subject, or a 
Keaton-Durante or Marx or Lloyd 
type of comedy. That means in the 
grinds. 

At roadshow prices — despite 
Metro’s ballyhoo that ‘Interlude’ 
eclipses the multitudinously starred 
‘Grand Hotel’—an adverse compari- 
son must be struck with a negative 
commentary that the hinterland 
will not go for the $1.50 tap as they 
did for Garbo and the host of stars 
in ‘Hotel.’ 

Primed chiefly for the femmes, 
that part of it will not hurt. 


As for the critics, this is a natural 
for discourses on academic analyses 
of the contemporary ‘art of the 
cinema,’ not to mention the anala- 
gous treatments by Metro and the 
Theatre Guild. These debates in 
printer’s ink may result in a pro- 
vocative interest, for already the 
critics are cavilling in their com- 
parison of Irving Thalberg and 
Theresa Helburn. 

Strictly from the trade, ‘Inter- 
lude’ will probably produce strange 
results in the various keys. At 
$1.65 or $2.20, its metro~olitan re- 
actions across the country will be 
in direct ratio to the characters of 
the communities. Boston, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, Washington and 
Dallas may go for it in inverse ratio 
as Cleveland, Kansas City, Chicago 
and St. Louis may prove dubious to 
the combined cinematic appeal of 
Shearer and Gable in an O'Neill 
Pulitzer prize winner. The judg- 
ments of either group of communi- 
ties will be justified, just as the 
‘surprise’ box office reactions in any 








Miniature Reviews 





‘Strange Interlude” (Metro). 


Interesting filmization of the 
Eugene O'Neill Pulitzer prize 
play with Shearer-Gable as 


box office lodestone, but chiefly 
a reserved seat attraction, 
dubious for general release ap- 


peal. 

‘Blessed Event’ (WB). A 
great piece of popular stage 
entertainment made better in 
translation to the screen. Hec- 
tic life of a scandalmonger 
columnist makes spicy enter- 
tainment for the avid readers 
of such reading matter the 
length and breadth of the land. 
Absence of a draw name will 
be a handicap. 

‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). Will 
make money and please. Com- 
bines football and a murder 
mystery, with enough comedy 


interwoven to satisfy on 
laughs alone. 

‘Mason of the Mounted’ 
(Monogram). Short but speedy 


hcrse opera with Bill Cody. 
Speed and some big scenes of a 
horse drive help this above the 
level. 

‘The Thirteenth Guest’ Mon- 
ogram). One of the best inde- 
pendent mystery features of 


the new year. Can be used by 
the biggest runs. Certain 
money maker. 

‘Clown George’ (Amkino). 


Russian silent in the usual 
vein, but a bit better than par. 
Okay where the Reds are ar- 
dent enough. ' 

*1914’ (Atlas). German angle 
on who was to blame for the 
World War. Technically very 
poor, but interesting and seem- 
ingly authentic character por- 
trayals help. With strong ex- 
ploitation, ought to sell in se- 
lected nabes. 

‘Age of .Consent’ (Radio). 
Story of hectic campus loving, 
framed to give a maximum of 
sex kick, but still stay within 
bounds. Dorothy Wilson, Ra- 
dio’s stenographer ‘find,’ re- 
vealed as a personable young 
beauty with wuatural acting 
style. Film for the younger 
fans and promises better than 
average money. 











of these or other cities are bound 
to upset any and all theory. 

Metro’s commercial foresight may 
be justified by Shearer and Gable 
as box office insurance, which nor- 
mally would answer everything 
from the box office trade angle; |. 
but then again it may react against 
both, as it’s not. a Shearer-Gable 
subject. 

The femme star, who actually 
shoulders the brunt of the histrionic 
burden, somehow misses in a vacil- 
lating characterization which was 
made necessarily so, for censor pur- 
poses alone, if nothing else. As for 
Gable, he is eclipsed histrionically 
by Alexander Kirkland as the weak 
husband of the heroine and Ralph 
Morgan as the mawk with the 
mother fixation. 

Through their life’s span, as the 
story proceeds into an old age, when 
Nina Leeds sees her illegitimate son 
moulded to conform with her life’s 
ideals, the episodic, transitory 
cinematurgy reminds of being as 
much a credit to the hair-dressers 
and the makeup staffs on the Metro 
lot as to Shearer, Gable, Kirkland 
and Morgan. The make-up is ex- 
cellent but the make believe isn’t. 
There is always something lack- 
ing. The entire proceedings miss 
fire somehow, some way. 

No question but that the de- 
vitalizing of the O’Neill original had 
much to do with it. The formula 
cinematic contrivances employed to 
piteh emotions falsely, to misfit cli- 
maxes, are very apparent. Not that 
they aren’t effective. They are, in- 
deed. There's a little tear-jerking 
toward the end and it’s telling. 
Maybe that’s where the wisdom of 
the studio production heads out- 
smarts the captiousness of any 
film reviewer. Perhaps that’s just 
the formula to guarantee the ulti- 
mate box office objective. But 
that deduction seems more doubtful 
than otherwise. Still, one recog- 
nizes the sagacity of the screen 
artificers in highlighting this un- 
dertone of unrequited love. 


The romantic femmes go for that 
imaginary extra lover. 


It’s a popular human emotion. 
Our torch songs interpret it into 
every-day terms. And sentimental 
boobery will react to it 100%. It’s 
been endorsed too frequently not to 
become commercially sure-fire. 

Thus, they weep with Shearer and 
Gable, who refer back to their sup- 
posedly sole escapade as ‘that scien- 
tific afternoon’ when Nina Leeds 
(Miss Shearer) thus used means to 
give her husband (Kirkland) a 
sturdy son. This eugenic reference 
fetched some titters the openings 
night. 

Thereafter Miss Shearer is high- 
lighted as a rather devout wife and | 
mother, who seeks escape from her | 





natural emotions toward Gable in 
a devotion to duty at the altar of 
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BLESSED EVENT 


pity for her husband. (This neces- ; Warner pees = production one Regge 
3j +a > es “s ; > featuring ce racy. ectet to) 
sity for eugenic RoCourEs es rr |} Del Ruth. From the stage play of the 
plained by an insane streak in his| came title by Manuel Seff and Forrest 
family, and rather than chance its] wilson; adaptation by Howard J. Green. 
recurrence in their offspring, Nina | Camera, Sol Polito; film otiter. Jim > 
° -e “Ane a str a wy y . 

takes the other, more scientific and by. so mins New York, Sept. 1; 
surer means of begetting a son for | Alvin - ais ee ee wate 7a ae Lee Tracy 
her husband.) Gable’s medical ex- , “gee eeseree reer 
cursions to Munich, etc., also re- | Frankie Wells........+-e5+:- Allen Jenkins 
move him conveniently for long Biss ee ee ee Ruts D mney 
: : S BEORIOT ccccteccecoeeseecoeseetense d Sf s 
periods, with the treatment estab- ater Harmon. .....sesseees Dick Powell 
lishing or suggesting the premise | Moskowitz.........+s..+++++ Milton Wallace 
that not sinc2 that ‘scientific after- | Gobel.......................-Edwin Maxwell 
noon’ was there any meretricious | Alvin's mother.........+++++5- Emma Dunn 
lationshi betwee the twain TIOTOCNY . cv ccccccvccccececesces Isabel Jewel 
FORMONSRIp Detween . ‘ : eee George Chandler 
All this doesn’t jibe with the neu- | Reilly... ccc ec ccceeeeeenees Freak — 
arac > p ine COOPSP. .cccccccccscccccerecsesss Tom ugan 

Fotis character of the heroine. SEN. s Sankoesccees seuss @uiaie Walter Miller 
Here’s Nina, early in the play, | Fint............eceeeee+: William Halligan 
GRUPO. . oc ccosvecssesquetcas George Meeker 


bemoaning her regret at having de- 
nied herself to her first love, the 
aviator, Gordon, on the eve of his 
departure to the World War, and, 
in the course of the next year, here’s 
Nina again confessing her promis- 
cuous ‘spooning’ (a censor com- 
promise, but lucid enough) with the 
internes at the hospital, where, as 
a nurse, she seeks forgetfulness. 
Then follows a deliberately scien- 
tific mating for purposes of pater- 
nity, with the rest of the too gen- 
erous footage closely analyzing all 
the emotions of Nina and ‘her three 
men’ in the full of her life up until 
a pleasant eventide. (That 110 min- 
utes running time also will be of 
little help for the grinds later on.) 

The story, stripped of the O’Neill- 
ish ‘asides’ forces the  conclu- 
sion that it’s not a cinematic sub- 
ject for the masses. It’s not a 
flicker that can go into the Capitol 
on the same bill with a Yascha 
Bunchuk presentation, or _ into 
Loew’s State, on Broadway, with a 
rowdy vaudeville frolic headlining 
the stage portion. 

The script is unquestionably bet- 
ter reading than seeing in celluloid 
or on a rostrum. It’s been so re- 
marked as regards the stage ver- 
sion, Which, at least under Guild 
auspices, can tax the patience even 
of a highbrow clientele that is more 
or less interested in the _ better 
things of the theatre, but as regards 
a hotsy-totsy average picture audi- 
ence, that’s something else again. 

The O'Neill asides, in screen 
treatment, might be said to be 
somewhat of an improvement over 
the stage original. The actual 
words are uttered, and then the 
subconscious thoughts are voiced 
by the same player’s sound-tracked 
voice (with a different inflection, of 
course), as one sees the player's 
lips taut, but his or her face in- 
terpreting the subconscious, emo- 
tional expression to suit. That part 
of it is well done. 

There’s an introductory explana- 
tory title which points out the why- 
fore of this double dialog, mention- 
ing that Mr. O'Neill has made his 
characters talk twice (voicing their 
thoughts for the second time), just 
as people in real life often say one 
thing but think another. Once 
that’s established, with the actual 
dialog occurring rapidly the first 
few times, that’s no longer a nov- 
elty. The rest must be carried by 
—* interest the average picture 
an. 


That interests looks confined 
chiefly to the reserved seat public. 
Abel. 





A. potential clean-up is this breezy 
film treatment of the successful 
play, which is moved bodily to the 
sereen plus camera handling that 
betters the stage version. It’s only 


weakness is a lack of cast name 
strength and the sole discrepancy 
which can keep it from being a 


solid box office sock. 

Story is up to the minute, wise in 
its attitude, sprightly in comedy and 
shrewdly managed for melodramatic 
effect. Smart adaptation leaves 
well enough alone in shaping the 
piece for pictures, and concentrates 
on moulding it only in detail where 
the studio facilities open up oppor- 
tunities to build on the original. 

Camera mobility, for instance, 
makes it possible to work the night 
club finale to a canital crescendo 
with stage efiects and alternating 
shots that make for electric speed 
and a finale that has a world of 
dramatic punch. Comedy slants are 
pointed up and sharpened in like 
manner, scene shifts being worked 
for smashing surprise laughs 
coming pat on the heels of mo- 
ments of dramatic grip. 

For a sustained hour and a half 
or so of smart entertainment the 
picture fills the bill, partly because 
the story has the substance and 
partly because it is flawlessly 
played. Pace and interest gets 
going promptly and never slackens 
to the last celluloid foot. It’s a new 
sort of newspaper play, and it will 
appeal to all grades of fan taste, 
from the wise and discriminating to 
the. naive neighborhooders. 

It gives a thoroughly intimate 
ssant upon that new journalistic in- 
stitution, the gossiping columnist, 
and puts him through a fascinating 
series of episodes, often wearing a 
halo of glamor, but oftener pictured 
from the mildly cynical side. 
‘rhrough the melodrama there runs 
a continuous thread of crackling 
humor and not a little cutting com- 
ment on the whole fabric of edi- 
torial bunk. 

Lee Tracv does the Roger Pryor 
role of Alvin, obvfouSgly modeled on 
the devastating Winchell, bringing 
to the part a world of efferv®scence 
which is just the fone it ‘vallg for. 
It is no role to be approachef& with. 
restraint. Tracy hokes it up beau- 
tifully and does it proud. Tracy's 
lead has been matched by the tone 
of the whole production which has 
a scintillating quality of speed and 
swift surprise. Dialog has wisely 
been left alone, but it is in the 


(Continued on page 21) 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Down to Earth’ (Fox). 


A slow, unrdémantic lecture on the causes and 


cure of financial depression. Will bore all but those elderly fanettes who 
relish Will Rogers’ philosophical plain talk and will agree with his plati- 
tudinous indictment of extravagance and snobbery. 





‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par). 


Murder, 


perpetrated and solved on the grid- 


iron. Preponderance of detection and football, though neatly dovetailed 
in a better-than-average mystery, depends heavily on Charles Ruggles’ 
always amusing comedy to dispel boredom, 





‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox). Elissa 


Landi, acquiring a notorious repu- 


tation in cinema Africa, meanwhile—for the first time—merging poise, 
refinement and style sense into a star personality. Hackneyed plot, and 
an unreasonable lack of sympathy for its main character, elicit negative 


response. 





‘Blondie of the Follies’ (Metro). 


Cinderella makes the ‘Follies’ and a 


millionasre packer; promising theme let down by frantic confusion of 


moods and character development. 


Clumsy combination of light ro- 


mance and sob-stuff drama, partially condoned by an attractive, though 
weakly plotted, performance by Robert Montgomery, and the cccasional 


deft comedy of Marion Davies. 





‘Blessed Event’ (WB). 


by an expert but glamorous cast, ignores the box office formula. 


Love-interest, introduced as an afterthou*ht 


But 


city gals enjoy a convincing peek behind their favorite gossip column, 
conducted by Lee Tracy in a laugh-provokng performance that is as 
brisk and agitated as an Extra-headline. 





‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par). 


An ingenious, stylized musical. 


Continental 


theme, peppered with typical American songs and wisecracks, sacrifices 
femme interest by side-tracking romantic development for an over- 


abundance of clever production ideas. 


ality, and the giggles provoked by 


Chevalier’s persuasive person- 
broad, risque double meanings, help 


a directorial release that over-shot its mark. 





‘Life Begins’ (FN). 


A heart-rending, though unnecessarily hoked, ob- 


stetrical drama—warm with sympathy, thick with sentiment and wracked 


with the agonies of childbirth. 


Though cast 


and production have not 





the deluxe requisites of a special run, subject matter will magnetize 
fanettes, sobbing unrestrainedly over the poignant performances of Loe 
retta Young, Eric Linden and Aline MacMahon. 

‘Back Street’ (U). The success of the original novel duplicated in an 
excellent woman's picture, a testament to feminine faithfulness and self- 
sacrifice. Love story builds. with eloquent simplicity and directness, te 
a strong, tear-compelling climax. “4 
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Mr. PYTHON. 


...you're both members 
Box-Office 











“Congratulations, Mr. Python... | 
just read in Motion Picture Herald 
that you're the Box-Office Champion 
for July, heading the list of the ten 
best attractions! And on top of that 
Ben Shlyen who runs Associated 
Publications out in Kansas City pins 
the August BLUE RIBBON FAMILY 
PICTURE AWARD on your manly 
chest! You sure did “BRING ‘EM 
BACK ALIVE” and wrap yourself 
around some mean attendance rec- 
ords! Some Snake, | calls you! But 
did you hear the latest? Your little 
girl friend, Luana, just wriggled the 
folks in Cleveland out of four thou- 
sand more smackers on the week 
than you were able to squeeze out 
of ‘em, and did | hang ‘em on the 
chandeliers in New Orleans! Say, 
they were standing in the rain for 
hours! Lots of other towns said it with 
records too ... 1! guess we're just a » 
couple of real box-office babies! ... | 
I'm coming into New York next week | 
.. . that Mayfair record of yours is 
going to be hard to beat .. . gosh! 
New York must be a big town if 
nearly a half million people saw you 
there ... Well, wish me luck.’ 


Aloha, 
Luana, “THE BIRD OF PARADISE” 
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of the RKO-Radio 


Club!... 


































“Well, Congratulations to 
you, Luana...I'll say you are 
some Bird ...a real “BIRD OF 
PARADISE” to Theatres these days! 

| have just been reading about you 
in VARIETY and those records you've 
been smashing made me begin to 
wonder if | was losing my sex appeal 
~ +. but | guess not from the daily 
reports that are coming in! Yes, I’m 
real proud of that Motion Picture 
Herald award and Ben Shlyen’s too 
... but then | deserve it! But say! 
. «- What's the idea af busting that 
Toledo record of mine? ... And by 
almost double too! And Detroit... 
| thought | was head man in that 
town for years to come and here 
you go and nip my record by more 
than three thousand, to say nothing of 
good old Kansas City and Akron! 
Certainly am proud of you girl, and 
while there is bound to be a certain 
amount of professional jealousy . . . 
still | can’t help admiring anyone who 
can get a better strangle hold on a 
box-office than |. can and it sure is a 
great feeling to know that we're 
“Bringing ‘Em Back to the Box- 
Offices.” Give my regards to the _s@amEe 
folks on Broadway... they SUl esa iY 
treated me swell. Pik. ik: ar ye 

As ever, FRANK BUCK’S deer toed? 
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There’s been so much shouting 


around the trade that we were beginning to wonder just how good 
we are...until we took a peep at the records. 


@ And what a comfort that was. 


@ “THE FIRST YEAR”... you know what it did in your town for 
you or (God forbid!) your opposition. 

@ “CONGORILLA”. .. hold-out crowds to a land-office business 
everywhere, 

e “REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM” tied with “Bring 
’Em Back Alive” as top national grosser for July (M.P. Herald figures). 


e FOX STARS copping three out of the first six places in M. P. , 
Herald’s box-office star survey. | 








? 


e WILL ROGERS in “Down to Earth”— going great guns in Los 
Angeles, Minneapolis, New York. 


e “CHANDU the Magician” with Edmund Lowe and Bela Lugosi 
coming up. Tremendous openings guaranteed by a ten million dollar 
tadio broadcast (62 stations in 4o states) with bang up thrills to 
sustain tremendous interest. 





e And “HAT CHECK GIRL” with Sally Eilers, Ben Lyon, Ginger 
Rogers. It shows the heart behind Broadway’s flash. Eilers is glorious. 


@ Maybe we’re too modest. But we know you know that the barrel 
with the honey in it doesn’t make the most noise. 


ih: friendly oe 
WATCH FOX 


You'll thank us. 
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Cut Contest voted for. Names.are not announced Name Helped acisine from witnessing the per- Chased "Em Back 
formance of the thriller. Across the Real value of an alert doorkeeper 


There is a practical angle to a 
gtunt figured out by a manager who 
wanted to give the kids something 
to do in vacation time. It worked 
fo well others can use it for the 
gchool season. 

At one matinee each child who 
asked for it reeeived a square of 
linoleum 2x2 inehes. This was to 
be worked into a cut of any star 
playing in the pictures used by the 
house. In a brief talk the manager 
suggested that an outline of a cut 
be traced by means of carbon paper 
and then cut away to make a sil- 
houet or line cut of the person. The 
linoleum was a solid color flat sur- 
face and not the embossed variety. 


Jt was cut from scraps bought from |) 
a large furniture store in town and 


the manager got a lot for a dollar. 

The best of these were mounted 
on wood blocks. planed to make the 
finished product type high, and half 
@ dozen usable cuts were ob- 
tained, though the chief idea was to 
interest the children. It worked so 
well that the original user plans a 
repeat but with the prizes going 
to the best ornamental material pro- 
duced. Best of these will be used 
in the newspaper ads with a credit 
line. ‘Ornament designed by Frank 
E. Smith" or whoever the child 
artist may be. 





Arthur’s Zombies 

Harry Arthur managers went 
strong for the Zombie idea on ‘The 
White Zombie.” Hal Horne, U. A. 

d chief, attended a meeting of the 

rthur managers and outlined his 
campaign ideas, and in New Haven, 
Hartford, Bridgeport, Springfield 
and Worcester Zombies were used 
to good effect. They were not ban- 
nered, but simply roamed the streets 
im the vicinity of the theatre, draw- 
ing the crowds up to the box office. 

Bvem better was a perambulated 
coffin-like box placarded with the 
statement that the Zombie con- 
tained therein would be delivered to 
the theatre at a certaim time. At 
the announced time the truck drove 
up to the theatre, the box was, de- 
mosited on the sidewalk and the lid 
unscrewed. A Zombie stepped out 
and entered the theatre, with a 
, proportion of the crowd fol- 

owing. : 

The greater part of the time there 
fas no one in the coffin, the imper- 
gonator taking his. place shortly be- 
fore the box was delivered. Un- 


ecrewing the lid not only added to 
the effect,but it gave time fora mob. 


to collect, which was the payoff. 


Switch to Contests 

With the government after some 
of the big men for conducting lot- 
eries it is probable that post office 
yates will be more active in 
fegard to local lotteries, including 
iveaways. It might be a good idea 
o make a switch to contests. It 
RWwon't get the one big crowd which 
attends the drawing of a lottery,. but 
fthere will be more intensive work, 
@nd in the end the coupon collection 
gag may prove more renumerative 
than the lottery angle; since it can 
be spread over a longer time. 

The idea is much the same, pro- 
nae merchandise offered as prizes, 
ut instead of drawing a lucky 
Number the awards are made to 
the person or persons holding the 
§Jargest number of coupons. If there 
gs more than one prize hung up 
they may be graded as first, second, 
lete., or with prizes of equal value 
the winner has first choice, the run- 
mer up second, and so on, 

The big business that has attended 

auto giveaway may be spread 

@ver a month or six weeks, but it 
will be pretty much the same money. 
@nd nose of it will have to be spent 
for legal fees. 


Reading Thoughts 

‘Strange Interlude’ will not be 
fivailable for general exhibition for 
s0me time, but one exhibitor is cap- 
italizing on an idea suggested by 
the O'Neill asides, 

Each week he picks out one scene 
gn the feature and the local news- 
paper offers prizes for the most in- 
genious suggestion as to what one 
of the characters in the scene really 
is thinking. 

One week it is what the heroine 
really thinks during an impassioned 
love scene and the next week it 
may be a comedy moment. Idea is 
to give variety and prevent same- 
Ness. The gag has been holding up 
for several weeks and the paper 
likes it well enough to keep it up 
indefinitely. No. reference is made 
to ‘Interlude.’ the stunt being of- 
fered as an original. 











Croon for ‘Crooner’ 
Crooner’ seems to be a natural 
or a revival of the radio contest 
dea, in which known singers com- 

pete over the air for the honors. In 
towns where there is no radio sta- 
tion the same idea can be worked 
by connecting a loudspeaker to a 
mike in a room near the stage. 
Five competitors are used each 
might for five nights, one being 


i 





nor is the order of their appearance 
to be known. For the blowoff the 
five winners. are heard in a finals. 

It may be difficult to get com- 
petitors. if the slurring copy in the 
ads. is used, but this probably will 
not prove a good idea for the neigh- 
‘\borhoods im any event. Many com- 
munities. still take their radio sing- 
ers seriously and may rather resent 
the’ pansy lines. 

For that matter it.is possible to 
stir up a first class newspaper con- 
troversy over the question of to 
croon or not to croon. It can be 
opened with a grieved protest from 
some local mike favorite at the 
slandering of the hero of the picture. 


Footprints. 

Possibly Sid Grauman inay claim 
this to be an infringement, but he 
has. no patent on it, St any rate. 
Small town manager advertised a 
shoe-fitting contest. He mixed up 
some cement in a framework about 
18 inches square and three inches 
high. This was well troweled to 
work out the air bubbles and when 
firm, but not set, which usually 
takes an hour, a shoe was pressed 
into the form to get @ good clear 
impression, 

This was placed on a platform 
about two feet off the lobby floor 
with steps. Idea was that any girl 
whose foot fitted the impression got 
in free. As the shoe was one car- 
ried in stock by a local store about 
20 girls who had purchased those 
shoes. managed exactly to fit the 
impression got free admissions. 

Store which carried the line of 
shoes from which the selection was 
made gave a pair of pumps to be 
used as a prize im a later contest in 
return for a sign which read that 
those who bought their shoes at 
that shop were always lucky. 

Nct much to this for a large town, 
but in a small community it had 
all the girls coming down, and they 
didn’t like to go home just because 
their feet did not fit. 


Let the Kids Work 

With the reopening of the school 
season there will be a revival of 
interest in the kid clubs. In many 
sections new clubs are being formed 
anc in others there has been a 
switch from the Mickey Mouse idea 
to. a club named after a cartoon 
‘made by the producer owning the 
change, as the Looney Tunes and 
Betty Boop clubs for Warner and 
Publix managers, respectively. 

It has been the outline that a 
club prospers. in, proportion to the 
degree in which the children them- 
selves participate. They want to 
be a part of the show and not 
merely look at one, and almost any. 
sort of contest which gives a bunch 
of the children opportunity to com- 
pete will do: more to hold the mem- 
bers. to the club. than the biggest 
possible feature. 

If prizes. are given, give a varia- 
‘tion of stunts so that the same few 
clever kids do not get all of the 
‘prizes. It might even be a good plan 
to. rule that a child winning a prize 
is not eligible for the next three 
contests. 





Make it a club and not just a} 
another |) 


morning matinee under 
name and it will be a winner, 





Beats Carnivals 
Manager who doesn’t like car- 
nivals has a standing offer to all 


local organizations to co-operate on} 


benefit shows. He supplies his 
usual show and does the usual ad- 
vertising. Organization supplies 
whatever it cares to in the way of 
special attractions and extra cxploi- 
tation. 

House takes first money up to its 
usual average for that night as fig- 
ured on the past 10 weeks. After 
that it takes 20% of the first $1,- 
000, 5%. on the second thousand, 
and 10% on ail over. 

Some organizations on a _ three- 
night run have boosted receipts. as 
much as $3,000 above average. House 
gets its regular take and a chance 
to split on the extra business. Works 
in with the order to get the best 
show and the most money in, and 
the money stays in town, which is 
the big argument right now. 


Plays Hospitals 

City theatre is planning a month- 
ly morning matinee when the ad- 
mission will be three old (not too 
old) monthly magazines. or five 
copies of the nickel weeklies. 

These are to be sent to the vari- 
ous hospitals for the benefit of such 
patients as are able to handle mags. 
Idea was suggested not long ago 
when the manager’s wife was ina 
private ward, She realized that 
many convalescents would appreci- 
ate reading matter and passed the 
idea along to her husband. He gave 
one matinee as a trial and the re- 
action was so favorable that he is 
going to make it a permanent af- 
fair. 

The surprising part, to him, was 
that the newspapers heard of the 
gag and voluntarily started to plug, 
so now they are lined up for the sea- 
son, too, 
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Recently it was recorded that the 
Los Angeles ‘Herald’ gave a four- 
column cut on the editorial page to 
Jimquin’s. eight-line poem of greet- 
ing to the Olympic guests. Now he 
sends: im another tear sheet in 
which a farewell verse is given sim- 
ilar display. 

Im his letter Jimquin credits his 
signature with an assist. He merely 
submitted the poems by mail and 
both were taken. He thinks the 
oddity of the signature had some 
effect. Very likely it did. Jimquin 
is more intriguing than James C. 
Quinn, which used to be his moniker 
a dozen years ago before a trade 
paper began to print the names as 
one word. 

Just goes to show that an oddity 
of titling, either in a name or a 
house name, is a real help, though, 
of course, Jimquin had te back it 





up with fluent verse te break 
through. 
A Clean Bally 
Cleveland. 


M. A. Malaney of Loew’s Allen 
hit upon a different and amusing 
gag-siveaway for ‘Congorilla.’ 

Stunt featured Ivory soap, small 
cakes of which were contributed by 
local branch, but printed envelope 
was the real eye-catcher. It read: 
‘Something good to eat. If you 
don't believe it see the pigmies go 
for this in “Congorilla.”’ 

Idea is based on scene in picture 
in which Martin Johnsons give soap 
cakes to African midgets, who eat 
them with great rclish. It = gets 
‘em talkiny and curious. 





Contest’s Ramily Row 


Albany, 

Management of the Strand had 
several experiences in conducting 
a singing contest to exploit ‘The 
Crooner.’ Of the six contestants 
one was a married woman who con- 
tinued in the contest despite pro- 
tests of her husband. 

Enraged at her refusal, the hus- 
band went to the platform and at- 
tempted to pull his wife therefrom. 
He «almost succeeded until others 
intervened. 

Singing was from atop the mar- 
quee; two stories above the side- 
walk. Hach contestant sang through 
@ megaphone, with crowds gather- 
ing. 

Horror Releases 

Exhib who had a horror story 
coming that he wanted to spread 
himself on figured that it might be 
a good idea to revive the oid Lloyd 
laugh insurance idea, but to change 
so as to offer insurance to all who 
died of fright instead of from laugh- 
ter. 

linally figured that it would be 
too suggestive of the comedy idea 
and with the aid of a lawyer he 
evolved a release form. This was 
headed ‘Release from damages’ and 
in: legal phraseology it recited that 
the signer released the theatre from 
all damages accruing from heart at- 
tacks or other nervous disorders 


top was ‘Please fill out and hand 
to the doorman as you enter.’ 

No: effort was made to enforce 
signing and at the box office the 
tickets were handed out without 
reference to the slips, which were 
merely a gag, but a highly effective 
one. 


School Exhibits 

Another school idea which seems 
to be new is a planned exh‘pition of 
school work arranged to start short- 
ly after Thanksgiving and which 
it is hoped will help to counteract 
the pre-Xmas slump. 

Idea is to exhibit the work of spe 
cial classes, such as the art class, 
manual training, girls’ cooking and 
sewing classes and a primary ex- 
hibit. 

Each will be installed in. the mez- 
zanine for the first three days of a 
week, with the expectation that the 
mothers of all the students will not 
only come, but bring their friends. 
The school welcomes the chance to 
do a little inexpensive advertising, 
and will detail a teacher to act as 
cicerone to those who take a special 
interest, 


Practical P 

__ Exhibitor has arranged to supply 
the grade schools with its half sea- 
son's supply of report cards, printed 
to conform to the requirements of 
each class. At the top is an offer 
of a half-price admission to the 
Saturday matinee following the 
monthly report to all whose cards 
show 85% or better. Inconspicuous 
spaces at the bottom provide for 
check punches to prevent repeats. 

It involves no extra effort on the 
part of the teacher, gets her in no 
jams as a ticket distribution some- 
times will, and it relieves the school 
board of the cost of a minor item of 
printing. If the scheme works out 
well, it will be renewed for the sec- 
ond half of the school year, 

About half the space on the back 
of the card is taken by the theatre 
for a neat institutional ad, 


‘Okay’ Campaign 


in advertising ‘Blessed Event.’ 
Where copy is running to ‘Okay 
New York’ on the Strand engage- 
ment there, it will be ‘Okay Chicago’ 
in Chicago, etc., in all spots where 
the Winchell column is printed. 

It goes into 142 towns, with each 
of those to get the individual ‘okay’ 
campaign on picture, 


Lucky 13 
Akron. 


For ‘13th Guest,’ Ernie Austgen, 
of Loew's, admitted every 13th 
guest free. Brought out an extra 
crowd, but some people declined to 
be a thirteenth guest and let some- 
one else get that number, preferring 
to pay. Not many of these, how- 
ever. 

Newspaper ads stressed that here 





was One picture title which meant 
just what it said. 








| BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Albany, N. Y. 
Bert Jackson to the Strand, B!- 
mira. Replaced at Troy by Vernon 
Reaver. 
Tony Villier, former manager of 
the Ritz, Albany, has. located in 
Hollywood writing dialog, 





Watertown, N. Y. 
Vietor Burns has opened the 


Casino theatre. 





Albany, N. Y. 
Two houses reopening here. RKO 
Proctor’s is scheduled to light up 
Sept. 19 and the Hudson, nabe, closed 
over a year, reopens for Jules Bern- 
stein, 





Albany, N. Y. 
to be operated by 
Louis Kappa, operator of the 
Regent, Albany, being constructed 
at Cohoes, Will seat 800, 


New theatre, 





San Francisco. 
Ed Fitzgerald bows out as man- 
ager of Warners Sept, 17. Leaves 
for New York. 





Los Angeles. 
Brea, at Brea (suburb), dark 
again. Was under the management 
of J. H. Reynolds. 





Rochester, N. Y. 

With Police Inspector Steinmiller 
acting as arbitrator, World theatre, 
nabe, and picture operators signed 
wage agreement settling eight 
months’ dispute. Series of stench 
bombs recently put house under 
police protection. 





Centerville, Ta. 
Majestic, dark during summer, 
has been reopened, 
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Des Moines. 

J. T. Stroud, new manager of the 
Spencer and I’raser houses, Spencer, 
la. Both are Finkelstein-owned. 
Stroud succeeds F. C, Crosson. 

Geo. Schwennecker, former owner 
and manager of the Garden, Guthrie 
Center, Ia., has repurchased house 
from G. T. and G. R. Allen. 

Publix is delaying opening of 
theatres in Cedar Rapids, Waterloo 
and Davenport, pending union con- 
tracts, 

Hale Cavanagh, who has been 
assistant manager and _ publicity 
manager for the RKO Orpheum, 
temporarily managing the house. 
Ed Pierce, former manager, now in 
New York, 





Milwaukee. 

Al Kvool, resigned as state man- 
ager for Fox Midwesco, new man- 
ager at Universal's Alhambra. 

Denver. 

The Paramount, Eagle, Colo. 
sold to C. V. Crane by W. M. Wil- 
son, Renamed the Paramount. 
Allen Risley has bought the Star, 
Walden, Colo., from Sam Swire. 
Mel Todd, formerly at the Para- 
mount, Cheyenne, made manager of 
Fox Rialto at Florence, Colo. Tony 
Hartford, U salesman, now with 
Columbia, replacing Bob Drew, to 
Li A, 

—_— -—— 
Dallas. 

J. O. Cherry succeeds Frank 
Weatherford ag skipper for Palace 
here. Latter treplacing Marsline 
Moore at the Worth, Fort Worth. 
Moore quits show biz for advertis- 
ing connection. 


Los Angeles. 
Bernie Hynes, assistant to Her- 
(Continued on page 23) 
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is illustrated in the story of @ re- 
turned vacationist who is just back 
from a couple of weeks in Burling- 
ton, Vt. She and a friend went to 
the theatre because that was about 
all there was to do evenings. The 
second day they happened im on 
what they thought was a feature, 
didn’t like it and started out again. 
As they passed through the exit the 
doorman spotted them. ‘Ladiés!’ he 
cried with genuine concern, ‘what's 
the matter? You only just went in.’ 

Briefly they explained they did 
not care for that sort of picture and 
were going to look up something 
else. The doorman peeped inside: 
‘That's only the serial,’ he exclaimed 
triumphantly. ‘There’s.a grand lit- 
tle feature and it starts in a few 
minutes. Go on back, ladies. I'm 
sure you'll like it.” 

They went back, liked the fea- 
ture, and that house got the breaks 
in their subsequent trade. Had 
they been permitted to pass out un- 
noticed, they would have associated 
the house with the blood and thun- 





der‘ action and would have stayed 
away. 
Piece Gifts 
Manager who got some nifty 


statuettes at a bargain price, but 
not enough of a bargain to be given 
for single visits, figured out an ana- 
tomical distribution. 

On Thursdays, his off nights, 
ecards are to be given all customers. 
First is for the head, with the next 
calling for the neck, the body, the 
right and left legs, feet ditto and 
hands and arms. It makes nine 
cards to be collected, and the cus- 
tomer gets the statuette when the 
set is complete. 

Meantimes he visions enterpris- 
ing kids picking up some of the 
ecards and trying to swap a right 
arm for @ left foot, and making 
more advertising, 


Phones Passes 


Manager who knows @ large pro- 
portion of his. patrons has a gag 
for pulling in business on bad 
nights. He notes who has not turned 








Walter Winchell’s ‘okay’ gag will 
be used according to towns by WB: 


out and calls up some one in a 
known large family with the infor- 
mation that there is a free ticket 
in the box office if he calls for it 
before 9 o'clock. Often the single 


‘ducat will bring in a string of from 


four to seven, the entire family come 
ing down to help the fortunate one 
use the free pass. 

This should be an even better 
scheme for bringing in the rural 
trade, but in this case the call 
should be sent in the afternoon, 


Ballyhoo Nudity 


Los Angeles. 

Nearest approach to nudity for 
picture house exploitation is that at 
Loew’s State currently, where four 
blondes, scantily attired, are 
spotted in niches on the sidewalk 
line, two in each entrance to the 
house. 

They are compelled to stand in 
a rizid position, while passersby 
Zawk and pass wisecracks. Stunt 
likened by many persons as oke 
for a burley house, but out of place 
for a downtown film deluxer. Bal- 
lyhoo is being used for ‘Blondie of 
the Tollies.’ 


Happy Convicts 

For ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ the usual con- 
vict parade is going to be more or 
less of a dud in most places. Em- 
phasis must be given the comedy 
angle or the striped suits will prove 
a handicap. 

One theatre is planning to build 
a cell in the lobby in a spot where 
it will be out of the traffic lanes. 
Three convicts will be incarcerated 
while a fourth man, dressed as a 
warden, will keep order with a 
blown bladder instead of a billy. 

The four are a local amateur 
quartet and can sing _ and joke with 
almost professional effect. When 
they draw too large a crowd the 
keeper is sent to get a can of beer 
and the convicts settle down for a 
nap, which dissolves the crowd, with 
the hope that a percentage will bee- 
line into the theatre. 

Another house plans a couple of 
convict clowns along the same gen- 
eral lines. In any event it is the 
comedy angle which should be 
stressed. 


‘Unashamed’ Pally 
Reading, Pa. 

Bob Suits, manager of Loew's, got 
food position on newspaper stories 
explaining the alleged relation of 
the Allen murder trial in Norris- 
town, near Philadelphia, in which a 
society girl’s lover was killed by her 
brother, the latter being acquitted 
of murder, and the story of ‘Une 
ashamed,’ featured at Loew’s. 

Suits’ ‘explanation’ that the re- 
semblance between the film plot and 
the life story was only incidental, or 
accidental, or what have you, 
brought them flocking into the the- 





(Continued on page 31) 
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EIN 
LIFETIME 


“Last night's audi: Here’s what the critics said 


ence did every- 
thing but roll 


in the aisles... — about the play-and the : 


Riotously silly 


piel gros tens industry agrees that it all 
goes DOUBLE for the picture! 
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“Grand entertain- . \ 


ment...Hurls fun at , “A blue-ribbon show 


Holl d...and 
we whe ae ... all of us laughed 


can hardly sit loud and long...See 
in our seats for ‘Once in a Lifetime’ 
laughing.” and die — laughing.” 


N. Y. Sun —Walter Winchell, 
or N.. Y. Mirror 






“An evening of al- 
most ceaseless 
laughter...wise- 
cracks come out so 
rapidly they al- 
most trip over one 
another.” 


—N. Y. Evening Post | 


“The funniest sa- 
tire the movies 
have yet met... 
sizzling and up- 
roarious...monu- 


“Hilarioust “mentally funny 
funny.” f : for comfort.” \ travesty. 


—N. Y. —N. Y. American 


N. Y. Times 7 . Herald Tribune 
Uproarious...ought 


to be made com- 
pulsory for 
atonal: fans. ee 


Exhilarating.’’ With JACK OAKIE, SIDNEY FOX, 
—M ¥; Eve. Jourtel Aline MacMahon, Russell Hopton, Louise 
Fazenda, Gregory Ratoff, Zasu Pitts, 
Onslow Stevens. From the play by Moss 
Hart and George S$. Kaufman. Produced 
by Carl Laemmle, Jr. Directed by Russell 
Mack. Presented by Cari Laemmle. 
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mad slil-late) eee] 
most too funny 
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‘BLESSED EVENT 


(Continued from page 15) 


plending of episodes that the re- 
sources of the studio and thé fer- 
tility of the producer has done its 
best. 

Bit in a broadcasting studio where 
the mortal enemies, Alvin and the 
Crooner, Buddy Harmon, exchange 
bitter amenities, is a sample, played 
with a high sense of comedy for a 
low comedy episode. Right on the 
heels of this richly comic bit comes 
tthe semi-tragic episode of the de- 
gerted night club girl whom the 
columnist treacherously double- 
crosses, tense drama treading upon 
a moment of frolic. Progress of 
the whole story is marked by these 
startling shifts of action. Interview 
belween the columnist’s home-body 
mama and the tough gangster is 
another well sustained moment of 
pure fun. 


The cadaverous Ned Sparks as 
the misanthropic newspaper veteran 
has the role of his life, an incidental 
part, but one that might have been 
picked for him from the literature 
of the world. He doesn’t miss a 
tick, and some of his brief scenes 
are the comedy highlights of the 
picture. Another memorable per- 
formance is that of Ruth Donnelly 
as the world-weary but protesting 


eccretary of the journalistic whirl- 
wind, played with an_ inspired 
comedy sense. 

The picture house m. ec. Dick 


Powell, a fav in Pittsburgh at the 
‘WB house there, is likewise very 
effective as the crooner, Bunny 
Harmon. Warners have him on a 
seven-year contract. He suggests 
possibilities especially for cafe and 
back stage stuff, calling for a sing- 
ing voice. 

Picture is another of the few in- 
stances where a good piece of stage 
property can be made better by the 
picture studios. It’s ideal enter- 
tainment for the whole body of fans, 
and it should prosper accordingly. 

Rush, 
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| 70,000 WITNESSES 


A Charles R. Rogers production and 
Paramount release. Harry Joe Brown, as- 
sociate producer. Directed by Ralph Mur- 
phy. From novel by Cortland Fitzsimmons. 
Adaptation by Garrett Fort. Additional 
dialog by P. J. Wolfson and Allen Rivkin. 
“Photography by Henry Sharp. At Para- 


mount, N. Y., for week starting Sept. 2. 
Running time, 69 mins. 
Muck: Buchanan.......ese0. Phillips Holmes 
BPOPOTEY ClAPie ccc vccccoscis Dorothy Jordan 
Johnny Moran...... ee orcces Charlie Ruggles 
Wally Clark....... ».- Johnny Mack Brown 
Btate Coach......es.. J. Farrell MacDonalw 
Glin Buchanad, . osccecesosbiuaane Lew Cody 
SPOR MICKGNRR. «cccoctedvce » David Landau 
wr. Collime...cscs eeeeee»- Kenneth Thomson 
Connors...... eoseeeesee Big Boy Williams 
Ortello...... 90086e Soecceeed George Rosener 
Sree GHOGG, ve ctccevece eoecesees Walter Hiers 
mecenavent ceccerccesecenne Socere Paul Page 
DREGE s 608 cc ng veghspeeseven te Reed Howes 
| ere John David Horsley 


‘ 

It may not seem right to try to 
make a football star out of Phillips 
Holmes, but this dish of film ig rel- 
ishing. It will invite to theatres, 
especially with football fever ap- 
proaching, those~.who like the. pig- 
skin game as well as those who have 
@ taste for murder mysteries. 

Picture combines both in a work- 
able and highly effective manner, 
adding a plentiful dressing of com- 
edy. In three different respects 
there’s good fllm in ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses,’ which incidentally isn’t a 
bad title, either. It lends easily to 
exploitation. 

The football sequences will stir 
Interest among pigskin fans. It’s 
been whipped up to a neat froth 
through different handling, and 
drags in high interest when the 
death quarter is played over again 
at the request of police. 

Up to about the middle there is 
little hint a murder will occur. 
Even after the game is under way 
it’s doubtful as to whether original 
plans to bump off one of the boys 
in throwing the game to the oppo- 
Sition are going to carry. Then the 
murder happens, but through astute 
treatment, dialog and direction, the 
audience is left figuring out just 
what occurred. 

While guilt points at first to Phil- 
lips Holmes as the brother of a pro- 
fessional gambler-fixer, by deft 
strokes it starts to appear he may 
be innocent. In his scenes, denying 
responsibility, young Holmes begins 
to do a swell job and by that time 
it’s virtually forgotten he should 
never be a football player. 

Outset suggests this is just an- 
other picture, but after about the 
second reel, and waving aside the 
love stuff, played down anyway, the 
interest grips. Then, too, there are 
plenty of laughs, mostly via Charlie 
Ruggles as a drunk, He may be 
doing a drunk forever from the 
looks of things, but that ought to be 
okay with the fans. He does a 
drunken reporter and pal of a col- 
lege town dick (David Landau). 
30th Ruggles and Landau may owe 


much to the director, Ralph Mur- 
phy, for the manner in which he 
guided them. 

If comedy is to count the most, | 


and it may, the picture owes plenty 


to Ruggles, Landau and ‘Big Boy’ 

Guinn Williams, who also has a 

couple swell bits 
Dorothy Jordan is the girl, but 


She does little except looking sweet. 
More credit is due Lew Cody, who 
makes his usual good showing, this 
time as a gambler. Johnny Mack 
Brown, ex-Alabama grid star, is the 
mugg who got bumped off by the 





never sus- 
near the 
Kenneth 

is well 


college team's doctor, 
pected of anything until 
end. He's played by 
Thomson, Grid clip stuff 
done. 

‘70,000 Witnesses’ is the first of 
the Charles R. Rogers pictures, done 
independently by Rogers for Para- 
mount release, It’s an okay start 
for Rogers. Char, 


Mason of the Mounted 


Trem Carr production and Monogram re- 
lease starring Bill Cody and Andy Shuford. 
Directed by Harry Frazer. Story by Harry 





Frazer. Bill Stout camera, Cast: Nancy 
Drexel, Jack Carlyle, LeRoy Mason, Joe 
Dominguez, Jas. Marcus, l’rank H. Crane, 


Gordon McGee, Capt. Art Smith. At Loew's 
New York theatre one day, Aug. 30, as one- 
half of a double bill. Running time 49 mins, 


Shorte~ than the usual western, 
but making up in speed what it 
lacks in footage. Story is completely 
told and added footage might have 
hurt. As it is the Cody-Shuford 
feature has both speed and story, 

Yarn concerns a young mounted 
constable who drops below the bor- 
der to bring back a murderer, Finds 
his man at the head of a highly 
prosperous horse stealing gang, so 
he wipes out the crew and the U. 8S. 
marshal lets him have the star 
prisoner. Just a suggestion of love 
interest and plenty of action. It can 
stand up wherever they go for 
Westerns and solo sooner down the 
line than the average product. 

effort at novelty is made with the 
gang driving a herd of several hun- 
dred horses, but this is hurt, though 
not spoiled, by inferior photography. 
Horse drives are not new in west- 
erns, but this is on a much larger 
scale than usual. Could have been 
made very impressive. Apart from 
these scenes the photography is av- 
erage good; which makes it the 
more noticeable. 

ody has a part that fits him 
nicely and young Shuford is not 
quite as prevalent as usual, which 
doesn’t hurt any. Nancy Drexel 
keeps properly in the background, 
as western girls are supposed to, 
and scores are registered by Jack 
Carlyle, Le Roy Mason, Joe Domin- 
guez and James Marcus. 

Plenty of hard riding, a grand 
little free for all fight, and not too 
much stress on the M. P. idea. Sev- 
eral good scenes at the opening are 
taken in the snow with the caked 
fleecy flung from the horses’ hoofs 
as they gallop. Sound average and 
production good. 





Diamond Cut Diamond 


a 
(BRITISH MADE) 
x London, Aug. 26. 

Eric Hakim production, released through 
Great Britain by M-G-M. Djrected by Fred 
Niblo and Maurice Elvey. Stars Adolpe 
Menjou, In cast: Benita Hume, Kenneth 
Kove, Claude Allister, Desmond Jeans, 
Toni Bruve. Length 6,385 feet. Running 
time 71 mings. Recording Western Electric. 
Reviewed Empire, Aug. 26. 


This was the picture over which 
Hakim and Fred Niblo had their 
now famous split, which resulted in 
Niblo walking out and LEivey, Brit- 
ish director finishing the picture. 

According to studio report, most 
of the final version was Elvey’s, 
made in five days in agush against 
time. Under the circumstances he 
deserves high praise. The film does 
not make the big time as a top fea- 
ture, but it is a very workmanlike 
job, possessing a snap all too rare 
among British films. 

The story is of the ‘Raffles’ pat- 
tern, & preposterous thing dealing 
with a pair of crooks—Menjou and 
Allister—who are tricked by an- 
other pair of crooks—Hume and 
Jeans. 

As a consequence Menjou and the 
boy friend end up in jail. 

Production is never less than deft, 
and settings are never less than 
good. The general standard, in fact, 
is surprising, and the film stands up 
Well as a dependable light melo- 
drama with plenty of comedy. 

Menjou does the _ sophisticated 
crook stuff very well, and Allister 
makes an excellent foil. Benita 
Hume is easy to look at, although 
Desmond Jeans is below standard. 

The dialog is apt, and often witty. 
The situations are frequently in- 
genious. The film makes a good 
supporting feature in high-class 
houses, and is good enough to stand 
on its own in most places. It should 
do good business in the home mar- 
ket. Chap. 


LA BETE ERRANTE 


(‘The Wandering Beast’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Aug. 24. 

Natan produetion and release, Directed 
by Marco de Gastyne from the novel by 
Louis-Frederic Rouquette. Recorded R. C. 
A. Made in Natan studios. Running time 
90 minutes at the Cine Max Linder, Paris, 
Aug. 23. Featuring Gabriel Gabrie, Matl- 
lot, Os-Ko-Mon, Choura Milena, acque- 
line Torrent. 


An instance of what can happen 
to a picture if, during the course 
of production, plans are aitered, and 
it is only completed several months 


ufter it has been begun. In this 
case some scenes were made months 
ago, and it was only recently fin- 
ished. Technique has varied s0 in 
| between the two periods that it 
gives the film a very irregular ap- 
pearance, 

Alaskan locale of the story was 
found in Switzerland for the open 
air sequences, and is very Swiss. 
Photo poor. A cheap programmer. 

Mazi, 





1914 


(GERMAN MADE) 

Atlas production. Capital release in the 
U. S. Direction, Riehard Oswald; scenario, 
Heinz Goldberg and Fritz Wendhausen; 
sets, Franz Schroedter; photography, Mutz 
Greenbaum; American prolog and dialog, 
Dr. Kugene Fischer. A the Europa, N. Y., 
on grind run beginning Sept. 3. Running 
time, 80 mina, 







BERLIN 
Count Hollweg.......se.+. Albert Basserman 
Count von Jagow........-- Herrman Wlach 
Count von Moltke....Wolfgang v. Schwind 
Count: TRG. « cacccccnetts Robert Hartberg 
ST. PETRPRSBURG 
Czar Nicholas II......-. Reinhold Schuenzel 
The CBArima...cccccceccecess Lucie Hoeflich 
Archduke Nicholas. ..-Ferdinand Hart 
SaZanowW....cccee : .-Oskar Homolka 
Suchomlinow .....ssceeeceeeveees A. B. Licho 
Count Pourtates -»»-Hans Peppler 
Pateologue...... +++-Theodore Loos 
BuchaGOl.occccccscccccsccce .-.-Fritz Alberti 
VIPNNA 
Emperor Franz Josef..... Eugene Kloepfer 
Count Berchtold.......eseeee0+> Alfred Abel 
Comet TR cccccessscvccs ...Victor Jensen 
PARIS 
WHORE. bic ciecoceteeses Ferdinand v. Alten 
Count v. Schoen,...........-Bruno Ziemer 
Jean Jaures...... eeeeee-+-Heinrich George 
His Confident........... Alexancer Granach 
LONDON 
Sir Edward Grey............-Paul Mederow 
Prince Lichnowsky...,.......Fritz Odemar 


Tag line on this picture reads, ‘Is 
Germany Guilty?’ That's the moti- 
vation of the entire thing, a sup- 
posed chronological and historically 
correct accounting of what events 
led directly into the World War, and 
how. As such it can’t help being 
dramatic and interesting, added to 
which are an exceptionally strong 
cast of character actors for all the 
major portrayals, But the photog- 
raphy and sound are so amazingly 
bad that the entire effect is ruined. 
It’s too bad. It could have been an 
important picture. 

Possibly the handling in New 
York is somewhat to blame. In an 
attempt to make the picture more 
generally acceptable than in the 
original form, an interview with Dr. 
Eugene Fischer, historian, has been 
synced in. He says a few words 
fore and aft and interrupts the 
running of the film in several spots 
for more explanation. Sounding of 
this portion of English dialog is on 
a different pitch than the rest of the 
German lines, Also in monkeying 
with the Alm in the laboratory a 
print that is but barely distinguish- 
able resulted, It’s not the first time 
this has happened, and the Ameri- 
can distributors of foreign films 
ought to learn to be more careful 
with their product. 

Story is that for a time this film 
was barred in Germany, though why 
is hard to understand. It pretty 
well whitewashes the country, at- 
tempting to prove that Germany 
was forced into the mess by Rus- 
sia's actions, Putting most of the 
blame on Russia probably was a 
pretty safe idea. Nobody can ob- 
ject to that at this day because 
there are no more Russians left that 
are not Communists. At least offi- 
cially. So there can be no govern- 
mental or censorial squawks to 
amount to anything. 

Some of the scenes are effectively 
done, best being the assassination 
of Jean Jaques Jaures in Paris. 
Reinhold Schuenzel in a surprising 
interpretation of the Czar gives a 
magnificent performance, and other 
strong character portrayals are by 
Heinrich George, Alexander Gran- 
ach, Alfred Abel, Theodore Loos, 
Oskar Homolka and Albert Basser- 
man. 

With smart exploitation the: pic- 
ture can be sold for money results, 
even though it’s as technically bad 
as it is. Kauf. 


AGE OF CONSENT 


_ Radio production and release, featuring 
Dorothy Wilson; directed by Gregory La- 
Cava. 3ased on the stage play ‘Cross 
Roads’ by Martin Flavin, treatment by 
H. N. Swanson; acreen play by Sarah Y. 
Mason and Francis Cockrell, Camera J. 
Roy Hunt; film editor, Jack Kitchin, At 
the Palace, New York, first run,- Aug. 25, 
running time 60 minutes, 


Betty....cecccscesssceses---Dorothy Wilson 
Michel. ....ecceceesesss- Richard Cromwell 
DuKe, . ccccccceccccescacccccsss Eric Linden 
DOTA. ccccccccccscceccccoccces Arline Judge 
David. vecccccccccccecsescseos-JOhn Halliday 
Barbara..ccoccece cccceccece+-Aileen Pringle 
a ae sasccenese Reginald Barlow 


Picture has rumerous good sales 
angles, both within itself and out- 
side its story, that make it promise 
a nice profit. Fan response ought to 
be first rate, both because subject 
has a provocative title and because 
it probably will make talk. The fact 
that it marks the first release of 
Dorothy Wilson opens up a vista 
of valuable ballyhoo. Miss Wilson is 
the stenographer in the Radio coast 
studio offices who was skyrocketed 
from her typewriter into semi-star- 
dom. 

On top of that, the picture cost 
only $125,000 to make and with any 
kind of ox office break that leaves 
a nice margin for profit. There is 
nothing in the screening to suggest 
that economy has been overdone, 
for the cast has several good fea- 
ture names and makes a smooth 
playing personnel, 

Miss Wilson turns out to be a 
highly interesting young type, sug- 
gesting in appearance a (flapper 
Norma Shearer. The part of a col- 
lege co-ed does not call for any his- 
trionic fireworks, but the newcomer 


reveals a remarkable aptitude for 
natural acting, if it is true, as the 
publicity branch would have us be- 
| lieve, she has had no previous ex- 
perience. For this role she is a 
natural. 

Story is a sexy tale, dealing in 
often sprightly manner with the 


adolescent amours of a co-ed cam- 


Rae ba 


pus and its environs, this angle be- 
ing insidiously exploited under cover 
of being a sympathetic study of the 
love problems of the young. Treat- 
ment is shrewd since it at once 
paves the way for some sprightly 
doings and at the same time is cen- 
sor-proof in its general pattern. 
Subject of campus necking is han- 
dled without gloves, but this slant 
is covered skillfully by a tolerant 
attitude toward all the young peo- 
ple by establishing their honesty 
and right intentions and also, to 
clinch it, by the philosophical side 
remarks of an elderly professor who 
sees in the whoopee of the youns- 
sters only youthful spirits, inevit- 
able and natural, 

‘We called it sparking when I was 
young’ he comments, ‘Now they call 
it necking.’ 

Smart literary trick was to ex- 
ploit the hectic side df the campus, 
but filter its meaning through the 
complacement eyes of the old pro- 
fessor. 

Cast is made up of young people, 
with just the leavening in the pro- 
fessor character, deftly handled as 
usual by John Halliday. Central 
male characters are played by Rich- 
ard Cromwell, an excellent choice 
as the young hero, and Eric Linden, 
once more a philandering student 
high-filyer. Both juves have been 
developed by Radio and do nicely 
within a limited range of parts. 
Here they are neatly placed. 

An element that will help the pic- 
ture w:in younger fans, to whom it 
is entirely addressed, is the flashy- 
bright dialog which holds a good 
percentage of laughs in its surprise 
twists, often brusequely frank on 
sex subjects and always in the jar- 
gon of the brash young generation. 

Picture has as background the 
college campus with its bustling 
young people and it furnishes a 
pleasant locale without involving 
any heavy .outlay for sets. Rest of 
settings are minor interiors. 

Basis of the story is the young 
lovers’ problem, whether to chuck 
school and marry, or risk their hap- 
piness for the sake of the boy’s ca- 
reer. The old porfessor gets into 
their affair because he long ago had 
to solve the same problem. He 
didn’t chuck school, lost the girl and 
regrets it. 

There crosses the path of the hot 
and bothered hero, the very pretty 
and willing waitress of the college 
cafeteria; there ensues a rendez- 
vous between the boy and girl 
which started innocently but ended 
otherwise and they are discovered 
compromised by the girl's father, 
who explains that she is under 18— 
hence the title—and it’s wedding 
bells for the boy—or jail. 

Sequence of sorrowing lovers fol- 
lows with ail straightened out by 
the waitress deciding to be a good 
sport and calling off the shotgun 
wedding. Uniformly good acting 
throughout with the notable excep- 
tion of a:weak renunciation scene by 
the usually efficient Arline Judge. 
Photography is excellent and the 
whole production shows no sign of 
penny pinching, Rush, 


The Thirteenth Guest 


Monogram“ production and release. Di- 
rected by Albert Ray. ,Adapted from story 
by Armitage Trail by Francis Hyland and 
Arthur Hoerl, At Loew's Lincoln Sq., 

Y., one day, Sept. 2, Running time, 
65 mins. 
Maria Morgan...+e..s+s.-05 .Ginger Rogers 
Winston eve cccccccccertecsecspes Lyle Talbot 


Cant. Ran. 62. +ccv0s J. Farrell MacDonald 
Harold Morgan....se+s+sesess James Kagles 
Thor JeOmnmSCH,..cccccccccccess Eddie Phillips 
AGAMB. ..ccccocccecssesccs: Erviile Alderson 
Sarksdale....... eecccccscceccs Robert Klein 
Dr. Sherwood......- eeesee+-Crauford Kent 
Mariarig....s:csseve er ccesceses Frances Rich 
st Thorntom.....coosseeses---kethel Wales 
CFOREIE. 0 os vc vas ccenvecebpars ears Paul Hurst 
CBRE. BROWN 24 00s cececvae William Davidson 

Here’s an independent feature 


which the biggest runs in the coun- 
try can count upon. For ali classes 
of houses ‘The Thirteenth Guest’ is 
a positive money-maker. It takes 
a ranking positidn among the ’32-'33 
independent releases. 

‘Guest’ is vastly superior to many 
of the mystery themes produced by 
major companies during the past 
two years. Its story is even more 
complex, but it is so brought to the 
screen that it disentangles without 
befuddling gntertainment qualities 
and confusing the audience to the 
point of distraction, ; 

Story is essentially one about 
relatives, a strange will and a cob- 
webby house. Although several 
bodies of persons electrocuted by 
trick telephones are shown fixed to 
chairs at a dinner table, the theme 
at no time is overshaded with mor- 


bidity.. 
Winston, private detective, who 
unravels the mystery, is at first 
made slightly supercilious by the 
interpretation of Lyle Talbot. The 
1udience in a comparatively short 
time, however, forgets this and 


finds the role fairly convincing. 
J. arrell MacDonald as the police 


| 


| production so 


captain gives a 100% performance. 
Paul Hurst is ‘strangely, although 
‘comically, cast as a stupid stooge 
letective Most of the laughs are 
provoked by Hurst, who this time 
is a3 timid as he is usually tough. 
Others are in comparatively | 
minor roles, including Ginger | 
Rogers, although she is proven to 
be the occupant of the title chair. 
Flashes of a masked figure at 
work wt an electric switca in the | 
house, which tolls the victims, are | 


sufficient to let the audience in 
before the de- 


just 


on part of the secret 





tectives discover it. Waly. 


DOWN TO EARTH 


Fox production and release. Starring 
Will Rogers. Featuring Dorothy Jordan, 
Irene Rich, Matty Kemp. Directed by 
David Butler. From tne story by Homer 
Screen play and dialog by Edwin 


Croy. 

Burke. Photographer, Ernest Palmer. At 
the Roxy, N. Y., Sept. 1. Running time, 
79 mins. 

Pike Peter®...cccccces ee .Will Rogers 
Julia Pearsom.....-..+e.--..Dorothy Jordan 
Idy Peter@......ccccccceessss:> Irene Rich 
Rese Peses. .cecccescssd tonee Matty Kemp 
Jackie Harper..........++-.--Mary Carlisle 
ee TG. ccc ccccccececes Clarence Wilson 


.»».-Theodore Lodt 


This Will Rogers sequel to ‘They 
Had to See Paris’ will need support 
in the majority of spots. It’s the 
least powerful in draw of all Rogers 
pictures and follows the plot rou- 
tine of at least two of his previous 
efforts. For the first time, thus, 
Rogers has a doubtful b.o. piece. 

Rogers is Pike Peters again. Re- 
turned from Paris, the Peters family 
is perched in a replica of their 
rented French chateau in their 
native Oklahoma town. Mrs. Peters 
(Irene Rich) is doing social climb- 
ing and old man Peters is cracking 
his usual philosophical. Mrs, Peters’ 
extravagance, plus a bank failure, 
leaves the Peters family broke and 
‘down to earth’ again. 

According to the screen record, 
however, it's mostly Pike Peters’ 
lazy inattention to biz that breaks 
them, which practically contradicts 
the dialog. 

There are times when the charac- 
ter is too homespun for the million- 
aire he is supposed to be. When 
that happens the film goes alto- 
gether awry and Rogers’ wisecracks 
lose appeal. Those gags go over 
mostly, however, and thanks to 
Rogers’ delivery. 

When Rogers turns in character 
from just a whimsical old boy to a 
hard-headed savior of his family, 
he steps ouf to impress more as a 
comic than a humorist and puts a 
certain musical comedy touch to the 
story that doesn’t belong. 

The Rogers personality, however, 
is commanding throughout the film, 
and maybe that’s a drawback since 
it leaves him practically alone to 
carry the burden of a long feature 
with indifferent cast support. 

Romantic interest of the film is 
weak, consisting for the most part 
in the unconvincing renunciation of 
marriage by a rich girl because her 
pappy went broke. Girl is Julia 
Pearson as played by Dorothy Jor- 
dan. She gives up the younger 
Peters for just that reason and it 
isn't logical. 

Nor is that aimless quarreling 
and continuous bickering between 
the two elder Peters attracting as a 
romantic angle. The usual charac- 
ters found in previous Rogers films 
are located here also. There is 
Theodore Lodi as the Grand Duke 
Michael. Both he and Irene Rich 
had appeared in ‘They Had to See 
Paris. As the younger Peters, 
Matty Kemp replaces Owen Davis, 
Jr., previously seen. 

The Roxy theatre advertising 
ignored all but the Rogers person- 
ality in appealing to the public. 
That advertising confirms the esti- 
mate the picture itself tends to 
place on the cast. 

Miss Jordan is pretty to look at 
as the rich girl, but as a secretary 
she doesn’t hold interest. What 
Miss Rich has to do in the film is 
done okay, but she leaves no after 
impression. Not Miss Rich's fault, 
It’s the limited action and the com- 
monplace dialog. 

The action is negligible. Two 
high spots and both of comedy in- 
tent are built around Theodore Lodi 
as the Grand Duke instead of 

Rogers. 

Rogers discovers Lodi as a door- 
man in Chicago, where Rogers has 
gone to interest bankers in a loan. 
The two are instrumental in 
scratching up a society woman's 
auto. Same woman later is a guest 
in the Peters home when Mrs. 
Peters gives a grand ball for the 
Grand Duke. She recognizes the 
former doorman and _ everything 
socially crashes for Mrs. Peters. 

Anyway there’s a happy ending. 
Julia Pearson, after all, does marry 
the younger Peters, and Idy and 
Pike make up in their oldtime 
bungalow, Shan. 


Grand Dut-e Michael “ 





Une Etoile Disparait 


(‘A Star Vanishes’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Aug. 28. 
Joinville production. Para- 
Directed by Robert Villers 


Paramount 
mount release, 


(Bob Wyler). Scenario by Marcel Achard. 
Music by Lionel Cazaux. Recorded West- 
ern Electric. Running time, 85 mina, 
Paramount. Paris, Aug. 22, 

Ns ubo ne ukabterssavagbons Suzy Vernon 
PEEP, Pere Cee Constant Remy 
Claudius. eeeee Veerr: 
EORID TOE sco csaasctccetvacs Edith Mera 
ROMANE BECTCIO. 2c csccccccce Rolla Norman 
Hulot.:'... seeecceosscocesceoe- Marcel Vallee 
PGS EEA oak tho bae 6404 86 .Rene Worms 
Arlette.... .Sandra Ravel 


This Joinville production is prob- 
ably one of the best turned out by 
the Joinville studios far, with 


sO 





photo of Hollywood evenness 
throughout Also story by Marcel 
Achard is okay with an interesting 
peep into studio life for the fans’ 
lelight. Robert Villers is a Frenchi- 
fication of name used by Bob 
Wyler so as to make the Paramount 
ind all Irench. Bob 
the Laemmle kin, hag 
“xperience, and already 
made in France ‘Papa Sang Le 
Savoir.” This time he is hitting big, 


(Continued on page 30) 
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THE LION ROARS! 


“STRANGE Interlude” has opened 

AT the $2 Astor Theatre, New York— 
NORMA Shearer and Clark Gable 

AND a brilliant supporting cast, 
DIRECTED by Robert Z. Leonard, 

ARE winning unstinted acclaim 

IN Eugene O’Neill’s masterpiece— 
“GRAND Hotel” fades from the Astor screen 
AFTER five happy months! 

IN 700 cities this Star-Studded hit 

HAS been road-shown at advanced prices! 
NOW it comes at Popular Prices to a 
NATION of 123 million people whose 
TICKET=-buying possibilities have 
SCARCELY been touched! 

THE LION ROARS! 
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Balto. Operators, 
Musicians Give 


Theatres Relief 


a Baltimore, Sept. 5. 

New contracts between the the- 
fatres and crafts were worked out 
fast week. Loew theatres, main 
group of this town, secured de- 
trenses from both the operators and 
fmusicians. 

From the _ projectionists, Loew 
Grew what amounts to a 13% de- 
crease and a reduction of approx- 
imately $7.50 per man from the 
musiciane for the ace Century. 
Contract on the musicers calls for 
20 men minimum in the pit with 
the house, however, listed to use 15 
mer regularly. 

That’s the general plan through- 
out the IATSE contracts for op- 
erators in this town. Some houses 
mill draw no reduction from their 
present rate since they were 
granted their concessions previous- 
fy. Thus the Hippodrome, though 
battling for a slice in the payroll, 


is net likely to get it due to the 
operators giving the house a rate 
last 


below scale when it opened 
year. 


Hipp has settled with the musi- 


cians at $75 per man, which means 
and a 
in the 


ho increase or decrease, 
minimum of eight men 
trench but with 11 musicians em- 
ployed regularly. 

Stagehands are still in the proc- 
@ss of negotiation. Houses now 
fworking under an agreement mak- 


ing last year’s contract retroactive 


until a new deal is delivered. 





5 More Hurt in 


2 Texas Bombings 


Dallas, Sept. 5. 


Five more added to the list of 
Injured in the current Texas labor. 
Simultaneous bombing of two Tyler, 
(2), 
Both houses 
®perated by the new Paschall circuit 
and went non-union two weeks ago. 


exas houses, last Friday 


Caused the injuries. 





5% Denver Cut 


Denver, Sept. 5. 


If any labor troubles arise here 
®ver operators in the next year it 
Huffman, with six 


will be minor. 
houses, and Publix with two, in- 
cluding all the first runs, 


with unions in Colorado Springs, 
Pueblo, Grand Junction and Greely, 
Colo. 


Orpheum and Denver theatres are 
hegotiating with the musicians and 
stage hands, but nothing radical is 
Favorable settlements 


being asked. 
looked for soon. 


have 
signed for the same number of booth 
men but a cut in wages averaging 
f@bout 5%. Publix is still dickering 








FANCHONé MARCO 


‘Featured Acts - 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 








EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 


“Gus Edward's Radio Stars” 








FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 








WILTON CRAWLEY 


‘The Thunder Storm of Jazz’ 


With HOT LIPS—HOT HIPS 
‘NIGHT CLUB’ Idea 




















Famous McKeone Family 


Featuring Flip-Flar Somersault 
Three High 


Week Sept. 1 
Warners’ Downtown, Los Angeles 

















Now Booking MARLENE DIETRICH ie 
“| Kiss Your Hand, Madame’’ 
Synchronized Six-Reel Feature 

STANLEY DISTRIBUTING 
CORPORATION 
729 Seventh Avenue, New York 
Telephone Bryant 9-281? 








Awaiting New Contract 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Musicians continue in the pits 
and on the stage of the picture 
houses here, despite the termination 
of contracts last week, and the 
failure of union and theatres rep- 
resentatives to agree on new terms. 

Preliminary discussions have been 
held and belief prevails that an 
early settlement will be reached, 
with the new Contracts calling for 
a sliding scale, based on seating 
capacity and admissions. 

Second conference between the 
theatre execs and the contract com- 
mittee of the musicians, held Fri- 
day (7), was attended by Reeves 
Espy and Ray Ducerne for F-WC; 
and Leon Levey for Warners; with 
Ed Smith of Publix, also represent- 
ing Cliff Work of RKO. Concilia- 
tory attitude of both sides, with a 
give-and-take spirit, leads show- 
men to believe an amicable agree- 
ment will be reached soon. 


ALTOONA UNION MEETINGS 


Altoona, Sept. 5. 
A 15% salary reduction offered by 
local booth operators in exchange 
for new contracts was declined by 
theatre owners here. Matter holds 
until a further meeting this week. 
Operators want four booth men. 
Amicable settlement is antici- 
pated. 


Behind the Keys 


(Continued frrm page 19) 


shell Stuart for RKO, left here for 
Kaasas City, taking with him Jack 
Hare, formerly at the F-WC Ritz 
here. Hare goes to the Main Street, 
Kansas City, replacing Marvin 
Parks as asst. mgr. there. Parks 
to the Orpheum, Omaha, as man- 
ager, succeeding Cliff Rust, trans- 
ferred to Davenport. 

Joe Freeman replaces Joe Josack, 
Jr., as mgr. at the Fox (F-FW), 
Bakersfield. 

Bill Thomas out as Pantages p.a. 











under F-WC, Joins Par _ studio 
pub. dept. 

George T. Brown has sold the 
Hollway to Ray Peterson and 


George Burke, who also operate 
the New Art, Santa Monica. 
Electric, small Main street grind, 
taken over by L. Levine. 
Sam Kline has taken over the 
Lomita (suburb). He will c'ose 
and reopen it as the Torrence. 





Dallas. 
J. B. Hendon, one of the oldest 
film bookers in southwest, leaves 
Columbia. A. M. Witcher promoted 
to vacancy. 





San Antonio. 

Paschall reopenings to date in- 
clude Abilene (Paramount), Tem- 
ple (Arc.dia and Bell), Brownwood 
(Lyric), Ranger (Arcadia). 

At Dallas, Publix dickering with 
unions for reopening of its No. 2 
deluxer, Melba, dark since June. In 
case of no agreement house will 
likely go to Paschall subsid as a 
split-week operation. 





Grundy Center, Ia. 





W. A. Hawn has leased Rialto, 
remodeled, redecorated, and_ will 
operate, 

Chicago. 


Varsity theatre at Evanston, IIL, 
ritz college suburb, passes to Nor- 
ton and Fecher. Deal closed last 
week. 

Norton and Fecher formerly con- 
trolled the Drexel, Kimbark, Lex- 
ington and Harvard, all sold to 
Warners. 





Guthrie Center, Ia. 
George Schwenneker again in the- 
atre business after being out 18 
months, repurchasing the Garden of 
G. T. and G. R. Allen and will oper- 
ate. 





Easton, Pa. 
State, Wilmer & Vincent house, 
reopened with ‘White Zombie’ after 
being closed for several weeks while 
alterations were made. Vaudeville 
may go into house later in season. 





Akron, O. 

Frank Brill, owner of the Portage 
theatre, sold it to Mrs. O. Muenick, 
who plans improvements and new 
equipment. House will continue 
film policy. 

Lincoln, Dennison, O., has been 
acquired by Robert Maxwell, from 
Jacob Smith; will reopen after reno- 
vation with straight pictures. 

Palace, Marion, O., sold to V. U. 
Young, by Publix, after a varied 
career of pictures, vaudeville and 
musical comedy tab. New policy 
will be straight pictures after alter- 
ations completed. 

S. W. Martin has sold the Star, 
| Upper Sandusky, O., to Leo Jones 
land Carl B. Moore. Straight picture 
policy to continue 

Liberty, Wellsville, O., one of the 
| oldest film houses in the upper Ohio 
| valley, has been sold by George 
| Davis to the newly formed Liberty 
| Amusement Co. 





Musicians Stay in Pits | 
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Bomb Larceny 





Dallas, Sept. 5. 

Cops here nabbed a guy who 
found a new use for tear 
bombs. Tossed three of ‘em 
into the Fox, dime grind, with- 
in a month, and while custom- 
ers scrammed for exits he col- 
lected purses and other what- 
nots left behind. 

Figuring labor trouble, po- 
lice got the other angle when 
one victim reported a _ stolen 
purse. 


Indie’s Unfair Booking 
Charge Will Be Made 
Test Case on Coast 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Charging unfair booking tactics 
by United Artists’ exchange 
through its failure to supply him 
with second run showing of ‘Scar- 
face,’ for which he claims he had 


contracted, Norman Webb, indie ex- 
hibitor, has filed suit for $1,000 in 
Municipal Court. He charges that 
U. A. booked the picture into the 
F-WC Balboa for second run fol- 
lowing a first run at the Manchester, 
his direct opposition. 


Exchange is primed to make a 
test case of the action, contending 
existing zoning agreements preclude 
any possibility of Webb establishing 
his right to the second run of the 
picture. Exhib was at one time a 
statistical clerk at First National 
studios, Burbank, and lately has 
been operating the Broadway Mecca 
and the new Mayfair, both on lower 
Broadway. 


Webb has brought numerous com- 
plaints against exchanges and cir- 
cuits before the Film Board of 
Trade, but has never successfully 
established a case. 


RKO OPENS CINCY 6.0.H. 
AND CLOSES ITS ORPH 


Cincinnati, Sept. 5. 


Grand Opera House, for years an 
Erlanger legit stand and leased this 
season by RKO, opens Saturday (10) 
as a first and second run picture 
site for twice weekly changes. 
House seats 1,550 exclusive of gal- 
lery which will remain closed. 

Erlanger attractions will sandwich 
in with Shubert shows at the local 
Shubert theatre. 

The Orpheum, hilltop second-run, 
under lease to RKO by the Ike 
Martin estate, goes dar’: perman- 
ently Sept. 16. It was taken over 
by RKO about six months ago, 


Le Roy Alexander Now 
Melrose Park Exhib 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 


LeRoy Alexander, former Univer- 
sal exchange manager here, be- 
comes an exhibitor. It’s a _ deal 
whereby he takes over the Melrose 
Park theatre. House is owned by 
S. Buschell of Merrill, Wis.,. and 
agreement engineered by Albert 
Goldman, 

Alexander is instilling new sound 
equipment and expects to open to- 
day (Monday). 


























RECEIVER PETITIONS 

Schedules for the Metro Outdoor 
Advertising Corp. and the Fiegel 
Corp., both of which companies 
went into voluntary bankruptcy two 
weeks ago, have been filed with the 
clerk of the U. 8S. District Court 
in New York. Pair had interlock- 
ing interests and carried on their 
bill board and electric business from 
the same office. 

Both firms have petitions before 
the same court asking for the ap- 
pointment of a receiver. A. E. 
Fiegel has no connection with the 
Fiegel Corp. 


2D NIXON FIRE 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

For the second time in a decade, a 
bad fire swept Nixon’s Grand, large 
uptown theatre. Starting in a pile 
of rubbish in the basement, flames 
worked to the auditorium floor. 
Building was swept by a six alarm 
fire in 1922. 

Grand was operated independent- 
ly last season by the United Chain 
on a vaud-film routine. Had been | 
closed during the summer | 





SR ATIC I ne 


Duals for Syracuse 
Strand on RKO Switch 


Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 5. 
Syracuse's champ ‘off again-on 
again’ deal, through which RKO will 
assume direction of the WB Strand, 

becomes effective this Friday (9). 


Deal marks the withdrawal of 
Warners from Syracuse and the 
passing of the Strand as an A 


house. RKO will install a double 
feature, first run policy there with 
Keith's going split week, playing 
the A product of Radio, Pathe, WB, 
First National and Columbia. A five 
cent advance in the Keith top, now 
35 cents, is announced with another 
boost to follow if vaude is restored. 

William J. Tubbert, of Keith's, 
will supervise the Strand, house 
manager to be installed. 


ALLIED CLAIMS 121 
SPOTS OFF DUAL BILLS 


Detroit, Sept. 5. 

H. M. Richey, of Allied, endeavor- 
ing to eliminate double billing de- 
clares that 121 theatres out of 139 
playdates have agreed to stop the 
evil. 

Those signing have all agreed to 
accept an additional 30 days pro- 
tection penalty if and when they 
double bill, states Richey. 


CLOSE MIAMI 4 
Miami, Sept. 5. 

Rather than attempt to operate 
on a non-union basis, Publix has 
closed four houses in and near here. 
Result of difficulties with operators 
who, Publix contends, repudiated a 
tentative agreement. 

Theatres went dark Wednesday 
(31) and are the Olympia and Rex, 
Miami; Community, Miami Beach, 
and the Rosetta, Little River. 
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WILL REPEAT 
HOUSE FRONTS 


Chains may attempt to obtain 
greater value from house fronts by 
shipping them around to theatres 
which are not far enough away to 
make express costs prohibitive. 

Consideration of plan _ follows 
RKO’s inauguration of the idea in 
a fairly important way. The circuit 
made considerable use of ‘Bring 
‘Em Back Alive’ fronts, having 
shipped animals and paraphernalia 
used in New York to other houses. 

In the past chains have frequent- 
ty used certain material of house 
fronts for more than one engage- 
ment, but it hasn’t been a general 
practice nor have whole displays 
been transferred. Move seems the 
outcome of the recent hobby for ex- 
pansive and expensive lobby decora- 
tion along Broadway. 


TEXAS FIRE ARRESTS 
Dallas, Sept. 5. 

Labor situation in Texas still un- 
settled with another bombing re- 
cently at Borger, oil town. House 
owned by Griffith chain of Okla- 
homa. Dynamite blast demolished 
lobby and projection room. 

At Corsicana cops arrested eight 
men in connection with the burn- 
i.g of the Grand there July 17. All 
facing arson charges. 
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Melrose Park’s New Owner 
Chicago, Sept. 5. 
Melrose Park passes to L. W. 
Alexander in a real estate deal en- 
gtneered by Albert Goldman. House 
is owned by S. Buschel of Merrill, 
Wis. 
Alexander opened the house Sat- 
urday (3) with straight pictures. 
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Indie Book f RKO’S EXTRA ACTS ON | TEMPORARY O.K. | RKQ HAS BUT 15 WEEKS, 

? 
é er $ Hope ul, but Oct. | &M UNITS RKO Agents’ Alternates May Go On IMPORTS PROMISED 20 
TOP Booking Floor 
Arrangements have been made to With less than 15 weeks available 
e uture 0 all e Where booking availability makes | . tong temporary privilegs of the /in straight RKO vaude time, elaine 
t possible, RKO will spot-book extra | RKO booking floor to alternates of | enily, remainder of the RKO book 
acts with F. & M. units rather than | franchised B ay — eg — being taken up by F. & M.,, cir- 
It tes for the floor wan e 
The independent bookers, with the season so far are Lyric, Allentown, | replace vaude entirely. Added talent | *terna vi cuit has its own problem to solve, 
; relieved for a while, to gO ON Vaca-| with the booking office guarant t | 
field chiefly among four leadings of- Pa., eight acts last halves, starting will be booked direct by the RKO tion or otherwise. 20 k , y o y 
“Ligh Sept. 15; Strand, Bayonne, N. J., franchised weeks Given to at least one of 
fices this year, Fally Markus (Amal-| 50°. split yesterday (Monday), | °°. Whenever a franchised agency | the 12 foreign acts which are being ple 
gamated), Arthur Fisher, A. & B.}ang Holyoke, Holyoke, Mass, five| Ths will occur in Kansas City, | wishes to secure temporary priv-|imported. Act is Gracie Schenk and |} tur 
D . : : ° : meee ’ Omaha and elsewhere, but not in/ileges for one of its men not per-/| prother. Report is that others have 
ow and Jack Linder, are riding|on split Sept. 11. such spots at RKO feels the unit |manently permitted on the floor, ar- |} on offered similar long-time work hou 
hard on a hunch the new season The Dows have Broadway, Kin€-|.,ione is sufficient. Supplemental |rangements are to be made through guarantees. ing 
will show a marked increase inj|ston, N. Y., seven on split; Harlem |;,jent will be one, two or three acts,|the A, R. A., the agents’ associa- The 12 acts, in advances mad of 
houses. This is predicated partly|opera house, New York, five ©N/ aenending on policy and budget. tion. immigration bonds ond imneen? ait 
on canvasses of exhibitors and|split; Embassy, Portchester, N. Y., Since taking the F&M shows for Currently temp privileges are in Saas Seki SNe. Rete baniiiore a 
houses so far scheduled or prom-| five last half, all of which started |... Albee, Cincinnati, RKO has de-|force for Bert Wishnew, Harry 0) ge, Tire ge teatBe «-tengren ne o I 
ised to bookers for operation with|vaude yesterday (Labor Day) as cided that it’s good policy to spot | Lang, Jack Davies, Tommy Curran brought oti ts net aan B = vas 
vaude. well as claimed following: Ritz, a ‘name’ along with them. Custom | and Bill Cowan. RKO must maak’ @ @LNEO bene saa boc 
Another development that has| Syracuse, five on split and midnight|}.. peen to use headline acts as the poverument oe onde ve ble 
had the effect of cheering the indie| show Saturdays, Sept. 22; State, supp!emental to F&M in that house. MEGLEY’S SPECIAL Official comment ie that th "ba? ing 
field on the possibilities for 1932-'33| Albany, same policy, Sept. 29; | p00. wills Bros. already played the anes 60 Gthe te te ‘fn fA oan ow 
is the return to the fold of Markus, | Queensboro, Elmhurst, L. L, five on spot, while among those coming in hired ante tries ee 4 © roby I 
who says he has been assured he/| Fridays and Saturdays and five 0n|.. trea Healy and Fred Waring. RKO ACT DOCTORING ne Ha A a Pe eo sane ho 
will have enough houses to make|a Sunday change, Sept. 16; Colo-| 4 .oraing to the RKO booking Peres Aries $250 i eeee 3 va > Psa Cri 
the return worth while. nial, Utica, five split, Sept. 15; the! a... this will be done in other large Rae . weekly a boy 
Markus, however, reflects the} Willis, Bronx, which hasn’t had cities or houses where F&M units _ Macklin Megiey is playing act- pre 
general feeling when he says that |vaud> in three years, five on split|. oo 4, pe played, but will not hold tinker for RKO whenever the book- the 
while exhibitors are talking a lot/| last of September; Port Henry, N. ste ing cffice calls upon him for his - \ sta 
for the 105th St., Cleveland, where . , Love Opening for RKO 
of vaudeville at this time, no one|Y., and Ticonderoga, N. Y., four F&M starts Sept. 17, nor in Madi- services. His is not a permanent —eewsak mes 6 $6, 
will actually know until Oct. 1 what | acts last halves, end of September; |. wig * - appointment, but he’s on call for Mont L vyecees propre Be ] 
the season is going to offer. and a week of two-nighters in New|" ” ; special doctoring or act-advisory|_ gy York. Sent - sleaze bal 
Fisher's additions for the new | Jersey of the Ben Amsterdam chain. jobs as they crop up. as = . ne icy oe “i sul 
—————— —_————. es Latter are Woodbury, Sept. 12, San Diego’s F&M Policy Last week RKO sent Megley to -— e y ° elkeljohn office. att 
Burlington 14th, Bridgetown 16th, Providenes to tock over Chen ane te 
HEADLINING PARAMOUNT a ; , ‘ ; ; MacDonald and to recommend what ; 
: Riverside 19, and Penn’s Grove 21st. ning: RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
PUGLIX THEATRES Road show will be of five acts for — screed ~— : oe he saw fit. In Bobby Connolly’s (Week Sept. 10), Keith's, Boston 
JACK -davers. os Angeles, sept. & absence he also worked on the Kate 
poche dag dsin : With a weekly three-day stage| smith ‘Swanee’ show when it was THE GENIAL ROTUND 
Linder’s first new additions for show policy being adopted at the produced for the Palace 
amm'|the season were Rialto, Pough-| pox San Diego, Sept. 22, Loew’s . 
keepsie, five acts two days, Satur-| state here will shift from Friday . 
and day (3); Rex, Rutherford, N. J., five|t ‘Thursday openings, effective RKO Offers Heidt 12 
acts, two days, same date; and the/sept. 16. Change enables the | 
FRANK Washington, New York, six acts/m@M units to open Fridays in the Weeks at Golden Gate 
with four splits on week, which| porder city, where no regular stage Los Angeles, Sept. 5. a 
started Friday (2). policy has been in effect for past] RKO is chatting with Horace CHERI 
Among those coming in for Lin-j| year. ‘Sally’ likely will be the first | Heidt about a new contract for the “Miss Pert of Paris” 
Boffalo Theatre, Boffalo der are Apollo, Beacon, N. Y., five} billing. Golden Gate, San Francisco. TOMA GENARO 
This Week (Sept. 3) acts, three days a week, Sept. 10; Temporary closing of the Pan- Heidt’s band would stay there 12 Bouth America’s Newest Dancer j 
Dir: WM. MORRIS New, Peekskill five acts, two days, | tages here is set for Sept. 14, with | weeks under the agreement, but the |}... . 5, etd agh Se pin | 
Sept. 17; Music Hall, Tarrytown, | house remaining dark pending set- | boys are also contemplating a New P we H sDGES eee tio 
five acts, two days, Sept. 16; Burke,|up of a new policy. F&M shows! york show offer. “Oklahoma's Ambassador” da 
| } New York, five acts on Sundays, | will be dropped. ENGLAND ONG to 
Sept. 18; Temple, Geneva; Lock- JACKSON, HILLSTREET M. C. eT a. for 
port, Lockport, and Cortland, Cort-| ° Los Angeles, Sept. 5. “The Voice with a Heart” de: 
land, N. Y., all to play road show] with Fred Norman, around two and/| when the Hillstreet reopens Sept. GILBERT LAWRENCE Sp 
of five acts, Geneva for three days,|a half weeks of Canadian time in 15, with vaud film, Bobby Jackson and His Snake Hips bo 
; other houses for two. Montreal and Quebec City, playing goce in On ea? And the ] 
Loew Theatres Now Linder has also completed an ot a four-act road show. Road show Scven acts weekly with Bern RICH RHYTHM BAND po 
rangement to book in association | opened a week ago in Montreal. Bernard booking locally. (Direction of Blonde)) & Mack) an 
| sin 
wa 
; LONDON’S BIGGEST SENSATION OF THE CENTURY i oe 
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bo 
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DANZI GOODELL, NORA WILLIAMS " 
+ J tre 
lar 
Ce | AMD bes Sth: BAM) ) ni 
==, | General Theatre} “= LONDON PAVILION. . 
oussan | oem ; : foovsone HSE | moan Te or wae. ue ag 
fg Corporation Limited ren the 
ae ey — = — ae PO ay oor CEMRARO 8078-8 
cone, Adminiovrative Offices: — PICCADILLY CIRCUS, | B 
Your Ref‘ a : /) & warcTes. 
— Holborn Exoypusio free. Sao LONDON, W. 4. 
¢ me. ‘ 99 eo eneee,  D&Ve Apollen Esq. 18th august 1932. 
9th h T he P eople, Sunday, “Gomeomann London Pavilion: Wel. 1 
1982 DO, Te, WCF, ennesute 
July 17, 1932 Sone _ 
B.Foster, Kaq., By dear Dave, 1} thi 
oester e an 
Thie 1 t & little not 
cote aoe, HANNEN SWAFFER i, oe te ats, a * sugse ape 3s sae } s 
e las ree weeks at the London Pavilion. the 
His success at the Palladium . 
; ; I can unhesi tating) thet 4 . 
wor Seen Syptany during the last two weeks has been opinion you beve been the beat a¥traation that has an 
COME ; ever come over from ite the | 
~— neve ame & sad greater than that of any vaudeville speeeee teres hot weather which as ties enoteseuste i aft 
4 .. n ee ae “4 oa oughout your stay here, our busi h ha ' mé 
i extn eeck Ciely 18the Ieee ee artist who has come from America think beaten the business of any other Theatre 1m, Sn 
Kupire, london. for many years. Lomion, and this I attribute mainly to you. i} res 
: spol ‘P ' hia e ; I want you to know that we shall always | th 
has orpil ca ta tn Mamet Ste et the Stee A : wich be rie of course, famous pa ae you back to the London Pavilion at any time i 
Pelledium ever pagisterel en Americen artiste. American acts in the past—Gene ope it will be very soon. i} on 
Br. George Beth 10 veey Seligntet witb the way in Stratton, for instance, and R. G. the future, “Y *imeest Feeards and dest wisyes for rs 
Knowles—but they built up their ; i 
Yours feithfuliy, reputation here gradually. Apollon Sowwe Wosy ahnenesig, | 
poe. XK CORPORATION LTVTTED made his in a night. . Z | Pe 
A 1 an 
{ 4 
i Se .  e UJ 
BOOKED TO PLAY FOR THE FOLLOWING MANAGEMENTS: : 
. . 
he 
GENERAL THEATRES, LONDON PAVILION, PARAMOUNT-ASTORIAS th 
and GAUMONT BRITISH CIRCUIT ~ 
’ 2 m4 . = e 4 bd e e ‘ a 
Best Regards to All My Friends in America, and My Sincerest Thanks to the Entire English Profession for the Wonderfu! i th 
Treatmer:t They Are Extending Me During My Stay in England an 
s | ; ; : ‘ ut 

Personal Representative: BERNARD BURKE, Curtis-Allen Office European Representatives: WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE, FORSTERS AGENCY a 
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KNX Radio Act Grosses $39,110 
In 39 Picture Houses m N.W. 











Hollywood, Sept. & 
Arizona Wranglers, cowboy war- 
plers regularly on radio KNX, re- 
turned here after playing 39 picture 
houses dates in Oregon and Wash- 
ington, to a gross of $39,110. Titles 
of films with which the act played 


are not given. 

Feature of the extended radio in- 
vasion into vaude is that no regular 
booking office would give the war- 
blers a tumble, and that the book- 
ing was done by a small theatre 
owner, F. M. Crabill, of Eugene, Ore. 

Playing on a 50-50 split with the 
house, 50% was divided between 
Crabill and KNX, to whom the cow- 
boys are under contract. Idea of the 
profit take was that after paying 
the act’s regular salary the radio 
station pockets between $5,000 and 
$6,000 for its end. 

Plugged over the air and heavily 
ballyhooed in the small towns, re- 
sult was that in many spots new 
attendance records were set. 


RKO CAUTIOUS 
BECAUSE OF 
OPPOSISH 


As a precaution for the opposi- 
tion, RKO is holding back definite 


dates on acts for its houses, hoping 
to slide into engagements too late 
for local competitors to lay plans 
designed to take the edge off any 
special material oor headliners 
booked. 

Policy follows a series of disap- 
pointments on booking, which be- 
coming known in advance, has given 
the opposition a chance to frame 
similar shows or prepare in other 
Ways against a steal of the whole 
town’s or section’s draw. 

Even with agents and artists, the 
booking office is stalling on actual 
dates though okaying or promising 
s0 many weeks of time. 


BUILD MARCUS SHOW 
FOR $2 TOUR SOUTH 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

After completing seven weeks of 
RKO bookings the A. B. Marcus 
troupe, ‘La Vie Paree,’ will be en- 
larged and will tour southern ter- 
ritory at $2 top. 

Ned Alvord will continue to press 
agent instead of going ahead of 
the Jessel-Talmadge unit. 


Burns and Allen Off 
On 2d Yr. for Publix 


Burns and Allen have signed a 
new 40-week contract with Publix 
through the William Morris agency, 
and are currently playing at the 
Chicago, Chi, on the first lap of 
their second year with the circuit. 

The radio team cut their Par- 
amount, N. Y., stay short last week 
after the first show Thursday to 
make the train for the Chi date. 
Snyder and Lyons subbed for the 
rest of the day, that team hopping 
thence to Boston for Publix. 

Burns and Alien’s last Publix fig- 
ure was $1,250. They received an 
increase on the new term. 




















Chicago, Sept. 5. 
Burns and Allen have been given 
two additional weeks by Balaban 
and Katz. 
After their current week at the 
Chicago they play the Tivoli and 
Uptown. 





Marshall’s Forced Landing 
Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Everett Marshall, one of the three 
headliners this week at the Chicago 
theatre, missed the first two per- 
formances Friday. He was travel- 
ing by plane and delayed through 
a forced landing. He arrived for 
the night performance. Lee Sims 
and Ilomay Bailey, from NBC, were 
utilized as pinch hitters. 

Marshall played the RKO Palace 
bere four weeks ago. 


DeBondy Back on RKO 
Floor; With Fitzpatrick 


Eddie Garr Flies to L. A. 

* . 
For Opening at Chinese 
Engagement of Eddie Garr, im- 
personator, at the Albee, Brooklyn, 
where he opened Saturday (3) is 
being cut short to enable him to ac- 
cept a five weeks’ contract to ap- 
pear at Grauman’s Chinese, Holly- 
wood, in connection with run of 
‘Rain,’ opening Friday (9). Garr 
winds up at Albee today (Tuesday), 
flying to the Coast. 


EE — — 


Fred DeBondy is back with the 
Thomas J. Fitzpatrick office as an 
alternate agent, with privileges of 
the RKO floor arranged for him. He 
was imong associates dropped when 
the agency pruning was put through 
by Martin Beck. 

DeBondy had only been back as 
an associate agent a couple of 
months, having been one of the 
RKO special field representatives. 


Charity-Bally Brings 
Vode Back to Hartford 
For Ist Time in 25 Yrs. 


Hartford, Conn., Sept. 5. 

Capitol, an Arthur house, staged 
one of the most outstanding pub- 
licity stunts in Connecticut when it 
secured Mayor William J. Rankin to 
act as m ec. at its Sunday after- 
noon and evening performances. 
The stunt was accomplished by 
Samuel J. Maurice, recently ap- 
pointed city manager. 

Capitol management announced 
that 12 furnished apartments in an 
adjoining building will be contrib- 
uted to the city charity department 
and devoted to unemployed families. 

Two stage shows will be presented 
each Sunday and part of the pro- 
ceeds will be devoted to city 
charity. The mayor in a public an- 
nouncement expressed his thanks 
and willingness to co-operate with 
the theatre as long as the stunt will 
be of some assistance to the local 
charity fund. Front page publicity 
for days resulted and with the in- 
auguration of the new vaudeville 
policy starting Friday of this week, 
the Arthur theatres in this city are 
assured of more than the average 
business. 

The semi-charity policy brings 
vaudeville to Hartford on Sunday 
nights for the first time in more 
than 25 years. 


PAY AS MUCH FOR RADIO 
ACT AS HOUSE GROSSES 


Baltimore, Sept. 6. 
Going on the nut for as much as 
his ordinary weekly gross, Izzy 
Rappaport is bringing into his indie 

















vaude Hippodrome, Kate Smith and 
the Swanee Revue, at a price re- 
ported around $10,000. Average 
weekly take at this house is $8,500. 

Indie date for Miss Smith will 
mean five shows daily except Sun- 
day, when only four will be in or- 
der, due to the 2 p. m. start of this 
Sabbath-observing burg. 

CBS warbler and show comes in 
for the anniversary week. Revue 
plays intact as it showed at the 
N. Y¥. Palace, and will be so adver- 
tised. Nat Brusiloff orchestra, Jack 
Miller, June and Cherry Preisser, 
plus Miss Smith, is the roll-call. 





Linder’s $100,000 Claim 
On Hudson Showboat Idea 


Jack Linder has instructed his 
attorney to prepare suit against the 
Hudson River Day Line, New York, 
for $100,000, claiming the company 
plagiarized his idea in operation of 
the ‘Showboat on Hudson’ thing. 

Linder alleges that in May, 1929, 
he approached William Olcott, pres- , 
ident of the Day Line, on the idea 
that was only lately carried out 
by Olcott, but after going over the 
entire plan he was told it would 
cost $175,000 for a surety bond on 
the ship to insure that liquor 
wouldn't be sold on it, 

At that time it was dropped by 
the vaudeville booker for that rea- 
son, claim by Linder now being that 
Olcott has gone ahead on his own 
with the very idea he (Linder) pro- 
posed. 








MOLLY’S 4 LOEW WKS. gan will top the stage show at the Frank Montgomery and his Para- 
Loew, through Harry Lenetska| RKO Golden Gate, Frisco, week of |dise Revue, eolored, whieh has 
and the William Morris agency, has | Sept. 9. Following week the stage been appearing at the Paradise 
closed with Molly Picon to open for | feature will be the Olympic Prize} ¢lub, Atiantic City, all summer, is 
four weeks at the Capitol, N. y.,| Winners (canine act) from the Sid | coming into yvaude for RKO, booked 
at $2,500, commencing Oct. 14. Miss|Grauman prolog for ‘Strange Inter-| by I. R. Saruels First date is 
Picon is now in Buenos Aires. | lude.’ Trenton, N. J., Saturday (10). 

Loew has an cption for 19 more| Act plays here at the Hillstreet RKO will add two aets to the 
weeks after the initia] four. iSept. 23, floor show whenever playing it. ] 
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He is also dickering with Warner 


Bros. for a part in a feature he may 
do on top of the Chinese stage date. 


MILDRED BAILEY ON 





TRYOUT FOR $2,500 


Mildred Bailey’s going with 
Loew for two weeks at $2,500, with 





options for 24 more weeks, and has 


a radio commercial impending at 
$2,000 a week. She was getting 
$950 before settling her contract 
with NBC and Paul Whiteman. It 
was Whiteman releasing the singer 
which made possible the new deals. 
Miss Bailey opened this week at 
Loew’s Valencia, Jamaica, N. Y., as 
a break-in, going to Jersey City by 
which time the 24-week option will 
have to be exercised or dropped. 
While Miss Bailey and Whiteman 
had their differences through the 
songstress wanting to step out for 
herself, Whiteman had her tied up 
exclusively, if he so elected, until 
next spring. He didn’t actually em- 
ploy her as NBC held the contract 
but with the proviso she was to 
work for Whiteman exclusively. 
Sole provision in the release is 
that Miss Bailey must not perform 
with any other name orchestra, to 
which she concurs, as the intention 
is to do a single in vaude and pic- 
ture houses. 
Miss Bailey was practically set 
with Publix, but rejected the $2,000 
salary in favor of $2,500 from Loew. 


Flock of Loew time has been lined 
up for the Duke Ellington unit. 
Band swings out on the circuit Sept. 
16 with Pittsburgh the first stand. 
Circuit’s Baltimore house follows 
Sept. 23, with Ellington booked into 
the Capitol, N. Y., Sept. 23, ete. 

To take care of the Ellington 
frame Loew has switched the Cab 
Calloway Cotton Club unit from 
the Capitol to the Paradise for Sept. 
23. 








Chicago, Sept. 5. 
Duke Ellington’s orchestra plays 
the Oriental Sept. 9. It will be the 
sixth repeat for the colored band, 
one less than Ted Lewis. 
Ellington also holds the second 
highest gross record of the house. 





Show Must Go On, Dog 
Act Doesn’t Care—Walks 


Cleveland, Sept. 5. 
Lobo IY, Clarence Moore’s per- 


forming German police dog, did a 
walk-out on its trainer and missed 
three shows at Keith’s 105th St. be- 
fore a pickaninny found him in a 
yard about a block away from the 
theatre. 


Call of the wild was too much 


for the canine mugger who, oblivi- 
ous of traditions that the show must 
go on, 
stage just before the first matinee. 


disappearead from  back- 


Frantic trainer thought that the 


dog, said to be insured for $25,000, 
had been kidnapped and was being 
held for ransom. Three searching 
posses were organized. All the cops 
in town joined in the search. Even 
Silver King, 
dog was brought in to track down 
the missing canire but as a blood- 


another stage police 


1ound Silver King proved to be a 


good acrobat, 


Lobo, formerly in Horace Heidt’s 


band act, was finally discovered by 
a Negro boy, 
drew 
form a parade. 
after having his fling that his eve- 
ning performance was cancelled. 
Meehan and Newman, local] talent, 
pinch-hitted. 


who notified cops, 
rubber-neckers' to 
Dog was so nervous 


enough 


DUNN-MORGAN TOP BILL 
Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Josephine Dunn and Gene Mor- 
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NBC's $61,300 Bookings 
In 3 Wks.; More Than RKO in 3 Mos. 


with Loe 





a 


Winter Back to Legit; 


Crawford for ‘Irene’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Katherine Crawford is replacing 
Dale Winter in title part of F&M’'s 
‘Irene’ at Portland, Ore., Sept. 17, 
with the laiter retiring from the 
tab unit to resume acting for her 
Miss Craw- 


husband, Henry Duffy. 
ford played in ‘Flying High’ for 
MGM. 


George Dobbs replaces Walter 
Reagan in the ‘Irene’ juve part. 


Lauder’s 25th Tour 
Includes 135 Towns 
And 3 Nites in N. Y. 


When Sir Harry Lauder com- 
mences his 25th American tour in 
Montreal at His Majesty's theatre, 
Oct. 7-8, it will not only be his 
steenth ‘farewell tour,’ but one of 
the longest trips the Scot has un- 
dertaken. Itinerary includes 135 
towns which, while not a record, is 
near it. Lauder will play 44 new 
stands never before touched by him. 

Lauder sails from London Sept. 
24 for Montreal arriving there Oct. 
2. His support troupe will be as- 
sembled in New York this week by 
William Morris, Sr. It will include 
a semi-name orchestra and six acts. 

Willard Coxey will be in advance 
three weeks and William Snyder 
will be the second advance man, 
ahead 10 days. Snyder was for 
years ahead of the late John Philip 
Sousa. Wagner will be behind, per 
usual, as g.m. 

Three day limit for New York is 
new and because experience has 
shown that the Scots don’t turn out 
the early part of the week, but later 
it usually means they have to put 
chairs on the platform to accom- 
modate the overflow. Hence, by 
crowding the same gross into three 
days, Morris office figures it will 
get all possible as if in a full week. 
The Manhattan date, in April, will 
wind up the Lauder tour. 


RKO’S 20 WEEKS FOR 
PEACHES BROWNING 


A 20 weeks’ option on Peaches 
Browning, as a single, has been ex- 
ercised by RKO, It starts after the 
current engagement in Rochester, 
which was preceded by Albany; 
Academy, New York, and Prospect, 
Brooklyn. Miss Browning’s single 
has an advance man working ahead. 

Sam Shannon brought the former 
Peaches Heenan back to vaude and 
booked her with RKO. 


Texas’ Gals Under Wraps 
Following Cops’ Squawk 

















On the three weeks it has been 
doing business with the Loew cir- 
cuit the NBC Artists’ Service has 
taken in $61,300 from that source 
alone. Tally rates as considerably 
more than the network has obtained 
in stage bookings from its own af- 
filiated, RKO, in the past three 
months. The Loew coin was de- 
rived from the sale of only five acts. 

Of the quintet the Canada Dry 
unit, taking in the George Olsen 
combo, Jack Benny and Ethel 
Shutta, leads the credit side of the 
ledger with a total of $24,000 for 
three weeks of appearances. Next 
in line is Buddy Rogers with $19,- 
000 for four weeks, and following 
him is Russ Columbo who brought 
in $12,000 on a three-week contract. 
Balance of the money was obtained 
through bookings of the Pickens 
Sisters, Harriet Lee and Her Lead- 
ers, and Mildred Bailey. 


MOTOR CRASH 
FATAL TO 
BERGERS 


An auto accident killed the seven- 
year-old daughter of Willie Berger 
outright and sent Mr. and Mrs. Ber- 
ger to the hospital, where the vaude- 
ville booker succumbed two days 
later on the operating table. Acci- 
dent took place Thursday afternoon 
(1) near Newcastle, Pa., when the 
Berger auto left the road, turning 
over. 

Berger and his wife both suf- 
fered some nasty bone breaks, 
It was these bone breaks that 
caused gangrene to set in when de- 
lay in setting them was necessi- 
tated by the severe burns. On Sat- 
urday it was decided to set the 
ankle regardless of the extreme 
pains. He died under the anaes- 
thetic on the operating table. 

Berger, formerly an RKO booker, 
was on his way back to New York 
from Chicago, 

The Berger daughter was by his 
first wife, Dottie Gerber of the for- 
mer Gerber sisters. The present 
Mrs. Berger is non-pro. 

Against the advice of friends in 
Chicago they were traveling under 
a ‘share expense’ arrangement with 
strangers. The chauffeur of the 
fatal car and the Bergers’ nurse 
were also badly injured. 

At the Jamison Memorial hospital 
in Newcastle Mrs. Berger is still in 
a serious condition, but has an even 
chance to live. 

Funeral services for both Berger 
and his child will be heid in 
Chicago. 











Albany, N. Y., Sept. 5. 

The hook was thrown in the last 
night performance of the Texas 
Guinan show at the Palace here 
last week when two detectives sat 
in front row seats to see that the 
nite club act preserved proper de- 
corum and wore sufficient clothes. 
As a result many of the features of 
the show, including the fan dance 
and the joke, ‘It isn’t the humidity; 
it’s the nudity,’ were cut out. 

A woman who witnessed the show 
complained, and the police notified 
the management that unless the 
girls wore more clothes the show 
would be stopped. 


SWOR-SEDANO TEAM 


Mabelle Swor, who danced with 
Charles Sabin last winter, is teamed 
with Sedano, last of Elizabeth Mor- 
gan and Sedano. Miss Morgan was 
last on the Coast in the Mark Hop- 
kins hotel, ’Frisco, dancing with 
Charles Columbus under the Mor- 
gan-Sedano billing. 

Swor-Sedano team goes into the 
Paramount, N. Y., week after next, 
and may land in the Centrai Park 
Casino for the fall. 


RKO TAKES COLORED REVUE 











RKO’S 3 COAST WEEKS 
A ‘CAREER’ FOR ACTS 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
With the RKO Hillstreet here 
and the Orpheum in San Francisco 
returning to vaude next week, and 
offering acts three weeks, Warners 
Downtown is having a tough time 
getting names. Last week, house 
cut its bill from seven to five acts, 
ang switched to a double bill policy. 
Five acts are delivered on the stage 
for $650 by the Bert Levey office. 
Acts formerly willing to take the 
one week are now concentrating on 
getting the RKO three weeks, 
which is a career for variety people 
out bere. 








Frisco Spot to Snyder 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Billy Snyder will m.c. at the Or- 
pheum, ’Frisco, when the house re- 
opens Sept. 14, with coast vaude and 


pictures. 
Has been mc Jing for F-WC and 
Warners locally for past two years, 


L. A. Par’s Names 
Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Fifi D’'Orsay has been booked by 
Paramount for the week of the 15th. 
Bing Crosby will be the big at- 
traction the following week. 
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NEWARK GETS NO 


VARIETY 


VAUDE UNTIL WINTER 





Newark, Sept. 5. 
Despite stories to the contrary, 
Labor Day passed without negotia- 
tions taking place between the mu- 
@icians and theatres. No meeting, 
no conference, no proposal and no 
suggestion made by either side. 

Result is no vaudeville in Newark. 
In view of the temper exhibited by 
both sides, both plainly playing a 
waiting game, common impression 
is that it will be nearly winter be- 
fore vaude returns. 

Several managers express them- 
selves pleased with the situation as 
they maintain that vaude was rarely 
worth its cost and was shown mere- 
ly because other houses used it. 





Harris Reopening House 
, With Girl Tabs-Pictures 


San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Sam Harris, formerly of Acker- 
man and Harris, is reopening the 
President, Sept. 15, with a policy 
of girl tabs and pictures. 

Associated with him are his son, 
Herbert, and Ella Weston, former 
A & H vaude booker here. Neil 
Harding is staging. 





Seven New F-M Acts 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
New talent booked by Fanchon 
& Marco, but not yet assigned to 
units, includes: 
Sanna and Loomis, Dick Hender- 
son, Bil and Bil, Pall Mall, Stetson, 
the Nine Allisons and the Elliotts. 





2-A-DAY IN READING, PA. 

ps Mahonoy City, Pa., Sept. 5. 

Because of the resignation of C. 
G. Keeney, who has become lessee- 
manager of the Park, Reading, Pa., 
J. K. Kreamer has become manager 
of the Victoria here, a Chamberlain 
chain theatre, effective at once. 

Keeney, who returned to his for- 
mer home in Reading, will present 
two-a-day vaudeville, with film ex- 
tras, in the Park, of which he was 
manager until last year. 











Dear Readers of “Variety”: 

Satisfying my own curiosity l 
deliberately overlooked placing 
an ad in “Variety” during the 
last week’s engagement at the 
RKO Palace in New York. 

This is what they said about 
me: 





It’s Vic Oliver, in fifth, and 
Alex. Hyde, closing, who far 
outdistance the air warbler 
on applause. 

Oliver seemed in finest fet- 
tle. He tied up the works 
cold after building evenly to 
a high point of satisfaction. 
It’s Oliver himself through- 
out, with his instrumental 
work, clowning and gagging 
that digs a deep furrow of 
favor Jl along, but it’s the 
gags that go with the violin 
double for the walkaway that 
precipitates the heavy mitt. 











* 
Now I am convinced that 1! 


am a sap for paying for this 
copy. 


VIC OLIVER 


The many reasons for my success: 
1..My halt pint stooge 


MARGOT CRANGLE 


2..My agent and gag writer 


PHIL OFFIN 
3..My pal on the outside 
AL GROSSMAN 
4..My European Sponsor 
JENIE JACOBS 


5..My act 











DeVITO ano DENNY 


And DOT STEVENS 


Calling RYAN & NOBLETTE 
“Are You Still Playing Golf?” 


5 Acts, Full Wk., When 
RKO will reopen Youngstown, O., 
with vaude probably on Sept. 17. 
While it has variously been a full 
and a split week, RKO proposes re- 
opening on a full week basis, using 
five acts. 


ORPH, S. F., 6 ACTS, 1ST 
RUN, 40c TOP, SEPT. 20 








San Francisco, Sept. 5. 
RKO is planning to reopen the 
Orpheum, possibly about Sept. 20, 


as a Class B house with six acts 
of vaude and a picture at 40c top. 

Cliff Work and J. J. Franklin are 
negotiating with unions for a deal, 
upon outeome of which depends the 
opening. 

House has been dark for past 
three months except for two weeks 
of ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive.’ Forty 
cent top would make the Orph 
lowest priced first run house in 
town. 











Eastern-Produced F&M 
Units for Arthur’s Time 


Fanchon & Marco units on the 
regular cross-country route will 
alternate with eastern-produced 
shows in the New England territory. 

Four weeks from Harry Arthur 
(Springfield, Worcester, Hartford 
and Bridgeport) start with F&M 
Sept. 9 or 16, but during this month 
F&M will put out three new units 
in New York. 





F&M Into Fisher, Det. 


Detroit, Sept. 5. 
With stage shows out of the Fox 
here due to labor troubles, the F&M 
units are now being used at the 
Fisher. 
F&M gets no billing either on 
newspaper ads or in the theatre. 





Columbo’s Loew Trio 


. Russ Columbo is set to play three 
weeks for Loew. 

Comes in off western tour to open 
at the Paradise in the Bronx Sept. 
9; the Metropolitan, Brooklyn, the 
next week, and follows with the Va- 
lencia, Jamaica. 





SHANE’S PORTLAND JUMP 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Max Shane, gen. press rep. for 
Fanchon & Marco, has jumped to 
Portland, Ore., to assist in staging 
a heavy exploitation campaign for 
‘Follow Thru’ unit, opening there 
at the Fox Sept. 8. 

Joe Penner and Olive Olsen head 
unit. 





JEFF DAVIS’ BOSTON AGENCY 


Jeff Davis, among those dropped 
by RKO in readjustment of the 
RKO franchise group, has set up as 
an agency in Boston. 

He will represent some of the N. 
Y. agents in New England on any 
of their acts going into that terri- 
tory or wanting booking there. 





Shriners Get Back House 
Reading, Pa., Sept. 5. 

Wilmer & Vincent's 10-year lease 
of the Rajah theatre expires Sept. 1., 
and has not been renewed. 

The Shriners will manage the the- 
atre themselves, probably presenting 
road shows and vaudeville, and ex- 
pect to install new’ sound equip- 
ment, 





F. & M. Vaudeless in N. Y. 
Fanchon & Marco's New York 
booking office has gone vaudeless 
with elimination of acts at the Cro- 
tona, in the Bronx. 
House last week 
to straight 
summer. 


shifted quietly 
pictures after tough 





Louisville Now Full Week 
Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Rialto, Louisville, becomes a full 
week stand for the regular season 
starting this week. Over the sum- 
mer it ran as a split. 

Dick Hoffman booking from Chi- 
cago RKO office. 





Levey’s New Offices 
Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Bert Levey vaude booking offices 
moved Sept. 1, from the Alcazar to 
the Golden Gate building, 'Frisco. 
John Dahlinger remains in charge, 
with Levey making weekly trips 














north, 


RKO, Youngstown, Opens 


connection with films. 


of the Colonial, 
i 


vc.ude- film. 


¥eED EMSERE 


Labor Scales 
Delay Par, WB 





Publix and Warner Bros. notably 
are not scheduling dates on re- 
sumption of stage shows or their 
inclusion this year where not played 
last, due mostly to negotiations with 
labor unions at this time. Conces- 
sions must be made with stage 
hands and musicians before deci- 
sion can be reached as to whether 
and when stage shows will be used. 

Fanchon & Marco is awaiting 
word when its shows go back in 
Warner and Publix houses for 
which contracts are held. Promise 
that Warners will be ready to re- 
sume units in Pittsburgh around 
Oct. 1 seem to be the must definite 
word all around for F&M from 
chains other than RKO. 

Warners plan reopening’ the 

Mastbaum, Philadelphia, with stage 
shows as well as others, but no de- 
cision yet on dates. 
Reopening of houses also being 
held up include such de luxers as 
Publix’s Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
and Paramount, Toledo, until settle- 
ment with the unions is made. 


F. & S. STAGE SHOWS IN 
AKRON OPPOSED TO RKO 


Akron, O., Sept. 5. 
Colonial, Fieber & Shea controlled 
first run straight film house, re- 
opened two weeks ago, after being 
dark all summer, and switched sud- 
denly this week to stage shows, in 
Curley Burns 
musical comedy company, which 
closed seven weeks at Civic Play- 
house this week, comes in for one 
week only. Frank King, manager 
intimated stage 
policy would be continued indef- 
initely. House is opposition to RKO 
Palace, which soon will revive 











RKO Club Dept. Books 
So. Dakota Corn Palace 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Corn Palace at Mitchell, South 
Dakota, one of the biggest rural 
events of the year will be booked 
this season by Tom Powell of the 
Chicago RKO club’ department. 
Last season M.C.A. had the date 
and the year before the William 
Morris office. 

A dance orchestra plus nine acts 
of vaudeville will play the week of 
Sept. 26-Oct. 2. Now being booked. 
Powell has also set the annual 
Fireman's Benefit in Cincinnati to 
take nine acts for four days, start- 
ing Nov. 3. 





Stage Policies’ 


Coast to Midwest Hop 
By F-M Unit for Set-In 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


F&M's ‘Hollywood Comedians’ 
unit, featuring Teddy Joyce, Ben 
Turpin, Snub Pollard and Walter 





Hiers, is being jumped from here 
to Milwaukee, to open at the Wis- 
consin Sept. 9. 

Biil Riley will pilot the unit. 


5 ACT SHOWS FOR 
3 RKO’S IN TEXAS 


Dallas, Sept. 5. 

With satisfactory labor contracts 
arranged, RKO’'s three Texas acers 
return to vaude this month. Open- 
ing dates are Dallas, Sept. 16; 
San Antonio, 23, and Houston, 30. 
Acts will jump from Houston to 
New Orleans, 
Present set upcalles for five in- 
stead of two-four act shows with 
all three houses’ shifting from 
Thursday to Friday openings. 











RKO Agents’ Ass’n’s Dues 
Depends on Conditions 


The Artists’ Representatives As- 
sociation will wait until it sees 
what conditions are going to be this 
season in vaude before reaching & 
decision as to what. dues in the or- 
ganization will be. A. R. A. officials 
feel that it will be fairer to levy 
dues in accordance with business 
possibilities than to set on a figure 
now which might be entirely out of 
line. 
Originally, plan was to charge $5 
a month or $60 yearly as dues. That 
was in May, when the A. R. A. was 
organized, but after payment of $25 
initiation by all agent members, a 
moratorium on regular dues at the 
$5 a month figure was declared. 
Initiation fees were refunded to 
some agents at the time of the last 
trimming of the franchise list, since 
the association functions only for 
agents and associates who have the 
privileges of the RKO floor. There 
are some 30-odd offices now fran- 
chised, 





RKO’s Commish Suit 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
RKO booking office here filed suit 
in Municipal court against Mildred 
F. Kellow and Edith B. Farrington, 
administratrices of the estate of W. 
G. Kellow, and Dana Hayes for $145 
in booking fees. 
Kellow and Hayes operated the 
Garfield, Alhambra, Calif., and 
agreed to deduct 5% from the sal- 
aries of all acts booked in by RKO 
but failed to do so according to the 
complaint, 
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BARRAGE FOR CLEVE 


Cleveland, Sept. § 





Indications are that Cleveland will 
be the next spot receiving concen 
trated stage attention from the 


Loew circuit. Locally that amountg 
to a tossing of the gauntlet to RKO 
Loew is reported preparing te 
send the same extravagant bills it 
has been playing at the Capitol, 
New York, into the State here, 

On the other side of the fence are 
prospective RKO headliners for the 
local Palace which include Norma 
Talmadge and George Jessel, Thurs. 
ton, and ‘Rhapsody in Black’ (tab), 

It can develop into a stage battle 
the like of which this town has not 
yet seen. 


ee 


‘Hotel’ Disarranges 
Cap’s Stage Bookings 


Because of ‘Grand Hotel the 
Capitol, N. Y. is jazzed up on its 
stage show routings. The ‘Hote, 
grind run is a sure two weeks, may- 
be longer, hence the stage acts for 
the Cap presentations are being 
booked on an open date basis. 

‘Hotel’ is slated to follow ‘Blondie 
of the Follies’ current, which igs 
holding over with a $20,000 stage 
show. Brings ‘Hotel’ in Sept. 15, 





Cincy’s 2 Big Weeks 


RKO is planning to set aside F&M 
units at the Albee, Cincinnati, for 
two different weeks later on. F&M 
okays the arrangement. 

Circuit wants to play ‘Rio Rita,’ 
musical tab, one week, and Olsen 
and Johnson a week later. Dates 
have not yet been worked out. 





| 








Authorized RKO Artists’ 
Representatives and 
Officially Franchised 

Agents and Associates 


SAMUEL BAERWITZ 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Tel. Bryant 9-4614-5 


M. S. BENTHAM 
and JACK WEINER 


Palace Theatre Building, Now York 
HARRY LANG, FRANK MUFSON 
PAUL DURAND, DENNIS DuFOR 


~ BLONDELL & MACK 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK 





























RESUMES WITH VAUDE 
Philadelphia, Sept. 5. 
Fay’s theatre, large independent 
vaude spot in West Philadelphia, 
opens today (Monday) with vaude- 
ville talent. House will be managed, 





GUS EDWARDS 


PRODUCER 
(Star Maker) 
Suite 140-42 
ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK 





as in the past, by C. C. Spink. 
Pictures will be second run. 
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BRyant 9-7800 








MARVIN H. 





Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General éxecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


iG60 WEST 46"ST- 
NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
reece 





BOOKING MANAGER 











JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway 
NEW YORK 














~ EDWARD S. KELLER 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


CHARLES S. WILSHIN 
Affiliated Member, 
Bert Wishnew, Associate 
Tel. BRyant 9-4648 











~ CHARLES MORRISON 


1560 Broadway, New York ! 
LARRY PUCK, Associate 
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JAMES E. PLUNKETT | 


SAM TISHMAN 
MAX TISHMAN, General Manager 
THOMAS CURRAN, Associate 
564 B’way, New York. Phone Br. 9-6571 














LEE P. STEWART 
and EDWARD RILEY 


Vaudeville—Radio—Pictures 
904 Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
BRyant 9-0551 











Harry Weber-Simon Agency 


Suite 502 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 








and Equitable Bldg., Hollywood, Calif. 








SCHENCK 





RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Cracking Back at DE VITO and 
DENNY and DOT STEVENS 


“We Don't Play Golf, but we can't 
give it up” 














LOEW READYING STAGg 
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Tom, with Radio 


Sound Effects, 


By WCFL Players as Presentation 


Milwaukee, Sept. 3. 


Milwaukee theatre audiences had 
their first view of the modus ope- 
randi of an air theatre when the 
players from WCFL, Chicago, put 
in a day at the Garfield, Fox nabe, 
to show the folks how the thing is 


done. 

‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ was the play 
chosen for the exhibition and plenty 
of prosperity was on tap for the 
theatre. Whether it was the idea of 
seeing the WCFL Players doing 
their stuff or the ancient drama it- 
self is pretty hard to tell. It was 
rather unfortunate that the idea 
should have been offered on a rainy 
Sunday afternoon and evening be- 
fore audiences composed for the 
most part of restless youngsters for 
whom the presentation was much 
too long. 

The performance began with the 
usual announcements coming from 
behind a drop representing the front 
of a loudspeaker. Gradually the 
Nights were put on back of this 
gauze piece which was ultimately 
raised disclosing the 15 performers 


doing their stuff much in the orde: 
of a stock company rehearsal with 
scripts in hand. ‘Two microphones 
were used with a piano at the right 
for incidental music, augmented 


colored boys. 

When Uncle Tom was getting his 
whippings, the effects were pro- 
duced by the very simple method of 
hitting a manuscript, a raincoat or 
a box to gain the desired effect. The 
announcer did very well as the 
bloodhounds. He even got a laugh 
from some of his co-workers. 

Manavcr Hyman Lurie spent most 
of the day keeping ticket buyers in 
line, which is a great deal to be 
thankful for nowadays. It looked 
for all the world like the old Sun- 
days when Harry Clay Blaney and 
the other heroes used to draw them 
high and early to see what the 
shooting was all about. 

Zane Grey’s ‘South Sea Adven- 
tures’ (Lesser) and ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ (Metro) plux Fox Movietone 
News made up the rest of the pro- 
gram, which made for a very long 
afternoon or evening. Miller. 





CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 1. 


It’s all right enough to say that 
at the Capitol this week is a great 
show, including in its cast Lilyan 
Tashman, Sophie Tucker, Jack 
Pearl, Ethel Shutta, George Olsen's 
band and Jack Benny. Customers 
were lined up at the box office all 
day and fighting for seats from the 
bell. But what next? They thought 
picture houses were taking a chance 
when they planned $10,000 stage 
shows. Then they took deep breaths 
and went to $15,000 stage shows. 
The current lineup at the Capitol, 
what with wire charges on Benny 
and Olsen, brings the toll up to a 
new high of $20,000. But what about 
next week? 

Certainly there can be no quarrel 
with the current show. Even the 80 
minutes that the stage end occu- 
pied, and despite the 90 minute pic- 
ture, doesn’t seem too long because 
so jammed with sockerino enter- 
tainment. Only way to review the 
layout, of course, is chronologically, 
which method is helped by the fact 
that there’s no attempt at staging, 
the acts running off in pretty much 
regular vaude formation. 


To say that Jack Benny Is better 
than Jack Pearl or that Sophie 
Tucker outshines Lilyan Tashman 
is impossible. They all do their 
particular stints well. 

senny is introduced by way of a 
number of gag stills on the screen 
and wastes little time after that 
announcing that he’s the m.c. and 
introducing the first act. Benny 
must be a comforting lad to have 
around. He's not only witty, quick 
and capable, but seemingly can fill 
any emergency. He’s the personifi- 
cation of what a master of cere- 
monies should be and emphasized 
his cleverness by the fact that he 
doesn't need a cane or other manu- 
factured nick-nacks to put his hu- 
mor over. 

Olsen’s band is the first act, a 
bit unusual, though not a bad idea 
as things turn out. His is a highly 
capable and diversified group of 
young men whose musical antics 
outshine their vocal efforts, but who 
are always on tap for novelty and 
syncopation. To show their control 
a quartet of the lads step out on 
the apron for a trumpet sclo played 
in the most pianissimo fashion 
imaginable, and yet perfectly rich 
and rounded in tone. Ethel Shutta 
comes on toward the end of the 
proceedings for two vocal numbers 
plus her usual air signature. 

Benny wanders in and out of this 
act for identification purposes wita 
the Ginger Ale ether hour. 

Lilyan Tashman, plus a couple of 
new ultra-lavish gowns, devotes her 
ten minutes to some crossfire with 
Benny, then going, with him, into 
a (is it possible?) new blackout. At 
least it seemed rew because the tag 
is turned the other way around. At 
any rate it’s good fun, allows Lilyan 


to strip to negligee, and it went 
over nicely. Lilyan dug Edmund) 
Lowe out of the wings for encore 


purposes and announced her sev- 
enth anniversary was that night for 
the usual applause result. More in- 


teresting to note is the way Benny | 
presence for) 


seized on the Lowe 
three or four of the funniest 
ments throughout the show. 

Sophie Tucker doesn’t try any gag- 
ging or horseplay, sticking closely 
to three numbers, but how this audi- 


com- 


ence went for her! She’s probably 
the only person in the world who 
could mix together ‘Eli, Eli’ and | 
‘Lawd, You Made the Night Too! 
Long.’ 

Jack Pearl to close the proceed- 


ings is another problematical choice 
that worked out okay. Pearl doesn’t 
bother with material this week, go- 


ing back into the files of his mem- | 
ory for them, but all they were in- |! 
was to hear! 


terested 
him. 


in, seemingly, 
He just stood with a straight 


in front of a street drop and gagged. 
Okay results. 

Couldn't very well close cold that 
way, so all the stars assemble in 
front of a drop dressed in street 
clothes to worry about where to go 
or what to do. With Benny sug- 
gesting they go to the Capitol to 
see Marion Davies in ‘Blondie of 
the Follies.’ So they all march off 
the stage and park in a box as the 
house darkens and the scrim de- 
scends for the feature. 

No time on the layout for any- 
thing else, even the newsreel being 
dropped on the show caught. 

Kauf. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, Sept 1. 
Current are ‘Down to. Earth’ 
(Fox) with Will Rogers and a stage 
show called ‘Manhattan’ comprising 
a series of five songs and dance 
tableaux resplendent in color and 
carrying out what might be the 


highest point in lighting effort 
reached by the Roxy, for an entire 
program. Unfortunately the bill 


lacks an amusement punch and a 
light week can be looked for in this 
third stanza of the Cathedral's 
reopening. At $50,000, it means a 
profit here nowadays, and if the 
house does that there can be no 
squawk. 

Currently there are too many 
conditions both within and without 
the house to offer any enthusiastic 
b. o. comment. That Labor Day 
holiday weekend, under. current 
conditions, isn’t likely to nelp trade. 

Besides which, the Roxy’s second 
week in holding over ‘First Year’ 
after film had played around the 
suburbs was sheer b. 0. miscalcula- 
tion that may have tended to divert 
patronage for the current week. 

The Will Rogers’ picture that’s 
current isn't any too strong. Which 
altogether isn’t such a hearty break 
for the spot consscering the opera- 
tors’ vicissitudes generally. 

‘Manhattan,’ stage show, opens 
with a tableaux, ‘New Amsterdam.’ 
Then the Roxy assemblage appears 
‘from behind some olios to the rear 
of the stage and singing follows. 

Lighting and costumes attract 
here as they do throughout the 
piece. Clark Robinson is respon- 
sible for that lighting. It reaches 
its high point to date which may 
be laid additionally to Frank Cam- 
bria’s supervision, who, himself is 
no mean stager this way. 

Among the specialty artists, Joe 
Griffin, tenor, holds over. His voice 
carries, is melodious and spills per- 
sonality in a way that should make 
him a fitting fixture for the spot. 

A new face currently is Mata 
| Cora who assists Griffin in his sing- 
|ing roles, taking part 
tableaux, ‘Old Gramercy,’ that opens 
with the two against a scrim set- 
ting of an old Colonial mansion. 
The ballet doing some white shadow 
stepping that’s not attracting. Bal- 
; let currently is the weakest limb on 
| the whole program. Needs special- 
ized direction similar to what the 
toxy formerly had. 

The Roxyettes by far eclipse the 
ballet in customer interest and per- 
formance. Roxyettes, in Indian cos- 
tumes full of. color, perform 
rhythmically in the second tableaux 
|; episode, ‘The Wigwam.’ 

Finale is labeled ‘Down to Earth’ 
to associate with the feature. Here, 
linsertion of ballet slowed up the 
episode. Eleanor Powell emerg 
from a New York skyline setting 
here for a solo tap, gracefully and 
entertainingly performed. Clad in 
gold cloth pyjamas, the girl crashed 
ifor the biggest applause spot in the 
closing. 
| Based on 
lance, she’s a bet 
show, clever and 
figure that attcacts 
is ‘Central Park in 





| 


| 
| 


her present 
for any kind of 
graceful with a 
Fourth episode 
the Gay ’90's’ 


and brings forth the bicycle antics | prelude 


| 
| 
| 


| which 
| rently. 


| 


from time to time by a quartet of | of secondary screen entertainment 


in the third | 


perform- | 
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for the only real laughs in the en- 
tire stage bill. 

Le Binde and Du Charme, acro- 
batic adagio trio, front the first 
episode and prove a charming bit 
of entertainment in their eccentric 
gyrations. 

Roxy show runs usual 140 min- 
utes with the usual overture. David 
Ross, conducting, and an act by 
himself when conducting, as he 
adds spirit to the pit performance | 
is ‘Peer Gynt’ 





Roxy also, currently, projects a 
novelty and highly developed piece | 


in the technicolor production of a 
Walt Disney Symphony § called 
‘Flowers and Trees,’ one of the 
program’s highlights, Movietone 
newsreel rounds out. Shan. 


ACME, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 2. 

Subtitle of this Fourteenth street 
|house is ‘America’s only Soviet- 
|Kino.” Theatre is proud of that 
| and is stressing it as much as pos- 
sible in programs and advertising. 
Next week an architect gets to work 
on the house front to change it to 
what appears to be a mosque a-la- 
Petrograd, and then the Union 
Square Moscovites can really feel at 
home. 

History of the Acme is a cock- 
eyed one. It’s a 600-seater, ram- 
shackle affair that’s been struggling 
along for some time. About two 
years ago it was the first of the 
picture houses to lead the parade to 
double features for 10 cents. Didn’t 
pan out. German pictures went in 
for a try and flopped. Italian pic- 
tures died. Theatre floundered from 
one policy to another. In February 
Matty Radin took the house over 
and decided to try the Russ stuff. 
It’s paid well enough to continue. 

Idea is not necessarily to play all 
Soviet pictures. Any picture with 
a Russian angle or background or 
locale is oke. And it doesn’t matter 
how old the pictures are. Manage- 
ment figures the customers here are 
interested in subject matter, not art 
or technique. 

Quite often, because of the lack 
of available product, pictures are 
repeated. Some have been repeated 
three and four times. 

Prices are 15 cents to 2 p.m., and 
graded up to 30 cents. It goes with- 
out saying that after the 2 o’clock 
barrier has gone up and tickets 
costing 29 cents the thrifty Union 





exuded 
Suite cur- | Sive use of giant lenses, Pathe 
a better job generally of the eclipse 


and the ones which 








| NEWSREELS 








TRANSLUX 


After all the ballyhoo Fox-Hearst 
and exclu- 
made 


about research 


for the newsreels. 
Had F-H done a little real ex- 
ploitation by first showing the dif- 
ference between the regular lenses 
it claimed it 
used the audience might have been 
sold cn getting something different. 
But F-H just exhibited the instru- 
ments and structures of the scien- 
tists, which had nothing to do with 
its own equipment. 
So far as the actual eclipse was 
concerned the only difference be- 
tween. F-H and Pathe clips was 
that the former got some clearer 
aspects on the clouds. Pathe, how- 
ever, gave its audience a thrill of 
seeming proximity. Unless lenses 
provide something distinctly differ- 
erent they don’t mean a _ thing 
alonzside of a title which says a 
cameraman is five miles up in the 
air. Looking down into the clouds 
one second and the next peeping at 
the eclipse, Pathe also took in city 
and small town crowds, working 
up a human as well as scientific 
interest. 

Proving that the past week was 
not so weak in camera news. 


The Luxer, through Pathe, also 
showed Iowa farmers being released 
from Council Bluffs prison, and 
dipped into the Illinois mining re- 


| 


gion, where miners are on picket 
duty over wage disputes. Why the 
American Legion confab in New 


York was overlooked by the Em- 
bassy did not concern the Luxer, 
which showed the boys marching in 
Brooklyn. 

Pathe presented a real novelty 
clip in football practice of the 
sailors aboard the U.S.S. ‘Saratoga,’ 
plane carrier. 

Amusing subjects were a three- 
year-old pianist singing to a bas- 
ketful of pups and a grown dog 
which could actually enunciate 
something which sounded like a few 


* EMBASSY 


Weak program that shapes large- 


ly as a revival, the Walker hash- 
over leading. 

Excerpts from speech after 
speech, from the time the Mayor 
was inducted, are bundled together 
jin the lead, which runs over the 
point of audience boredom. Fans 


Saturday afternoon (3) were pretty 
bored until Mayor McKee and his 
speech was edited in at the tail end. 
Embassy in heavily for races, not 
even taking the trouble to break 
In one batch 


some of them up. 
there was the much photographed 
Belfast street auto dash, Wood- 


bridge’s dirt track and Middletown’s 
auto course. Elsewhere in the pro- 
gram were a German-French cyclist 
tourney, Cicero track horse gallop, 
New Hampshire marathon. 

Fox-Hearst copy desk, possibly 
affected by the heat wave in New 
York, had silent titles describing 
Paris drinking and swimming, and 
Japanese kid bathing pools. Lourdes 
Shrine can always be depended 
upon when material is light. Hearst, 
also, can be used as a filler. This 
time the reel plugs the publisher’s 
presses. Strangely, the program 
passed up Germany this week, not 
even going for the usual week-end 
Pilsener. Beach setting-up exer- 
cises are generally the last resort 
at the Embassy, but they’re in cur- 
rently, with Ocean City getting the 
credit line. Even Massachusetts’ 
mechanical cow, which fans for the 
past months have been able to 
visualize in their sleep, is back in 
the projection booth. 

Schmeling’s return to New York 
just one of those set-ups for a 
camera, Waly. 





late, however, on the Earhart and 
Piccard stories. 

Subjects covered in the programs 
of the two theatres included Trubee 
Davison starting campaign for gov- 
ernorship, Hoover on depression, 
Roosevelt at Sea Girt, Asbury Park 
baby parade, L. A. chiropractors’ 
beauty contest, Haizlip transconti- 
nental record flight, army aerial 
maneuvers at Cleveland, Hoover- 
Roosevelt gag train wreck at a mid- 





words in English. Pathe a week 





Squarites stop rushing to the b.o., 
most of the revenue thus far coming 
in mornings. 

Thus far the policy has not been 
a rousing success, but management 
has gotten a bit better than an even 
break, which is something, what 
with the weather and the season 
and general depression. 

‘Clown George’ (Ukrainfilm) cur- 
rent. Kauf. 


DENVER 


e 
Denver, Aug. 31. 

The stage show, ‘Radio Stars,’ 
made up of a number of air names, 
was run off rapidly—and it’s a good 
thing it was. It would have been 
tiresome otherwise. 

Opening scene shows four girls 
at radio station switchboard. Out 
of loudspeaker come answers to 
questions by the telephoners. 
Switchboard is yanked off stage and 
curtain goes up on radio station 
scene, with Eddie Bruce announc- 
ing, and he keeps things moving. 
Bill Aronson, the topnotcher of the 


lot, impersonates Amos ’n’ Andy. 
Walter Winchell, Russ. Columbo, 
Ben Eernie and Tony Wons. Some 


good and some that had to be iden- 
tified. 

Good measure marked the Albe 
Sisters impersonating the Boswell 
Sisters, the good measure being 
four lovely girls to look at instead 
of three. Their dancing roitines 
were good, and their chatter with 
Bruce refreshing. Dressed in long 


red dresses, they made a bright 
picture. 
The Kate Smith impersonator, 


| Kay Fayre, carried off her share 
|of the program nicely, getting the 
‘Moon Over the Mountain’ in the 
Kate Smith manner. Tony Pag- 
|liacci as the street singer sang a 
few grand opera tunes in their na- 
tive tongues, and Jessie Dragon- 
ette was impersonated by Leota| 
Lane. John Tio, the parrot that 
knows the answers, furnished noy- 





western country fair. Waly. 





LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 


‘Veils’ unit carries no real sock, 
but has its high spots, especially 
when Conrad’s Pigeons and Zelda 
Santley are on the stage. Miss 
Santley achieves the irtistic with 
her mimicking of Zasu Pitts, a 
sweet characteristic. Show runs 54 
minutes. Several chorus routines 
could be deleted to tilt the tempo. 

Russell, Marconi and Jerry, male 
team augmented by a tapper, are 
strong, but could be more valuable 
if the comic were given more of a 
chance. Edna Errico hot-cha’d a 
couple of tunes, doing best with 
an A] Siegel arrangement of ‘Shine.’ 

Madeline Schmid, coloraturo, had 
the thankless task of warbling 
background music for several chorus 
routines, and handled it well. Mema 
Fortune, specialty dancer, worked 
in front of the line to good effect. 

Veil motif was carried throughout, 
winding up in a bridal finale that 
kept building to the entrance of the 
pigeons from the back of the bal- 
cony. 

Jan Rubini overture was followed 
with a violin solo of ‘Rosary,’ with 
a girl singer warbling through a 
scrim on stage. Scrim was again 
used for trailer to ‘Sally,’ next 
week’s stage show, with a ballet 
dancer on her toes back of it. News- 
reel and ‘Gaunt,’ dramatic three- 
reeler (Talking Picture Epics), 
filled in. Feature is ‘Blondie of the 
Follies’ (Metro). Business near ca- 
pacity at opening matinee. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Another Fanchon & Marco stage 
show presented intact with appar- 
ently no local switches. ‘Bughouse’ 
is the name and the idea is colorful. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Sept. 2. 


It’s ether week at the Paramount 
but it takes an intruder, Will Ma- 
honey, who knows no radio back- 
ground, to put the big punch into 
the stage show. Between Mahoney, 
in top form on this engagement, 
and the stars of the air, it looks 
like a ten-strike for the box office. 

Business won't threaten the top 
this house has done, but it should 
ride roughshod over the region of 
averages, for a handsome profit. 
Monday holidays, such as Labor 
Day, however, are difficult to con- 
tend with, doubly so currently with 
a geyser of heat gushing all over 
Times Square. Black ink, however, 
will be hard to avoid. 

The Mills Bros. are undoubtedly 
the big drawing card among the 
radio attractions on the show. 
They’ve proved a staple around the 
country since last appearing here a 
couple of months back. Paramount 
at the first evening show had them 
spotted early in the unit, but at the 
next show moved Stoopnagle and 
Bud up front on top of Eddy Duch- 
in’s band opening. 

The surefire comedy Stoopnagle- 
Bud twain ought to attract many, 


also, though they’re not new to 
Broadway. 
The other radioites in ‘Radio 


Stars of 1932,’ done in the ether 
manner but still no worry for Ma- 
honey, are Sylvia Froos, Georgie 
Price, who's not unknown to stage 
show followers, and Donald Novis. 
Latter is the unassuming, self- 
possessed young tenor from the 
Coast who's in his third week here 
now. 

Novis goes on about middle in 
an appropriate spot between two 
comedy numbers. While at some 
shows, since trying his luck at this 
house, Novis has been getting show- 
curbing hands, and one night last 





It slows up with the advent in ‘cone’ 
of a Negro twosome which breaks 





elty. 


Near the middle of the show, Ted | 


| Mack, local favorite, from the pit, | 
was spotted. They liked his chat- | 
ter. 


Orchestra plays for an opener | 
| ‘Song of the Island,’ and Ted and | 
two of the band imitate steel | 
|'guitars on saxophones. Ted tells | 
about his radio contest of the past 
week, and introduces a trio he 
picked to work with him this week. 
Boys sing ‘Sweet Sue.” They are} 
Loran Wallace, William Blakely 
and Larry Doran. Ted then intro- 


; couple of numbers, 
| individual 


the pace previously maintained. 
But in general the Oriental custom- 
ers were satisfied. Heaviest ap-| 
plause went to a pair of Charley 
Foy’s stooges who surprised with 
some high-class harmony. 

Lunatic motif is gradually for- 
gotten the unit progresses, and | 
this isa pity. It would have been a | 


as 


| better entertainment had the unities | 


been preserved. Foy’s nut stuff fit- 
ted in ideally. 


Mixine Lewis 


| 
whammed over a 


and there were 
of 


y i ; specialties passable 
duce a hillbilly number for a click.! merit, but no punch from Virginia 
Art Blonger, Joe Himelick and Ted | peck, Flashette, LaVerne, Olga, and 
put it across, coaxing music out} Mishka and Tudy. ae 
of mouthharps, balloons, saw, jug,| Marcelli made them show appre- | 
| fiddle, oboe and clarinet. Ted will | ciation for his overture, Eddie 
be at the Denver one more week. Meikel had them constantly in hand 

The overture by Fred Schmitt’s|and Roosevelt and Hoover got an 
orchestra was cut short due to the |even divvy on applause in the news- 
length of the stage show, and con- | reel. 
sisted of Chevalier tunes as a ‘Speak Easily’ (Metro) rolled up 

to the trailer for next |lots of Jaughs but little busines- 
week's picture, ‘Love Me Tonight.’ j Land. | 


of William Ritchie and Co., making! 


tone (OAT SI peg ~ cca 


SPO tathee I PF ye 


‘ - j ; 
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|last Friday night’s show. 


Oe PLE OE 


; week did. five numbers, Friday at 
the first eve de luxe round, he 
trimmed down to two and ran 
away. 


The Mills harmony workers got a 
break cn setting: and staging but 
not on spot until changed at the 
They ran 
up the second best mitt, next to 
Mahoney, blurting out in their swell 
way a glove-fitting routine of songs, 
Boys worked on the pit p!atform, 
and anyone who wants can gain 
something by looking at how Pub- 


lix tamed down the _ sore-thumb 
sight of a mike on its stage. For 
the Mills quartet, it was covered 
with leafy twigs and set looks more 
like a theatre than a broadcasting 
studio. 

None can cormplain about the 
amount of shown surefire comedy, 
but just the same there’s a mouth- 
ful of singing and more. Plus the 
Mills and Novis, the fan gets Sylvia 
Froos (two numbers), quite a bit 
from Georgie Price, a little from @ 
fem vocal sextet, and the ‘She’s My 


(Continued on page 29) 
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VARIETY 
PALACE, N. Y. 


Palace 
cycle of all 


this week completes the 
possible variations of 


pentier there is nothing conceded as 
a draw, show is smooth entertain- 
ment. It has*nice balance, plenty of 
variety and will satisfy. Especially 


vaudeville policy by going stage|by the mob which for years has 
band presentation style, first per-| been satisfied to do the State regu- 
formance of that type in the house./ larly, knowing just about what 
The billing gives the house a ®our-| they'll get. 


act show and a picture, conforming 
to the neighborhood type in pattern. 

However, there is still some dis- 
tinction to the old ace of vaudeville 
in the fact that the band is Fred 
Warineg’s, which for cost, prestige 
and entertainment quality is far 
from neighborhood calibre. On a 
strict rating the four acts are in the 
Waring group, Radio Rubes, Armida 
and Three Bredwins. But that lay- 
out may be stretched by three addi- 
tional items in Tom Waring, Fred's 
warbling brother, the Lane Sisters 
(this is the Rosemary and Priscilla 
edition), and Evelyn Nair, the three 
turns last named being within the 
Waring band unit athough they are 
spread throughout the performance. 
Add to that that Fred functions as 
m. c. and call that another program 
item, and the four-act bill stretches 
out to eight. 

Aside from these statistics, the 
show runs upward of an hour and 
the picture, ‘Age of Consent’ (RKO- 
Radio), runs another 60 minutes. 
Mis¢ellaneous minor items and trail- 
ers build the entertainment to two 
and a half hours, It’s a good buy at 
the price, and at this show, the seéc- 
ond of Saturday afternoon, patronage 
was perhaps two-thirds of capacity 
downstairs, a fair showing consider- 
ing Saturday started a three-day 
week-end holiday and was hot as 
do-tell, 

Running off of the performance 
takes on the happy-go-lucky method 
of all stage band presentations. It's 
rather shapeless and lacking in cli- 
mactic design. Show opens cold 
with Waring boys playing behind 
the drop for a few bars before the 
curtain flies. They use a trick ar- 
rangement of ‘Sing’ for the getaway, 
number being announced through a 
card borne by a page, a page, by the 
way, who contributes a comedy line 
of his own and maybe rates being 
included as an act, making the count 
nine. If you like, you can count in 
also the Waring drummer whose 

vocalizing and antics pull inter- 
ittent laughs. 

Band is on the stage practically 
all the time and doing four or soa 
day for week-ends make it quite a 
stint. Waring does the announc- 
ing, but wisely makes his introduc- 
tions straight, leaving the gagging 
to the boys. 

Tirst of the outside turns is Radio 
Rubes, an air feature making their 
vaudevile bow (New Acts). Tom 
Waring is an early item, singing 
three numbers before the band and 
doing nicely, thanks to a listenable 
baritone voice and an agreeably 
simple bearing. Lane Sisters like- 
wise have a brief appearance early 
in the performance, singing into the 
mike with Fred introducing them 
and foiling for them in their inci- 
dental business, which is very inci- 
dental. Nice kids and got a friendly 
response. 

Armida took the spot that under 
the usual vaudeville show would be 
next to closing, working part of 
the time 
partly backed up by the band, which 
is strictly accompanist. Opens with 
her cigarette number involving hoy- 
dening with the front row custom- 
ers, goes into her sprightly dance 
and finishes with song and step- 
ping. Spanish girl is regular folks 
to any Palace crowd and fared ac- 
cordingly. 

Another musical-and-comedy in- 
terlude with the bandsmen here 
spacing out a short interval before 
the turn of the Three Bredwins, 
comedy acrobats de luxe (New 
Acts). Evelyn Nair with a torrid 
eession of wriggling was a late and 
climactic band unit item. 

Although they had opened the 
show and supported it at intervals, 
it was the Waring boys who came 
through for the finishing punch, do- 
ing their domino novelty which 
never tires and grabbing themselves 
an cncore for their college glee club 
banquet scene for a fadeout, dem- 
onstrating again the versatility of 
probably the most resourceful band 
organization in show business. 
Carrying through a whole Palace 
rrosram for a week is by way of 


each is associated with. Marine air 


the wire is carried by the woman on 


hold and the others show 
alone on the stage and|strength, 


A lot of people make the State be- 
cause of its pictures, most of which 
come down from the Capitol. That 
places ‘Last Mile’ to a test here to 
some extent. 

Downey, fifth on the six-act bill, 
went over big, doing 12 minutes. 
He opens stoutly with a pop which 
he sells admirably, then launches 
into ‘Voice in the Village Choir,’ 
which seems to be making a hit 
with the air singers. On ‘Shanty 
Town,’ following, he tied up the 
show, returning to do an Irish lull- 
aby for the getaway. 

He was followed by the California 
Collegians, who rate more as a com- 
edy act than otherwise, with the 
seven lads making 'up the contingent 
soing in for plenty of slapstick, 
clowning and nuttery. That circus 
idea of theirs is a pip for laughs 
and novelty and takes the boys up 
to the point where the audience 
might giggle at nearly everything 
they might do. 

Carpentier is between Zelaya, 
third, and Downey, the proper spot 
for this middle-of-bill act. The for- 
mer Freneh pug, who's probably 
given up the ring forever, is trying 
to develop as a matinee idol type. 
He’s succeeding nicely and by now 
speaks English with clarity, though 
always measuring his words. The 
Carpentier voice hasn't much of a 
punch, but in his personality he can 
drop any worry about it. The late 
scrapper carries four girls, having 
dropped the colored lad. 

Zelaya proved a hit all the way 
at the first Sat. mat. He's a show- 
man, in the way he sells his piano 
efforts and monolog. It's an agree- 
able personality the hefty Zelaya 
owns, and it cotunts lots in his sale 
of gab. State audience went for 
him 100%. 

Jeanne Carr, with elderly couple 
introed as ma and pa, No. 2 and 
over strong. Straight hoofing all 
the way, on a dance mat, but expert 
and fast, the elder twain doing as 
well as Miss Carr. Stayed on only 
eight minutes, just about right. 
Paul Nolan, juggler, opened, as- 
sisted by a comely miss who has an 
easy job. Did nicely considering 
how cold the audience was when 
lights went -up on his act. 

Usual H-M news and trailers to 
fill. Char. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Usual five acts running a minute 
ever the hour including the nine 
minutes Milt Franklyn takes for the 
overture. He’s using another iden- 
tification gag this week. Plays fa- 
miliar tunes and asks what trade 
suggests sailors and ‘Horses’ the 
street cleaner, 

Show starts with Boyd and Wal- 
lin, wire act in which one end of 


is a teeth 
neck 
in one the rope being 
looped around the back of her head 
while the man does a spin. Takes 
only four minutes, but that means 
no stalling. Over to a good hand. 


Yates and Yawley repeat their 
piano and song work in one. The 
best bet is Yawley’s robust tenor, 
which is different from the usual 
falsetto tenor, which is supposed to 
slay the auditors. His top range is 
deeper and more colorful. Yates did 
nicely, with a piano interlude rang- 
ing from pops to Chopin's ‘Polo- 
naise.” Drags in an accordion for 
the encore, but doesn’t do much 
with it, 

Devito and Denny spend eight 
minutes in sheer lunacy.’ Make their 
entrance from a painted door high 
up in the scenery, step forward and 
land on a trick piano. Violin smash- 
ing is retained, so is torn down 
scenery, which is getting so com- 
mon it no longer gets the laughs. 
Up here all made a bull’s-eye, but 
it’s pretty rough fora polite audi- 
ence, particularly the stooge in his 
undies and a padlock on the seat. 
Very pretty girl doesn’t seem to 
belong, and yet she fits in some- 


a casting cradle, First 








being a unique achievement. Rush. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Excellent State show with Morton 
Downey as the major draw, plus 
some possible b. o. support from 
Georges Carpentier, who once would 
have filled the place to the dome. 
‘The Last Mile’ (World Wide), on 
‘he screen, didn’t do so well at the 
Capitol, Loew's deluxer, so it’s dif- 
ficult to estimate what it might do 
here. 

Chances for a fair week, however, 
seem good, with Downey certain to 
attract as a result of his air follow- 
ing and the fine showing he makes 
on a theatre stage. 

Saturday afternoon's business was 
off no doubt due to the great exodus 


from the big town over the Labor 
Day week-end. It was the same on 
the Saturday preceding the Fourth 
of July, which also fell_on a Mon- 
day, but some surprises were noted 


of-town trade 
Sunday and 
occur over the 


through apparent out 
that Saturday night, 
Monday. They may 
current holiday, too. 
While. outside of Downey and Car- 


how. Act lacks continuity, Even in 
a crazy routine it is possible to 
follow some general plan, but here 
they do first one thing and then an- 
other, content to get laughs where 
the same amount of effort, intelli- 
gently applied, might pull them 
better results. 

Cookie Bowers in his familiar 
imitations had the women laughing 
at his imitation of a man getting 
out of bed. He gets over with his 
various other imitations running the 
gamut from auto horns to opera, 
Sells it in a nice way, and that helps 
him, 

Ilarrison and Fisher got three 
curtains at a supper show Saturday 
night, which is telling something for 
this house, Usually those who 
have seen the picture are half way 
out of the aisle before the curtain 
key hits the stage. Idea of using 
a soubrettish girl to spell their own 
efforts is a good one. And the girl's 
first costume had ’em gasping here. 


| 


leature is ‘Speak Kasily’ 
(M-G-M) with the newsreel and a 
two-reel Vitaphone in color l"ea- 


VAUDE HOUSE 





PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 3. 

Every appearance of a great week 
was visible Saturday, but nobody 
could state with anything more 
positive than theory whether it was 
50-50 or 75-25 between ‘Bird of 
Paradise’ and Jack Dempsey on the 
stage. Popularity of tre fighter re- 
mains astounding, and the Palace 
hasn’t whacked its mitts in welcome 
with such enthusiasm in months. 

Yet the picture must have been 
magnetic after the liberal splashing 
of undraped torsos, male and fe- 
male, in the advertisements. Ex- 
ploitation was hot on the old ‘show 
‘em skin’ adage. Dolores Del Rio is 
not rated as a draw in Chicago. 

Arabian tumblers described as 
Lois Torres and her Barcelonians 
opened fast, but couldn't quite over- 
come the lethargy. Spanish disguise 
not clicking especially well. 

Winning public favor on the 
strength of his admirable stage 
presence and the blessed absence of 
the usual juvenile smartaleckry, 
Mickey McGuire did very nicely for 
himself and the bill, Lad is com- 
paratively relaxed in style and 
doesn't constitute the assault upon 
an audience’s nerves and good na- 
ture that other kids, now around, do. 
Palace liked his toughie character- 
ization, never overdone. 

Tom Patricola surrounded by nice 
looking and useful feminine assist- 
ants did very well. He is popular 
in Chicago and generally finds the 
local path to success a boulevard. 
Speaking of feminine assistants, 
that’s a trim and more-than-suffic- 
ing damoiselle that Richy Craig, Jr., 
employs first to play dumb and sec- 
ond to provide silken neatness in a 
classy strut. Craig, adding three 
new gags, presented the rest of his 
turn in toto, but found that the Chi- 
cago demand for new material need 
not worry a comedian, as it's never 
very rampant. 

Willard Mack carpentered the 
framework for Jack Dempsey. It 
could scarcely be dignified as an 
‘act,” although it passes the test of 
utilitarianism and allows Jack to be 
seen, heard and applauded by care- 
fully inserted openings for same. 
Dempsey is by now an old hand at 
public speaking and all that nerv- 
ousness of years ago is absent. He 
handles himself easily and, as usual, 
looks great. Very long and out of 
place is the speech in ‘one’ after- 
wards made by Dempsey’s fellow- 
actor, who talks lengthily of his 
screen career (not Dempsey’s) to 
the mystification of the audiences, 
to whom the lad is completely un- 


| known. 


Gene Tunney gets a floral gift 
from Dempsey, although the ‘14’ 
count is the theme of several gags 
along the way. Jack Sharkey is not 
treated so politely, Dempsey observ- 
ing that to some fighters any blow 
under the Adam’s apple is foul. 
Land. 





*CENTURY, BALTO. 


Galtimore, Sept. 2. 

Well, boys, the slugfest of the 
new season is on locally. At pres- 
ent it’s a heavy two-sided battle 
between this Loew spot and the in- 
die Hippodrome. Both houses are 
loading their guns with heavy shot 
and are throwing overboard the old 
budgets. A battle like this in the 
confines of this southern town 
looms up in all importance. 

House this week starts its formal 
switch to vaude and has evidently 
laid plans for a two-headliner bill 
each week, figuring mostly on name 
bands to carry. At the Hipp the 
lineup calls for bands also, with the 
colored names of Ellington, Callo- 
way, etc., and shortly that house 
pulls its biggest gun with the Kate 
Smith revue. it’s going to be a 
merry war, and likely to go into a 
three-cornered battle royal later 
this month, with the Keith's spot 
slated for a line on the RKO book- 
ing sheet. 

Currently the Century makes a 
perfect take-off into the vaude ele- 
ment after years of presentations. 
Headed by Abe Lyman orchestra 
and the Bert Lytell act, it shapes 
as an excellent five-act show. 

Lyman comes to town with his 
new 24-piece aggregation. Town 
has never seen anything like it for 
flash and movement. At the con- 
clusion of the act and encore, 
which closed the bill, this audience 
kept up an applause bombardment 
for mcre than five minutes, running 
right into the picture, ‘Successful 
Calamity’ (WB), to such an extent 
that it was necessary for manager 
Bill Saxton to halt the picture after 
it had started and bring Lyman 
back for more. In all, it was one 
of those moments that may be 
frowned upon by the heads of cir- 
cuits ag being an unwelcome inter- 
ruption to the mechanical running 
order of the routine of the theatre, 
but it’s worth a thousand times the 
interruption; it’s one of those 
things that make the theatre alive 
and real, and not cold and mechan- 
ical, 

Opening was Arthur LaFleur, 
who slarted neatly with strong arm 
and jaw work, particularly setting 
this house rocking with a whirling 


iron-jaw finish. Girl, in the turn 
for a couple of hoofing routines, 
serves to give Lafleur 4 breathing 





ture probably pulls more than the 
show, and a good house. 





spell 


Deucing came Luis Zingone, a 
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JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY’S BAND 
Orchestra, Singing 

32 Mins.; Special in Full 

RKO Albee, Cincinnati 

This is the Cherniavsky who au- 
thored ‘Bells of Avalon’ and other 
tunes, swung a baton in New York 
deluxers, put music to some screen 
hits and was recently titled by Ben 
Bernie as ‘The Russian Jazz 
Maestro.’ For the past year he’s 
been playing leading hotels and 
dansants here with 15 local boys 
whom he developed into a click 
combo, at the same time building 
an air following via WLW. 

Cherny rags classical selections 
and gives the ritz to pops with tak- 
ing tempo and unique direction. 

Opened with his ‘Bells of Avalon’ 
ether theme announced by L. J. 
Barnes, a Crosley mike worker, be- 
fore flash stairway drop of the 
swank Netherland - Plaza _ hospice. 
Swung into rhythmical paraphrase 
of ‘Faust,’ followed by original con- 
ception of ‘The Mooch.’ Then a 
medley of. familiar '32 numbers with 
Harrison Kay, excellent baritone, 
rendering ‘Lawd You Made the 
Night Too Long,’ and Sam Adams, 
tenor, singing ‘Sweet Mystery of 
Life.’ Vocalism registered big. 
Medley is enlivened with specialty 


spots by Gene Hoctor, piano; Bob 
Motzer, trumpet; Eli Chalfee, 
guitar, and Ronald Kingsbury, 
fiddle. 


First 10 minutes move slowly, but 
after that the gang sets quickened 
pace. Finale is strong. It's the 
1812 Overture with Cherny taking 
to the pit te direct the house or- 
chestra and his own boys. The old 
standby is pepped aplenty and 
lighting effects and battle sounds 
used to advantage. With proper 
shaving, the act’s a bellringer. 

Kolling. 





EVELYN HAGARA 
Songs (Novelty) 
12 Mins.; One 
Filmarte, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 

Featuring a trick rendition of 
‘Song of the Wind,’ Evelyn Hagara, 
contralto from the concert and Eu- 
ropean operatic stage, makes her 
picture-house debut as an added 
attraction on the bill with ‘Ronny’ 
(Ufa). Act is straight vocalizing, 
with piano accompaniment, with ex- 
ception of the novelty number, 
which is outstanding. 

Miss Hagara, so the ballyhoo 
goes, has discovered the art of ‘long 
breathing’ after it had been lost for 
a century. Ripley, in one of his 
‘Believe It or Not’ layouts, featured 
the contralto. Her ‘discovery’ per- 
mits her to sing as long as three 
minutes on a single breath. 

Two other numbers, an Italian 
aria and an English ballad, with a 
final encore, comprised balance of 
her repertoire. Aside from houses 
of Filmarte type, which specializes 
in foreign productions, act is un- 
suited for picture deluxers. 








HILL and AMMON 
Songs 

8 Mins.; One 
Downtown, L. A. 

Miss Ammon, formerly Nettie 
Packer of Anger and Packer, car- 
ries the burden. with her singing, 
though Hill’s piano playing is no 
sma:l contribution, Both are ex- 
perienced players. Their work is 
timed to sell high. Miss Ammon’s 
voice is packed with hot-cha ap- 
peal. Singing three numbers, all 
blues, she was set from her first 
note. Hill’s accompaning, of the 
hot broken rhythm quality, builds 
up the singing. In his hoke solo he 
clowns all over the keyboard, 

Material is good vaude and 
should click if this pair go east 


) standbys. 


Acts | 


RADIO RUBES 
Song, Comedy 
10 Mins.; One 
Palace, N. Y. 


New hillbilly quartet, from the 
broadcasting field, billed as Rugg 
Davis and his Radio Rubes, ‘Station 
R-U-B-E,’ Routine follows the 
usual lines, with the exception o¢ 
one member who has an odd trick of 
simulating’ musical instruments and 
other sounds, 

Trick is capitalized during most 
of the act, being blended into the 
familiar hillbilly music of guitar 
mouth organ and banjo. Foursome 
work fast and deliver a consistently 
interesting turn. Announcementg 
made by Davis in the usual Rube 
character, with the sound imitator 
—Artie Hall, by name—doing a 
mildly comic rube boy. 

They harmonize the _ familiarg, 
One number is interrupted by a lo. 
comotive whistle and they all stop 
to ‘go down and see the train come 
in,’. which furnishes excuse for 
sound effect of train approaching, 
coming to a squeaking stop and 
finally the blast of the air-brake 
exhaust, all simulated by Hall and 
manipulation of banjo head. 

‘Climbing Up the Golden Stairs’ 
for a rousing finish on the routine 
sort. Did very well here, working 
in front of Fred Waring’'s orchestra, 
working as a stage band under a 
new Palace experiment. Act de- 
parts only in detail from the run of 
such numbers, but the men have a 
certain personality, which makes a 
difference on the favorable side. 





Rush. 
SHAW and BRUNET 
Songs 
10 Mins.; In One 
Orpheum, N. Y. 
Team suggests a_ radio pair, 


though they do not croon and use 


no mike. One man has an assured 
—almost too assured —manner, 


while the other is almost without 
expression and ill at ease, There 
with the voice, though, and they 
both get over nicely with harmon- 
ized numbers, mostly medleys, with 
a strong accent on the old Irish 
Got over strong in thig 
German locality. 

Lightweight number two act, but 
a safe bet in this position if the 
opener starts the show off right. 


DARO and COSTA 
Dance Flash 

9 Mins.; In Three 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

One of those acts of constant 
changes. Last time they were re 
ported with a male tap dancer and 
an accompanist. Now the tap boy 
is apparently doubling ag accom- 
panist, a girl with a light and not 
always agreeable soprano filling in, 
Doesn't seem to fit yet. 

Name team holds to a_  ~»nice 
routine of Spanish for the opening 
and adagio for the close. Some of 
the spins are repeats, but they 
look different with 
Good opener for the smaller houses, 
but not likely to rise above that 
without drastic changes. 


‘DANCE OLYMPICS,’ (5) 
Dance Flash ‘ 
10 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
G. O. H., New York 

Five girls who purport to portray 
international athletic games in their 
dances. Mostly regular acrobatic 
routines which are very familiar, 





Opens in one with a blonde looker 
announcing. Into fuil against an 
arena drop, Finale lacks rhythmic 
coherence. 


Act was spotted next to closing 
at this indie spot to only faint re- 





which is what they shourd do after] action. Somebody should use that 
they play the few weeks offered| blonde. _Or maybe it’s her act? 
hereabouts. Call. There's no indicater. Shan. 
clean-working, smart magician. ACADEMY 


Zingone’s act has nice pace, and ali 
the tricks are effective. The easy 
chatter suited, Only minor objec- 
tion, and that not Zingone'’s fault, 
was spotting the magician preced- 
ing Lytell’s tense tragic -sketch, 
‘The Valiant.’ Zingone’s act is a 
quiet, suave piece of business, and 
something more lively belonged in 
front of the Lytell act. 


Lytell has his ‘Valiant’ character- 
ization down to the finest touch by 
now, getting every drop of senti- 
ment and color out of the lines. 
The rest of the cast is uniformly 
weak, but Lytell sustains the entire 
sketch alone. It is proof that skits 
are not dead to vaude; not if prop- 
erly written and acted. 

June Carr is one of the new ris- 
ing comedienne dancers. She has 
developed a couple of routines on 
the koof that are howl-arousers 
Miss Carr has learned 
how to dance but not how to talk. 
The dialog is not strong in the first 
place, and Miss Carr and her piano 
partner ciun't sustain it. Until they 
can draw some tonsil-proof talk 
they had better stick to the ankles. 
They're surefire otherwise. 


Business excellent the first show. 





New York, Sept. 3. 
There isn’t anything especially to 
crow about on the vaude lineup 


from the box-office view, so that 
this Skouras-operated downtowner 
will have to depend for its mag- 
netizing powers during the first half 
of the current stanza upon the 
screen cynosure, ‘Hold ‘Em _ Jail’ 
(Radio). Count at the initial per- 
formance showed a near capacity 
lower arena and a pretty substan- 
tial spread over the fore-end of the 
shelf. Steady flow kept up after the 
1 o'clock asking price was tilted a 
dime to 35c for the balance of the 
afternoon. Considering the average 


class of vaude unveilled here, ad- 
mish levels offer a bargain. 
Booking policy here gives them 


well-balanced and diversified enter- 
tainment for that portion of the 
week starting Saturday while the 
smash b. o. names are reserved for 
the latter half effective with Wed- 
nesday. Past three weeks, since 
RKO assumed the booking, has seen 
some act from radio’s constellation 
heading the midweek bill. Last 
week it was Colonel Stoopnagle and 


(Continued on page 29) 
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Budd, and. this week the Street 
Singer is the candidate. 

They like their vaudeville here 
served up hot and hokey, the 
rougher and more off color the bet- 
ter. That accounts for the per- 
formance’s applause honors going 
to the deuce spotter, Herman Hyde 
and Miss Mona, and the mild ap- 

roval accorded Joe Fejer’s latest 
package of class divertissement. It’s 
the neighborhood, and bearing this 
in mind as a guiding rule, the RKO 
booker on the house could help 
things all around. 

Snappy start given the occasion 
by the acrobatic dancing exhibit of 
the Chevalier Brothers and Alice. 
That somersaulting wiz of the Che- 
valier family was as usual the high 
point of the turn, with the same lad 
scoring equally as well with the toe 

ing. 

Terhnas Hyde has a flock of trick 
musical instruments and a kit of 
off-color gags, and his looker part- 
ner has the figure and the sinuous 
wiggle, with the result that they 
turned out a crack combination for 
this spot. Kids got a hefty kick out 
of Hyde's operation of the gimmicks 
on his violin, flute, bull fiddle, etc., 
and the oldsters chortled expan- 
sively over his gummy witticisms 
and honky-tonky humor resorts and 
the frequent gyrations of the Mona 
torso. Customers held up the pro- 
ceedings after the duo’s walkoff, to 
bestow upon them a couple of extra 
ovations. 

‘Daphne Pollard was slow in get- 
ting them warmed up. _ Finished, 
smooth touches of the artist as re- 
vealed in her first two numbers was 
a little beyond them, but when she 
went rough and tumble with the 
flirtation scene, abetted by a park 
cop on the straight end, they were 
hers, every man, woman and child. 
It was down to earth hoke and they 
revelled in it. Still the topnotcher 
of comediennes @f her class, Miss 
Pollard has something that can hold 
and satisfy them on all levels of the 
cultural ladder. 

Buck and Bubbles found no diffi- 
culty in carrying them along from 
the very start. Stubby boy’s adroit 
fingering of the keys passed off 
without much of an appreciative 
ripple, but the gags, tap dancing and 
warbling kept the laughs and plaud- 
its coming in bunches. Boys in- 
jected into their blues numbers a 
Yiddish chant that brought a mur- 
mur of amazement and a special 
vote of recognition. 

Smattering of walkees when the 
Joe Fejer musical ensemble got un- 
der way. Response was listless un- 
til the repertoire went popular. To- 
ward the close of the act, however, 
one Classical number inspired a 
substantial response, with the noisy 
enthusiasm of the few making up 
for the indifference of the many. 
Dancing of the Towns and Knott 
duo was a thing of impressive 
grace and got some recognition, but 
not as much as it merited, while the 
prima donnish soprano of Lelana 
Riviera fared moderately. Odec. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 


Only RKO house on the Coast 
boasting stage entertainment, the 
Golden Gate, is getting a _ better 
break on pictures lately and busi- 
ness is up. Current week, though 
starting off with hottest of season’s 
weather, ought to end healthily 
with U's ‘Back Street’ pulling. 

Horace Heidt’s band, the feature 
stage attraction, is playing the five 
vaude acts from pit and closing 
show with their own stage turn. 
This week band does Ravel’s ‘Bo- 
lero’ with girl dancer, and it’s one 
of the best tunes bunch has done 
in four weeks here. A number with 
bottles, glee club offering, imper- 
sonation of Helen Kane and a mili- 
tary drill are other features done 
by boys, who are clicking neatly 
with customers. 

Heat seemed to sap the ginger 
out of ticket buyers and five vaude 
turns didn’t cop any applause 
honors. Bruno Weiss trio opened 
with acrobatics and pole work. John 
Bowers, former picture player, was 
a weak deuce, a kid assistant giving 
the act whatever sock it had with 
banjo, guitar playing and singing. 
Sharon De Vries Revue, six girls, 
two men and Miss de Vries, held 
trey spot. Phil Rich did nicely 
with his old man characterizations, 
an unbilled fem aiding. Hector and 
pals, familiar dog act, next to 
shutted, doing well. Bock. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 1. 

Going into a twin bill policy, the 
Downtown has cu: its vaude bill 
from seven to five acts. Opening 
night saw little improvement in 
business with the house less than 
a third filled for the initial per- 
formance. Features are ‘Big City 
Blues’ and ‘Ride ’Em Cowboy,’ both 
Warners. 

Vaude acts are poorly selected and 
spotted. Three singing acts follow 
in sequence in the middle of the 
bill. Opening act, McKeown Fam- 
ily, tumblers, nine people, show a 
lot of bodies, but little talent. Clos- 
ing is the Kiddie Revue, a dancing 
school act of 15 kids. Youngsters 
go through the usual kid dance stuff, 











Jutside of the relatives they draw, 
ict means nothing. School is start- 
ing next week. Local theatre pa- 
trons only get this type act during 
the vacation period, when they are 
too numerous to be entertaining. 

Three acts sandwiched in between 
contain what little entertainment 
the bill has to offer. Nee Wong in 
the deuce spot okay with his fa- 
miliar uke playing and imitations. 
Novelty of a Chinese getting hot on 
rhythym is stil! good. 

Mead Anderson and Co. follow. 
Miss Anderson, a local soprano, is 
backed by the Sequoians, male 
quartet which worked in the coast 
company of ‘Girl Crazy.’ Vocal rou- 
tines are the same as the quartet 
did in the show. With a special drop 
the act looked dressed up and 
pleased moderately. 

Hill and Ammon (New Acts) next 
to closing, were the hot spot of the 
bill. Miss Ammon, a torrid blues 
singer, and Hill, a trick piano 
player, whammed their way through 
three numbers. Both are good per- 
formers and with their present ma- 
terial should get somewhere. 


Universal News clips filled out 
the bill. Call. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 31. 
Stone and Strain, assisted by 
Helen and Elsie Risoli, opened the 
vaude with an act developed locally 
at a school of dancing. Turn got a 
nice hand. On their entrance, Stone 
and Strain, men, do a routine and 


sing ‘It’s About Time.’ One of the 
femmes enters and does a hardshoe 
tap, after which boys sing. Drop 
parts showing college layout with 
1915 Ford smeared with wisecracks. 
All four do novelty dance, sing and 
go into dance fadeout. With a little 
more work this act would do. 

Harrison and Elmo are back with 
their crap game, in which one poses 
as a greenhorn, and trims the other, 
getting laughs with the language of 
the game. Their entrance is clever. 
One asks questions out of the 
‘News’ and other answers out of the 
‘Post. Everyone here knows how 
the papers ‘love’ each other. Femme 
enters and sings indifferently, but 
does better in tap number. All 
three sing ‘Good-bye Blues’ and off 
o. k. 

Jee Herbert and girl pull some 
chatter, some of it old, do a little of 
this and that, and close with dance. 

Baby Rose Marie, radio star, gets 
over, but was handicapped by se- 
leetion of songs. 

Floyd Gibbons, fastest talking 
human in the world when on the 
radio, an interesting item. Said 
that on radio usually had 10 to 13 
minutes and rehearsed several times 
in order to get in all possible, but 
on the stage he had more time and 
too fast chatter would get all tan- 
gled up. His talk had to do with 
personal experiences in China and 
Washington during the China-Jap 
and bonus wars. He spoke for over 
half an hour and held ’em. His 
radio appearances have done Floyd 
plenty of good from a _ publicity 
standpoint. The house record for 
the time Huffman has had the Or- 
pheum was broken on the opening 
day and holdouts were rule all week. 


West Masters pleased with an- 
other of his uniformly good organ 
solos, and Howard Tillotson and or- 
chestra furnished excellent music 
for the vaude. ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ 
(Radio) credited with a share of the 
nice gross. 


GRAND O. H., N. Y. 


This spot compares in operation 
with the Palace, Broadway. The 
G.O.H. spots third run film product, 
while the Palace is now Broadway’s 
third run vaude spot, playing acts 
after they show at Loew’s State, 
Paramount, Capitol, Roxy or all. 

The G.O.H. screen cvrrently is 
Metro, but the vaude is indie. Single 


screen feature is ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ (M-G). This and a 
Zasu Pitts-Thelma Todd show 


makes the spot look like a Loew 
house. 

In other respects the Grand runs 
like any regular combo except when 
it doubles features. Acts present 
include Al Gordon’s Dogs, Bobby 
Bernard, Dance Olympics and Ray- 
nor Lehr. Dance Olympics (New 
Acts) is a girl dance flash. Bernard 
now duets, this time in comedy 
chatter and songs with a brunet. 
He used to tour with three assist- 
ants in a comedy skit. 

Late afternoon show on Saturday 
(3), change day, didn’t provide as 
enthusiastic an audience or as big 
a one as has been seen here. Might 
be due to the Labor Day holiday. 
However, if the audience, which 
comprised a goodly number of kids 
and women, was not enthusiastic 
neither was the stage talent. Lehr 
has been seen to better results. Here 
with a couple of stooges, Lehr 
would fare better if absenting him- 
self from the stage during some of 
the stooge episodes. 

Opener is Gorden’s dogs, doing 
the usual. Gordon fronts in full, 
hounds appearing according to sig- 
nal. Okay turn which could meas- 
ure better with decent lighting. 
Vaude ran to 43 minutes with news- 
reel and trailers rounding out. 

Shan, 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 
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Lilly’ ditty of Mahoney's. Except 
at the opening, where it belongs, 
Eddy Duchin’s band goes to work 
to furnish the stage band accom- 
paniment for the rest of the show. 

Whole motif of the unit is radio, 
announcements of acts coming over 
the amplifiers and main setting, 
atop a building, passing for a broad- 
casting pen on atmosphere. It’s 
effective all the way. 

Mahoney’s routine is substantially 
the same as in vaude, with little 
knuckling down on time. On top 
of the ‘Lilly’ vocalthenics, there’s 
the floppo dance material and the 
xylophone number. His is one of 
the few acts that isn’t lost in the 
quarter-section open spaces of big 
picture houses. Even Mahoney’s 
personality reaches to the arctic- 
cooled loges where people are wish- 
ing they had their overcoats with 
them, despite getting exercised by 
laughs, 

Price makes a generally smooth 
showing of himself but could whittle 
down a little in spots, particularly 
on announcement bits. His trio 
adagio spasm, With the gill-size 
Price as the gal, is his strongest 
moment. Okay on his impersona- 
tions too; five of ’em. Early they’re 
of Ed Wynn and Harry Richman on 
bits. These are the best, followed 
by Chevalier, Cantor and Jolson, 

Nothing even approaching nice 
smut anywhere in the proceedings. 
Maybe it’s because the air has 
taught most of its children to be 
clean, 

Of the radio talent, only one, 
Novis, is from NBC. Mills Bros. 
and Stoopnagle and Bud are exclu- 
sive CBS attractions, while Price, 
originally on CBS, for Chase & 
Sanborn tea, has just taken on C. 
& 8S. coffee, for NBC. Eddy Duchin, 
formerly at the Central Park Casino 
has a sweet outfit, but little oppor- 
tunity. Miss Froos has been on 
both networks. She did very nicely 
Friday night. 

Picture, ‘70,000 Witnesses’ (Par), 
should materially aid the draw of 
the stage folks, especially on 
strength of word-of-mouth. No 
room for anything else on show ex- 
cepting Paramount News and usual 
trailers. Char, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 2. 

Shakeup in the house division of 
the show at the Fox, Brooklyn, 
brings back Sam Jack Kauffman as 
leader and shoves in Rosa Reo as 
organist. Kauffman is an old fav. 
at this house, and his entrance is 
the signal for a burst of applause. 
Another hand-smacking episode 
when he finally swings into jazz, 
and a third demonstration when he 
goes to the stage for a piano solo. 

Kauffman clowns it to the taste 
of the Brooklyn audience and 
reaches the heights of comedy when 
he mops his face, cleans off the 
piano, polishes his shoes and finally 
blows his nose, using the’ same 
towel. Under it all Kauffman is a 
sound conductor when not in the 
limelight and leads the rest of the 
show intelligently and without ges- 
tures, but when the spot shines he 
needs only the zinc-white map. He 
has all of the other clown tricks. 
They don’t care so much for music, 
but they respond to comedy, so he 
delivers. Proffered a nice session 
and pleased. 

Miss Reo or Rio (they spell it 
both ways) tries hard, but lacks the 
magnetism to project her person- 
ality. Her good humor lacks spon- 
taneity and does not register. In 
addition there’s the usual Fox news- 
reel and a Magic Carpet, both pro- 
jected on the wide screen. Small 
stuff fills 41 minutes with the Fan- 
chon & Marco ‘Mystery’ Idea doing 
34, and ‘The First Year’ for the 
feature, which probably is respon- 
sible for the better than usual busi- 
ness. 

Duval, a magician, who is clever 
with handkerchief production and 
manipulation, is the feature of the 
show, sinc it is partially built 
around his act, though headlines go 
to Joe and Pete Michon. Wynne 
Wayne, a blues singer, completes 
the artistic roster. 

Opening is a permanent set with 
a gallery at the rear and a set of 
modernistic stars winding their way 
to the stage with a silver fountain 
to complete the detail. Opening is 
a line of 12 girls in black trunkless 
tights and black lace bodices, an 
effective set for a routine mostly 
toe and smoothly designed. Girls 
are all good lookers and know their 
footwork. Wynne Wayne is on for 
a couple of numbers and cleans up 
with ‘Kicking the Gong.’ Nothing 
out of the ordinary, but competent, 
and the crowd went for her strong. 

Duval on next for his first crack, 
simple handkerchief work, but 
deftly done, though it is not diffi- 
cult to perceive most of his pick- 
ups if one knows where to look. 
Effective to the general spectator 
and nicely worked. 

Line back for a dance in cloth of 
gold costumes, nothing extraordi- 
nary, but well done, and then a 
close to ‘one’ for the Michons. Sailor 
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costumes suggest the usual thing, 
but they try to vary their work. 
Much of the verbal comedy sags 
here because of the size of the 
house, and not so hot where it is 
heard. Mixture of talk, acrobatics, 
knockabout and burlesque magic. 
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None of it very smooth. They break 


into ‘two’ for a moment with a 
springboard contraption for one 
trick and some fooling. Hardly 


strong enough to warrant carrying 
the springboard prop. 

Finale is back to the opening set, | 
but with most of the girls as dwarfs | 


' 
carrying huge baskets of silks | 
which conceal their height. Duval | 
produces more fabric, which is | 


placed in a cabinet back stage. At 
a shot this is taken up to reveal a 
girl in the midst of billows of silk. 
Another shot and the baskets break 
away to show the girls in white 
satin court costumes. Works 
smoothly and provides one of the 
best sock finishes in recent F-M 
Ideas, 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Sept. 2. 


Wet weather and the annual Expo 
just nosed the Imperial out of chalk- 
ing up a new house record when 
the Gaynor-Farrel duo held this 
house last week in ‘First Year’ 
(Fox). Flicker has gone to the sis- 
ter house for a second week’s run. 
Knevels’ deiuxer has ‘Horse Feath- 
ers’ (Par) to follow and still hope- 
ful of topping the record, an aim 
that is feasible, considering that the 
rear was jammed with standees at 
a last show that went on at 9:45. 


Showmanship technique supports 
a stage bill that might have wor- 
ried if not such strong screen fare 
had been offered. Despite the fea- 
ture film’s draw, Knevels has gone 
ahead and turned out a workman- 
like stage bill that gives the cash 
customers more than they deserve 
for the six-bit outlay. 


Prez opens in full-stage with 
mixed line of six boys and six girls; 
males in full dress, toppers and 
dress coats; femmes as check-girls. 
They’re on in two before a cafe 
drop with arch for hot routine and 
scrim up for a night-club set, this 
embellished by mechanical cut-outs 
of a colored band in heroic propor- 
tions. Petch and Deauville go into 
an eccentric that had a mild recep- 
tion and Holland and Knight trail 
for a class ballroom number that 
scored on flash. Boy is in tails; girl 
in black satin trimmed with white 
fox; nifty wardrobe that adds to the 


| was sure fire. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. | 

Nicely balanced presenation that 
shows class from curtain to curtain, 
Staging by Danny Dare has the 


show traveling at a fast pace. Ed- 
die Stanley, on his first week as 
m. c., scored strongly and should 
get a run out of the house. Though 


most of his material was familiar, it 
He probably figures 
that if they laughed at it in 1920, 
it’s still funny. 

Opening is minus the usual chorus 
routine. June Worth, with an acro- 


batic dance consisting mostly of 
back bends, which sold well. Ap- 
plause carried over to Stanley’s 


next introduction. Sona and Loomis, 
male acrobatic tapping and acrobat 
duo, followed. Boys should have 
been spotted farther down in the 
bill, as they proved show-stoppers, 
Team is new here and offers ma- 
terial that is fresh. 

Manual, magician, next with card 
production. This type of work, 
usually lost in a big house, landed 
neatly through Manual’s showmane 
ship. He only did the one trick. 
Chorus followed him doing several 
flower, egg and handkerchief pro- 
ductions to a tap dance accompanix« 
ment. Manual staged the number. 

Inez King came forth with a blue 
number, accompanied by Georgie 
Stoll on the violin. Miss King was 
just back from a two-week vacae 
tion, so received a good hand on her 
entrance. Singer is building as a@ 
local fav. 

Stanley and Bonnie Poe next 
Stanley clowned at the piano with 
Miss Poe, a boop-a-doop warbler 
having a tough time trying to work 
above him. He finally slowed down, 
allowing her the final chorus. 

Evelyn Preer, colored blues singer 
here three weeks ago, on for the 
finale. She sang ‘Kicking the Gong’ 
with the line backing her up with 
a hot snake hips. 

House was capacity for the 8 p.m, 
performance Thursday, opening day. 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) gets the 
credit. Full house went for the 
stage show to the limit. 

Georgie Stoll’s pit band romped 
through a medley of Harlem tunes 
for the overture to good results, 


“Ba 


with Miss King singing one chorusy.s ‘ 


When the band moves on the stage, 
Stoll does not conduct. Leader’s 





finish of the number. 


Rudy Kaye is out in one for two 
familiar pop warblings that have 
no trouble in scoring and _ scrim 
flies with girl and boy line-up back 
before the nite club set for a swift 
eccentric that pleases. Dezzo Retter 
closes first half in his standard 
self-wrestling act and gets a nice 
reception. 

Jack Holland and June Knight 
next in a class rhumba, in which 
the waltz tempo and movements 
‘ vercome any attendant torso-toss- 
ing. Girls and boys back for group- 
ings as Rudy Kaye into another vo- 
cal. Fritz and Jean Hubert back for 
a comedy drunk bit with pair in 
full-dress and identity of latter half 
of act not guessed until she doffs 
topper and shakes out golden curls. 
Turn a solid click. Janice Walker 
out for a solo high-kick bit, Holland 
and Knight back for a fast waltz 
routine ,and mixed line back for 
company round-up. 

Jack Arthur takes the baton for 
an English hunting medley, pit-band 
in hunting pinks and black caps. No 
tie-up with stage or screen, but 
number goes over with the person- 
ality of the Scot leader. Cartoon, 
organesque and newsreel plus 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). McStayv 


FOX, ’FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 27. 


Much has been written and said 
about selling seats ._ with trailers. 
But the Fox manager, Herman 
Kersken, has a new twist in his 
drama trailers that ought to be a 
tipoff for other de luxe managers 
throughout the country. 

In this show Kersken dramatized 
trailers for next week’s pair of at- 
tractions, ‘70,000 Witnesses,’ on the 
screen and tab ‘Irene’ on stage. 
‘Witnesses’ trailer is worked into 
the newsreel, while behind scrim 
screen a football player on a tread- 
mill and with neat lighting effects 
lends punch to the idea. On ‘Irene’ 
Kersken used house’s stock vocal 
chorus of 18 behind a scrim singing 
excernpi from the show as trailer 
unreeled. Both caused murmur of 
comments among audience and sold 


coming attractions if anything 
could, 
Current week’s lineup included 


Will Rogers in ‘Down to Earth’ 
with F&M’s ‘Town and Country’ 
Idea on stage and Frank and Milt 
3ritton’s band as added attractions. 
Stage frolic ran 40 minutes with 
line of 10 girls (instead of F&M’s 
previous 16) doing several noveland 
difficult routines with basket balls, 
ropes and hurdles. 


Brittons had usual hoke band 
stuff, includjng breakup _instru- 
ments, ete. Went well. Brox 
Sisters, now blonde, brunette and 
titian, pleased with group of har- 
mony numbers. Novak and Fay got 
over with comedy acro stuff, and 
Mildred Perlee contributed pair of 
dances. Finale was a ‘Rain on 
Penthouse’ scene and well done. 
Walt Roesner’s overture was ‘Mood 
Viennese,’ medley of Vienna tunes, 





nicely done, Bock. 


personality is missed. He is a feae 
tured attraction at the house and 
should be used to the fullest extent, 
Keeping up this class type ea. 
show should help the hotse. It 
make friends, though if the picture 
is a weak sister, the world’s best 
stage show means nothing. Call, 


Hollywood 


® 
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those who owe dues, 25 having jug 
been dropped for delinquency. 








Spiegelglass’ Story Quest 
Leonard Spiegelglass, Fox eg 
chief, leaves for New York on 
story and play hunt. 





Stock to ‘Rasputin’ 
Barbara Barondess jumps 
Cleveland stock into the ‘Rasp 4 
cast at Metro. 





Operating F-WC House 
Principal Theatres takes over 
F-WC’s Criterion, formerly operated 
as a downtown run house, Sept. 
Policy will be straight sound, seG=« 
ond run, 


Wants Story for Dix 
Radio wants to purchase ‘Jorgen 
son’ from Paramount for a Richara 
Dix stellar, 








‘Safari’ for Paramount 
Paramount gets ‘Safari,’ 
Hervey Fox’s story of the Nile, 


Wylie Off and On 
Paramount recalls Philip Mahe 
from New York for dialog on ‘Isl 
of Lost Souls.’ 


Pad 





Another Team on Script 
Malcolm Stuart Boylan and Ham 
vey Gates get a try at the script af 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer.’ Par has 
again taken it out of the storehouse, 


Sells One, Adapts Another 
Mayfair buys ‘Independent Ladie#” 
from Jack Neville, then assigns him 
to script of ‘Sister to Judas,’ 


Briskin East 
Sam Briskin left here for a New 
York vacation. Harry Cohen goeg 
east on his return for a Columbi& 
directors’ meeting around Oct. Ll 











Horsley with Bow 
John Horsley picked out of @ 
tested for lead in Fox’s ‘Call H@® 
Savage,’ starring Clara Bow. 
Lait Flies East 
Jack Lait flew to New York Sat 
urday (3) after fixing up scripts ke 
sold Charles Rogers and Eddie 
Small, 





LeMaire to N. Y. 
Rufus LeMaire left for New Yo 
to look over shows and story ma 
terial for Fox, 





For Lowe-McLaglen 
Both Paramount and Fox 
looking for stories suitable for EB 
mund Lowe and Victor McLagiem 





Due to ‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par). 
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HANS BIRKIE TOPS 
IZZY GASTANAGA 


By Jack Pulaski 


Two foreigners topped the card 
qnursday (1) at the Queensboro, 
where boxing was resumed after a 

o weeks. The result 





of tw 
— for Hans Birkie over / 


was a win 
Spanish Isadoro Gastanga, whose 


front handle was quickly shortened 
to Izzy. It was a shade on points 
ana won't do Herr Birkie much good 
pecause he has to go back to Ger- 
having entered the country 
larly. 

“es is the first Jewish spik in the 
fight game. He is a handsome youth, 
unmarked and can hit. That, he 
aéemonstrated recently when he 
knocked out Charley Retzlaff, the 
former Duluth ‘terror’ in round one. 
Gastanaga'’s chances in the heavy- 
weight division, however, appear to 
be doubtful since he has a tendency 
to let the other fellow do the lead- 
img. He claimed he hurt his right 
hand in the second round, in ex- 
plaining why he didn’t do better 
against Has. 

The bout went the scheduled 10 
rounds, neither man going down. 
Last round determination with both 
hands working probably caught the 
judges’ eyes in favor of Hans, but 
his blows by then were harmless. 
Several times it looked like Birkie 
was on his way out from hard wal- 
lops, but somehow he came through 
with the bell close at hand. 

There was some dissatisfaction 
over the decision because Birkie was 
on the bicycle most of the way. He 
was not easy to hit, backing away 
from clinches which are Izzy's meat. 
Most of the limited crowd were fe!- 
low-countrymen on either side, the 
balance figuring on Gastanaga pull- 


ing another kayo win without 
trovblie. That brought about the 
disappointment. 


Semi-final, also between heavies, 
did not last a round, but it was ex- 
citing as far as it went between 
Marty Fox of the East Side and 
Mike Sankovitch of Passaic. Fox 
has a right cross which, when it 
lands, rings the gong. He tagged 
Mike with a left that hurt and he 
slumped down with the accompany- 
ing right. The Jersey mugg got up 
only to be dropped again. Pain- 
fully rising and out on his feet the 
referee stopped it. 

On Sept. 19 the Garden Bowl will 
entertain with Max Schmeling and 
Mickey Walker, the top to be $11. 
Schmeling, now that the title is no 
longer his, is expected to be busy 
@uring the season to clearly estab- 
lish his right to fight Jack Sharkey 
next summer again for the heavy- 
weight crown. Garden itself due 
to resume indoor cards this Wednes- 
day (7). 


Reno’s Country Club 
May Become Roadhouse 


Reno, Sept. 5. 

Reports are current that the ex- 
tensive property of the Reno Golf 
and Country Club, including a very 
fine clubhouse, may be taken over 
in the near future by the McKay- 
Graham syndicate, the big shots of 
Reno’s gambling and catering. 

The golf club, formed some 15 
years ago as a recreational park for 
local business leaders and for visit- 
ing divorce seekers, has been in a 
bad way financially for the past 
three or four years and was recently 
thrown open as a public course. 
Memberships that once sold for $250 
to $500 are now available to any 
Club swinger for $4 a month but 
still there’s not enough to pay the 
interest, and it is possible that high 
balls as well as golf balis will be 
rolling around the course in the 
near future, 

In the day before dude ranches 
were parked in every secluded vyal- 
ley near Reno, the golf club was 
the town’s leading attraction for 
visiting divorce seekers but the 
visitors now prefer to ride horses 
and punch cows. Consequently 
green fees are nil but the club house 
is ideal for a swanky night club to 
take the place of the Willows that 
burned down a few months ago. 





Geo. Lait Now Catering 
To L. A.’s Hungry Mob 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Restaurant in the Fox Uptown 


building is now owned by George | 


Lait, son of Jack Lait, who fore- 
closed a mortgage he held on the 
fixtures, and then purchased them. 


Mortgage, for $400, was given by | viclinist, 
Alice M. Peters, when she bought! non-prof. Oct. 
Miss Byrne appeared in vaude as a 
child aciress. 


the property from Mrs. 
Milton, Lait’s mother-in-law. 


| 





Elizabeth | 





Breaking In 





San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Exclusive fem apparel shop 
has installed an old-time bar, 
brass rail 'n’ all, so the gals 
can practice up on elbow bend- 
ing before, and if, repeal ar- 
rives. Lemonade the strongest 
beverage so far. 

Barkeeper, without handle- 
bar mustache, was selected out 
of many applicants because he 
has that appearance. 














DRESS HOUSE PLAYING 
WITH BROADWAY IDEAS 


Bringing Broadway to 34th street 
is an idea being mulled by a Greeley 
Square dress house. Idea is to in- 


ject a theatrical tone into the store, 
including an orchestra, models, tie- 
ups with shows for window dis- 
plays and exploitation in the the- 
atrical vein. 

Store wants to do away with sell- 
ing on the main floor, this space to 
be turned over entirely to lounges, 
rest rooms, models and trickily at- 
tired sales people. Actual selling 
would be on the upper floors. 

House is also talking to a well 
known theatrical costumer to take 
over the clothes designing end. 
Windows would be turned over to 
live models wearing clothes from 
shows, with the shows heavily 
plugged as a return, 

A press agent has been called in 
to line things up and the program 
is being laid out with a view to 
starting it off in November. 


Police Keep Mitts Off as 
2nd Turtle Track Opens 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Expected police interference failed 








BORRAHW'LL BE BORRAH 
OR ‘THAT FALSE ALARM’ 


Simce Magistrate Greenspan dis- 
missed the disorderly conduct 
charge against William B. Murray, 28 
East 64th street the lowdown on how 
the NBC booking exec landed in the 
hoosegow can be told. It seems 
that everything Borrah Minevitch 
lays his hands on means publicity. 


In this case the harmonica maes- 
tro, who incidentally is coming un- 
der N. B. C. management, laid his 
hands on a fire alarm box on 47th 
street and Broadway, right in front 
of the Mayfair theatre, at 4 a. m. 
one morning two weeks ago and 
brought out a flock of fire engines. 
Whenever there’s a midtown fire 
call in the theatrical sector that 
means three companies or so, at 
least, which explains why the Fire 
Commissioner is peeved at any 
early-in-the-yawning disturbances, 
not to mention that it breaks up 
the fire boys’ beauty slumber. 


Minevitch, Eddie Elkins, orches- 
tra leader, and Murray were carous- 
ing and decided to make for a chili 
spot on the corner opposite the 
Mayfair when the former happened 
to lean against the post accident- 
ally. The next thing they knew the 
Square was full of fire apparatus 
and a deputy fire chief accom- 
panied by an _ identifying night 
hawk taxi driver, came into the 
chili restaurant where they had re- 
paired, and identified Murray as the 
fire-alarm ringer. Anyhow, that’s 
their story. 

It may be that Murray’s yen for 
a trick hat which Minevitch had 
been sporting until then, compli- 
cated the NBC booking head. Any- 
way, that was the means of identfi- 
cation. 

Julius Kendler, routed from bed 
early in the morning, obtained post- 
ponement for a week, and at the 








to materialize at the opening of 
Hollywood's second turtle racing 
Plant Friday night (2). Plant is 
operated by the Turtle Jockey Club. 
Fiir-sized crowd turned out for the 
inaugural, with most of them in 
on free ducats. Wagering was light. 

Terrapins are sold to patrons at 
$2 each, with a two-buck re-entry 
fee. Winner cops $50; place $15; 
show $10. Five $5 prizes are also 
given. 

‘Red’ Corcoran me’s the enter- 
tainment between races, 





Coast’s Phantom Inn 


San Francisco, Sept. 5. 


Hundred miles up the pike in 
Clear Lake country stands one of 
the West’s flossiest hotels, a hos- 
telry that to the passing autoist 
looks like the swellest thing this 
side of the Mississippi. 

Only one catch to it. Hotel hasn’t 
a light, doorknob, stick of furniture, 
floor or tenants. It’s what the na- 
tives, borrowing an epigram from 
the Marx Brothers, call a ‘stucco 
hotel.” They were stuck for shares 
in the $650,000 structure built four 
years ago when real estate pro- 
moters promised purchasers of 
property and stock the finest inn in 
the country. 

But the property is okay. It’s on 
a lake where there are fish and near 
hills where there are game. And 
the shell hotel looks good, anyway. 


MARRIAGES 


Benjamin S. Schwartz, theatrical 
publisher, New York, and Mae 
Euster, Philadelphia, have filed mar- 
riage intentions at Greenwich, 
Conn. 

‘Gustave E. McCune, theatre man- 
ager, and Doris A. Hanover, both 
of New York, applied at Greenwich, 
Conn., for a marriage license. 

Mildred F. Sanders, musician, and 
Forrest H. Johnson, both of New 
York, applied for a marriage license 
at Greenwich, Conn. 

Virginia Gardiner to Roy S. Dur- 
stine in New York, Oct. 31. Bride 
is a freelance radio singer; bride- 
groom is general manager and v.p. 
in charge of radio of the Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn ad 
agency. 

Jacob Edwin Hines, Minerva, O.., 
orchestra leader, to Helen Irene Fin- | 
ley in Cleveland, Aug. 20. 

Blanche Yvonne Farnsworth 
Francis Weldon in Los Angeles, | 
Aug. 30. Bridegroom is a legit pro- | 
ducer. 

Aisla Byrne, daughter of the late | 
Paul Byrne, orchestra leader ane; 

will wed D. M. Russell, | 
22, at Richmond, ra 
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trial created doubt in Judge Green- 
span’s mind as to the identity of 
the person, resulting in a discharge 
by the Court, 

Murray was in the hoosegow for 
several hours until Minevitch made 
the rounds of all the nite restau- 
rants to dig up $500 in cash for his 
bail which Magistrate Michael A. 
Ford in West Side Court fixed origi- 


Eclipse Hurts 


The eclipse last week was the 
greatest free show on earth, with 
the Times square sector a curious 
sight of gaping and gawking peas- 
ants with their chins to the skies. 

It hurt theatre biz, the scheduled 
4.34 p. m. for the total eclipse, see- 
ing a minimum of theatre patron- 
age. It also jazzed up the midtown 
personnel staffs, with switchboards, 
etc., going democratic as the boys 
and girls turned to smoked glass. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Taft Schreiber, son, 
at Cedars of Lebanon hospital, 
Hollywood, Aug. 21. Father is vice- 
president and coast manager of the 
Music Corporation of America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Manny Brown, son, 
Aug. 28, in Los Angeles. Father is 
an independent producer a: Metro- 
politan Studios, Hollywood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold M. Bone, 
daughter, Aug. 30, in New Havea. 
Father is an advertising man there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Roland, son, 
Sept. 3, in Los Angeles. Father isa 
radio performer, mother is the for- 
mer Ruth Cummings, Metro scenar- 
ist, and.a niece of Louis Mayer. 
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RENO CONSERVATIVE 


Tired of Endiess Flops, Modest 
Labor Day Gala Staged 








Reno, Sept. 5. 
Taking no chances on pulling an- 
other flop, Reno contented itself 
with a modest Labor day weekend 
celebration, in which the most 
expensive attraction was a_  10- 
round boxing match between a 
couple of third raters, supported by 
a ecard of lesser lights in the fistic 
worid. 
In order to give the customers a 
run for their money about a dozen 
candidates for various offices, all 
wet and proud of it, spoke on the 
devression and the need for more 
and cheaper beer. 
The local labor unions had 
charge of the celebration and it 
did not run in the red as there was 
enough dough taken in at the gate 
to pay the fighters and that con- 
stituted the only expense item. 
Every other celebration Reno at- 
tempted this year has been a fi- 





nancial flop of considerable pro- 
portions, 
- 
Exploitations 





(Continued from page 19) 


atre, as Norristown and its senea- 
tional trial were not far from Read- 


ing. 





Changing Stills 

Oddity in lobby material is always 
to be desired and a good one-timer 
is the changeable still easel. This 
is a compoboard panel set into a 
frame with an opening at the top 
just large enough to show a still. 
Rest of the board is painted with 
Ssules copy for the picture. 

Back of this board is a wheel on 
which are mounted as many stills 
as it will contain, each so placed 
that it will fill the opening as the 
back board is revolved by a knob in 
the center of the front panel. In- 
structions direct the reader to ‘Turn 
the knob to see an array of strik- 
ing scenes from this unusual fea- 
ture.’ Most people are sufficiently 
curious to turn the knob and the 
effort required centers attention on 
the feature being advertised, 





Changeable Banner 

Neat banners with changeable 
letters can be made on a foundation 
of screen cloth, preferably of copper 
wire. The frame is made of 1x2 
lath or slightly heavier lumber to fit 
the space to be filled. After the 
frame is made it is bent slightly by 
putting a piece of 2x4 under each 
end and drawing the center down 
with clamps. The streen cloth is 
tacked tightly at both ends, then 
the clamps are loosened and in 
springing back the frame stretches 
the cloth tightly. It is then tacked 
along the long edges and finished 
with narrow half round and painted. 
Compoboard letters of the proper 
size are cut out and provided with 
from two to four short lengths of 
copper wire at the back. These are 
pushed through the meshes in the 
screen and bent back. The letters 
should be given a different color 
treatment at each use and can be 
employed repeatedly. The copper 
can be given a light coat of black 
paint to tone it down or it will 
weather down in a short time. Ef- 
fect is unsupported letters which 
are much more sightly than the 
usual painted banner. 


Get Back Programs 


With business conditions better- 
ing, it's a good time to start in 
printing the weekly program if these 
have been discontinued because of 
the cost. Live wires laid off the 
cost of the programs through the 
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"Round the Square 











morning and stays late each nite. 
‘I’ve seen 10 World's Fairs, 15 
fights and a nail-driving contest. It 





Like the Good Old Days 


Colorful figure and heavy spender at the Canadian National Exhibition, 
Toronto, is Rufus Jeff, centenarian millionaire, who goes early every 


world’s heavyweight championship 
sorta tops the experiences by seeing 


greatest annual exposition in the world,’ says one who, as a youth, ac- 


quired great stores of placer gold. 

‘I never invested money in anything,’ he asserts. ‘I made a good stake 
| 65 years ago and I’ve been spendin’ it ever since. It's drawn interest | 
right along and I’ve got about the same amount of capital now as I had 
to start With because I’ve always kept myself down to never lettin’ loose 
of more than $1,900 in one week!’ | 


In the good old days when Alder Gulch, Montana, was being stripped | 


| 


Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 





A COLUMNIST TURNS PO8d- 
TICIAN, 





Enroute with F. D. R. 
We had the honor of being asked 
on a week-end trip up state with 
the Governor and party. Accepted, 
of course, and when people pointed 
me out as m. c. many whispered, 
“My, how Eddie Dowling’s changed.” 





Those Political Parties 
The first thing you receive ©) 
one of these trips is a badge. Whe 
it means, you don’t know, but yo: 
smile and wear it. It at least re- 
min@s you what party you're fo 
Holding the Bags 

When a recent revue failed to pa) 
off, your spy happened to be back 
stage. One lady of the compan) 
screamed at the manager, ‘If I don’t 
get paid, how’m I going to get out 
of my hotel room?’ 

Little Lou Mann, standing in the 
back of the huddle remarked, ‘And 
how am I going to get out of my 
hotel lobby?’ 





They Should Let Them Stay 

At an opening night recently dur- 
ing intermission the cops chased six 
of those white-coated ‘Good Humor 
salesmen away. We begged th: 
police, after seeing the first act, tha’ 
the least they could do is let thc 
audience have some humor ovtsid 
the theatre, 





Suggestion 

What the theatre needs more tha> 

new faces is new managers. 
Tough Times 

And just to show how toug! 
things are in vaudeville, Gov. Roose- 
velt opened Friday morning at Proc- 
tor’s Schenectady to half a house 





Ostermania 

Being a Democrat over the week- 
end knocked us out....And in 
Schenectady... .It’s tou_h enough to 
play there when you get paid.... 
Gus Van sang the theme song, ‘Row, 
Row, Row, with Roosevelt’....% 
Everybody knew the words bu 
Roosevelt....Somebody kept hand- 
ing me cigars and after trying t: 
smoke the first cne I warned him 
to lay off or I'd vote for Hoover.... 
So he bought me three more... 
ARE YOU READING? 





depression to the stores, giving on<« 
or more merchants the back pag< 
for a sum sufficient to defray th 
cost of the program. Others jusg 
dropped them, 

Programs are a valuable asset 

provided they are made worth while, 
but too many of the recent pro- 
grams carry only press book cuts of: 
the various attractions and are 
nothing more than the newspaper 
ads privately printed and dis- 
tributed. 
. Programs of-real value carry suf- 
ficient reading matter to put them 
in demand, and the best are as well 
edited as a fan magazine, 

The chief idea should be to carry 
local stuff, personal items, wher: 
the theatre’s clientele is small, anc. 
local items where the town is larger. 
A couple of tickets a week for th 
best local items contributed by 
patron and a couple more for th: 
best non-news feature will give tr: 
house something people will ask fo 
and read after they get it. Get bus. 
again, 





Auditions 
Hustler who stands pretty clos. 
to the local radio station heard ca 
kick recently to the effect that ap- 
plications for auditions were so nu- 
merous as to be bothersome. 
Manager has done enough an- 
nouncing to know many of the 
trieks, and he offered to take the 
strain off the station if they would 
refer all applicants to him, with the 
proviso that they call only at cer- 
tain hours. 
He interviews all who come, ad- 
vises them as to the sort of selec- 
tions to use, tests their voices over 
his public address system and in the 
case of promising material he works 
with the aspirants until they are 
qualified to go on the air. 
Station listens in only on th 
last audition and generally gives a 
okay. All the manager asks in re- 
turn is an occasional gratis appear- 





ance at the theatre, generally fiv: 
nivhts, in different weeks. Duds 
are turned down so tactfully they 
| keep on being friends with the 


house, so it works well all around. 


VANDALISM 


Dallas, Sept. 5. 


of $300,000,000 treasure of placer gold, young Rufus Jeff prospected Snow- | Yeges swiped safe of Crystal at 
shoe Gulch, west of the Continental Divide, and struck enormous pay.| Gonzales, Tex. and dropped it in a 
He told no one of his find and had a head start when the stampede | swimming pool, minus $20@ week- 
came. send take. 
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VARIETY 

















East 


Usher at Loew's Lexington was 





on the fire escape for air when he 
saw a woman stab herself in an 
apartment house. Notified the po- 
lice, who found the wound not 
serious. 





Government men get a warm wel- 
come in Allentown, Pa., when they 
raid a hotel. Crowd chased them 
up to the roof and then set fire to 
their auto. 

Fannie Brice back from summer 
in Europe. 








About 2,000,000 New Yorkers went 
out of towh over Labor Day and 
500,000 from out of town came here. 





Marconi engineers demonstrated 
in England last week a new tele- 
vision idea. Messages were flashed 
ona screen at the rate of 120 words 
a minute. Demonstration at York, 
with messages received in Australia, 
11,000 miles away. 





Rowland Stebbins thinking about 
*After the Fireworks,’ an adaptation 
by Ernest Boyd of a story by Aldous 
Huxley. 





Walter C. Kelly now favored for 
the lead in Max Anderson's produc- 
tion of ‘Both Houses.’ 





Three men, arrested for passing 
the hat after a band concert on a 
Brooklyn subway station, were ar- 
raigned before Alfred E. Steers. 
Magistrate appointed a committee 
of newspaper men to hear them 
play and pass on their merits. Re- 
port earned them a suspended sen- 
tence, though one reporter voted to 
hang the saxophonist, 





Body of Smith Reynolds exhumed 
last week to permit an autopsy. 
Finding reveals that shot was fired 
at close range. 





Mrs. John Hay Whitney and Mrs. 
Jane Washington, Washington so- 
ciety prominents, in competition for 
the only victure theatre in Middle- 
burg, Va. Only one site available, 
and Mrs. Whitney has that, 





Mrs. Emma Swift Hammerstein, 
widow of the late Oscar Hammer- 
stein, suing her stepson, Arthur, for 
$100,000 breach of contract, al- 
leging his promise to support her 
for life on condition she remain in 
Europe. Last October he sent her 
money for passage to N. Y., since 
which time, she avers, he has been 
remiss in his payments. Last winter 
she claims she sold apples on a 
street corner. Motion for examina- 
tion before trial. 


Fay Webb Vallee left New York 
Friday (2) to split the legal bands 
to the singer. Probably Reno. 








Felix Salmond, concert ‘cellist, 
applies to New York Supreme Court 
for a reduction of the $600 monthly 
‘alimony paid his wife. Latter, 
known to the stage as Lillian Sal- 
mond, is charged with neglecting 
their 19-year-old daughter and per- 
mitting her to live with a man. 
: Salmond pleads reduced income. 
Court allowed Mrs. Salmond $500 
counsel fees to defend suit. 


Bobby Sanford takes his show- 
boat ‘“ea to Newburgh and Pough- 
keepsie tonight (6) for one day 
only, 








. Five young men came over from 

New Jersey Friday (2) and took in 
the burlesque show at the Eltinge. 
Becomin: boisterous, they were 
asked to leave. A scrap started and 
someone sent in a riot call which 
brought five police cars and a gun 
squad. Patrons charge that EF. M. 
Mehderian, megr., and Frank Curley 
assaulted them, 





George Burton will stage ‘Absent 
Father’ f.r Kenny & Leavitt, 





Penthouse cafe on Park avenue 
raided Friday (2) and some 200 bot- 
tles confiscated. About 25 patrons 
ousted. 





Henry Morrison, of Dubois, Pa., 
has risen from the grave. Stayed 
put for 37 days and claims the rec- 
ord. Endurance stunt. 





‘Stork Club, with its silver bar ’n’ 
everything, falls to the police in- 
stead of the Feds, Neighbors made 
complaint it was too close to St. 
Patrick’s cathedral. Fittings repre- 
sent about $50,000. Mariso Vec- 
chione, alleged manager, and four 
others took the punch, Guests just 
pushed out after they paid their 
checks, 
___—-— 

United Cigar Stores thrown into 
receivership because of its realty 
branch. Latter has been a serious 
drag on the parent concern, lately. 
Had many theatre’ deals which 
flopped. 





John M. Casey, for the past 28 
years theatrical censor of Boston, 
to retire Nov. 1, on a pension. Much 
consulted by producers during re- 
hearsal beczuse of his nice judg- 
ment. 





Viola Dobos, Hungarian dancer, 
who outstayed her permit, sailed 
for home, but not as a deportee. 


Irving Sherman and Benny Marden, 


of the Riviera, where she had 
danced, advanced money for the 
steamer fares for herself and 
mother, 





Actors’ Dinner Club, which has 
served more than 45,000 meals to 
unemployed actors, near the end 
unless fresh funds are acquired. 
Has about exhausted backing with- 
in the profession and must appeal 
to outside if it is to continue. 





Brauhaus, cabaret in Jackson 
Heights, refused an _ injunction 
against efforts of police to close 
the place. Department pointed out 
29 arrests and five convictions for 
Volstead law violaiions and judge 
refused to intervene. 





Supreme court, White Plains, 
rules that Harry Richman must 
submit to examination before trial 
in the suit for $2,000 brought 
against him by Glazier Lampke. 
Latter is a lawyer and claims un- 
paid services in connection with the 
explosion on Richman’s yacht. 





Lee Morton, former Tex Guinan 
chorine, killed in a three-way auto 
collision at Gulfport, Miss., in which 
four met death. 





Mrs. Lucinda Reichenbach, widow 
of the late Harry Reichenbach, back 
from Europe to assist in the filming 
of ‘Phantom Fame,’ by Radio. 





Eclipse brings some new theories 
as to radio waves. Short-wave ex- 
periment to determine if signals 
grew stronger during the dark 
period upset the old idea. Signals 
ceased entirely shortly before total- 
ity and did not resume for 45 mins. 





Third season of ‘Green Pastures’ 
started in Boston yesterday (5). 





Mrs. Louise Dinehart, divorced 
wife of Alan Dinehart, is suing in 
the Supreme court, Floral Park, L. L., 
to compel Fox Films to pay her the 
actor’s salary of $646 a week to in- 
sure payment of her $150 weekly 
alimony. Dinehart is $4,864 in ar- 
rears. The court last March signed 
an order making Mrs. Dinehart re- 
ceiver, but she now complains that 
Fox is not aiding her. Dinehart 
continues to receive his salary in 
Los Angeles. 


Yale graduates present West 
Point military academy with a set 
of 15 pictures made by Yale and 
Pathe on American history. A trib- 
ute to the memory of the late Cadet 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 








Army and Navy together again on 
football. Will play a game Dec. 3 
at Franklin Field, Phila. 





Joseph Hergesheimer sails for 
Europe, where a man can take it or 
leave it alone. Says that over here 
he is a social leper because he re- 
fuses to drink bathtub gin. 





Raffaele De Riggi re-engaged as 
conductor of Westchester symphony 
orch, Grace Moore will be soloist at 
first concert Oct. 15 in the County 
Center. 





Arbitration board awards two 
weeks’ salary to 11 Equity chorus 
girls who rehearsed for ‘Thanks a 
Lot.’ Show never opened. 





Estate of late Florenz Ziegfeld 
sued in Quebec court for $4,382. De- 
tails not given, but the producer 
had a camp at Lake Edward, from 
whence the suit emanates. 





Anne Caldwell, who obtained a 
$50,000 verdict from John W. Hub- 
bard for breach of promise, is broke. 
Announced she was going to salt 
the award down, but the 1929 break 
found her, 





Agnes O’Laughlin, showgirl who 
sued Rudy Vallee for breach, asking 
$100,000, quits suit. Took less than 
$5,000, it is reported. 





Owing to stage-hand trouble, ‘An- 
other Language’ company intended 
for Chicago will break in at Roches- 
ter instead of Buffalo. Opens Thurs- 
day (8). 





Arch Selwyn has just bought a 


play from Frances Marion. Titled 
‘Wide Awake.’ No production plans 
announced, but he wants Mary 


Boland, 





Laurel and Hardy back home, 





Ameranglo Corp., British concern, 
suing Walt Disney for $13,500 dam- 
ages. Filed in N. Y. Supreme court 
last week. Claim arises out of 
change in the distribution of Mickey 
Mouse and Silly Symphony car- 
toons. 





Mrs.. Sara Caiati, wife of Mario 
Caiati, ’cellist in the Philharmonic, 
before a referee last week over her 





alimony, which the musician wished 
reduced. She told that the husband 
gave entirely too much of his time 
to his accompanist, Frida Brando- 
line, but he contended that it was 
all her imagination and that her ob- 
session had broken up his home. 
They were separated in Dec., 1930, 
when she was awarded $25 a week. 
In view of the times, the referee, 
Lawrence B. Cohen, cut it down 
to $7. 





Burlesque war over. Abe Minsky 
has shut his Gaiety and will go 
back to the Central with his brother 
Herbert, 





Alberto Carillo has compromised 
his $100,000 suit against W. M. 
Royall for $1,000. Suit arose over a 
mix-up in the apartment of Audrey 
Dale (not the actress of that name), 
where Carillo got a black eye. He 
first named Miss Dale as defendant, 
but switched to the millionaire. Ar- 
gentine actor imported to replace 
the late Valentino, but without suc- 
cess, 





Charlotte Lund, soprano, who re- 
tired from the stage eight years ago, 
filed a petition in bankruptcy last 
week. Liabilities $8,600 against $400 
assets. Spent all her funds trying 
to get a start as singing teacher. 


Beaver Gross, parachute jumper 
with a carnival, fell 1,500 feet with 
his balloon at Norristown, Pa., Aug. 
30. His balloon was leaky and col- 
lapsed, carrying him tangled in the 
wreckage. Fall broken by telegraph 
wires and he was not badly hurt, 





George Harvey has filed incor- 
poration papers in Albany for the 
All-in-One ad service. Combines his 
own motion picture ad service, Cir- 
cle Press and Century photo en- 
graving. 





Clyde Beatty to go into the pic- 
tures. Will be starred in a feature 
by Universal. 





Cornelia Otis Skinner coins ‘solo 
dramas’ for her monologs, 





Peggy Rich, wife of Freddie Rich, 
gets $60 a week alimony, marked 
down from $500. Counsel fees cut 
from $7,500 to $500. Mrs. Rich is 
the former Peggy Lawton. 





Dorothy “Stone to be given her 
own show following ‘Smiling Faces,’ 
Shuberts’ will back. 





Radio Commission holds that 
broadcasters have the right to re- 
fuse use of the wiv-e to political 
candidates, but adds that such a 
policy would be short-sighted, 





George White to follow ‘Scandals’ 
with ‘Melody’ at the Apollo. Writ- 
ten by Romberg, Caesar and Car- 
penter, 





Shuberts announce that Belasco 
& Curran will do ‘Best Years’ on 
the Coast if it’s a hit here, 





Apprentice projectionists in Local 
306 voted $300,000 to Sam Kaplan to 
help in his closed shop fight for 306. 
Kaplan refused. Money is initia- 
tion fees of the apprentices, held in 
escrow until they become full- 
fledged members, 


Coast 


Violin made of 2,750 matches has 
been brought from South Africa by 
Jascha Heifetz, who has arrived in 
Los Angeles, as a gift for his son. 











After a $63,000 judgment in favor 
of Richard Barthelmess had been 
set aside, actor was granted a mo- 
tion for a new trial of his $72,223 
stock suit against Dallas S. Squire, 
William Cavalier & Co., and Gerald 
E. Arbuckle. Barthelmess charges 
Squire with disposing of stock to 
the Cavalier company, through Ar- 
buckle, without authority. 





Trial of Harold Robinson, pub- 
lisher, charged with attempt to ex- 
tort money through threats of 
printing damaging articles, post- 
poned in L. A. by illness of the de- 
fendant. 





Bench warrant issued in L. A. 
calling for the arrest of Jack John- 
son, ex-heavyweight champ, who 
failed to appear for trial on six 
wage complaints, Bail fixed at $50 
on each count, 





Murrel Finley, actress, has left 
for New York. Reported separation 
from her husband, Edward Cron- 
jager, cameraman, may be per- 
manent, 





Trial starts in Los Angeles of 
suit against Doris Kenyon Sills and 
Edwin Carewe in which the Cali- 
fornia Standard Finance  Corp., 
seeks to collect on a $10,000 prom- 
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Cornelius Cole, grandson of late U. 
S. Senator. 

Miss Kenyon asserts she was per- 
suaded to sign the note while suf- 
fering from the shock of her hus- 
band’s death, Carewe allezes Stand- 
ard solicited his signature, explain- 
inz that the time allowed for pay- 
ment would be extended for an in- 
definite period. 





New faces in the film colony are 
expected next month, Stuart Erwin 
has admitted that his wife, June 
Collyer, expects the stork next 
month. Likewise, Carl Laemmle's 
daughter, Rosabelle Laemmle Berg- 
erman, is preparing the bassinet, 





Hazel : ‘ills’ film career and health 
were damaged to the amount of 
$9,500, jury decided in Los Angeles 
in suit against Dr. Karl Ross. 
Plaintiff charged that scars on her 
leg resulted from treatment for 
varicose veins. 





Charge of hit-and-run driving 
lodged against Frank Fay, who was 
released under $1,500 bail,  dis- 
missed. ’Frisco occupants of other 
car refused to testify. 





Doris Kenyon Sills must fulfill 
agreement as guarantor on {$10,000 
promissory note, Superior Judge 
Douglas Edmonds, Los Angeles, 
ruled in ordering stricken out 
actress’ supplemental answer to suit 
brought against her, Cornelius Cole 
and Edwin Carewe, also guarantors 
on a Cole note, Balance due is 
$9,933.36. 





Rodney Pantages and his wife, 
Veryl, defeated field of 50 racers in 
their respective classes in south- 
western outboard regatta at Lake 
Elsinore, Calif. 





Engagement of Elsie Tarron, On- 
tario, to Andy Clyde announced by 
bride-to-be’s mother, Will wed in 
September, 





As soon ag financial arrangeménts 
are made, Bobbe Arnst will file suit 
in Los Angeles for divorce from 
Johnny Weissmuller, 





Buster Keaton is understood to 
be purchasing a twin-motor over- 
land cruiser, built originally at a 
cost of $52,000, in which he will 
make a personal appearance tour. 





Eddie Brandstatter pleads not 
guilty on charge of theft of equip- 
ment from Montmartre cafe, Hol- 
lywood, Trial in Superior court is 
set for Sept. 19. 





Thief robbed Hollywood apart- 
ment of Leo Carrillo of jewelry 
valued at $2/0. 





Following an alleged automobile 
crash, John A, MacDonald, director, 
arrested on a drunkenness charge. 





Victor McLaglens are sued in 
L. A. for two two-year-old doctors’ 
bills totalling $300. 





San Diego man sues Oliver Mo- 
rosco in L. A. charging producer 
owes him $1,271 on notes and ex- 
penditures, 





Fault finding was basis of divorce 
suit won in Reno by Vida Hurst 
Osterstrom, Kansas City novelist, 
from Carl G. Osterstrom, 





Tom Mix led the equestrian divi- 
sion of the parade celebrating the 
15lst birthday of Los Angeles. Par- 
ticipating in the World’s Congress 
of Rough Riders and Rodeo, held 
in connection with La Fiesta, were 
Bill Hart, Harry Carey and Mix. 





Coppers should stay on their 
beats, and not double in brass on 
the screen, thereby taking work 
away from actors, according to a 
protest filed with the Los Angeles 
police commission by Mrs. P. De- 
long, wife of an actor. 





California Supreme court denies 
alternative writ of mandate, which 
would prohibit an initiative racing 
measure on the November ballot. 
Proposal would create a board to 
regulate racing and system of bet- 
ting. 





Commission of 10% on earnings of 
$2,033 is asked in L. A. Municipal 
court suit filed by Collier & Flinn, 
assignees for Ruth Collier, Ine., 
against Andre de Segurola, 





John Preston, stage actor, and his 
wife have asked police to hunt for 
a prowler, who they believe at- 
tempted to break into their Holly- 
wood home and kidnap their 19- 
month-old son. 


Harold L. Menjou, son of the 
screen actor’s ex-wife, was acquit- 
ted on a charge of driving while in- 
toxicated, by a jury which failed to 
reach a verdict on-the murder ac- 











of the youth’s femme compani 
an auto accident. I On in 





4 - Supe 
Judge Charles S. Burnell pi 
second trial Sept. 26, on murder 
charge. ? 
DeWitt B. Vanderlip, th 
owner, is charged, in re at 


‘ ’ & complai 
issued at the district attorney's - 


fice, Los Angeles, with presenting a 
false claim and obtaining $6 800 
from an insurance company for ‘the 
loss of diamonds valued at $10,759 
during an alleged robbery. ites 

Harry Carey’s $15,000 ranch home 
in San Francisquito Canyon, near 
Saugus, Cal., razed by fire. Only a 
few paintings and Indian relics 
saved, 





John Barrymore and Dolores Cog. 
tello Barrymore have been granteq 
permission by U. S. District Judge 
Cosgrave in L. A. to appeal to the 
Circuit court for a reversal of the 
findings of special master in equity 
William Hazlett, disallowing the 
Barrymores ’preferential rights over 
other creditors in connection with a 
loan of $159,492 to the Guaranty 
Building and Loan association. 





Municipal Judge Kenney, Los An. 
geles, has ruled that a man arrest. 
ed as a shill is not entitled to dam- 
ages from his employer. Decision 
rendered in case of Harry David 
and a south main street show. 


Mid-West 


Cinema Art, northside sure-seater, 
reopened with German pictures, 
It’s Ufa’s Chicago outlet. 











Milan Lusk, 39, violinist, died in 
Prague, Czecheslovakia, of stomach 
disorder. He lived in Wilmette, 
near Chicago, 





Charles E. James, 30, manager of 
the Jdmes and Nelson Negro Air 
Circus, of Jacksonville, Fla., was 
killed in a crash near Gary, Ind., 
while putting on a show. There 
were 1,000 witnesses to the tragedy. 





Clay County, Neb., said ‘What's 
the use?’ and voted no fair this fall, 
for the first time in 54 years, 





J. B. Foster, Omaha, before the 
bar of justice for forging securities 
belonging to his mother-in-law, 
blamed miniature golf for his 
troubles. When the vogue was 
going strong so was Foster. When 
it petered out, he did, too. His wife 
has also sued him for divorce. 





Antoinette Donnelly, of the Chi- 
cago ‘Tribune,’ devoted a column ‘to 
the prettiness of Mitzi Green—her 
dress, lunch and domestic talents. 





Patricia Collinge will enact the 
Dorothy Stickney role in the Chi- 
cago version of ‘Another Language.’ 
Miss Stickney’s illness necessitated 
the keeping in New York of Laura 
Staub, intended for Chicago, 





Ada Paggi, mezzo-soprano for- 
merly with the defunct Chicago 
Civic Opera, qualifies as an Ameri- 
can citizen, Final papers come 
later. 





Kenneth G. Smith, head of Pepso- 
dent and employer of Amos ‘’N’ 
Andy, was a victim of an official 
‘accident’ when his yacht was 
boarded by a raiding party and 281 
bottles of choice wines grabbed. 
Chicago authorities then decided to 
await word from Washington be- 
fore proceeding. 





Vera Bruce, protege of the late 
Lillian Lietzel, will be the second 
wife of Alfred Codona. Both are 
with the Ringling show. Codona 
was Miss Lietzel’s husband. 





Air’s Advantage 





(Continued from page 1) 


back stage. It’s underwritten by 
conservative and stable radio and 
advertising agency auspices, ahd 
has every economic and other ad- 
vantages to beat any sort of stage 
engagement, 

On top of that, with acquired ra- 
dio name and fame, the performer 
can extend him or herself with sup- 
plementary personal appearance 
bookings at fancy coin. 
Under the most distressed eco- 
monic condition which this country 
has faced, it is further impressed on 
everybody that some of the biggest 
money was made by the radio ar- 
tists who clicked. 

Perhaps the most singular in- 
stance of this is the veteran show- 
man, Ben Bernie, who has been 
around in show biz through the hey- 
day of vaudeville, the height of 
class nite club spending sprees and 
the rise of the dance bands, and 
never got a real break until the 
past two years. 

The Bernie instance is becoming 
something of an axiom and an in- 
spiration to the other radio-minded 
show people now ogling that phan- 
tom etheral fame, and Georgie Price 











issory note which they signed for 


cusation growing out of the death 


is another example, 
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Broadway 


Ben Atwell back in town. 

Eddie Platt still in hiding. 

Dave Turett plotting a party. 

Mare Connolly back from Europe. 

Walter Fleischmann still talking 
Cuba, 

So Jack Connolly went to Europe 
again, 

Jos. 
ready. 

Sy Gould opening his new film in 





Fiiesler getting his picture 


* Chicago. 


Aaron Gottlieb back with the 


plushing bride. 

September heat wave murdered 
burlesque start. 

Monte Prosser, p.a., 
in the restaurant biz. 

Gus Shy out of new ‘Ballyhoo’ 
after one performance, 

George Wellbaum’s ‘Mister Gentle- 
man’s’ club open again. 

A. C. Blumenthal is having his 
annual hay fever misery. 

Ben Price is pretty proud, of his 
tennis-playing daughter. 

Monte Fleischman trying hard to 
catch up with Pola Negri. 


Charlie McCarthy says he’s giad 
he parted with his tonsils. 

Those ice water needle showers 
at the New York Athletic Club. 


Hotel Astor brokerage branch 
looks like 1929. Mostly spectators. 

Lola Woursell had her picture 
taken in Sloppy Joe’s while in Ha- 
yana, 

They’ve moved Boris Morros up a 
couple floors in the Paramount 
building. 

Broadway stands cut—near beer 
from 10 cents to a jit. Last thing 
to deflate. 

Warners claim a sudden heavy 
demand by fan mags on Eleanor 
Holm stuff. 

Practically all film offices were 
closed down Saturday for a three- 
day week-end. 

Brokers bidding for cloak and suit 
branch locations instead of trying to 
get rid of ’em. 

Father of Harold Rouse, stock 
broker in the Paramount building, 
died last week. 

Jack Partington, now permanent- 
ly in New York, has leased a house 
at Darien, Conn. 

Live storage offered by West 54th 
street. garage at $8 a month, sans 
service, of course. 

Dan Daugherty doesn’t believe in 
those quarter slot machines and has 
the will to lay off ’em. 

Leah, wife of the ‘Journal's’ col- 

nist, Louis Sobol, operated on at 
edical Arts Center. Okay. 

WB is figuring out a house front 
on “Tiger Shark’ that will have live 
eharks swimming in a big tank, 

Rodeo at the Garden for two 
weeks starting, Oct. 14. Mrs. W. R. 
Hearst’s Milk Fund participates. 

First telephone girl, Mary B. 
Kennedy, is dead. Starting in 1878, 
she was an operator for 53 years. 

Leo Spitz’s office in New York, 
occupied by Sam Katz when in New 
York, is one of the town’s boiler 
rooms. ; 

Some of the country clubs in 
Westchester have cut initiation fee 
down to $10. Dues are the. same, 
however. 

Hank Linet, who quit press- 
agenting for law, has sold the M. P. 
Club on an old formula for collect- 
ing debts, 

Paul Muni was forced to fly into 
New York in order to rejoin ‘Coun- 
selor at Law’ in time for rehearsals 
yesterday (Monday). 

Donald Campbell, N. Y. rep for 
Madan circuit, of Calcutta, is now 
with East India Film Co. in the 
N. Y. office. 

William Gaxton stopped a base- 
ball with little finger and broke it. 
Did not miss playing in ‘Of Thee I 
Sing,’ however. 

No more signing tabs at the M. P. 
Club. Strictly cash for chow with 
Abraham Goodman, the new head of 
the restaurant. 

J. C. Furman got half a dozen 
offers from employers as a result of 
&@ prospectus on himself he mailed 
out by the score. 

Jimmy Dawson of the. ‘Times’ 
would be a Clarke Gable, judging 
from his pose with Max Schmeling 
in the news reels. 

A lot cf Westciester commuters 
are saving their monthly tickets, 
counting on a rebate when the fare 
squabble is settled. 

Pete Lianuza, sports cartoonist 
on the ‘World Telegram,’ buying a 
boat that originally cost 41 G's. Go- 
ing to live on board. 

Sports missing from Broadway 
every August back from Saratoga. 

Sidney Kent has had the same 
secretary for 15 years. 

Cloudiness up to noon of eclipse 
day had a lot of people building 
gags around Kate Smith and her 
Moon Over the Mountain.’ 

Fatal accident on Boston Post 
Road tied up Sunday motor traffic 
two hours. Pennsy’s tunnel to Jer- 
S€y out of commission as long, to. 

New Times Square speak opened 

Saturday night and the bar bought 
two for every ene. House is on a 
beer policy until it gets acquainted. 

To attract Labor Day tourists 
several of the stem hostelries aug-~ 
mented theic advertising with house 
flags over the marquee, film house 
fashion. 

Minnie golf deader than ever, but 
@ pitch and putt layout half a mile 


going legit 








is still a 
Gets 75 cents a round 


around at Jones Beach 
bonanza. 
Sundays. 

George Peck training for the ar- 
rival of the ‘Rex,’ new Italian liner, 
which will have John McClain of 
‘The Sun's’ ‘On the Sun Deck’ as a 
passenger. 

During the past week standing 
room around Times Square at a 
premium. S.R.O, in front of ice- 
cooled theatres. First real heat 
wave of summer. 

Lou Rydell (‘Variety’) gave that 
manly chest, in full exposure, to 
Old Sol at his Long Beach country 
estate, and got a ticket for showing 
too much epidermis. 


Hollywood 


Sonya Levien vacationing. 

Clive Brook wrestling with the 
flu. 

Jack Brower back from Denver 
and Salt Lake. 

Man named Jack Okie here been 
declared mentally incompetent. 








Curran Swint, ‘Frisco “drama 
critic, looking over Hollywood, 
Sol Solinger, assisting Jerry 


Mayer, has left latter’s agency. 


Bud Lollier to ’Frisco. on real 
estate and tax matters for F-WC. 


Jesters Club will hold dinner- 
dance at Grand hotel, Santa Monica, 
Sept. 10. 

Alan Edwards and wife, Gloria 
Foy, motored in from New York, 
on spec. 

Jessie Wadsworth (Harris) honey- 
mooning in San Francisco over 
Labor Day. 

Jack Powell, formerly ‘with Selz- 
nick-Joyce, has joined the William 
S. Gill agency. 

Paul Spier, Warfield p. a., Frisco, 
in hospital as result of surprise 
appendicitis attack. 

Bud Lollier writing inter-office 
letters d@manding return of his 
electric clock, or else. 

Muriel Stryker flew back to Mil- 
woukee with her mother after 
week's visit on the Coast. ; 

Richard Berlin, editor of ‘Cos- 
mopolitan’ mag, here for confab 
with William Randolph Hearst. 

Eclipse tide washed away Leon 
Gordon’s garden at Malibu, which 
he had been nursing for two years. 

Martin Beck, on advice of Louis 
B. Mayer, abandoned his air return 
to New York. Taking the Santa Fe. 

Ray Long, supposed to be taking 
it easy in the South Seas, is so- 
journing at Laguna Beach, 50 miles 
from here. 

Clarence Brown giving up _ his 
apartment for a Beverly Hills home. 
Is expecting visitors from Paris 
over the winter. 

It’s beggars now, as well as auto- 
graph pests, at the Brown Derby, 
with police cars being radioed to 
the spot frequently. 











Loop 





Rollo Timponi still playing woods- 
man, 


Frank Schreiber, 
vacationer., 


Martin Campbell, 
Dallas, in town. 


Ed Wappley wading in the telig 
at the Indiana dunes. 


Carol Frink, film critic, doubling 
in brass to cover the Dorothy Pol- 
lak murder trial. 


Hearst boys kidded the ‘Tribune’ 
for their page one streamer, ‘Dishes 
Dirty—Slays Wife.’ 

John Joseph's vacation made his 
friends happy. They were worrying 
about his physical exhaustion. 


Ned Alvord gives RKO vaudeville 
a sack suit, refusing to wear his 
nonesuch cutaway at State-Lake 
prices. 

Margaret McKay went to In- 
dianapolis to meet the Governor. 
Last year she didn’t get beyond the 
Mayor. 

Horse-racing intended for just 
across the Indiana border failed 
when the governor yetoed. South 
Shore Electric put up a big purse 
to get the coveted oval. 

‘Joe wouldn’t mind,’ said Mrs. 
Dorothy Pollak, who murdered Joe, 
her husband, and was preparing to 
celebrate her acquittal with a week 
at the State-Congress, where, pre- 
viously, Virginia Valli, who shot but 
didn’t seriously hurt, Bill Jurges, 
was the star. 

John Clayton selling war tax on 
passes at the Outdoor opera, wanted 
to fight a stranger who sarcastically 
remarked: ‘Be sure you give that 
40c. to the government.’ Clayton 
didn’t know it was a rival promoter 


WGN, a late 


boss of WFAA, 


peeved because outsiders got in 
first with opera. 
Polly and Peggy Paige are re- 


united and sister-teaming at Col- 
lege Inn. Polly was away, being 
Mrs. Carl Webster and the mother 
of a baby girl, now six months old. 
Papa Carl, from Yale, led a jazz 
band for a while, but quit 
business to be a civil engineer. 


show ; 





Bea Lillie to London, 

F. J. Perleman home. 

Wilhelm von Loon back. 

Charles Boyer to Berlin. 

Where is Betty Compton? 

The Shanbergs at the Ritz, 

Fania Marinoff staying over. 

iarbo expected to visit Paris. 

Jennie Dolly in Fontainbleau, 

Lillian Gish to Bad Nauheim, 

Bernie Newman to New York. 

Mare Connolly has two plays. 

Roy Rector wants to go home. 

Phil Barry ready to go home. 

Lilian Harvey to Juan-les-Pins. 

Alice Delamare at Aix-les-Bains. 

Mayol has his own Riviera club. 

Mona Goya at the new Colisee bar. 

Larry Hills back from vacation. 

Martin Brown talking about Car- 
mel, 

Bob Sherwood over from Eng- 
land, 

Gene Lesieur a hit on the Riv- 
iera. 

Claire Luce back 
Pins. 

P. A. Harle back from his vaca- 
tion. 

Tauber going to Berlin for new, 
show. 

Bob 
signs. 

Edith Ryan still 
Paris. 

Pizella lunching with Pierre La- 
zareff. 

Archer 
martre. 

Albert Cohen still a director of 
Emelka. 

Hope Hampton doing 
re-me’s.’ 

Lucille Watson getting ready to 
do show. 

Chevalier and Mistinguette have 
made up. 

Erik Charrell supervising ‘White 
Horse Inn.’ 

Mrs. Charles Lowrey a regular 
left-banker. 

Eric Pommer may go to the States 
in the fall. 

Boris Petroff calling on Francis 
A. Mangan. 

Jack Campbell 
Stockholm. 

Marguerite Viel using her sister 
as assistant. 

Jeannette Flanner all set for more 
Paris letters. 

Fannie Brice has done 90 galas in 
three months. 

Garret Graham finishing a story 
for Alex Korda, 

G. Pabst ready to leave for Spain 
with Chaliapin. 

Georges Pitoeff to see himself on 
the silver screen, 

Max de Vaucorbeil taking cellu- 
loid to Le Touquet. 

Valery Boothby has taken a large 
estate near Paris. 

The Kastners fetching the kids 
back from the farm. 

Edwin Justis Mayer home after 
visiting Rex Smith. 

Beulah Livingstone 
U. S. another month. 

Rene Clair preparing a new film, 
‘Fourteenth of July.’ 

Jimmy Bryson’s London activity 
watched from Paris. 

Gwen Stone’s death falsely ru- 
mored in Paris press. 

Delano Learie taking paints and 
brushes to Deauville. 

Paul Oscard frorn the Gaumont 
Palace to the Olympia, 

Henri Garat getting ready for 
America with the Mrs, 

J. Carlo Bavetta back from his 
Mediterranean inspection. 

Mrs. Arthur Fiedelbaum showing 
Paris to her sister-in-law. 

Hamiuiton Gladstone still wants to 
start an American theatre. 

Jean de Limur puzzled at Russian 
producers’ business methods. 

Carmen Marin from Porto Rico 
to local film work via Hollywood. 

Gordon Pollock and Mary Ellen 
both mugged in clay by Helen Haas. 

Anglo-American press association 
giving a farewell dinner to Norman 
Armour. 


to Juan-les- 


Stevenson getting new de- 


en route for 


Jones living in Mont- 


the ‘do- 


writing from 


staying in 


Ivan Lebedeff may have missed 
the Western Express, but he caught 
boat train. 


Henri Lartigue keeping the Wil- 
liam Morris sign on his door though 
they parted. 

Reynolds Packard to write in 
prose now that “Serpentining 
| Boardwalk’ is out. 

Billy Cellestin for another 
at the American hospital, 





month 
and no 





visitors but his mother. 


i Renee Veller’s movements to and | 


Sn emda 


from Deauville regulating those of 
a small group of admirers. 

Dick Blumenthal fibbing to his 
father as to his working hours and 
looking like a corpse from overwork. 

Marcel Pagnol sued by Europa 
Films, which claim $80,000 because 
Pagnol prefers to work for his own 
company. 

Alexander Korda to film ‘La Dame 
de chez Maximes,’ the old light com- 
edy now being revived at the Ren- 
aissance. 

Sacha Guitry at La Baule and 
Yvonne Printemps to take the 
waters in the nearby resort of La 
Roche Posay. 

Jeanne Helbling, film star, will be 
the white star in the next Casino 
de Paris revue opposite Josephine 
Baker, colored. 

Dolores del Pilar, American dan- 
seuse, giving up her professional 
alias when marrying Rene Jean 
Merigeault, French cartoonist. 

Ludovic Breitner, 80-year-old mu- 
sician, friend ef *aderewski and 
Cortot, ill, and in such a state of 
destitution that the daily press is 
raising a benefit fund. 


London 


William Clore tripping to Jeru- 
salem. 

Paul Murray at home at his new 
offices. 

Earl St. 
swimming. 

Leon Rogee fancies himself as an 
impresario. 

Tom Walls off to Hollywood to 
make films. 

Sonny Miller selling a new song 
to Glenn Ellyn. 

Laurel and Hardy in Cliff Whit- 
ley’s ‘Show Boat.’ 

Gina Malo looping the loop seven 
times in succession. 

Jack Hylton = doing 
stands at the resorts. 

Boris Petroff rushing home after 
receiving five cables. 

Edward Laurillard engrossed in 
Piccadilly at 3 a. m. 

Sidney Burns still has great faith 
in continuous variety. 

Leslie Henson lost appendix and 
auto all in one month. 

John Southern changing his mind 
about subleiting Collins’s. 

Elkan Symons putting on seven 
shows in as many weeks. 

“Ivan Bankoff seriously thinking of 
trying to swim the channel, 

Mary Clare, femme star of ‘Cav- 
aleade,’ writing her memoirs, 

The Diabolo game coming back 
after 20 years, ousting Yo-Yo. 

Ann Suter seldom seen, with 
Americans asking where she is. 

Cedric Belfrage initiating Gamba- 
relli in the art of tea-drinking. 

David Bliss and Vincent Erne in 
conference with Louis J. Seymour. 

Herschel Henlere claims he was 
the originator of non-stop variety. 

Monty Banks around in his Rolls 
and complaining business is ter- 
rible. 





John’s only hobby is 


one-night 


Sully and Houghton favor the 
Criterion .of all London's. night 
joints. 

Florrie Forde, England’s most 
popular chorus’ singer, reported 
dying. 


20% salary cut at the 
is effective till 


‘Casanova’ 
London Coliseum 
Sept. 3. 

Aldwych and Gaiety theatres re- 
verting to pre-war prices with new 
shows. 

Harry Lauder celebrated jubilee 
at small hall where he made first 
appearance. 

One continuous variety house in 


the West End recently took around 


$10 in one day. 


William Mollison getting a repu- 
tation as the most elusive of Eng- 
lish producers, 

Charles Cochran framing circus 
idea for his new supper revue at 
the Trocadero. 

Helen Gray’s hobby 
pictures of her fellow 
‘Tell Her the Truth.’ 

Naunton Wayne has another son, 
and has definitely decided he is 
destined for a compere. 

Joe Termini showing Gennaro a 
moving picture of himself, taken 
by Joe on his last visit over here. 

Harriet Hoctor drew capacity at 
Manchester on her first and only 
vaudeville date in England recently. 

Jesse Jacobsen turning the for- 
mer Water Rats club from a White 
Elephant into a success in 11 weeks. 


is painting 
artists in 


Many regular first-nighters trav- 
elled from London to Manchester 
for opening of the new Cochran- 
Coward show. 

Mrs. Bert Aza thinks no act is 
worth more than $500 a week, but 
that does not go for her sister-in 
law, Gracie Fields 

a | 
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Vaud’s Radio Boost _ 





(Continued from page T) - 


first five months of the present y 
may lift the daytime gross over th 
previous annum’s level, 

From present indications there %§ 
every probability that the gross ing 
take on either chain for October will 
meet the figures obtaining for that 
month the year before, when prace 
tically all the available evening timg 
was gone. 


Bigger Chains for '32-'33 


One advantage this year that will 
make up for the slow going of the 
daytime periods is the fact that 
the evening cusiemers are buying 
nigger station lineups. Few of the 
newcomer commercials are confining 
themselves to the basic links but 
are going in for heavy outlays on 
supplementary networks, 


So far NBC has 18 commercial 
shows with October starting dates, 
while the Columbia entry list totals 
14.. According to the shows already, 
spotted and the type that prospec- 
tive commercials are giving special 
attention on the auditions grind, the 
trend toward the m.c. in front of a 
hand and the comedy team inter< 
ludes has far trom reached its apex, 
Vaude routine more than ever will 
dcminate the parade of bankrolled 
evening programs, with many of 
these attempting ether adaptationg 
cf the stage blackout. ' 
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‘BACK STREET’ § 


A Universal Picture, with 


Irene Dunne—John Boles ff 
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To 2 P.M., 35c—11 P.M. to Close, She 
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fom & On the Screen §! 
On the Stage “AGE OF | 
FRED CONSENT” @ 
WARING with 2 

ang his DOROTHY 

foie RKO Act WILSON 7 


Continuous from 10 A.M. 
Afternoons, 25-55 Evenings, 35-85 
(Except Sat., Sun, an Hol.) 
Daily Midnight Show Feature Picture 
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BARBARA STANWYCK in 
“The Purchase Price” 


and 
“Vanishing Frontier” 
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BARBARA STANWYCK 
‘ in 
‘THE PURCHASE PRICE’ 
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MARION DAVIES 
ROBT. MONTGOMERY 
‘BLONDIE of FOLLIES’ 


ON THE STAGE IN PERSON! 
Benny—Jack Peart— 


CAP iro: == 
OX Yo nr ter sree 
WILL ROGERS 
in “DOWN TO EARTH” 


On the Stage—‘*MANHATTAN” 
Fox Movietone News Silly Symphonie 
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Mightieor Than 
the Stage Play! 


“THE LAST MILE” 


On Stage: MORTUN DOWNEY, 
Georges Carpentier, Zelaya, Cali- 
fornia Collegians 














finest plays of 
subtle, beautiful 
Athinsou, Times. 


“One of the 
the year 
and tender.’’— 


“Another Language” 


with Gionn fs. nders, Margaret art 
Lawra Straube, Jchn Ecal 


Theatre, 45th St WwW. of B'wa 
BOOTH Evs. 8:50. Mate. Wed. & Sat., 2%%6 
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Uncommon Chatter 


», 





By Ruth Morris 








Canitol’s Eloquent Modes 


Alumnae of Mr. Ziegfeld’s school 
of favult'ess grooming appear at the] 
Capitel this week. Each follows, 
according to her taste and person- 
ality, the fundamentals laid down 
by tne masier stager of spectacles. 

The Misses Shutta, Tashman and 
Tucker agree that makeups should 


be as nearly natural as 
blendinz can make them; that hair- 
combs should be soft and silky with 
last-minute perfection; that gowns 
must look as though they had just 
been reverently removed from tissue 
wrapvings. They believe that the 
best costumes concentrate on line, 
content that their fabrics are rich 
and glamorously expensive. 

Ethel Shutta realizes that, as 
Mrs. George Olsen, she enjoys the 
prestige cf a starred spot with her 
husband's orchestra. That domes- 
tic nete calls for conservative 
grooming. Quiet, perfect taste is 
captured by her gown of hoavy 
crepe, adorned only by its own 
beautiful line and one chic crystal 
bucktei. The color’s electric blue, 
to emphasize becoming sunburn and 
stand cut in smart relief against 
the frrmal black and white of the 
Olsen hand. 

Lilyan Tashman has to live up 
to her title of best-dressed woman 
in “Ioilyvwood. That’s.a large or- 
der, but not too great for the 


careful | 


Repeat Costumes 
Now that the Roxy is on a pro- 
for the versatile scope of its stock 
wardrobe. 

Cathedral costume hampers are 
as prolific as a magician’s hat. Out 
of them, for this week's ‘Manhat- 
tan’ come clothes for five genera- 
tions of New Yorkers. All the cos- 
tumes may not be oué of stock, but 
the majority has a femiliar reper- 
tory look, well preserved and worthy 
of repetition. 

The Roxycttes, too, dive into their 
bag of well-rehearsed tricks to re- 
vive their Indian war dance. Scar- 
let head-drecses, blue fringe skirts 
and precise, rhythmic dance pat- 





terns are good as new. And when 


'those smart girls line up and pretend 


they're an Indian canoe, the audi- 
ence breaks down with its custom- 
ary response of complete, delighted 
surprise. 
A Social Climber Deluxe 

Irene Rich can’t remember, from 
one picture to the next, the costly 
lessons she learns as the screen wife 
of Will Rogers. Every Rogers re- 
lease teaches Miss Rich the follies 
of extravagance and social climbing. 
When her next Rogers picture 
comes ‘round, there she is again,, 
wearing expensive costumes, when 
she knows perfectly well that only 





bizarre gown in which Miss Tash- 
man climbs upon the pit platform 
for a chat with Jack Benny. Stiff 
blacx velvet is form-fitted until it 
flares into a bell-skirt that circles 


to a full train. Scarlet coque 
feathers fall over the shoulders, 
outlining decollete and boasting 


that Hollywood is a willing courier 
of advance fashion. A chiffon hanky, 
gored with alternate sections of 
black and coral, is good Hollywood- 
on-a-personal-tour bender. 

So ere a negligee snowed under 
with pure white feathers, undies 
intricately seamed in satin and lace, 
black gloves ending at the wrists in 
diamend bracelets. Her makeup is 
pale, her hair waved back, then es- 
caping in saucy puffs, her manner 
shrieking of stellar refinement. 

Monumental in white crepe 
gleaming with tiny crystals, Sophie 
Tucker saunters on stage without 
the o{d of m.c. buildup. The radi- 
ance of her costume and personality 
is substitute enough. Miss Tucker 
likes the audience and knows from 
experience that the audience will 
like ker. Just to make sure, she 
throws in ‘Eli, Eli’ for a forte fin- 
ish. She exits as she entered—a 
red hot mama whose immaculate 
grooming, blue punch lines, sure 
delivery and beaming smile have 
grown into an American institution. 





Rags to Riches 

Marion Davies passes through 
many costume phases before she is 
finally glorified in a towering head- 

dress that proclaims her ‘Dlondie of 
the Follies.’ 

At first, she’s very poor. That 
means that Miss Davies wears a 
dark jumper dress—the kind she’s 
always worn when very poor. She 
doesn’t bother to wear it smartly, 
in deference to a script that has her 
naively lacking in style conscious- 
ness. 

With the first step upward, Miss 
Davies reaches the borrowing stage. 
The clothes of her kind-hearted sis- 
ters in the ‘Follies’ fit her remark- 
ably well, but Miss Davies is too 
genuine, too unconcerned with ar- 
tificiality to care how she looks in 
borrowed finery. She jerks herself 
into a caracul coat, jams a jaunty 
velvet hat on her tousled curls and 
goes her merry, hoyden way. 

With the ‘Follies’ comes a backer, 
with the backer comes a penthouse; 
with the penthouse comes refine- 
ment. The heroine thinks about 
clothes now. Saved by innate finer 
qualities, she chooses tasteful black 
velvets, relieved by delicate Pierrot 
collars and ruchings. 

With the ‘Follies’ comes success— 
then disaster. A jealous lady of the 
ensemble sees that happy, care-free 
Miss Davies tumbles into the or- 
chestra pit and becomes a broken 
butterfly. Miss Davies is prepared 


for the emergency with a pair of 
crutches and new taste in costumes. 
She translates her injury into gray 
crepe, very demure and penitent 
Priscilla. 

The black velvets are the only 
costumes that bear up under the 
critical camera eye. The rest, com- 
bined with careless coiffures and 


heavily applied make-up, blast 
illusions they try so hard to create. 


the | 


calico clothes the good, the kind and 
the true. 

Before the Rogers preachments 
strike home in ‘Down to Earth,’ 
Miss Rich indulges her penchant for 
tasteful gowns swathed to the figure. 
with expert dressmaker touches, 
sleeves bordered with silver fox, 
capes banded in sable. Monotone 
crepes and smartly printed chiffons 
suit a screen matron whose style is 
middle-aged but never dowdy. 
Dorothy Jordan's frocks are in in- 
genue materials, smartened by tai- 
lored line and clever bodice and 
shoulder. treatment. Mary Carlisle, 
&@ round-faced, ingenuous vamp, 
flaunts snugly molded satins as a 
warning of her predatory interest in 
the hero. 





Wise Ways; Ingenue Modes 

Her white crepe dinner gown 
brings Sylvia Froos on to a well 
dressed specialty in Paramount’s 
‘Radio Stars of 1932.’ The dress is 
flattering and smart as can be. ‘Its 
well fitted skirt and soft, irregular 
neckline speak of the more re- 
strained debutante shops where 
youthfulness refuses to be deprived 
of sophistication. 

But it’s not suited to Miss Froos. 
There’s enough sophistication in her 
steady rendition of bright songs and 
torch ballads. She sings to better 
response when her mature “delivery 
is contrasted by extremely ingenue 
style The dainty blue chiffon that 
she wore as soloist with the White- 
man orchestra may not have been 
as chic, but it had cannier show- 
manship. 





Climatic Proof Moves 

Fox gave Elissa Landi “A Pass- 
port to Hell” and sent her to Africa 
with the most becoming trunkful of 
costumes she’s had since her screen 
debut. 

The costumes’ are simple and 
beautifully molded. They could be 
worn -by a perfect lady in a charm- 
ing English drawing room. Accom- 
panied by carefully chosen accesso- 
ries, they seem a little strange on a 
heroine who has acquired a notori- 


ous reputation along the African 
seacoast, but they’re exactly right 


for Miss Landi. 

Th:xt old tropical climate that tor- 
tures human souls, passes over the 
delicate fabrics, leaving them fresh 
and well pressed. Their smooth sur- 
faces are not the only unusual ele- 
ments in a nomadic wardrobe. Miss 
Landi’s trunk contains sturdy togs 
for that long trek inland, and a 
practical stiff hat for keeping off 
sun tun. She may trip across Africa 
and face the camera as pale and 
delicate as she pleases. 





Columnists Have Mamas 

‘Blessed Event’ is the first of the 
jc irnalistic cycle to come right out 
and admit that a columnst has a 
mother. Other films preferred to in- 
fer that anyone noble enough to 
give life would have died of hu- 
miliation when her boy turned out 
to be a big gossip-and-scoop man. 

Columnists have mothers—sweet, 
guileless old ladies who think col- 
| umnists, crooners and racketeers 
are nature’s appointed noblemen. 
| All of this is told in Emma Dunn's 





se * 


trusting glance, soft speech, quiet 
house frocks and Madonna hair- 
comb. Beautifully “and simply told, 
without the exaggeration that 
| would destroy a delightfully amus- 
|ing situation. 


| Columnists have sweethearts. This 


|one’s Mary Brian, screening very 
prettily and managing to seem im- 
portant in a minor role. Miss Brian 
lis faithful tv her favorite type of 


duction budget, it must be grateful | costume—two-piece suits, too snug- 


ly fitted to flatter their casual in- 
tent and smart materials. 


Columnists have secretaries. 
Everybody knows that. But not 
many secretaries have the _ de- 


bunked philosophy, the readiness to 
top a crack with a crack, that pro- 
pels Ruth Donnelly into a swell per- 
formance. Competent as well as 
sassy, Miss Donnelly wears dark 
dresses lightened by tidy collars and 
cuffs. 





Neglected Wife Designs 


‘Hollywood Speaks’ in. no uncer- 
tain. terms on the style preferences 
of its ladies. 

Leni Stengel, representing the 
neglected wives of film. directors, 
dresses only to be decently clothed. 
Somber black crepe and middle- 
aged flowered chiffons express her 
despair of winning back a roving 
husband. Style, for her, is a book 
permanently closed. 

Rita Le Roy, speaking for direc- 
tors’ mistresses, doesn’t give up that 
easily. Though she senses that her 
days as favorite are numbered, 
she retains faith in the come-hither 
quality of lustrous, breathlessly 
fitted gowns. All-over sequins that 
glitter wickedly and follow a_re- 
vealing outline say that she’s a 
pretty bad, calculating lot. All- 
sequins, all-bad, says Hollywood. 
Gerevieve Tobin, as a movie- 
struck lass who is not good, not 
bad—but willing to be for the sake 
of art—compromises between ~two 
obvious film fashions. She. wears 
daintiest tulle and gossamer chif- 
fons. That’s for purity—which, it 
seems, is not enough. They must 
have sequins, too, but in discreet 
numbers, since they want to be 
naughiby but nice. They recom- 
mend demure ruffles and bows, dar- 
ing necklines, skirts sinuously 
molded from waist to knee, to the 
chase maiden who wants to get 
ahead in Hollywood. 





Robbins Active 


Syracuse, Sept. 5. 

Burlesque may return here via 
Nathan L. Robbins, one time backer 
of that policy at the Temple, now 
the Paramount. 

Robbins is reported to have taken 
an option on the Syracuse theatre, 
earstwhile stock burlesque house. 
Theatre has been dark for months. 
Owned by Thomas Hogan, its last 
lessee was Frank Sardino. 





F-WC Protection 


(Continued from page 7) 

will be brought about through F- 
WC having contracted generally for 
both first and second runs. The 
subsequent accounts will be sold a 
definite second, third or later runs, 
in each instance giving the exhibitor 
protection over other houses in a 
particular zone or territory. 

Two unclosed major distribs con- 
tend that the proposed new clear- 
ance would permit F-WC playing 
their product:in certain zones in the 
15c and 20c houses 28 days after 
close of first runs, citing partic- 
ularly the case of Loew’s State and 
the Criterion. This would apply 
particularly in zones where the cir- 
cuit has no semi-deluxers, with a 
40c and 50c tariff. 

Protection Quartered 

Likewise, indie exhibs, who con- 
trol situations where the circuit has 
no subsequent runs, would be in a 
position to follow the downtown 
first runs at expiration of the 28 
days. Case is cited by one of the 
distribs where setup is such that a 
20c heuse, now playing product on 
a 110-day protection, would be able 
to play under new setup within one 
month. 

The F-WC clearance demands. 
holding up product deals with Par 
and Metro, have resulted in the lat- 
est closings for product on the coast 
in years. Distribs, with the excep- 
tion .f Fox and WB-FN, are pre- 
vented from negotiating with sub- 
sequent runs, and it is likely the 
summer selling season will not get 
unde: way until October. 

Meanwhile, indie exhibs are mark- 
ing time. Some elated at the earlier 
break they will get, while others, 
operating in opposition to the major 
circuit, are wondering where they'll 
end up. 
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Reconsider License for 
Gayety, Mpls., Burlesk 


Minneapolis, Sept. 5. 

After voting down a 1932-33 li- 
cense for burlesque at the Gayety, 
the city council decided to have the 
matter reconsidered and referred it 
back to its license committee for 
another hearing. 

Local reform organizations op- 
posed the license before the com- 
mittee which recommended that the 
application be rejected. Organized 
labor officials are seeking to have 
the license granted. The applicant 
is Axel Herman. 





APOLLO, 


New burlesque season started off 
under a handicap at the Hurtig & 
Seamon Apollo Friday night (2), the 
hurdle being the hottest night of 
the summer. Local appetite for the 
so-called entertainment, however, 
seemed to be whetted by a summer 
without strips and teasers in the 
neighborhood, and the first per- 
formance drew 4a good house, some- 
thing less than capacity down- 
stairs, but still a satisfactory crowd 
considering the weather. At any 
rate the wheel show isn't quite dead 
in this spot. 


This show probably isn’t typical. 
House this year runs under a new 
hook-up, Minsky house personnel 
being supplemented week by week 
with the addition of a traveling 
Empire orgaization, changing vis- 
itors coming * Mondays. 

In the absence of a regular Em- 
pire wheel troupe for this opening, 
the performance was pieced out 
with a number of specialty acts, and 
these helped the flash immensely, 
breaking up the everlasting strip 
tease routine that has sunk the bur- 
lesque institution for all except a 
few surviving localities. 

Taking this layout as a sample, 
it does seem that the Minsky tech- 
nique, for Harlem anyhow, is mak- 
ing an experiment with the idea of 
giving the show some touch of en- 
tertainment class. Show has all 
the old hooey, some of it a little 
rawer than last year’s average, and 
an ocean of sultry gags and busi- 
ness, the latter being a bit more 
offensive if possible than before 
But the stager scems to have made 
some vague gesture to get over 
moments of decent entertainment. 

Panning burlesque smut is fruit- 
less. It’s been slated from one end 
of the country to the other, with 
occasional police raids—and it’s 
gotten steadily worse. 

Therefore let it suffice that this 
troupe has some of the worst livery 
stable comedy on record and strip 
numbers and wriggling grinds that 
average with the limit of other sea- 
sons. One may then turn one’s at- 
tentivn to other items that seem to 
mark a feeble though definite reach 
for palatable entertainment. 


This outfit—Herbert K. Minsky 
supervised the production and Grover 
I'ranke ‘staged the dances—has 
some production flash in drops and 
drapes, and within a médest budget 
they have tried to achieve a bright 
wardrobe and _ occasionally have 
succeeded. The dance stager has 
made an effort to vary the eternal 
cooch grind. Merely the implied 
admission from a producer that the 
mob will permit any departure 
from wriggles is some concession. 
Here the girls try a few simple for- 
mations. Once or twice they essay 
a tap routine, and indefferent at- 
tempts are made to reproduce two 


of the drill routines made famous 
by the Roxyettes. One is that 
sweeping leg-over kick and the 


other is the snake novelty arm drill. 
The effect was indifferent at the 
first performance, but the crowd 
went for both numbers. 

Stager of dances also probably is 
responsible for some of the ensem- 
ble groupings, depending upon 
nudes, but not without skill in the 
way they are handled, with drops 
rising in series all the way to the 
back wall to reveal new ranks of 
naked girls to the climactic num- 
ber of 30. Despite ingenuity of dis- 
play, the effect only goes to prove 
anew that there is probaly nothing 
in the world more palling than 30 
ungirnished girls—unless it be 35. 
Anyiow, these displays left the 
miscellaneous males unmoved. 

Show as revealed at the opening 
had three clean-cut specialty num- 
bers, every one of which evoked 
vastly more volume of applause 
than the most vivid of the strips. 
They were Four Step Bros., colored 
boy quartet of buck-and-wingers 
who outdid the Kings in energy of 
tapping even if they did miss some 
of the precision. Three Demons, 
two men and a diminutive girl ina 
straight and expert bit of acrobatic 
adagio, and a solo dancer, unbilled 
and unacknowledged, also did a first 
rate pantomime solo routine as a 
shackled slave, a graceful and 
sightly dance. 

Completing the good points of 
the show, it remains only to men- 
tion a singing juvenile with a 
strikingly good baritone voice and 
an agreeable manner that never got 
its training in burlesque, and a 
prima dgyna with a superior so- 
prano voice and a stage manner at 
startling variance from the sur- 
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Tonks, Shady Burlys 


Chipped by Proposed 
Ordinance for L.A. 


‘Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Aimed primarily against indecent 
stage performances, with wide. 
spread regulatory powers given the 
police department, an ordinance ig 
being framed here by the city at. 
torney’s office and the welfare com. 
mittee of the city council. 

Proposed measure, if enacted 
would give police authority to close 
and revoke the license of any the. 





NEW YORK |2te against which an indecent per. 


formance conviction is obtained. It 
is aimed at burlesque shows which 
get too rough and main street 
honky-tonks. : 

Ordinance also makes it obliga. 
tory upon theatres of all types to 
secure a permit from the police de. 
partment and provides for a license 
fee in additfon to the regular city 
occupational tax. 

Some opposition has developed to 
the license fée angle, with indica. 
tions that public hearings will be 
granted before measure is brought 
to a vote in council. 


BLOW-OFF SHOWS 


L. A. Main Stroeters Go For It at 
50c and $1 











Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Star and Garter, Mainstreet bur- 
lesque house, has_ resorted to 
‘blow-off’ shows, reminiscent of 
carnival cooch outfits. 

Following the regular perform- 
ances one of the actors ballyhoos 
a hot undercover show for 50 
cents. No stronger than the stage 
show, come-on is for a $1 and peep 
hole spots for 50 cents. 

Ané how the patrons holler, the 
hot shows proving less than one- 
half of one percent. 





Restore Rialto Title 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Jones, Linick and Schaeffer re- 
store the original name of the Ri- 
alto to the State and Van Buren 
house known recently as the Loop- 
End. A burlesque policy opens 
Sept. 9. 

Meanwhile, Chicago becomes well 
burlesqued. Nathan Barger, at the 
Star and Garden, Warren Irons at 
the Garrick, and the State-Con- 
gress are now operating. 





Split Week Burlesque 


Dubuque, Ia., Sept. 5. 

Princess musical comedy revue, 
management of Fred Eader, opened 
at Spensley for an indefinite stay, 
25 and 35, two bills a week, Sat- 
urday and Wednesday changes. 

Came here from Empire, Glens 
Falls, N. Y. No pictures, Earl Woods 
orchestra in pit. 





MINSKYS IN ROCHESTER? 
Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 5. 

Negotiations are on to. bring 
Minsky burlesque into the Capitol. 
House has been closed. One of the 
Minskys has been in town talking 
with the Fenyvessys who also own 
the Family theatre. Capitol is 
leased by Comerford. 

Rochester has been without bur- 
lesque for nearly four years. 





roundings, a figure as out of place 
as Peggy Joyce in an Automat. 

If the Minskys are out to better 
burlesque, however, they're going 
about it cautiously. The good points 
were on the stage, but not one of 
them was billed or introduced. 
Show is utterly anonymous. There 
isn’t a name billed in the lobby, and 
only the four strip workers are in- 
troduced through a mike from the 
stage. Strip workers here work 
only once each, and they are all 
graduated in weight, starting with 


a lightweight blonde, Louise Phelps, - 


and building up to Mae Brown. 
Best of the quartet in technique is 
Dotty Maye, who grades about wel- 
terweight. The other is Louise 
Stewart. 

Impossible for anyone but a bur- 
lesque addict to identify the others 
from the cast supplied by tne 
Minsky office except that on a guess 
the likable baritone juve mentioned 
is probably Harry Barris. Compo- 
sition of the troupe is principal 
comic, doing Dutch, a second comic 
i. similar dialect and a utility man 
doing eccentric. In addition there 
are two straight men, one with a 
fair voice, and a couple of nonde- 
script character men. 

Personnel by name is as follows: 
Gene Shuler, Lew DeVine, Nyrida, 
Buddy Abbott, John Head, John 
Kane, Katherine Irwin, John Grant, 
Joe Hill, George Reynolds, Betty 
Joyce and the four strippers named. 

Rush. 
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City Board of Appeal issued a 
permit to build the Fordham the- 
atre in a restricted zone. ‘Variety’ 
called the turn by suggesting that 
this opened the way to the erec- 
tion of other theatres within non- 
commercial zones. 





Several theatres were offering 
free admission to men in uniform, 
but Central Park, Buffalo, went that 
one better. They could bring the 
girl friends. 





‘Harvey Watkins announced a new 

idea for vaudeville theatres. He 
opened with a feature film, starting 
at 7:30, ran into the full vaude bill 
and closed with another showing of 
the picture. First used in Lowell, 
Mass., and Portland, Me, 





Day after Labor Day was tough 
on the ticket agencies, They had to 
sell their regular buys in competi- 
tion with the cut-raters and tickets 
could be had for all but two N. Y. 
shows at less than half price. 
Toughest post-holiday in memory. 





Oliver Morosco and Klaw & Er- 
langer were fighting for supremacy 
on the coast. Marc Klaw was out 
there seeing what could be done. 





‘Rasputin’ film was being given 
heavy advertising play. Recent 
revolution in Russia was a press 
agent natural. 

Western railroads were refusing 
to make contracts to transport the- 
atrical productions while eastern 
roads urged managers to utilize cars 
to capacity. All spare rolling stock 
was being used for war work. 








B. S. Moss was planning altera- 
tions at the Jefferson, his 14th st. 
vaude stand. Said the same shows 


(Continued on page 39) 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 











Theatrical season was wide open. 
No Labor Day then to create a 
starting date, and even the big 
shows went out in Aug. Minstrel 
troupes had been out since late July. 





Minnie Maddern (later Mrs. 
Fiske) was on the road with ‘Foggs 
Ferry,’ which she had brought into 
New York at the end of the pre- 
vious season. Her rough soubret 
was making a hit, but she gave no 
promise of her later development. 

Noted as a novelty that the bal- 
cony of a Buffalo theatre was as 
well carpeted as the orch floor. 
Matting generally used upstairs and 
nothing on the gallery boards. 








New band was formed in Phila. 
Composed largely of wind instru- 
ments, including two serpents and 
two syphos. 





Garden in Wilkes-Barre adver- 
tised itself as ‘Strictly first class.’ 
No wine room here.’ Most places 
required the actresses to ‘work the 
wine room’ during and after the 
show. Got a commission on the 
drinks they induted admirers to buy 
at advanced prices. 





Snake dealer was quoting 8-foot 
snakes at $35, up to $100 for a 14- 
foot reptile. That was $25 more 
than for a 10-footer. 





Boston had an Indian Village, 
which was just another name for 
a dime museum and show. Ultra 
good went to see the educational 
village, but stayed to see the actors. 
Sop to their consciences, 





Robinson’s circus was the first of 
the tent shows to head for winter 
quarters. Closed in San Francisco 





Se 

Sept. 2 and headed for Arizona, 
Blondin, the wirewalker who 

crossed Niagara on a rope, was 


Playing in Berlin. Something went 
Wrong with the fireworks apparatus, 


(Continued on page 3: 





~ Inside Stuff—Pictures 
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(Continued from page 10) 


had in mind and offered to turn out a complete screen play far another 
$7,500. 

While execs stated they liked the idea they refused to give the writer 
a contract, claiming amount asked was too.much. Playwright returned 
to New York and later the same outline blossomed into a play on Broad- 
way. His former film employers then bought it for $50,000. 





To increase the word capacity of the marquee, Chicago theatre, Chi- 
cago, has had neon tube lights superimposed over the regular fitted let- 
ters. Stage attractions are billed on the regular marquee which alter- 
nates with the red neons clarioning the picture. 

Display looks all right at night, with one set black, while the other is 
lighted, but in the afternoons it’s hard to read. Neons, when not flash- 
ing, are almost transparent and interfere but little with the marquee, 





Creditors’ committee which will handle the affairs of Talking Picture 
Epics comprises Nathan Vidaver, Sidney Weil, Henry A. Linet, Tobias 
A. Keppler, Stephen R. Eller and J. H. Tingle. Vidaver, Linet and 
Keppler are N. Y. attorneys representing some of the creditors. 

Part of the agreement between the creditors and Frank R. Wilson is 
that none of the bill holders will bring suit, or take any action, for pay- 
ment for at least one year. 





Du Pont, which has been experimenting on a higher speed film since 
Eastman put its new product on the market, a year ago, is about to 
introduce a super-film, claimed as ‘faster’ than any yet produced. 

Contention is the film is non-halating, and highly sensitive to color 
separation. Calling for only minor camera adjustments, benefit is said 
to be in the fact that film calls for no changes from present develop- 
ment process. New material will be tagged ‘Super-Pan.’ 





As the result of doing a Boy Scout deed in an attempt to rescue a nest 
of sparrows from a ferocious Rye, N. Y., cat, Charlie Pettijohn, Hays’ 
chief counsel, has been confined to his home for a week. 

Halfway up the tree Pettijohn’s right eye got in the way of a twig. 
The Hays headquarters, incidentally, was without legal advisors all last 
week. The same time that Pettijohn went on the sick list Gabe Hess, 
the other Haysian barrister, took to his vacash. 





Heading chain deals closed by Radio is Warners for the entire circuit 
100% on Radio product, and a buy from the Famous Players Canadian 
chain. Last year FPL did not take Radio. Jules Levy, Radio’s general 
sales manager, closed both deals, with Arthur Cohen, managing director 
of FPL, and Leo Devaney, Radio’s Canadian district manager. 

Another deal closed by Radio is the Butterfield circuit (Michigan) of 
80 theatres. 





Horwitz-Hays pact on the zoning and protection situation in Cleve- 
land now threatens to be up in the air for some time to come, The 
Cleveland lawyer is in Europe and will have to scan the zoning com- 
promise before it can become effective. According to reports there is 
some rewording in the formula drafted by Haysian attorneys. 

This changing of verbiage was responsible for showers several times 
before when the pact was on the verge of being formally approved. 





Barker in front of a New York theatre showing nothing but Russian 
and Soviet films, was approached by a passerby with the usual, ‘Why 
don’t you go back to Russia?’ The barker said nothing, although it took 
him some time to get rid of the heckler. 

Actually the lad doing the spieling is a full-blooded American Indian. 





With a saving of $2,000 a week entailed at expiration of the lease on 
the Madison theatre, Detroit, dark for 18 months, Publix is attempting 
to return other unprofitable theatres there to the land holders. 

Biggest project of this kind Publix is attempting in Detroit is the Par- 
amount theatre and office bldg. House has been closed four months, 





Kickback from phoney picture previews in Hollywood and Los Angeles 
has been so bad that the Fox Uptown (L. A.) now precedes such show- 
ings with a trailer. It reads that while the theatre ‘does not guarantee 
all previews, every effort is made by the management to secure the 
initial showings of pictures produced by major studios.’ 





A fem star of the air will be played by Bebe Daniels for WB in ‘Radio 
Girl,’ soon to go into production at Burbank. Dick Powell, now on loan 
to Fox, will work opp Miss Daniels. He’s the picture house m.c. War- 
ners debuted in ‘Blessed Event’ and plan building up. 

Par is planning to star Kate Smith in a picture also, 





Metro, on its advertising line, ‘By Their Works Ye Shall Know Them,’ 
along with reproduction of pictures of contract talent, followed a similar 
ad from another company by exactly a year. 

Last summer Warners used an ad along the same lines, hailing its 
production talent as ‘By Their Hits Ye Shall Know Them.’ 





Hays office is querying the U. S, Treasury Dept. for a special inter- 
pretation of the tax law, eliminating working critics and newspapermen 
from paying tax on film passes. Until the reply Hays will not advise 
member companies to act to the contrary. 

Ruling already has eliminated drama critics from such obligations. 





As a result of conversion by Publix of the entire south into one divi- 
sion under R. H. O'Donnell, this division director will have two advertis- 


ing contact men under him. 
George Plank will be in charge of the southeast, while Ed Olmstead 


will have control of the Saenger string and the southwest. 





Only exhibitors seem to be worrying about the ‘executive booking pol- 


icy’ getting anywhere. 
Major distributors, and even indie producers, regard it as just a smart 
sales move with the possibility of being effectively practiced by only one 


or two companies in one or two spots, 





Henry Armetta, who's attracting considerable notice lately as a wop 
character, was once a valet to Bill Farnum. That was back around 
1915. When Farnum let him go, Armetta started hanging around the 
studios for whatever little bit parts he could pick up. 





Governor Roosevelt disappointed newsreel men during the Walker | 
removal hearing in Albany, which ended Friday (2), by refusing to allow 
them to grind on the proceedings, 

Not even stills were permitted. 

| 


eliminate three stories from its 





. . 
Inside Stufl—Radio 
a . 

Midwest newspaper found itself in a tough dilemma when one of thé 
advertisers demanded that it make room for the latter's program on the 
station operated by the daily or take a chance of losing the print busi- 
ness. Circumstances left the newspaper no alternative but to wait for 
the advertiser to make good its threat. 

Advertiser is the miller of a breakfast food with a kid program on 
NBC. Time required for the local release of the broadcast was 5:30, 
which spot happened to be filled by another juve show. Latter is a 
recorded session bankrolled by a competitor breakfast food and had been 
placed under one of those spot broadcasting contracts containing a ‘none 
movable’ clause, which prevented the newspaper-controlled stations from 
shifting the program to another niche on the schedule. Newspaper tried 


to explain this hitch to the newsprint advertiser but no avail. 
’ 





A record for audition commuting was hung up in 'Frisco last week 
when the Leon Livingston ad agency sent a flock of artists with techni< 
cian and equipment ’way down the country to Del Monte, Calif., where 
an industrial firm’s convention was in session. First time A. S. F, 
broadcasters have autoed a distance for a tryout. 

Retinue included four artists, technician, and a complete setup of 
sound effects, together with several agency execs. Arriving at the hotel 
where convention was headquartered, gang set up their equipment and 
auditioned for the conventioneers. 

Business firm’s main office is in Sacramento, so ad men will journey @ 
couple of hundred more miles this week for an answer on their tryout, 





A San Francisco radio actor hopes the church element is getting moré 
broadminded. : 

Handling a heavy dramatic part for transcriptions a church group is 
making, he concluded his first recording with a flock of epithets and 
caustic comments that were picked up and recorded via a mike hq 
thought was dead. 

He’s been waiting a week for his blue slip. H 


7 





National radio advertisers continue to forget there’s such a thing ag 
the Dixie network, although a year ago southern radio stations, mem< 
bers of the two national chains, predicted that the time was coming. 

The same reason obtains why the south does not get a better break 
with the national advertisers. They say there aren’t enough listeners in 
the south. The population is too thin and there’s no money for listener@ 
to spend in the south, : : 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Number of complaints arbitrated so far by the Artists’ Representas 
tives’ Assn., since formed in May, has passed the 100th mark. Whilé 
there have been numerous complaints against decisions reached, mostly. 
in disputes between agents or between agents and acts, these are gradu< 
ally narrowing down to a minimum with A. R. A. refusing to arbitrate 
anything unless all parties are present at hearings, 

As a result of demand to hear all sides and giving both the cour 
tesy of court-like rebuttal, many cases up for arbitration are being con< 
tinuously tabled until all principals concerned can attend hearings. 

Association ordinarily has a meeting every week, decisions usually 
averaging a half dozen for every meeting. 








Col. Stoopnagle and Budd were kept on the hop Friday (2) doing nine 
shows between the Paramount, New York, and the Academy. Ether 
comics had been booked into the latter spot for three days, with the final 
day overlapping the Paramount opening. Academy is RKO booked. 

Made the first time of an act doubling into the Paramount from ane 
other spot on the opening day. 


/ 





Donald Novis’ buildup by Publix is in hopes he may develop into @ 
permanent attraction for the Paramount, New York. In his third week 
at the house, chain has a 10 weeks’ contract on the NBC ether artist, 
with an option of six months. Salary is $500 a week. Novis will be 
switched to the Brooklyn house later, brought back to New York aa 
bookings warrant, t 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


The New York ‘Times’ in an editorial greets the new legit season 
optimistically and predicts that ‘greatness is about to déscend on the 
head of the American drama.’ However, it finds, there is ‘imperative 
need for plays, acting, direction and setting of a new and higher type. 

‘Theatre audiences for fine plays well produced will not be so large as 
the total theatre audience of the country used to be, because the movies 
have coralled the majority, which prefers the obvious and the stereo- 
typed. But the people who want drama which is original, stimulating 
and related to life, are surely going to get it. The movies are actually 
forcing inspiration and initiative on the theatre.’ 

In ‘The Nation,’ Joseph Wood Krutch writes that this season will seé 
a crisis in the theatre. He thinks the drama has a chance to come back, 
but points out it has not been worse than any other business. What is 
more important is the fact that Broadway especially is over-theatred, 
He figures New York can get along very well with one-third or one-half 
the number of current legit theatres. Many of them were thrown up 
hastily during the boom years, when there were more plays than houses, 
He adds: 

‘Theoretically the depression should have made people interested in 
serious things. Actually it has obviously had an opposite effect. Fewer 
plays and theatres which can be presented more economically than in the 
past six years is his solution. 


i3¢ 











Reappearance of Fred Stone in ‘Smiling Faces’ (Shubert) recalls thé 
hey-day of his career when teamed with Dave Montgomery. They 
starled in a honky-tonk at Leavenworth, Kans., and only split when 
Montgomery died. 

Under the management of Charles Dillingham the team scored a string 
of successes. The duo’s salary was $4,000 weekly at a time when thou- 
sand dollar salaries were rare. Stone directed that Montgomery get 
$1,000 weekly, disregarding the manager’s frequent suggestion that hs 
could get a straight man for $150. After Montgomery passed on the to- 
tal salary went to Stone. 

Stone is reputed to be very wealthy. Reported that before the open< 
ing of ‘Faces’ in New York that he wished to put the premiere back and 
play out of town for a few weeks, going so far as to offer to buy the 





show. Shuberts refused, 





Metro’s finally agreeing to ’32-'33 
schedule, including ‘Lulu Belle,’ is revealed as taking place only otter! Shuberts have set a schedule of taxes on passes, Included is the 
|every other member company of the Hays office protested and Hays, | government’s 10% and added is a slice for the ‘beneficial fund.’ Persons 
personally, took the censor reins from Col. Jason Joy into his own hands. | getting in ‘for nothing’ must pay at least a buck a pair. For instance, 
; B pass for two tickets for a show at $3 top calls for payment of $3.50 
RKO is going in for scrip books again. Instructions are for scrip book per ticket—30c. for the government and 20c. to the fund. Should the 
sales to be established on the circuit wherever feasible. j (Continued on page 39) 
Aimee ax ym 
. | eh ~ disim Eiteecesaty a RE Pe te 




















aw 


a a 


it ental, oan 

















—— 


36 


VARIETY 











British Clnching Canada Stage 
Hold, Money Rates Deter US. Cos. 





Toronto, Sept. 5 

Following the clear field afforded 
English companies when American 

produccrs left the Daminion severe- 
ly alone last season owing to the 
10-20% discount on the Canadian 
dollar, British legit purveyors are 
again preparing to make trans- 
Canada tours and further consoli- 
date the success which greeted them 
im 1931-32. 

Canadian funds are atill fluctuat- 
ing at a 10-15% discount, and 
whether this will again preclude the 
entry of American productions re- 
‘mains to be seen. No arrangements 
have yet been made for the routing 
of such entertainment. 

Newcomers to the Dominion this 
year will be tho Aldwych Theatre 
Players in an English farce reper- 
tory.. Heading the cast is William 
Daunt, who deputized for Ralph 
‘Lynn in the U. K. road tours of the 
Aldwych successes, and Madeline 
Gibson, last season in the New York 
and London productions of ‘Wake 
‘Up and Dream’ and ‘This Year of 
Grace.’ 

The company is being brought 
over here by Jack Minster, actor- 
‘manager who was here last season 
-with the Barry Jackson Players. 
Canadian tour is being handled by 
‘Ernest Rawley, who last year 
brought over the Colborne-Jones 
‘duo, Sir John Martin-Harvey, the 
Irish Players, Sir Barry Jackson's 
company and the Stratford-upon- 
Avon Players. Aldwych Theatre 
Players’ route is from Montreal to 
Vancouver. Company plays here 
early part of November, doing 
‘Rookery Nook’ and ‘Plunder,’ with 
probably ‘Thark’ on return. 

Colborne-Jones With Shaw 

Rawley is also bringing over the 
Colborne-Jones pair in Shaw's ‘Too 
True te Be Good.’ They open at 
Montreal on October 17 and play 
Toronto the weck of the 24th; then 

-across to the coast before returning 
to England to open at London in a 
play now being written for them by 
Robert Sherwood, whose ‘Queen's 
Husband’ did over $60,000 here in 
four weeks last season. 

There is indefinite talk of another 
visit from the D’Oyly Carte Com- 
pany in Gilbert and Sullivan; an 
English pantomime will be here for 
Christmas week; Sir Harry Lauder 
is scheduled for another farewell 
tour; the Dumbells Revue, opening 
in Hamilton on Labor Day, will 
make a trans-Canada tour, and 
Cameron Matthews will have an- 
other go at stock, having leased the 
Victoria from Famous Players Ca- 
nadian. 


Road Co-Op Revue 


Folds After 3 Wks. 
Of Bussing in East 

‘Merry-Go-Round,’ the co-op 
gasoline touring revue, closed after 
trying the New England road and 
upper New York state for three 
weeks. Show played 12 towns, cov- 
ering Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Connecticut and New York, before 
calling it a tour. 

Cast is back in New York and 
has split up into vaude acts al- 
though some talk of another try be- 
ing made with a bill posting com- 
pany interested. Original backer 
was the Barmac Corp., which re- 
‘fused further advances and thereby 
halted t!~> jaunt. 

Outfit tried one and twv nighters 
at $1.50 top with cast headed by 
Agnes Ayres, Billy Wayne, Bill Sea- 
bury, Shanon Day, and Ken Nichols. 
Transportation for the company of 
about 50, was by two busses with 
scenery making the jumps via r.r. 











One Tex. Legit, Anyhow 


Dallas, Sept. 5. 

Showhouse, town’s reputed legit 
jinx, is slated for another try some 
time in Oct. Backing is to be sup- 
plied by M. E. Cramer, Ft. Worth 
promoter, whose idea is a string of 
legit stands scattered among the 
larger Texas keys. However, noth- 
ing def along that line. 

John McKee, who handled the 
stage for Showhouse’s last success- 
ful stock season, is returning to that 
post. 

For almost 10 years house, for- 
merly Circle, has averaged at least 
one or two vain legit attempts each 
season, 





PENMAN’S STOCK 


Important Detroit Backing—Guest 
Star Idea 








Detroit, Sept. 5. 

New stock company projected 
here starts its season Sept 26 under 
the direction of Charles Penman. 
Associated with Penman Players is 
Harrington G. Holt, member of so- 
cially prominent local family as 
backer. 

Plan is to import a name guest 
star once every five weeks. Week- 
ly changes with only recent season 
product being used. Penman is now 
in New York recruiting a company 
and plays. 

Seale will be $1.25 and 50c top 
night and afternoon, 


Harris Sues Rose, Says 
‘Quilt’ Made $100,000; 
Asks an Accounting 


Through his attorney, Joseph P. 
Bickerten, Jr., Jed Harris is pro- 
ceeding against Billy Rose fer an 
accounting on ‘Sweet and Low’ in 
which he invested $25,000 with Rose. 
Latter claims the revue lost money 
while Harris contends that it is the 
same show as ‘Crazy Quilt,’ which 
toured to the coast last winter. 
Rose opened ‘Sweet and Low,’ his 
first managerial try, in Philadelphia 
two seasons ago, Harris aiding fi- 
nancially and in a directional way. 
Difference arose between them al- 
though they were supposed to be 
pals. Show came to Chanin’s 46th 
Street with Fannie Brice, James 
Barton and George Jessel starred. 
Business started mildly and the 
three leads took a salary cut. After 
that at an average around $17,000 
weekly, Rose claimed he had gotten 
his money back. 

Barton and Jessel withdrew and 
Phil Baker and Ted Healy went into 
the show which opened at the 44th 
Street after ‘Sweet and Low’ shut 
down. First announced as a new 
edition of ‘Sweet and Low’ which 
was to have the title of ‘Sweeter 
and Lower,’ the reyue resumed as 
‘Crazy Quilt.’ 

After playing a Chicago date last 
season ‘Quilt’ jumped to Memphis 
playing a picture theatre at pop 
prices and grossing $12,000 on the 
day. 

‘Quilt’ was ballyhooed through the 
west and was reported cleaning, 
Harris declares. Understood, how- 
ever, that the total profit was $79,- 
000 and that deductions made by 
Rose indicated a net profit slightly 
under $40,000. Bickerton estimated 
the profit at more than $100,000. 
‘Sweet and Low’ was owned by 
William Rose, Ine. The edition 
known as ‘Crazy Quilt’ was incor- 
porated under the name of Gotham 
Productions. Harris claims there 
was virtually no difference between 
the two shows and questions the 
reason for changing the incorpora- 
tion, also averring that Gotham 
paid off some obligations of William 
Rose, Inc., which indicated the close 
connection between the two shows. 











Season of Operettas on 
Coast, Albertson’s Plan 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Lillian Albertson expects to re- 
turn as a legit producer, and is 
negotiating with Pincus & Gottlob, 
Erlanger representatives in San 
Francisco, to produce a season of 
operettas for them on the Coast. 
Held a call for musical talent at 
the Mason Saturday (3), and if 
suitable talent can be secured, deal 
will go through. 


Miller Show Jammed 


Dubuque, Ia., Sept. 5. 

The long Centralia hill, noted as 
a death trap, has stopped many a 
career, but the latest exploit is that 
of tying up the Al Miller All-Star 
Theatrical Co., enroute from Albert 
Lea, Minn. to an engagement at 
Crown Point, Ind. 

A large truck of the company got 
eut of control on the hill when 
brakes failed to hold. A car in its 
path was badly damaged, and an- 
other was sent into the ditch. Two 
women were given hospital treat- 
ment The sheriff its holding the 
truck. 








IOWA U’S PLAY TRYOUT 


Lynn Riggs’ ‘Lonesome West’ to Be 
Produced First 
Iowa City, Ia., Sept. 5. 
Coincident with the opening of the 
fall semester, Iowa State University 
amnouncement has been made that 
drama activity for the 1932-33 sea- 
son will be featured again by 
premier showings of plays by known 
authors. 
Lynn Riggs will personally direct 
at Iowa City his ‘Lonesome West.’ 
Dates are Nov. 15, 16 and 17, 


Musical Revivals 
By Bob McLaughlin; 
Joel-‘Electra’ Tour 


Cleveland, Sept. 5. 

Musical stock is the newest ex- 
periment by Robert McLaughlin 
who is reviving ‘Merry Widow’ with 
an ambitious cast of about 100. 
After current run, plan is to take 
it on tour. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ which 
McLaughlin recently produced at 
the Ohio, with morning matinees 
for the first time, is being sent on 
tour with Stanford Zucker, Cleve- 
lander, as broker. Clara Joel, who 
took lead in a.m. shows, heads the 
road production. Alice Brady was 
starred in evening performances, 
but was called back to New York 
fer rehearsals of new play. 
Current revival of ‘Merry Widow’ 
has recruited Donald Brian, who 
played Prince Danilo in original 
preduction 25 years ago. Virginia 
O’Brien, his wife, and Ruth Altman 
have lead femme roles, with Roy 
Cropper, Detmar Poppen, Paul 
Flood and William White in sup- 
port. 

Revival also features chorus of 
80, including Bebe Barri’s troupe 
back frem a RKO trip, and local 
Corley Dancers, and a symphony 
orchestra of 25 led by Angelo Vi- 
tale. with Clifford Barnes as guest 
conductor. 

If ambitious experiment clicks, 
the Kobert McLaughlin-Sam Man- 
he'm rep combine intends to 
Plunge further in musicals by re- 
viving ‘Irene,’ with Helen Ford, 
an? ‘The Back Crook.’ 


‘BUDGET,’ ‘LILIOM’ OPEN 
BALTO’S 2 LEGITERS 


Baltimore, Sept. 5. 


Local legit season hoists sail 
Sept. 12 when the Maryland relights 
for the premier of ‘The Budget,’ 
new play by Robert Middlemass, 
featuring Lynn Overman and Mary 
Lawior. Harry Askin and U. Ford 
get the presentation title. 

Two weeks later the rival le- 
giter, Ford's, will display Eva La 
Gallienne for a week. Latter is 
bringing two plays, one a revival of 
‘Liliom,’ with Rudolph Schildkraut 
again in the title spot, and ‘Ca- 
milie.’ 

Following, the house draws Ed 
Wynn's ‘Laugh Parade,’ the Guild's 
new ‘Pure In Heart,’ and Earl Car- 
roll’s ‘Vanities.’ 

















Hotel Management Takes 
Shubert, New Haven 


New Haven, Sept. 5. 

Shubert, city’s only legit house, 
will be operated by management of 
the hotel Taft, under J. C. Lavin, 
managing director. Attempt was 
made by interested parties to have 
a number of local business and civic 
leaders underwrite a portion of the 
expenses of operation but whether 
or not the attempt was successful 
could not be learned. 

Lavin announces appointment of 
E. D. Eldridge to continue in charge 
of house. Agreement reached with 
stagehands and musicians. 

Pooking of ‘Cat and Fiddle’ for 
three days, Sept. 26, announced but 
whether or not this is opening date 
for house is undecided. 


Operetta Tryout 


Provincetown, Mass., Sept. 5. 

‘Midnight Love,’ musical comedy 
by Dok Eisenbourg, assistant mu- 
sical conductor of the Yankee Radio 
Network, Boston, was given its pre- 
miere here last week by the Wharf 
Players. The story concerns a 
French heiress, who falls in love 
with an East Side taxi driver in 
Central Park. 

‘Midnight Love’ is the first mu- 
sical comedy written by WBisen- 
bourg, who has beén a jazz band 








leader for several years, 


Tuesday, 


september 6, 1932 





BROADWAY REVIEW 
SMILING FACES 


Musical comedy in two acts, presented 
at the Shubert, New York, Aug. 30, by 
the Shuberts (receivers); Fred and Dorothy 
Stone starred; book by Harry Clarke; 





score by Harry Revel; lyrics by Mack 
Gordon; staged by R. H. Burnside. 

Helen Sydney......++++++ Barbara Williams 
George Black......++++ee++ Bradford Hatten 
Robert Bowington.....++++++- Roy Royston 
Perkin. .cccccccccccsveceeveres Boyd Davis 
Arthur Lawrence.......++.+- Charles Collins 
Amy Edwards........ssse0+: Hope Emerson 
First Assiatant.....cccsccccces Ray Romain 
Second Assistant. .....e-eeee+. Tom Romain 
Peggy Poat.....ccccccsessccs Dorothy Stone 
Monument Spleen. .......-..0-++ Fred Stone 
Sybilla Richter.......65.. Isabel O' Madigan 
Cordonta Potts. ......eeee6- Adora Andrews 
Horatio Dairymple........+..+- Ali Youssoff 
idward Richter........ eceece Eddie Garvey 
Mildred MeKay......ceseeeees Doris Patson 
WORE. ccccccccccccceceess Bradford Hatton 
BIOUIMOD..0 2 ccccccccescececccess Harold Offer 
GONE. cc cccsecccecvess Thomas Sternfeld 
BEtwlaRer.... cccccccccccccceesecs Rex Coeover 
BIGROD. «cc ccccccccvcssccsccceces Carl Duart 





The Fred Stone show, with Doro- 
thy co-starred, is the initial attrac- 
tion on Broadway for the new sea- 
son under the sponsorship of the 
Shubert Theatre Corporation, in re- 
ceivership, which loeks to its shows 
to help better the corp’s financial 
standing. That ‘Smiling Faces’ will 
materially aid is doubtful, though 
it is better than rated. Limited en- 
gagement, despite the Stone draw. 

Grizzled Fred Stone made a brave 
showing, recalling the comic antics 
that made him celebrated along 
Broadway when teamed with the 
late Dave Montgomery, and which 
carried him on to wealth and fame, 
alone. Under the Dillingham ban- 
ner the Stone shows usually ran a 
year at the Globe and a year on 
tour. 


With each succeeding show Stone 
had some new acrebatice stunt that 
built his rep of being the most 
versatile comedian of his day. Then 
came the crack-up in a plane, which 
took him out of the picture as an 
eccentric dancer and curtailed his 
athletic ability. The accident was 
just before the opening of ‘Three 
Cheers’ (1925) when his friend, Will 
Rogers, hurried from the coast and 
stepped in for Stone. 

It is the veteran Stone now. He’s 
not much on the hoofing, but does 
the trapoline getaway, hangs onto 
the curtain and performs other 
stunts to indicate there’s some life 
in the old boy yet. Also an impres- 
sion of Rogers, hat, gum, lariat and 
some gags. 

Dorothy Stone is co-starred, 
having replaced her kid _ sister, 
Paula, who was on tour with daddy 
last season. Miss Stone duos with 
her vaudeville partner (and hus- 
band, Charles Collins, their best 
team contribution a waltz evolution, 
a graceful interlude that stands 
out. To them is given the score’s 
best tune ‘There Will Be a Girl.’ 

No doubt at all that Dorothy adds 
to ‘Smiling _ Faces,’ but the 
strengthening feature, not in the 
road line-up, is a unit group of 16 
girls, the Muriel Abbott Dancers. 
They replace the chorus except for 
a dozen show girls. The Abbotts 
were probably on once too often, 
but they ianded, especially in the 
first act. Same group was in 
‘Clowns in Clover’ which expired 
in Chicago where the girls were re- 
garded as the best feature. 

Miss Stone and Collins had most 
of the song and dance assignments 
in the first act, the English duo 
of Doris Patson and Roy Royston 
swung into action later. They scored 
with ‘Little Stucco in The Sticks.’ 
Royston soloed with ‘Quick Henry, 
The Filit.. That was not so hot, 
but the bits and numbers with Miss 
Patson ran a close second to the 
Miss Stone-Collins combo. 

Foiling for and with Fred Stone 
is Hope Emerson, comparable in 
size to Kate Smith and Aunt Je- 
mima, but much taller. She sang 
‘Poor Little, Shy Little, Demure 
Little Me’ with a background of 
eight chorus boys. With that figure 
she didn’t need them nor did the 
show. Miss Emerson was on late 
with ‘Old Spanish Custom,’ fair. 

There is a story, plenty of it, in- 
deed, too much of it. Back from a 
trip around the world, Arthur, a 
youth, meets Amy, a chorus girl he 
used to love. Now she is a picture 
star, on location at his friend Bob’s 
Long Island home. Father’s will 
stipulates he must marry a girl in 
the social register. To correct that 
he arranges for Amy to wed chum 
Bob, get her name among the blue 
1g get a divorce and then marry 
1im., 

Scene changes to Havana where 
Mildred, whom Arthur met abroad, 
arrives. Bob was supposed to be 
keen about her too, but he decides 
he loves Amy and the other couple 
pair up. Amid the romancing is 
the supposed making of a motion 
picture, directed by Monument 
Spleen (Fred Stone). Prop camera 
used is a flimsy affair and could 
just as easily have been authentic. 

The Shubert name does not ap- 
pear in the program billing. There 
are no credits for the staging but 
R. H. Burnside handled the book 
and the Abbott dancers take care 
of all the ensemble stepping. Quite a 
lot of hoofing throughout, mostly 
duo work. 

Understood attempts to brighten 
the book met with no little resist- 





ance from Stone who expressed 


' confidence that his class of clientele 


OUT OF TOWN REVIEWS 
HERE TODAY 


Atlantic City, A 

This light-footed play ty teen 
Oppenheimer as staged by Georges 
Kaufman turned out to be a non- 
sensicaNy bright and clever piece 
of work in its opening Performance 
at the Apollo here Monday eve- 
ning (29). 


The author, member of a New 
York publishing house, ig evident! 
limning that portion of the liter. 
ary circle represented by the ultra. 
modern group whose brilliance jg 
matched to a great extent by its ir- 
responsible attitude toward the 
world in general. 


Labeled ‘a comedy of bad man- 
ners’, ‘Here Today’ dishes up in a 
new manner and serves with Spiced 
sauce the venerable tale of the 
divorced couple whose love ig re. 
awakened when one finds the other 
involved in a fresh romance. It 
tells what happens when a young 
author has his former wife, a suc. 
cessful playwright, and her male 
traveling companion, turn up at a 
Nassau estate just as he becomes 
engaged to a young society woman 
who has already accepted a staid, 
respectable Boston insurance broker. 

The ex-wife cheerfully lends her 
ex-husband a helping hand with his 
new romance until she discovers she 
wants him for herself again and 
the divorced pair renew their union. 

The theme provides sufficient 
frame on which to string out some 
genuinely amusing lines and farcical 
situations, well seasoned with bur- 
lesque and parody. 


Kaufman's direction keeps the 
play at concert pitch and the re- 
markably good cast that Sam Har- 
ris has assembled tosses off much 
breezy dialog that carries the piece 
along to incessant chuckles. 


Ruth Gordon fits the part of the 
heroine like a glove. Charles D. 
Brown, as her companion and friend 
of her former husband, provides the 
recurring obbligato. Charlotte Gran- 
ville is the irascible dowager; Sally 
Bates, her daughter who finally 
chooses an ordered life to the mad 
and merry one offered by the young 
writer in the hands of Donald Mac- 
Donald; Paul McGrath is the model 
fiance; Geoffrey Bryant, the im- 
petuous young partner, who inno- 
cently brings about a happy ending, 
and Elizabeth Taylor, an innocently 
amusing West Indian Negro maid, 
Weintraub. 


CAT AND FIDDLE 
(COAST) 


San Francisco, Sept. 1. 

Curran is currently housing Be- 
lasco & Curran’s Coast production 
of this Kern-Harbach musical upon 
which B. & C. pinned all hopes 
for an ensuing season. Show has 
clicked so solidly here that in its 
fifth week biz is still top notch with 
one and possibly two weeks more 
to go. Local smash has delayed the 
Los Angeles run and also has given 
B. and C. the idea of putting it out 
on the road after L. A. 


As presented locally show is un- 
der a big nut with a stage crew 
of 22 drawing more weekly salary 
than it takes to produce some of 
these Pacific Coast legit efforts. An 
orchestra of 18 is another heavy 
item, as also is the salary of Helen 
Gahagan, the star. 

It’s pretty much Miss CGahagan’s 
show throughout, though Olga Bac- 
lanova, as Odette, is a load of help. 
Inez Courtney and Mervyn Jensen 
are an excellent comedy team and 
Sam Ash's troubador character is 
well drawn. Armand Kaliz, as Dau- 
det; Edgar Norton, as Chatterly, 
and Olaf Hytten, as Biddlesby, all 
fit. Paul Gregory is opposite Miss 
Gahagan, 

Edgar MacGregor’s staging is 
neat, while the orchestra, batoned 
by Roy Webb, is competent. 


Dale Winter Abandoning 
‘rene’ for Duffy Casts 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Due to desire of Henry Duffy, 
her husband, to utilize her in his 
coast legit productions, Dale Win- 
ter is retiring from the title lead 
in Fanchon & Marco's tab, ‘Irene,’ 
following its Oakland engagement, 
Sept. 16. 

Original contract was for the 
coast houses only, so her withdraw< 
al from part is by mutual agree< 
ment. No successor so far se 
lected. 











Gordinier Co. in Akron 
Akron, O., Sept. 5. 
Gordinier Players, sponsored bY 
Clyde Gordinier, and headed by Lea 
Ryon and James Blain, inaugurated 
an indefinite stock run at Civic 
Playhouse, Sept. 3. 
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would be drawn and would like his 
brand of comedy. But on the open- 
ing night that factor was the weak- 
est part of the show. Not a real 
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Cinematic Hinterland Now 
For Rotating 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 


L. K. Brin, Wisconsin exhibitor 


who hag recently been expanding, is 
formulating a midwestern legit 
swing around understood to involve 


about eight towns. Brin is reported 
of the opinion that the legit-starved 
smaller towns which are showing 
signs of too much cinema can han- 
dle a legit show once every few 
weeks or SO. 

Sctup as tentatively conceived by 
Brin is to use a guest star of box- 
office draw with each new produc- 
tion to be cast out of Chicago and 
presented for a week or longer at 


the Majestic, Milwaukee, which 
Brin owns. ' 
After that dates in Superior, 


Green Bay, Fond du Lac, Madison 
and other midwestern small cities 
follow at $1.50. Route would be 


fixed. 


Sticks’ Demand 





(Continued from pag 1) 


tion costs prohibited touring. Road 
managers are now 
attractions and in addition there 
are many dark picture houses to 
be had for the asking, along with 
auditoriums which are numerous in 
the interior. 
Lower Fares Figure 

Even big shows are deemed to 
have a chance of successfully playing 
the smaller stands because of 
the long lapse of ‘flesh and blood,’ 
and the items of railroading is not 
as formidable. Fare concessions 
emphasized by ‘nearly all railroads 
now includes special party rates. 
Whereas it was necessary for 100 
fares for a special train, the lines 
will aceept 75 fares, such trains 
running as second sections, baggage 
cars being coupled to the specials. 

With broken time bookings no 
jonger a problem, it is a matter of 
securing shows. There are quite 
a few attractions that never played 
outside of the key cities, while half 
a dozen musicals, some of which 
did tour that territory, are again 
eligible for repeats. It is not be- 
lieved that the smaller stand book- 
ings can be started until October. 
If the U. B. O. does not touch that 
class of bookings by then, they will 
be made independently. Some show- 
men who know the road, however, 
are planning to take to wildcatting 
as formerly, having an agent out a 
month ahead. 

U. B. O. Problems 

The U. B. O. is concentrating on 
trying to supply shows for the ma- 
jor keys, but it isn’t all smooth 
sailing. In addition the two bookers 
(Gus Pitou and Jules Murry) for 
the Erlanger and Shubert theatres 
on Broadway are scouting for prom- 
ising new shows and it is reported 
there have been clashes between 
them. 

The Shubert booker has more 
houses to supply, having the Shu- 
bert receivership theatres and those 
personally owned (tossed back by 
the receivers) by the Shuberts. The 
former group, which is iimited, has 
first call on bookings. It is only 
when out of town bookings are made 
that the two bookers get together. 
They are on their own so far as 
New York is concerned, arrange- 
ment being that Erlanger’s and the 
Shuberts shall alternate on book- 
ings until the houses of both sides 
are occupied. After that the Shu- 
berts’ own houses will fcllow, then 
indie houses, if not booked direct. 
Some receivership shows will go 
into personally owned Shubert the- 
atres regardless, because the receiv- 
ers have let go all musical com- 
edy houses, except the Imperial and 
Chanin’s 46th Street, which are be- 
ing operated by arrangement with 
the mortgagces. 


. . . 
Launch Winnipeg Munie 
Winnipeg, Sept. 5. 

The Earl of Bessborough, Cana- 
da’s Governor-General, bounced a 
bottle of champagne off the corner- 
stone of the new civic auditorium 
here amid cheers and speeches of 
the city fathers. 

The Aud. has two theatres—one 
seating 3,000 and one 1,000. Place 
opens Oct. 15 with a_ traveling 
salesmen’s convention. lt is hoped 
many concert features will be at- 
tracted to the city by it. 

B. G. Parker is manager. 


Ripe 
Legit, Says Exhi 


Juvenile Dearth 





A scarcity of juveniles exists 
for Broadway. That’s the prime 
complaint right now among the 
casters and managers. 

Consensus that all the worth 
while juves are on the Coast 
in pictures. 








clamoring for. 








Philly’s Chinese Co. Is 
A La Butler Davenport; 
Pass Plate, No Admish 


Philadelphia, Sept. 5. 

Philly, for the first time in many 
years, has a Chinese theatre. Out- 
fit is called the Sen Black Choy 
Company, hailing from the Oriental 
opera house in Shanghai. It is 
playing in a converted store room 
at 3th and Race streets, the center 
of this city’s Chinese section. There 
are 17 actors and nine musicians, 
all playing on a share basis for the 
bencfit of the unemployment relief 
fund of the local Chinese colony. 

A!though at first only Orientals 
attended, the troupe has now at- 
tracted the attention of those Iook- 
ing for anything ‘arty’ or new in 
the theatre and theatre parties of 
the socially -prominent are not un- 
common. Outfit is having a lot of 
trouble with fire marshal because 
of lack of exits and may have to 
move or give up. 

No regular admission scale, but 
a collection proposition from those 
in audience. Shows go on from 8 
to 12 nightly with matinees Sun- 
days. There is a repertoire of 200 
plays, may of them very, very old. 
No programs with English descrip- 
tions are used, Occidentals having 
to take a chance on getting the 
dritt of the action. 


STAGE HANDS WORKING 
UNDER OLD PACT TERMS 


Legit season opens without a 
wage agreement between the man- 
agers and stage hands in New York. 
Same applies to road show crews. 


Managers sought a one-third deduc- 
tion with the union considering a 
concession of about 9%. Sunday at 
a special session the stage hands 
voted to continue the deadlock and 
crews will work under the same 
scale and conditions set forth in 
the two-year contract that expired 
Monday (5). 

The Theatre League which is ne- 
gotiating for the managers recently 
lowered its demand to a 20% cut. 
Wage agreements are still to be mad¢ 
in other keys, but in a number of 
smalier stands cuts are already ef- 
fective. 


Andrews After Fim 
Team for ‘Spook House’ 


Lyle Andrews is making overtures 
to secure Herbert Rawlinson and 
Agnes Ayres to head the cast in his 
new show, ‘Spook House.’ Both are 
from pictures. 

Rawlinson has been playing in 
both legit and vaude while Miss 
Ayres recently closed with a co-op 
musical which tried the road in the 
east for three weeks. 














New Skinner Recital 


Providence, Sept. 5. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, diseuse, 
presented her new ‘studies’ of Em- 
press Eugenie before a capacity au- 
dience of society people at the New- 
port Casino last week (29). 

The portraiture of Empress Eu- | 
genie is in five parts. { 


GOLDTREE PEDDLES PLAYS 
San Francisco, Sept. 

Allen Kine has taken ‘Married 
Virgin’ off his Moulin Rouge in 
Oakland after eight weeks and this | 
week opens ‘Flat Tire.’ 

Roth ‘Tire’ and ‘Virgin’ owned by 
Sid Goldtree, who previously played 
them at his Green Steer in bo- 
hemian ’Friseo and who’s now leas- 
ing them to King. 
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Put $50,000 Price on 
‘Magoo’ with No Takers 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Ben Hecht, Billy Rose, Gene 
Fowler and Al Lewis are reported 
asking $50,000 for ‘The Great 
Magoo,’ which opens on Broadway 
soon. 

Producers so _ far 
awaiting audience 
opener. 


indifferent, 
reaction at 


Burlesk Starved Out 
Of Gaiety; House Now 
Goes Back to Legit 


Stock burlesque as a Broadway 
menace was somewhat dented last 
week when the Gaiety shut down 


abruptly with one of the Minsky 
outfits. Latter just could not pay 
the rent to Erlanger’s after up and 
down business for about a month. 

The Gaiety (a name similar to 
burly houses in many cities) was 
a noted legit theatre to which policy 
it will return. For several years it 
has mostly been devoted to picture 
exploitation. 

Arrangement with the Minsky’s 
required $2,000 rent weekly, payable 
each Monday at noon. Rent time 
was set back one day, but when the 
coin was not forthcoming, Eriang- 
er’s ordered the show ousted im- 
mediately. The Central continues 
with burlesque as also the Repub- 
lic and Eltinge on 42nd street. 


CARROLL FOREIGN IDEA 
AND PEOPLE DISCARDED 


Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ now in 
rehearsal was originally planned as 
a French revue. It was to have been 
called ‘Folies Bergere’ which ex- 
plains why he engaged so much 
foreign talent and why most of it 
hag Leen discarded, especially the 
Parisian contingent. 

The producer arranged with the 
Paris revue sponsors to use ‘Folies 
Bergere’ over here. Fact that Max 
Rudnick lifted the famous revue 
titie for his ill-starred vaudeville- 
revue which closed in Newark after 
a week and two days, without pay- 
ing off, virtually killed the name 
valuc for Broadway, at this time at 
least. In changing plans Carroll 
decided to soft-pedal on the foreign 
show idea and keep his ‘Vanities’ 
title. 

Tue French acts were brought 
over under the guidance of George 
W. Lattimore, American, ccojored 
agent of Paris. Lattimore was once 
secretary of the late, noted detec- 
tive, William Pinkerton. He is 
ercdited with taking Will Marion 
Cook and band abroad and later 
spoiting hundreds of colored musi- 
cians con the continent. Lattimore 
secks 1o book his people elsewhere 
here, although they are said to be 





under limited term contracts to 
Carroll who is ready to release 
thern. 


wimed that Rudnick is seeking 
a new backer with the idea of pre- 
senting ‘Bergere’ regularly on the 
basis of eight performances weekly 
at $3.30 top instead of 14 times a 
week at a dollar top. None of the 
original leads is mentioned in the 
supposed new line-up nor has bond 
been posted with Equity, where 
Salary claims of ‘Bergere’ cast have 





| local production. 


| Sally Rand, Frank Shannon, 


'y 
jlanny 


1 Holly wood and ‘Frisco via plane. 


been filed. 





Chaz Chase Out, Bernie 
In as Blocki’s Angel 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Changes in Fritz Blocki’s ‘World 
Between’ production has the Ade!- 
phi substituted for the Selwyn and 
Chaz Chase, the comedian, out as 
financial sponsor. Ben Bernie, who 
put up cash for Gregory Ratoff’s 
theatrical enterprises, joins with 


—— 


Prairie Hoi Polloi Pick Up Opera 
When Aristocrats Can't Afford It 





First Night Conflict 


With four productions usher- 
ing in the new season this 
week there are two opposing 
premieres tonight when ‘Here 
Today’ bows into the Barry- 
more, and ‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ 
rings up at the 44th Street. 

Although the quartet evaded 
Monday night because of Labor 
Day, it is indicated that one or 
both of tonight’s shows figure 
on ducking the first string 
critics. Multiple openings have 
frequently occurred on the 
same night for the same rea- 
son. 

Last season “The Laugh Pa- 
rade’ was so spotted that it 

' got the second string review- 
ers. But it turned out a sur- 
prise hit and subsequently the 
first string boys gave the show 
a rousing second notice. 


At $32,000 Whiy., 
St. L. Muny Opera 
16% Under Last Yr. 


St. Louis, Sept. 5. 

Final figures on the Muncipal 
Opera, which closed its season of 
12 weeks of 82 performances a 
week ago, showed receipts of $384,- 
632 on an average around $32,000 
weekly. 

Receipts are 16% under last year. 
Although total expenses have not 
been tabulated, officials say a deficit 
of a few thousand dollars is certain 
but can be met out of a surplus re- 
maining from former seasons. 


RICHARD 0. OBEE, 65, 
A SUICIDE IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Riehard O. Obee, 65, one of the 
country’s vet legit road managers, 
suicided by shooting himself here 
Aug. 27. 

Obee had just returned from man- 
aging a Fanchon & Marco unit and 
was prevented from joining his 
wife in Portland, Ore., by Jack of 
funds. Not generally known that 
less than two weeks before he had 
permitted an insurance policy to 
lapse, leaving the widow in a pre- 
carious financial position. A daugh- 
ter is in England. 

Obee, headquartering here after 
having seen an active life as man- 
ager of numerous legit shows, was 
an occasional contributor to “The 
Quill,’ organ of the Theatrical Press 
Agents’ Association of America, 


Hot, Ill, Lee Shubert 
Postpones Loop Deals 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Lee Shubert was kept in New 
York on doctor’s advice and did not 
come to Chicago as expected last 
week. Several business deals pend- 
ing that require his personal atten- 
tion in Chicago will be postponed. 

Shubert was in St. Louis when 
the excessive Mie :ouri heat was re- 
ported affecting him. Mindful of his 
recent serious illness and incom- 
plete return to health, the medicos 
ordered him .o rest and forget busi- 
ness, 




















Max Gordon Ill 








R. G. Lydy, operator of numerous 
loop auto parks, in financing the | 
! 
Cast will include DeWolf Hopper, | 
Wil- | 
Ruhl, Sidonie Espere, Har- | 
riette Gapaldo, Jay Romana, Benze 
Norton and Robert Fiske. 
Piece opens Sept. 18. 


Inez Courtney Engaged 
San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Inez Courtney, playing in ‘Cat 

And Fiddle,’ at the Curran, hag an- 

nouncea her engagement to Stan- 


ley Pascal, former Princetor 


|der and New York broker. 
between |cash advance of $58 and $962 for 
llegal services 


Pascal is 


doubling 


ODS dg SAS a y Z z ke ay 


| Harris hag 


Under dector’s orders Max Gor- 


|} don is resting at his home. He was 


knocked over by the heat last week 
in Phila. where his new musical, 
‘Flying Colors is showing. 

The revue is due on Broadway at 
the Imperial next week Sam H 
made several] 
advise on ‘Colors’ in Gor- 


trips to 
I hilly t< 


idon’s absence 


MOROSCO SUED 


Los Angcles Sept 5 


Wayne Compton, San Diego law- 


yer, fas brought suit in Municipal 
court here for $1,270 against Oliver 
grid- | Morosco. 


Lists two notes $250, | 


| 


totaling 


la 1 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 
Outdoor produced by an 
unknown manager and sung by un- 
known artists drew an audience of 
35,000 persons at 55 cents to $2.20 
in Soldier’s Field. As a result of 
which Chicago may have opera at 
the Majestic theatre and also at the 
west side Stadium this season. Ac- 
tive preparations for both enter- 
prises started as soon as the pro- 
moters got an eyeful of that mob 
that flocked to hear ‘Aida’ performed 
on a bare platform. 


Up to now opera has been aristo- 
cratic, artistic and unprofitable in 
Chicago at $6.60 top. But 20 years 


opera 


of propaganda through public 
schools, newspapers, and cultural 


centers has seemingly built up an 
audience for it and it is now be- 
lieved that with the Civic Opera 
a $10,000,000 flop and Samuel Insull 
in Europe, opera may become pro- 
letarian, popular and profitable. 

Soldier’s Field had no diamond 
horseshoe and neither will the Sta- 
dium where Sidney Stroth, Charles 
Blake and Moe Frank expect to put 
on opera every Saturday night 
throughout the season starting in 
October. Majestic if converted to 
opera under Alfredo Salmaggi au- 
spices, as reported, will have a mez- 
zanine capable of ritz employment 
but nothing like the old style os- 
tentation tier. 

So for the first time, and because 
the depression bankrupted the for- 
mer plutotecratic underwriters of the 
annual artistic deficit, the opera 
of elegance is over and _ there 
seems to be a dawning of an opera 
motivated by a desire for profit and 
strictly commercial. 

Envy Frisco 

Chicago music-lovers have been 
chewing their nails in envy because 
San Francisco is about to open a 
deluxe municipally-owned moder- 
ate-scaled opera house. 

‘Aida’ may have sold out because 
they advertised: camels and ele- 
phants for second act dressing. They 
delivered camels and elephants. Two 
of each and 10 mounted cops with 
Egyptian nightgowns over 
uniforms. They galloped in the 
space between orchestra and audi- 
ence. The stage, made of planks 
laid on improvised piles would 
never have sustained animals. As 
it was half the scenery, consisting 
of canvas pillars, blew down in a 
sudden breeze. 

It got over nicely. The ‘public 
was satisfied, and the showmanship 
in the second act proved quite ef- 
fective. There was only one scene 
but the costumes were changed 
each act and that helped. Radames 
(Pasquala Ferrara) and Aida 
(Anna Leskaya) in a big love- 
clinch proved the big laugh, for at 
that moment a stagehand, absent 
minded, wandered across backstage 
in front of a pyramid. 

Difficulty of cheap opera appears 
to be the task of keeping Italian 
enthusiasts with 55 cents tickets 
from invading the $1.65 section. It 
took battalion of ushers to pull 
usurpers out of their places. They 
never got down in the sacred pre- 
cincts of $2.20. 


7 SHOWS EQUITY LIMIT 
ON O'NEILL MARATHONS 


Eyuity has issued a new ruling 
concerning steck presentations of 
abnormally long plays such as 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ and 
‘Strange Interlude.’ 

They may not be played more 
than six times weekly, seven being 
allowed in Sunday stands, unless 
the actors are paid one-sixth, or 
oneé-seventh, additional salary for 











each performance over the new 
maximum for such plays. Ordi- 
nary 16 performances per week 
applies to stocks 


In Cleveland ‘Electra’ was given 
by lobert McLaughlin’s stock on 


times basis, Alice Brady go- 
ing on for six performances and 
Clara Joel for four. On the days 
of twe performances first show 
Staried at 11 p.m. with intermis- 
ior. zt o'clock, 
When McLaughlin was advised of 
Equity’s stand in the matter, the 


supporing «Ggast was 
sixths extra salary 


paid four- 


their 


‘at a 
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Folksong Lyrics 
Dances with 


By Eugene Lyons 
Moscow, Aug. 22. 
soviet capital also had its Olym- 


pics, only instead of being dedicated 
to sports they were given over to 
the arts—song, dance, theatre, etc. 
A aational Olympiad of amateur 
artists, with 3,000 non-professionals 
from every corner of the land tak- 
ing part, has just concluded its 
eight-day course. 

Everywhere in the Soviet Union 
there are theatrical circles, choirs, 
dance groups, artistic clubs. The 
Olympiad brought representatives 
of such groups together in Moscow 
for the first time to do their stuff. 
It was a grand show—short on 
talent, but long on enthusiasm. 

Show was carried on in 25 differ- 
ent languages. 

A feature was to watch how 
primitive races were adapting their 
ancient arts to suit Soviet sur- 
roundings. Songs centuries old 
were chanted in the old manner, 
but in words that celebrated trac- 
tors, collective farms, the five-year 
plan and other staples of the pres- 
ent Russian scene. Chinese acro- 
bats cut of Vladivostok put on sym- 
bolic performances about the revo- 
lution, although the manner of their 
work dates back to Confuci:s. 
Uzbek dances known to Tamerlane 
and Ghengis Khan were to be seen 
in the park here, with irrigation 
and industrialization as their 
themes 

Purpose of the Olympiad was to 
encourage these amateur groups 
and to teach them the importance ef 
the political side of their work. 
Prizes and banners and speeches 
distributed in abundance. Every- 
body wen. 


South Africa 


By H. HANSON 








Capetown, Aug. T. 

Cold winter snap over here, with 
oceasional sunshine, and business 
still low. 

Unemployed musicians here get- 
ting publicity through campaign 
advocating orchestras under the 
control of municipalities for public 
performances. Out-of-work musi- 
cians complain that members who 
played in cinema orchestras at 
night held paying day jobs. 





The South African Trades and 
Labor Council has protested to the 
government over African Consoli- 
dated Theatres ordering tne bronze 
work for a new cinema in Cape- 
town from a German firm, costing 
£6,500. African Consolidated The- 
atres’ answer to the protest is that 
tenders were called for and with 
only one reply. and that from a firm 
With a German name. 





Freda Godfrey, popular actress 
during the late Leonard Rayne’s 
regime in South Africa, has re- 
turned for a visit. 





Tohanneshurg wants a Repertory 
theatre and appeals for funds are 
being made. 


Mexico Sees Spurt 


Mexico City, Sept. 1. 

For the first time in many moons 
every legit theatre is occupied. Pop 
prices are prevailing, tops ranging 
from 30 to 15 cents. Patronage is 
good, managers report. 

Improvement of biz in local show 
field is further demonstrated by fact 
the owners of the Teatro Principal 
changed their mind about tearing 
down the venerable edifice, one of 
the oldest of its kind in the New 
World. House has been remodelled 
and is now housing a musical com- 
edy company. 


Walk-Out With Mayor 


Mexico City, Sept. 1. 





Soviet at Olympiad Displays 


Irrigation as Theme 














on Tractors, 





MILLER PIECE A HIT 


‘Behold’ Grosses $9,000 and Attracts 
A Library Buy 








London, Sept. 5. 

‘Behold We Live,’ Gilbert Miller’s 

first production of the season here, 

seems to have caught on despite the 

heat. Last week's receipts about 
$9,000. 

Library deal has been made, 


‘FIRE BIRD’ ONE LONDON 
HIT IN FIVE STARTS 


London, Aug. 27. 

Only possible West End success 
in a week which contained five 
plays, four of them hopeless, is 
‘Firebird,’ an. Austrian adaptation 
from a play by Lajos Zilahy, at the 
Playhouse. 
Gladys Cooper presumably picked 
the play as it gave her plenty of 
histrionic opportunities, of which she 
took here usual advantage. Piece 
was generally well acted and ap- 
peared brilliant alongside its rivals. 
On the previous night ‘Paris in 
London’ was produced at the Com- 
edy. A cheap revue, with the Kom- 
arova Ballet and A. W. Bascomb its 
main draw, it promises little. 





Mex. Nat’l RR Halves 
Theatrical Co. Rates 


Mexico City, Sept. 1. 

Show biz has obtained breaks that 
they have sought for a long time. 
National Railways of Mexico has 
granted show troups 50% discount 
in fares. 

Local electric light and power 
company has sliced 40% off-its serv- 
ice rates to theatres of the Federal 
district. 





Opens in Dublin 

Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 5. 
Wally Crisham, dancer, sails for 
the other side late this month to 
epen at the Royal theatre, Dublin, 
Oct. 10. 
He then goes to Londog and 
Berlin. 


JANNINGS’ LONDON PLAY 


Hoffe Piece Replaced By ‘Sunset’ 
After Run In Vienna 








London, Sept. 5. 


The arrangement that Emil Jan- 
nings would appear in London in a 
Monckton Hoffe play has gone 
awry, and the German star will be 
seen in London next January ina 
piece called ‘Before Sunset.’ 

He is at present producing the 
play in Vienna and at the conclu- 
sion of its run there it will be 
brought to England. 


Montmartre ‘Hostess’ 
Ex Convict’s Disguise 


Paris, Aug. 27. 


Pepee La Mexicaine, well known 
to many American patrons of 
Montmartre dancing halls as a 
hostess, turned out to be a ‘he’ jail 
bird when arrested for lifting a 
wallet. 

Yves Doleans is the real name 
of the man, who is 28. He resorted 
to feminine disguise to escape the 
result of numerous convictions. His 
feminine impersonation had fooled 
everybody for a long time, 





Diamonds Can B’way If 
Paying London Commish 


London, Sept. 5. 


The American agent for the Dia- 
mond Brothers, who are extensively 
advertised to open at the Palla- 
dium here next Monday (12), spoke 
to George Black, managing direc- 
tor of the house, on the telephone 
from New York, asking: for a re- 
lease in order to make a Broadway 
show. . 


After much palaver, Black ac- 
quiesced on condition the Diamonds 
pay their London agent’s commis- 
sion and return to play the Palla- 
dium after their New York show 
closes. 





The Diamonds are set for the 
Schwab & Mandel show, ‘Humpty 
Dumpty.’ Their Broadway agent is 
Charlie Morrison. 


Paris -Readies ‘5 Star’ 
Paris, Aug. 27. 

Rehearsals for ‘Five Star Final’ 
will soon begin at the Ambassa- 
deurs, 

Louis Allen, who put the play on 
at the Scenic theatre, London, is 
here advising Camille F. Wyn, pro- 
ducing locally. 








London Show World 





London, Aug. 27. 

Revue House Picketed 
Sandwichboard men parading 
Leicester Square with placards: 
‘Keep away from the Prince of 
Wales theatre, where they employ 
underpaid and sweated musicians.’ 
Where non-union men play for the 
non-stop revue, since overtime 
wages demanded by the union are 
called prohibitive. 





Count Tourists 
The total number of foreign tour- 
ists arriving in England in July was 
41,609, of which 16,982 were Ameri- 
cans. 





Gamby in London 

Two newcomers were welcomed to 
the Palladium week of Aug. 22. 
Marie Gambarelli, billed ‘from the 
Roxy, New York, who gave two 
numbers, one a wraithlike toe dance 
and the other a hectic interpreta- 
tion of ‘The Rhapsody in Blue’ to 
an enthusiastic audience. 

Samson Breitbart, strong man, 
received an appreciative, if not sen- 
sational welcome. 

‘Cavalcade’ Successor 
‘Cavalcade’ ends its run at Drury 
Lane Sept. 10 and will be succeeded 
by the Viennese opera, ‘Venus in 
Silk,’ staged by Hassard Short. 
Looks like the hand of Louis 
Dreyfus, who was recently elected 
to the directorate. 





Dare Sisters’ Return 
Phyllis and Zena Dare, most 
popular of pre-war picture postcard 
beauties, will return to the stage 
after years of retirement, in a new 
comedy to be presented in the fall. 





Anaemic Play 
‘Tomorrow Will Be Friday’ had 
its premiere at the Haymarket 23d. 
Marie Tempest is featured, but even 
this will not save it. Some clever 





Civic wrangle which resulted in| 
resignation of Vicente Estrada 
Cajigal, holder of an office that 
corresponds to mayor, has inspired 
recently organized Theatrical and 
Cinema Council to quit as a mani- 
festation of loyalty to the ex-mayor. 

Council, which included Virginia 
Fabregas, veteran actress, known as | 
Mexico’s Sarah Bernhardt, was| 
composed of leading players, play- | 


wrights and journalists. 


| cellent 


' pianolog 


dialog, a modicum of sentiment, ex- 
acting, adequate production 
—all the accoutrements and capari- 
soning—but it was still anaemic. 
Melville Gideon did 15 minutes of | 
a curtain raiser; the | 





as 


show itself did not begin till nearly 
9 and was over well before 11, yet 
the night seemed long, 





Geraldine and Joe Score 
Geraldine and Joe opened at the 
Holborn for General Theatres and 
were a clean-up, with act forced 
into encore in front of the ‘tabs.’ 
ao look set for a long stay over 
1ere, 





Another Breitbart 


Arthur Georges, who handled 
Breitbart in America a few years 
ago, is handling Samson Breitbart, 
another strong man _ act. This 
Breitbart is a near relative of the 
other, and is using the name by 
arrangement, 





Production for Barstows 


Dick and Edith Barstow are here 
for a brief stay and open at the 
Palladium Aug. 29 for two weeks, 
doubling at the Savoy hotel. 

They were offered more work be- 
fore they came, but their visit is 
short, as they are momentarily ex- 
pecting a cable to open with a show 
in New York. 





Tin Hare Profits 
The Scottish Greyhound Racing 
Co. has already paid 66 per cent 
dividends thus far for the current 
year. Last year they paid 100 per 
cent, 





‘Miracle’ on Tour 

In addition to sending ‘Cavalcade’ 
on tour, Parnell & Zeitlin will take 
‘The Miracle’ to the provinces. It 
will open in Manchester Sept. 19, 
playing there three weeks, and for 
similar periods in Glasgow, Edin- 
burgh and Liverpool. 





Those Film Luncheons 
The best and most regularly fed 
people are the film critics. Almost 
daily one or another of the picture 
companies stages a handout. At 
this writing (Aug. 24) there are 
two free meals—lunch at the Savoy 


{ 


London Likes New 


‘Gertie’s Garter. 





MACDONALD COMPROMISE 


‘Merry Widow’ Paris Appearance 
May End Theatre Suit 





Paris, Sept. 5. 

Likelihood is that the Gaite 
Lyrique will amicably settle its dis- 
agreements with Jeannette Mac- 
Donald and withdraw the law suits 
it has filed against the An.erican 
actress, Bob Ritchie, her manager, 
and Paramount. 
Negotiations are now on to reach 
a mutually convenient date at which 
Miss MacDonald can make her con- 
tracted appearance in the ‘Merry 
Widow’ revival. Management fig- 
ures now that even a belated ap- 
pearance is likely to do them more 
good than a law suit. 











;}soon came back to 


LONDON’S COLD SNAP 
JUMPS SHOW BIZ 307 


London, Sept. 5. 
Week-end business in the West 
End jumped 30%. 
Increase is attributed to the pres- 
ent cold snap, with the outlook good 
following the recent terrific heat 
here, 








Warsaw 


By Edward J. Kurylo 


Warsaw, Aug. 20. 
Opera has had a very hard time 
in Poland this season. In Warsaw 
it is no more a municipal institu- 
tion, but governed by a _ limited 
company. In Poznan opera played 
only for about two months, and in 
Lwow and Krakow only a few spo- 
radic performances. 
An operatic company is being 
formed in Zakopane, in the Tatra 
mountains. <A Society of National 
Opera to play in larger town in Po- 
land has been organized under the 
direction of Prof. Ramult. 
The municipal dramatic theatres 
are now private institutions, under 
the direction of Mr. Krzywoszewski, 
editor of ‘The World.’ 
The National theatre (in spite of 
its name) produced foreign plays, 
like Mussolini’s ‘100 Days,’ Mar- 
chand’s ‘Balthazar,’ Schiller’s ‘Don 
Carlos,’ and the English play, Shel- 
don’s ‘History of Hearts.’ 
Yewreinow’s new play, ‘Love Un- 
der the Microscope,’ had its pre- 
miere in Warsaw, and as had G. B. 
Shaw’s ‘The Apple-Cart.’ 
The Theatre Letni played Ver- 
neuil’s ‘Bank Nemo,’ Walter Ellis’ 
‘Nearly a Wedding Night,’ Kiedr- 
zynski’s ‘Life Is Complicated,’ and 
Wincenty Rapacki’s ‘A Happy Part- 
ner.’ 
The municipality had to pay Mr. 
Wyrzykowski for not using his 
play ‘Lucifer,’ contrary to an agree- 
ment. 
Teatr Polski produced Bruckner’s 
‘Elizabeth, Queen,’ Shakespeare’s 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ Katayew’s ‘De- 
fraudants,’ and two Polish plays, 
one of Czyzowski'’s ‘Virtuti Militari,’ 
and the other Grzymala-Siedlecki’s 
‘Their Daughter-in-Law.’ 
Teatr Maly produced Fodor's 
‘Doctor Julia Szabo,’ and some plays 
of Polish authors. 
Teatr na Chlodnej was a losing 
proposition from the start and only 
produced a play of Middleton and 
Olivier’s ‘The Fiancee from the 
Roof,’ when the theatre caught fire. 
The owner says that actors started 
that fire, but couldn’t prove it. 
Bad business in Polski caused the 
stage hands’ union to strike. The 
show was called off, and at Maly 
office clerks shifted the scenery. 
The ‘Ateneum’ produced ‘I Am 26 
Years Old,’ ‘School of Hyprocrisy,’ 
Buchner and Tolstoy’s ‘Danton’s 
Death,’ Porche’s ‘Tzar Lenin,’ Za- 





polska’s ‘Miss Maliczewska,’ and 
Janusz Korezak’s ‘Senat of Mad- 
men.’ 


Morskie Oko went into bank- 
ruptcy, but is doing well now. 

A sign of the times—one of the 
best tenors in Poland sings at a 
revue theatre. 

Morskie Oko played ‘Hello Amer- 
ica’ with Margaret Donaldson 
(American) and Anton Nelle of 
Warsaw, who spent some time in 
U. S. A. Oko now is turning to na- 
tive ideas, such as ‘Happy Journey.’ 
Loda Halama, leading Polish 
revue dancer, was injured in an auto 
crash. 

Qui Pro Quo was renamed for a 
short time ‘Melodrama’ and _ pro- 
duced ‘The Dreyfuss Affair,’ but 
its old name. 
Dymitry Smirnow, opera singer, is 
performing there. 

Ananas produced a revue, ‘Flower 
from Hawaii.’ 





and dinner at the Dorchester, 
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Pop Scale Saves Cliff's Revue 


London, Sept. 5. 

‘Getting Gertie’s Garter,’ Al 
Wood's old farce has finally showed 
up here, though in a revised Brit. 
ish version. It’s retitled ‘Night o¢ 
the Garter’ and is at the Strang 
Received, if possible, more laughs 
than the original New York pro. 
duction and got splendid box officg 
and critical reception. 

‘Rhyme and Rhythm’ at the Win. 
ter Garden is an unpretentious re. 
vue starring Laddie Cliff ang 
Phyliss Monkman. Contains much 
old material and little that is fresh, 
Value of the show itself is practic. 
ally nil, but Cliff's popular price 
policy, with a $2 top may get a 
play from the influx of tourists and 
that way hold on for a couple of 
weeks, 
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a clever manager, Jarossy (Hun« 
garian), has offered a series of new 
and fresh ideas. Dygas, a singer 
from Warsaw opera, was singing 
there at one time recently. 
Dancers of Polish nationalitv have 
lately come into notoriety. One girl 
dancer killed her lover in Nice, 
France; another girl was killed by 
her lover in Lodz; then recently a 
dancer was sentenced to life im- 
prisonment as a spy, and a man 
who killed the dancer Wielgosowna 
got eight years’ sentence. 
Though this country is mad on 
girl group dancing, it is far from 
having Tiller girls. 
The Labor Ministry is again re<« 
minding the theatres not to employ 
too many foreigners, but the public 
wants them. 
Polzawid, revue artists’ organiza- 
tion, is trying to stop performers 
from working later than 2 a. m. 
Lwow had aé sensation when 
Szyller, one of the so-called advance 
producers, was accused of circulat- 
ing communist propaganda. Szyller 
was a producer at the Municipal 
theatre and had to resign on ac- 
count of producing Tretiakow’s play, 
‘Roar China.’ 
Poznan has produced ‘Honorary 
Affair,’ a comedy of Dunin-Markie- 
wiez, husband of Countess Markie- 
wicz, the Irish patriot. 
Krakow celebrating anniversary 
of Goethe staged ‘Efmont.’ Elmer 
Rice’s ‘Street Scene’ also was pro- 
duced there. 
Victor Bregy, tenor, from Warsaw 
opera, was engaged for Opera Com- 
ique in Paris. 
Dodo, revue artist, got six months 
in jail for reckless driving. Roland, 
another artist, had been killed in 
his car. 
Wanda Werminska, a_ soprano 
from Warsaw opera, who is called 
the Polish Jeritza, is engaged for a 
season to Vienna opera. 


Jan Kiepuro, who sang in the 
Chicago opera, has a_ song-bird 
brother, who appears under the 


name of Ladis. 

ZASP is going to have a theatre 
of its own of more than 1,700 seats, 
with a hotel for the artists. 
Szyfman, Tuwim and 
have agreed to conduct 
Maly and Banda together. 
Nowaczynski has written a play, 
‘An American Comedy.’ 
Argentina gave a recital, 
well liked. 

Joseph Relidzynski has been ap- 
pointed director in the Central Film 
Office in the Ministry of Interior. 
Though business is very bad in 
Warsaw, 16 theatres are running, 
not counting cinemas. 

Miss Bolska and Mr. Zdanowicz, 
revue artists, left Poland for U.S.A. 
Chopin's prize, which is given 
every five years in Poland, was won 
by a Russian, Uninsky, and the sec- 
ond prize went to Imre Ungar, a 
young, blind Jewish pianist from 
Hungary. 

Unemployed artists are having a 
hard time in Poland. Late opera 
singer, a tenor from Odessa, is sing- 
ing in the streets, and one can hear 
a very good orchestra under the 
baton of former member of the 
Philharmonic organization. In Adria, 
the popular dancing place, a young 
barrister has become a ‘gigolo.’ 
More and more the women are 
coming into prominence in War- 
szawa’s artistic field: Miss Solska 
runs Zoliborz theatre, Miss Wy- 
socka will be the manageress of 
Municipal iheatre in Lodz; another 
woman conducts Jaskolka theatre. 
And of the five biggest dancing 
schools in the city, three are run 
by women. 

Municipality has informed moving 
pictures managers that it will re- 
duce taxes if the film renting scale 
is reduced. In Polish Silesia a boy- 
cott against German and American 
renting offices was effective. Latest 
talk is that taxes for films will be 
fixed by the municipality and a rep- 
resentative of the Society of Kino 
owners, 

Cinema houses adopted a resolu- 
tion not to play revues. 

‘Wild Fields’ touted as the best 


Jarossy 
Polski, 


very 





New revue theatre, Banda, under 


Polish film turned out a weak sister 
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REVIVAL SAVES| 
L.A. AS HAT 
FOLDS 





Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ the one legit 
production showing locally last 
week, folded Saturday night (3) 
when the cast discovered that co- 
operative didn’t pay off. Musical 
started two weeks ago with high 
hopes, little advance and no Db. r. 
Musicians, stage hands and chorus 
were covered by bonds, principals 
and business _ staff took their 
chances. First week grossed $1,200, 
gecond and final week did slightly 
ess. 
: ‘As Husbands Go’ with Pauline 
Frederick starred, reopened the El 
Capitan Sunday (4) to a fair ad- 
vance. Piece was produced at the 
Belasco last spring and lasted but 
one week. El Capitan has been 
closed for four weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ Music Box 
(24 and final week) (M- 9€5-$1.50). 
When the principals discovered their 
efforts in this co-opper were for 
love, they decided to quit. Final 
stanza got $1,000. 


‘One Way’ and ‘Feminine 
Playing Little Theatres 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Two little theatre productions are 
current, with runs of two weeks set. 





At the Spotlight is ‘One Way 
Street, comedy by June Terry 
Pickrell and Elaine Sweet, which 


Lloyd Ingraham directed. 
Garret club has Truman Curtis’ 
‘Infernal Feminine’ at the Egan. 


Engagements 


Suzanne Freeman, 
Elmer Grandin, 
Henry Sherwood, 
Frederick G. Lewis, Clyde Veaux, 
Owen Martin, Carl Stall, Herbert 
Warren, Bertram Millar, George 
Gilday, John Emerson, Tony Blair, 
Glen Beveridge, Royal G. Stout, 
‘Black Water’ (complete cast). 

Helen Flint, ‘The Pure in Heart.’ 

Morris Carnovsky, ‘Success Story.’ 

Georgia Caine, Jane Wyatt, Roy 
Gordon, Jane Seymour, Dorothy 
Walters, Ray Barrett, James Seeley, 
Dinner at Hight.’ 

Mae McCabe, Chester Clute, Ruth 
Edell, Earl Eby, ‘Triplets.’ 

Marjorie Cook, Clyde Franklin, 
Kate Morgan, Edward F. Nannary, 
Stanley Wood, Kendall Foster, Mark 
Schweid, Beverly Sitgreaves, Con- 
rad Cantzen, Harry Gooke, Homer 
Barton, Albert Hayes, Donald Mac- 
Millan, Harry Carville, ‘Good Earth.’ 
: Louise Prussing, ‘Manhattan Med- 
ey.’ 

Eddie Conrad, Sam Dody, Jeanie 
Lang, Vicki Cummings, Wilma Cox, 
Knight and Olin, Henriette De Goff, 
Lee Wiley, ‘Forward March.’ 

Guy Bates Post, ‘His Majesty. 

Paul Muni, Jennie Moscowitz, 
Mary Servoss, Ann Teeman, Dor- 
othy Day, Sue Moore, Doris Under- 
wood, Harry Mervis, Martin Wolf- 
son, Jack Leslie, Malka Kornstein, 
Conway Washburne, Angela Jacobs, 
Ned Glass, Sam _ Bonnell, John 
Qualen, J. Hammond Dailey, T. H. 
Manning, Buddy Proctor, David 
Vivian, June Cox, Jules Garfield, 
Elmer Bro.n, William Vaughn. 
‘Counselor at Law’ (complete cast). 

Rose Hobart, Frances Fuller, ‘I 
Loved You Wednesday.’ 

Esther Dale, ‘Carrie Nation.’ 








Emily Ross, 
Jack Harwood, 
Jonathan Hole, 








TRUST THE SHIP 


That Triumphs Over 
the Storm! 


Confidence rests in the ship with 
a record of storms conquered. 
The record of LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANIES in every test in- 
creases public confidence in this 
sound and safe investment. 


Let us show you haw to weather 
the storm—how to provide for 
that rainy day when you are no 
longer able to earn an income, 


For further information write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


INSURANCE 


551 Fifth Ave., New York 


Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 
ESTABLISHED 1910 
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Sane Phys 


‘Singapore,’ by Harold Woolf, will 
be put into rehearsal next week by 
Johny Henry Mears, 

‘l Loved You Wednesday,’ by Molly 
Ricardi and Wm. Du Bois, will be 
put into rehearsal by Crosby Gaige. 
Will take the place of ‘Angel’ which 
has presented casting difficulties. 
Rose Hobart and Ffances Fuller 
will have the leads. Will try out in 
Great Neck Sept. 24. 

‘Madamoiselle,’ Jacques Duval’s 
play, will go into rehearsal next 
Monday (12) with Grace George and 
Alice Brady co-starred. W. A. Brady 
produces. 


To Relight in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 5. 

Liberty theatre, old time legit 
house, closed to everything but a 
few roadshows for the past five 
years, has been re-leased by the 
Lincoln Theatre Corp. Joy Sutphen, 
previous manager, has been im- 
ported to make negotiations for a 
stock company to play this winter. 
Trying to land the Elitch’s Garden 
players at the completion of their 
season in the Denver park. 











WINNIPEG STOCK OFF 
Winnipeg, Sept. 5. 

A report that Doc. Howden, for- 
mer stock operator here, was to re- 
open the Dominion theatre, must be 
changed. The Doc. lost the usual 
autumn contest for the house to 
Albert Hebert, who will operate a 
picture policy of second runs, with 
local vaudeviile occasionally. 

Hebert was formerly accountant 
for E. E. McClaskey who ran Do- 
minion stock some years ago. Mc- 
Claskey was taken into court for 
back salary by actors. 





SHAW PLAY ON COAST 


Pasadena, Cal., Sept. 5. 

Pasadena Community Playhouse 
gave George Bernard Shaw’s ‘Cap- 
tain Brassbound’s Conversion’ its 
western premiere, Aug. 30. 

Morris Ankrum, Mary Grey, Mon- 
tagu Love, Donald Stewart, Charles 
Gerrard, Hal Boyer, Hector V. 
Sarno, John Hallam, Frank Lydiard, 
Joseph Hamilton, Henri Kleinbach, 
Louis La Voie, Harry Shumway, 
Thomas Browne Henry and Selwyn 
Myers in cast. Directed by James 
B. Fagan. 


BELASCO CONTINUES DARK 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Belasco stays dark for another 
three weeks at least, due to the ‘Cat 
and the Fiddle’ continuing at the 
Curran, ’ Frisco. Musical, now 
rounding out its fifth week there, 
has three more to go, with a possi- 
bility of five. 

No successor is in sight for the 
Curran, with the management un- 
decided on doing ‘The Bride the 
Sun Shines On.’ 








Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Humpty Dumpty’ (Schwab 
& De Sylvia) Fulton. 
‘Lily Turner’ (Abbott & 


Dunning) Morosco. 

‘Nona’ (Peggy Fears) Van- 
cerbilt. 

‘Clear All Wires’ (Schumlin) 
Times Square. 

‘The Stork Is Dead’ (A. H. 
Woods) Apollo. 

‘Americana’ (Shuberts) Bijou. 

‘Of Thee |! Sing’ (road) (Sam 
H. Harris) Music Box. 

‘Manhattan Medley’ (L. Law- 
rence Weber) Longacre. 


‘Vanities’ (Carroll) Broad- 
way. 

‘The Budget’ (Ford & Askin) 
Hudson. 


‘The Good Earth’ (Theatre 
Guild) Guild. 

‘Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head’ (Weber & Hammerstein) 
Broadhurst. 

‘Triplets’ (Mark Linder) 209 
West 49th Street. 

‘Counsellor at Law’ (Rice). 
Plymouth. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Black 
Water,’ ‘Passing Show’ have 
opened out of town. 


PHILLY LEGIT 
STILL UPSET 


Philadelphia, Sept. 5. 

Legit situation is still very much 
scrambled and most mysterious 
here, with only three houses, Chest- 
nut and Forrest (UBO) and Gar- 
rick, indie, at all certain. Shubert 
has been leased, supposedly by Er- 
langer-Shubert combine interests, 
and the Shuberts’ musical version 
of ‘Cyrano’ is due next month. Broad, 
also to be run independently, with 
Samuel Nirdlinger as directox, is re- 
ported as re-lighting in about a 
month. 

“Flying Colors” has never recov- 
ered from the thumbs-down opin- 
ion of first-nighters and critics, al- 
though the revue is in better shape. 
In its second week at the Forrest, 
gross was not over an estimated 
$17,000. Management, realizing show 
needed plenty doctoring, held it in 
for third week, despite drooping box 
office activity. Tamara Geva has 
rejoined cast, and more favorable 
word-of-mouth, plus expected 
cooler weather, may boost biz a 
notch or two. 

Next openings are next Monday. 
Garrick has “Nona” with Lenore 
Ulric, and Forrest has new Shubert 
revue, ‘Americana.’ The Chestnut 
joins the parade on the 19th with 
the Theatre Guild’s ‘Good Earth,’ 
first of the newly-formed American 
Theatre Society’s subscription plays. 
Other bookings are very uncertain 
indeed, though Le Gallienne is set at 
the Forrest for the week of Oct. 109. 

Absence of Labor Day openings is 
most unusual in Philly, even during 
recent times. There used to be three 
or four on an average. 




















Inside Stuff—Legit 





(Continued from page 35) 


ticket have a b.o. $4.40 top there is 
fund. 


only 10c. addition to that beneficial 


If the admish is $5.50 there is no percentage for the Shubert fund, 
but it is not expected that there will be any shows at that top this sea- 


son. But should the show only be 
per ticket or per person. 


$2.20 the amount added will be 30c. 


And they say that over in Philly there is a theatre built on pass money. 


Just an item of $225,000. 





Paul Robeson, who sailed for Europe last week to play concert dates 
in England and Holland, may rejoin ‘Show Boat’ in the late autumn. He 
is replaced by the understudy, Robert Raines.’ 

Like others in the cast, Robeson was under a run of the play contract. 


However, 


prior to A. C. Blumenthal taking over the management, 


just 


before Flo Ziegfeld’s death, notice was posted that the engagement was 


week to week. 
Up to Aug. 
could have given one week's notice. 


15, either the management or the run-contract players 


Robeson was the only player to do 


so. The original contracts now assume the original status—for the run 


of the show. 


That Bill Brady induced his daughter, 
‘Mademoiselle,’ 
wanted Alice to work for him for a long time and Miss George 


to co-star in his next play, 


Alice, and wife, Grace George, 
is no surprise. Brady has 
was set 


for the play from the first, she also having adapted it from the Jaques 


Duval original. 
At one time Brady wanted Billie 
but couldn’t get together on terms, 


Oscar Ragland who was a fixture 


| trast to the almost invariable dwar 
He tried to cross that fringe of broken glass 


3each, Fire Island, L. I. 


- | 


3urke to co-star with Miss George 


with the Fred Stone shows, as con- 
fs, has been limping around Ocean 


that guards the pearly beach from the herd and a rusty nail punctured 


his big toe. 
something, 


When a man of Ragland’s weight steps on a nail, 
and for a time they pondered on taking off the whole I 


that’s 





‘Forward March,’ 
out of town Oct. 27 and arrives on 
Idea behind show, besides coin, 
put across without name players. 


a ee 


a 


the Lew Brown-Ray Henderson musical, will 


Broadway after election. 


is that a musical can be successfully | Palace 


i 


'one for German and the 


appeared 


open |a sporting proposition. 
|not break all house records at go 





‘Cynara,’ Chi, $11,000 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

‘Cynara,’ with the town to itself, 
was hovering around $11,000 when 
the first week’s biz was in. This 
will probably be improved this week 
with a holiday to help the Grand 
Opera House. 

‘Another Language’ enters next 
Sunday (11) to get the legit season 
looking more like it was open. 


‘CAT’ $15,000, STH WK; 
6-2,’ AT 75c, $3,800, SF. 


San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

‘G-2,, the army play by Myron 
Goldsmith, local auditor and former 
military officer, for which he acted 
as his own angel, did a fairish week 
at the Alcazar, operating at Tic. top. 
Goldsmith had Emil Bondeson and 
George Bole running the house for 











him. Take was $3,800, enough to 
get by. 
Aleazar again goes dark with 


Duffy planning a production short- 
ly, though he has laid out no def= 
inite plans. Announcement of Duffy’s 
intention to do something soon 
nipped in the bud a plan of Bald- 
win McGaw to do co-op stock in the 
Alcazar, provided he could get a 
break with unions, as he had al- 
ready gotten with Winship Estate, 
owners of Alcazar property. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ continued 
healthily at Curran, and has been 
held for two weeks more. In its 
fifth stanza gross was up to pre- 
vious weeks with $15,000. Musical 
has clicked solidly here and has 
given Belasco & Curran courage to 
plan production of others, possibly 
‘Show Boat’ among them. 


dark, 





50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’ ) 





(Continued from page 35) 
which ended the act and Blondin 
shinned down a rope and fixed it. 
Newspapers gave him such @ rave 
that he paid to have a translation 
inserted in ‘Clipper.’ 





Charles L. Davis took the back 
page to tell he was going out again 
in ‘Alvin Joslin. Advertised for 
rentals as he did not play on shares. 
Told he would not give free tickets 
to stockholders, councilmen, police- 
men or for license, but always glad 
to welcome the profession, 





Kiralfy Bros. had dropped 
‘Michael Strogoff’ in favor of a re- 
vival of ‘Black Crook’ and ‘Around 
the World in 80 Days.’ Used a live 
elephant in one of the scenes of the 
latter. 





Bartholomew’s Equine Paradox 
was playing Rand’s Opera House, 
Troy. After a couple of days sev- 
eral of the horses were lamed going 
up and down tre stairs to this sec- 
ond floor theatre. The star horse 
was withdrawn as a precaution, 





James Owen O’Cohnor was tour- 
ing in readings. He had to play 
back of a net to escape the vege- 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 








(Continued from page 35) 
looked better at the Hamilton, and 
so he figured it must be the house 
that was to blame. 

Vaude actors were warned to stay | 
out of Mexico. Revolution made it | 
tough on everyone,. especially the | 
women. 








Baitle scenes on the Italian front 
were being advertised. One wild- 
cat renter had two sets of titles; 
other for 
Italian bookings. 





Dalton, a contortionist, 
before a draft board in 
Mansfield, O., for examination. Docs | 
exempted him on account of a hip 
dislocation, but Dalton explained 
and joined out. 





Stephen 


Rock and White made the U. B. 
If they ed 


they didn’t get a cent. 
they did it would be $3,500. 
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Geary, Columbia and Tivoli ney 


They’ re Off! on 1932- 33; 4 Entries 
Swell Bway Show List to Eleven 





This week, featured by Labor 
Day, sees the technical start of the 
legit season of 1932-33. Four new 
productions are on the premiere 
card which ducked Monday because 
of the holiday and is dated to begin 
tonight. By Thursday there will be 
1l shows on Broadway. Another 
quartet is due in next week. 
Broadway is looking for a success 
so that early season business 
chances may be indicated. 

As yet nothing rated a sure thing 
at try-out has been reported, but 
there is always a likelihood that 
New York will hail shows over 
which out of town audiences did 
not enthuse. 


Holiday Exodus 


Last week saw the hottest 
weather of the summer and grosses 
of the three musicals which have 
been holding over dropped at least 
$2,000. <All shows having Wednes- 
day matinees were further affected 
by the eclipse of the sun. It was 
anticipated that Friday and Satur- 
day business would be off because 
of the out of town rush over Labor 
Day. It was estimated that 2,000,000 
people, or about 30% of New York’s 
population, quit the parched city. 

First musical of the season ar- 
rived last week when ‘Smiling Faces’ 
bowed in at the Shubert. First 
nighters didn’t think much of it and 
business after the standee premiere 
was rather blah, No other openings. 

Incoming card next week: ‘Flying 
Colors,’ Imperial; ‘Clear All Wires,’ 
Times Square; ‘Black Water,’ Man- 
hattan. ‘Counsellor at Law’ will re- 
sume at Plymouth. A show called 
‘Triplets’ may be added, house not 
definite. No closings last Saturday 
and none announced for this week. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (20th 
week) (C-708-$3,30). Has not had 
a losing week; eased off under $9,- 
000 last week, but okay profit. 

‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th St. 
week) (R-1,325-$3.85). Presented 
independently Gensler, Anthony, 
Connolly & Patterson); revue tried 
out twice opens night. 

‘Best Years,’ Bijou (ist week) 
(CD-615-$3.30). Presented by Shu- 
bert receivers and Elizabeth Miele; 
written by Raymond Van Sickle;! 
opens Wednesday (7). 

‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (15th week) 
(C-1,043; $3.30). With no new show 
booked in co-operative venture may 
stay through month; $3,500 to $4,000 
average. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (48th 
week) (M-1,400;$3.30). Eased off 
because of heat wave and dipped 
under $10,000; may stay another 
three weeks; due to tour then. 

‘Here Today,’ Barrymore (ist 
week) (C-1,115-$3.30). Presented 
by Sé&ém H. Harris; written by 
George Oppenheimer; liked at try- 
out; opens tonight. 

‘Man Who Reclaimed His Head,’ 
Broadhurst (ist week) (D-1,118< 
$3.30).- Presented by Arthur Ham- 
merstein and L. Lawrence Weber; 
written by Jean Bart; opens Thurs- 
day (8). 

‘Of Thee |! Sing,’ Music Box (37th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Musicals 
dropped under drive of heat; no 
exception with prize winner, which 
grossed $24,000. 

‘Smiling Faces,’ Shubert (2d 
week) (M-1,395-$3.30). Opened Tues- 
day lest week; drew unfavorable 
notices; with .eat another bad 
break, initial pace disappointing; 
no agency call. 

Other Attractions 

‘Show Boat,’ Casino (Carroll) 

(17th week); revival still making 


(ist 


money, but last week was down 
$3,000 from previous pace; about 
$24,000. 


‘That’s Gratitude,’ 
vival; small money. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Clarence Jacobson is company 
manager of ‘The Green Pastures,’ 


Waldorf; re<- 








/_NON-SMARTING 


| Here's what you've beer 
; wanting — for off stage 


| on right the first time and 


| popets rmas with the pr ofessic 


which opened its third season in 
3oston Monday (5), succeeding the 
|late Howard Smith, who died in 


| Denver during the final week of last 


season’s engagemei.t. William Fields 


and Elliott Foreman are in advance, 


NEV 
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Maybelline 


A real eyelash 
one that aoes 
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darkener; 
that won't run, smeer or 
smart wjth tears or per- 
spifatron henesigie: non smarting! 
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VARIETY 








Ray Knister Drowns 


Believed to have suffered a heart 


attack while swimming, Raymon 


Knister, 32, well known Canadian eee 

fiction writer, was drowned in Lake Best sellers for week ending Aug. 27, as reported by The American 
" News Co. 

St. Clair, Canada, Aug. 29. One of Fiction 

the most promising of the younger _By Charles Morgan. 


Canadian writers, he came into lit 


erary prominence about 10 years ago 


with his book column in the ‘Bor 
der Cities Star.’ 


Going to the U. S., he commenced 
to sell short fiction to the class 
received 
He also con- 
tributed to ‘This Quarter,’ published 
His last novel was ‘White 

A year ago, Knister was 
awarded the $2,500 first prize for a 


mags and repeatedly 


O'Brien's triple star. 


in Paris. 
Narcissus.’ 


novel offered by Graphic Publishers 


Book was a novelized life of Shelley 
titled ‘My Star Triumphant.’ Tome 
was never published because of the 
subsequent bankruptcy of the pub- 
The prize money, however, 
had been paid prior to bankruptcy 


lishers. 


proceedings. 


Knister leaves a wife and two 
His closest friends were 


children. 
Morley Callaghan, the novelist, and 
Wilson MacDonald, the_ poet. 


Hays Bans ‘Eye-Opener’ 

First magazine to receive the 
censorship tightening of the studios 
and the Hays organization, follow- 
ing recent off-color fan magazine 
articles,-is the ‘Calgary Eye Open- 
er,’ editorship of which was recently 
taken over by Annette Fawcett, ex- 
wife of Capt. Billy Fawcett. 

Hays office has notified the 
studios that the magazine is not 
sufficiently dignified to warrant 
studio co-operation. 

A new Hollywood chatter depart- 
ment: brought .down the Haysian 
frown. * 








Zippy 

Howard Rockey publishes his 12th 
novel, ‘This Thing Called Freedom’ 
through Macaulay, It starts hot and 
grows hotter, a deft weave of tor- 
rid incident in New York highlife in 
which well defined plot structure 
gives added interest to the experi- 
ences of a wealthy young heiress 
who pretty thoroughly tangles her 
affairs in an investigation of love. 
When things get to too high a ten- 
sion the author proceeds to. take 
the easiest ‘way out by making 
everytddy happy, reconciling the 
estranged married couples and mar- 
rying off the singlétons. 

The final chapter is a distinct drop 
from what has gone before. All told 
in graceful style and with convic- 
tion, Worth a once over. 





Beauty Hints 


Even the men get their share of 
advice in how to ‘Be Beautiful,’ pub- 
lished by D, Appleton & Co. and 
written by Edith Porter Lapish and 
Flora G. Orr. The latter has con- 
ducted a beauty department in 
newspapers, but neither is a profes- 
sional beauty specialist. 

There is an entire chapter for men 
with instructions on how to shave, 
wash the face, reduce the waist line, 
abolish red and shiny noses and ad- 
vice on whether or not to grow a 
moustache. There is another chap- 
ter for children, but the bulk of the 
pages are given over to the women. 
Rather an odd product from Apple- 
ton’s but authentic and probably 
valuable to those interested. 





‘Satisfaction’ Poems 


One of the most naive statements 
of editorial policy for a magazine is 
that carried by ‘Favorite Poems and 
Prose,’ a Minneapolis 25c. quarterly. 
The editor, William August Keller, 
says that many contributors send 
material gratis, their ‘return’ being 
the pleasure of seeing their stuff in 
print. If payment is expected, con- 
tributors are advised to so indicate 
it on their manuscripts, with the 
minimum price mentioned. Editor 
Keller says that he is willing to pay 
for suitable material, although the 
amount must be necessarily small. 

He is in the market for short 
stories with unexpected endings, 
mystery tales and the like, in addi- 
tion to poem. The magazine car- 
rieS pictures of contributors on the 
front cover page and alongside their 
poems. : 





Don Ryan’s Next 


Don Ryan has another book com- 
Ing out in spring, ‘The Pool of. Nar- 
cissus.’ Covici, Friede is publishing. 

Ryan, in addition to an occasional 
Studio writing job, is doing a col- 
umn for the ‘Daily News,’ Los An- 
geles tabloid. 
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‘The Fountain’ ($2.50) ... 
($2.00) 


weeeee 








‘Obscure Destinies’ 


- ‘Sheltered Life’ ($2.50) ceccoecees 


‘More Merry Go Round’ ($3.00) . 
‘What We Live By” ($2.50)..... 


‘Epic of America’ ($3.75) 


‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00) ...-ecee. 





Best Sellers 





‘Lark Ascending’ ($2.50) cccccnceeseeeseesess- By Mazo de La Roche 

‘Good Earth’ ($2.50) scccccccccccccccccccvcvecccees BY Pearl S. Buck 

‘Faraway’ ($2.75) — Se ML Pe PR A rm SP J. B. Priestley 
Non-Fiction 


‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing’ ($2.50)....By L. E. Lawes : 


‘A New Way to Better Golf’ ($2.00)............. By A. J. Morrison 


By Willa Cather 


scebceceteoneaenesy Een Gennee 


walt éaé o6e Scocdcun dacs ARCO MONS 
eeeeeeee- By Abbe Ernest Dimnet 


»»-By John Truslow Adams 


o+seceee- By Frederick Lewis Allen 











Mountain News’ for $200,000 for al- 
leged libel resulting from a story 
in the ‘News’ which reported a 
speech by Walter Walker, publisher 
of the Grand Junction ‘Sentinel’ and 
Democratic state chairman. Roy W. 
Howard, chairman of the board of 
the Scripps-Howard Newspapers; 
Robert P. Scripps, editorial director 
of these papers, and Charles E. 
Lounsbury, are named joint de- 
fendants. 

Walker attacked Bonfils in his 
speech and Bonfils charges that 
publication of the speech was ‘in- 
tended and designed to injure and 
agerieve,’ etc. 








His Own Publisher 

Another scribbler is turning pub- 
lisher following rejection of his 
work by the first-line publishers. He 
is Fletcher Dobyns, and the title of 
his work is ‘The Underworld of 
American Politics.’ 

Action of Dobyns follows that of 


Newton Plummer, writer on finan- 
cial topics, whose ‘The Great Amer- 
ican Swindle’ is an expose. Plum- 
mer, like Dobyns, mentions names 
and dates in his account, and no 
publishing house would take it. The 
Plummer book is now on the 
presses, he finally deciding to pub- 
lish himself, 

Dobyns has arranged with John 
H. Hopkins, the book distributor, 
to handle his sales. Otherwise he is 
the book’s sole sponsor. 

Both the Dobyns and Plummer 
books will appear at about the same 
time. 





By Way of Brooklyn 

Couple of young Brooklyn hope- 
fuls are going into the book-pub- 
lishing business. Name selected for 
the enterprise is Coventry House. 
They are working out of the home 
of one of their number. 

First book to be issued by Cov- 
entry House will be ‘It Never Could 
Happen,’ by Shaemus O’Sheel, one 
of the publishing house sponsors. 
Book gives the belief of what might 
have happened had the troops called 
out by the President to evict the 
bonus campers refused to carry out 
the order. 


Wild and Wooly 
With the western tale back in 
favor, a couple of boys are getting 


out a new pulp monthly to carry 
that type of story only. Title is 
‘Rapid-Fire Western Stories,’ and 
only the shootin’est and ridin’est 
yarns are wanted. ; 
Behind the new publication are 
Leonard C. Vanderhoogt and Trygve 
Aarstad. Ladys are carrying around 
their offices in their hats, but will 
receive stories and scribblers at 
their printer's. 
First issue in 
things set for a second 
ready. 


October, with 
issue al- 





Real Names of Authors 

John Rhode, author of ‘Dead- Men 
at the Folly,’ is Cecil J. C. Street. 
Berta Ruck, who wrote “This Year, 
Next Year,’ is Mrs. George Oliver. 
Eleanor Chase, credited with ‘The 
Last of Wisdm,” is Mrs. Maurice 
Fatio. 


‘Free Press’-‘Trib’ Rumors 


Plenty of rumors continue in De- 
troit about the future of the ‘Free 
Press’ with as many denials that 
the paper will be taken over by the 
Chicago ‘Tribune’ after the national 
election. ‘Free Press’ is a strong ad- 
ministration sheet 

Key men of the ‘Mirror’ staff are 
still hanging around town, includ- 
ing Frank Carson, managing editor. 
Understood, although they all re- 





: Bonfils’ Libel Charge 
FF; G. 


Bonfils, publisher of 


the/ ting half pay with instructions to 
Denver ‘Post,’ has sued the ‘Rocky | keep their mouths closed and wait. 


| fuse to talk, that these men are get- 


at a dime. 


scure Destinies,’ which prints only 
the first few pages of each of three 
stories, with the balance of pages 
blank, is proving a harvest for a 
Los Angeles chap. 


for two bits a copy as diaries. 


formed a combination with Beatrice 
Atlass, Vassur graduate and daugh- 
ter of an Illinois banker. 


have already sold one drama, 


terranean. 


‘Monitor's’ 24-Shects 

First time in Los Angeles that the 
‘Christian Science Monitor’ has put 
on a sales’ campaign, Paper has 24 
sheets spotted in both L. A, and 
Beverly Hills, though Beverly has 
been allotted more than L. A. 

‘Monitor’ is evidently after the 
classier readers of the high hat com- 
munity. ~ 





Pitt’s Radio Mag 

New air fan weekly, ‘Radio Review,’ 
slated for Pittsburgh Sept. 17. Be- 
ing published and edited by Darrell 
V. Martin, until six months ago ra- 
dio editor of the Pittsburgh ‘Sun- 
Telegraph.’ 

Listed as associate editor is Miss 
Bert Callahan, with Art ‘Gorman, 
Carl King and A. K. Rosswell 
tagged as contributors. Also on the 
editorial board are Robert Saudick 
and Leonard Mendlowitz. 

Mag will carry the. program list- 
ings of the local stations and sell 





Book’s ‘Teaser’ 


Teaser for Willa Cather’s ‘Ob- 


Latter is selling them to the girls 


New Agents 
Racy Miller, author’s agent, has 


Will handle books and plays and 





Chatter 
Joseph Hergesheimer to the Medi- 


Alfred A. Knopf has Robert Na- 
than. 

Eight printings already for Ishbel 
Ross’s ‘Promenade Deck.’ 

Mead Minnigerode married 
William Plomer the first scribbler 
to carry a stooge. 

A collection of Harry Crosby's 
pieces have come over to this side 
in a memorial edition. 

Mabel Zelten back from Carmel. 
Declares it’s too near Hollywood to 
permit serious writing. 

Rhymesters had to show their 
poetry at the door to get into the 
Vagabonds’ poets’ party and dance. 
Louis Adamic visiting the scenes 
of his boyhood between chapters of 
his new novel. 

Virginia Hersch in Provincetown. 
Austin Clarke has completed his 
first prose effort. 

Silas Bent says his first novel will 
be his last. 

James Young, one time picture di- 
rector, has placed his novel, ‘What 
Price Sex in Hollywood,’ with 
Pegasus. 

Harold Matson is the new Ann 


J. P. McEvoy posing without his 
beloved beret. 

John Galsworthy gallanty - gives 
his wife precedence in credits for 
that ‘Carmen’ translation. 

Hamlin Garland doing more remi- 
niscing. 

Willie Shiffrin now hanging his 
hat in the new Leland Hayward— 
James Cowan agency. 

Jack DeVine may go to the Coast. 

Walter Snow has become one of 
the most prolific of the pulp con- 
tribs. 

Norman Beasley wrote that forth- 
coming book debunking the medicos. 

Thames Williamson was born on 
an Indian reservation, hence that 
Indian book. 

James Cain staying in Hollywood. 

Harry J. Stewart has sent his first 
novel off. 


Warning to publishers If Mark 


Watkins associate: theatrical, $10,000, 

Paul Green's first novel comes out Plerce Amusement Corp., Sormattan. 

‘ amusement parks, theatres, 20,000. 

this month. Called ‘The Laughing Aewtn’ Gitabeleel ‘Tnbereines, Bae.. 
Pioneer. Manhattan, theatrical, 200 shares no 

P. G. Wodehouse has definitely ag wrdeatiiaden © Sieisteat 

i J urchas g orp., annattan, 
quit Long Island. picture business, $29,000, 
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(Continued from page 7) 


ing the collapse of August hopes. 

With that precedent in mind, the 
confident buying of Saturday is sig- 
nificant, in that it gives every indi- 
cation that the summer bulls of 
1932 feel certain of their position 
that the turn has come as the test 
of autumn recovery draws near. 

As to the amusement issues, the 
cliques operating on the bull side 
ought to have a fairly clear line on 
the outlook. Certainly the whole 
industry has gone a long way to set 
the stage for a recovery by their 
thorough: housecleaning and the ad- 
ministrative reform they have put 
in effect east and west. 

The Saturday demonstration in 
the picture stocks was mild as com- 
pared with the favorites of the out- 
side public, such as Steel, Tele- 
phone, Westinghouse and the like, 
and it may be that the sponsors of 
theatre shares felt the move had 
gone as far as it should at this 
time, the amusements being tradi- 
tionally ‘winter stocks.’ It was 
noted also that realizing was not so 
well taken in the’ amusement bonds. 

There were uniform gains in the 
leading shares, while bonds were off 
in all cases, a few moderately, but 
several rather drastically marked 
down. RKO stock was unchanged 
at the week end, while the Keith 
liens were down 6 pofnts. Loéew 
bonds lost a point while the common 
stock climbed to a new peak and the 
Loew preferred moved up nearly 4 
to the year's top at 7%%, less than 
10 below the bonds. Paramount's 


obligations lost about 3 and 4 fe 
spectively for the 5%'s and 6's, 
while the common stock was but 
fractionally down. 

All these bonds, of cuorse, have 
jumped tremendously from their 
June lows, and profits must be 
tempting. Also it is probable that 
in some cases the companies are 
buyers of their own bonds ana are 
not anxious to pay more for them 
than necessary. Principally, how. 
ever, the speculative lure remains in 
common stocks, and bond prices are 
less swayed by trader enthusiasms. 

Fox stock was an exception to the 
rule. It touched a new high early 
in the week, but publication of its 
income statement around mid-week 
seemed to wet blanket its follow- 
ers. Company reported net loss of 
$4,015,468 for the 26 weeks to June 
25 after depreciation, interest and 
federal taxes. This compares with 
net profit of $70,605 for the same 
period of 1931. In addition to the 
deficit given, provision was made 
for $753,688 settlement of contracts 
made in prior years, making total 
loss $4,728,328, against surplus. A 
credit appears in the item of $40,828, 
for unrealized profits on foreign ex- 
change. 


Paramount suffered a minor set- 
back when Balaban & Katz direc- 
tors voted to pass the dividend on 
that stock, majority of which is 
owned by Par. In the previous 
quarter the old rate of 75 cents a 
g¢uarter was cut to 37% cents. B. 
& K. declared its usual quarterly 








rate of $1.75 on its preferred. 


Summary for week ending Sept. 3: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 




















1909 shares no par. 
Utica, theatrical, 


tion picture, 
Elm Theatre Corp., 
200 shares no par, 
Kitty Roth, Inc., Manhattan, 
cal costumes, 200 shares no par. 
Motion Pictures Sales & Service Co., 
Inc., Manhattan, motion pictures, 200 
shares no par. 

Swentzel & Wilson, Inc., Manhattan, 
picture machines of all kinds, 200 shares 


theatri- 


no par. 

Cleveland Amusement Corp., Manhat- 
tan, operated theatres, amusement 
parks, $20,000. 


Enterprise Film Corp., New York, gen- 
eral picture business, 10 shares no par. 
Sereenart Vietures, Ine., Manhattan, 
pictures, 300 shares no par. 

Theatre. Screen Corp., Hempstead, 
theatrical, 200 shares no par. 

Westport Productions, Inc., New York, 


Explorer Submarine Corp., Manhattan, 
deal in pictures, 100 shares no par. 
Leland Hayward Ine., New York, 
theatrical, 109 shares no par. 

The Vule Corp., Bronx, theatrical scen- 
ery, fireproof material, $20,000. 

Mona Theatre Corp., Manhattan, thea- 
trical, $10,000. 

Greenport Playhouse, Inc., Manhattan, 


theatrical enterprises, $2,000. 
I. Kobert Samuels Productions, Inc., 
Manhattan, theatrical, $10,000. 


Madison Play Corp., Manhattan, thea- 


trical, 100 shares na_par. 

Winter Garden Co., Inc., Manhattan, 
theatrical, amusements, entertainment, 
100 shares no par. 

Ken-Al-Beoe Amusement Corp., thea- 
trical, New York, $20,000 

National Players, Inc., Manhattan, 


theatrical, 210 shares no par 
Shakespeare Amusement Corp., Man- 
hattan, furnish amusements, $20,000 
The Other One, Inc., Manhattan, thea- 
trical, $10,900. 
Tilwil Amusement 
Manhattan, amusements, 
shares no par 

Kensalt Producing Co., Inac., Manhat- 
tan, deal in plays, pictures, $10,000. 
Jamostown Air Races, Inc., James- | 
town, general -musement park business, | 


Enterprises, Ince., 
theatrical, 200 
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theatres, $1,000. | 


| Co.; 


——1932—__, Net che. 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low Last. for wk, 
2% % k' BC Y Reereree coe 1% 1% 1% +1 
114% 4% 3,200 Columbia P. vtc....... ° 14% 13 14 —% 

5 1 800 Consol, Film ........ ° . 3% 3 3Y% 
11% 2% 3,300 Consol, Film pfd....... . 7% 5% ™m +4 
87% 35% 23,400 Kastman Kodak (3).... tece OED 0O% +2% 
5% 1 27,400 Fox, Class A..cccdces aevese eee 5% 4% 4%. —% 
26% 8% 402,300 Gen. Elec. (40C.)..cccccsscvcnce <5 an 19% 21% 41% 
25 7 NOW “HROUUM PEGs csi Sovccdovedescevess e 19% 19% 19% ~1 
37 13% 4B, BD BOW FE) on cb cig ccccpgcewescucoes e 37 aie 36% + & 
79% 39 500 Oe A Perr errr - TH 75 79% +3% 
4% 2% 1,800 Madison Sq. Garden..........+- 4% 3% 4% +% 
22% 14 1,400 Met-G-M pref, (1.80)......... ese 21 19% 21 +2 
14% a% 186 Orpheum pfld.... .ccccccccccecces e 13 11 13 +1% 
11% 1% TSE TOO  PRSPOMIOUDE . ncccccccdeccesveces ‘ 8 6% 7% — % 
"1% % 89,000 “Pathe Exchange......sseeseesee 1% 1% 1 
5% 1% 3,200 Pathe, ClaSs A...cecssessees eee 4% 3% 3% —% 
10% 2% 335,700 Radio Corp....... shixdaueeeae es - 10% IM 104% +1 
7 1% TO. FOD TREO cocccceccccccgvevceveeccee . 6“% 5% 5% 
1% % eee ry rere re % % % 
50 23 Universal pref, (8).....+. a’ 35 34 35 
4M, 14 52,300 Warner Bros..,....sesssseees 3% 3% 3% —¥Y¥y 
20 4 100 DO" PEG. . ccvasccccccevecee 10% 10% 10% ~1% 
43% 15% 289,900 Westinghouse .....s.ce++ee0. 43% 37% 42% +4% 
> CURB 
15. 1% 100 Columbia PictsS.......-eeseeee ee. 15 15 15 +1 
1% % 18,600 De Forest Radio.......+-..eee+ i 5/4 a % +% 
2% % 500 Gen. Thea. EB. pid... .ssecceees e th ve ad — *& 
4% Ne 6,900 .Technicolor .....s+e+- écecwseiss ° 5% 3% 4% —%*% 
2% % 7,800 Trans Dik... ccccessccvvces cove 2% 1% 2 
BONDS 
7™% 1 $114,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40.,..-.+e-e0. " ON 5 5 —% 
24 11,000 Keith 6's, '46..... bcdcceveoscece e 42 40 40% —h 
90 6A 33,000 Loew G's, "4leseecscsecess ecceeve 8B 87 87 —!1 
80% 49 Cee Cee UU, OE vcd anedeecansepes ° 65 6A 65 —1 
60% 18 85,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘47.......  & 39 41 —3% 
55 10% 85,000 Par-Pub 5's, '59........ eeoess ° 42 38 39% —% 
104% 50 4,000 RKO debs 6'S.......+ccevedeees ° Sle SL 81 
4 RM tk vee Shubert G'S. ..csccccccspcccqees e ee os 4 last 
40 Ve 196,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39.........+6 32% 30% 32 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked. 
% 1% secce Moxy, Class A (8.50)..cccresces eo. ee we ow 
| e Change of Capital 
ncorporations Martin Beck Theatre Corp., Manhat- 
tan, $220,000. 
Change of Name 
New York From Majestic Pictures, Inc., New 
° Albany, N. Y., Sept. 5. York, to Majestic Pictures Corp. 
Foster Amusement Corp.. Kings, mo- California 


Sacramento, Sept. 5. 

Coast Theatres Corp., County of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock, 10 shares, none 
subscribed, “vhomas W. Pyle, Cc. M. 
Shannon,’ R. C. Callender , 

California Films, Ltd., County of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock, 10,0090 shares, 
none subscribed. Neil S. McCarthy, Earl 
lL. Banta, C. J. Hoyt, Jessie L. Hall, 
Howard FP. Hall, 

Majestic Film Distributors, County of 
Los Angeles. Capital stock, 1,000 shares, 
$3 subscribed. Irving Cohen, A. Bosche, 
N. Wollman. 

Moto-Speedway Co., Ltd., City of Long 
Beach. Capital stock, $25,000, none 
subscribed. J. A. Crane, E. Crane, Chas. 
Moist. 

Jinema Digest Publishing Co., Ine., 
County of Los Angeles. Capital stock, 
$25,000, $3 subscribed. Howard Hall, 
A. V. Falcone, George Cohn. 

Permits to sell stock issued to: 

Irving Starr-Al Pelton, Ltd. (formerly 
Demmy Lamson-Al Pelton Ltd.; former- 
ly Marathon Corp., Ltd.) Booking en- 
tertainments. Capital, 100 shares no 
par. Permitted to issue all. 

Hollywood Publications, Inc., motion 
picture magazine publishing. Capital, 
bog shares no par. Permitted to issue 
all. 

Recreational Properties, Inc., real es- 
tate. Capital, 100 shares no par. Per- 
mitted to issue all, 


JUDGMENTS 


Royal Broadcasting System; 
Union; $61. 

North Shore Press; J. FE. 
$180. 


Western 


Linde Paper 





Libel Insurance 

The recently formed Newspapers’ 
Mutual Insurance Society of Eng- 
land already has 25 members, with 
other papers to transfer their libel 
insurance when existing insurances 
expire. ‘ 

Organization was formed to com- 
bat en masse the onerous libel 
tions with which the British news- 
papers have to contend. 


Ac- 
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Biz Bad, Accounts Precious, Agencies 
Won't Bargain with Stage Agents 





Chicago, Sept. 5. 
It used to be said that advertis- 
ing agencies didn’t like to do busi- 
ness with theatrical booking offices 


because the so-called ‘Broadway’ 
mind, personality, and ethical out- 
look were distasteful. Now there’s 
another more powerful reason— 
fear. Advertising agencie: don’t 
dare to do business w‘th theatrical 
booking agencie; because the pen- 
alty in these days of skimpy bud- 
gets is too shuddering to contem- 
plate if a client catches an adver- 
tising agency over-paying talent. 

Firm in the belief that no the- 
atrical booking office will ever 
quote fair salaries, radio scouts 
have universally, if not officially, 
discontinued all such contacts. They 
deal with the actor direct at all 
times, and, among themselves, like 
to tell of incidents where they 
bought so-and-so for half what a 
theatrical office quoted. 

Cited locally is a headline at- 
traction quoted to an advertising 
agency at $1,500, with the positive 
claim that the attraction was un- 
der exclusive contract to the booker 
and could be obtained nowhere else. 
Within a week the account repre- 
sentative was offered the same act 
for $1,200 by one source and $1,100 
by another. In two weeks the actor 
signed direct for $475. 

Caught Either Way 


Advertisers themselves nowadays 
make a point of finding out market 
values in talent and are frequently 
well informed. That’s where the 
fear comes in. An honest mistake 
is no excuse for an advertising 
agency. If they pay an entertainer 
$700 and the advertiser finds out 
the last job the entertainer worked 
at only paid $325, aside from any 
suspicion of kickbacks, it’s a case 
of ‘you’re too careless with my 
money, I'll take my account where 
they’re not so generous at my ex- 
pense.’ 

That has actually happened in a 
couple of instances and hag fright- 
ened the fraternity into the feeling 
that it’s too much of a gamble re- 
gardless of the other drawbacks. 

As a result, agencies are building 
regular casting ,files with names 
addresses and descriptive comment 
on available talent. By this method 
and an underground grapevine that 
is being developed through mutual 
necessity radio programs are en- 
tirely cast while theatrical contact 
men cool their heels outside in ante 
chambers and get polite stalling 
routine No. 1. 





Coffee Acc’t Lays Ground 
For Air Program Switch 


Maxwell House Coffee, NBC ac- 
count, wants to revise the type of 
program that it’s now ptesenting. 
Has an idea of adopting one of 
those down south themes. To that 
end it has auditioned the Hall John- 
s0n choir, Mabel Jackson, Jules 
Bledsoe and Molasses and January, 
colored comic duo. 

Same time a 25-piece orchestra 
under Don Vorhees was given a 
hearing and Lanny Ross, holding 
down the Maxwell spot with a 
dance orchestra unit at the present 
time, showed something different in 
the way of a musical presentation. 





NBC AFTERNOON SERIAL 

‘The Girl Who Lives Next Door,’ 
Serial skit, goes WEAF three aft- 
ernoons a week starting Sept. 26, 
for Diamond Tints. 

Sessions will stay local for 13 
Weeks, with a switch to network 
Slated to follow, if it clicks within 
that time. Program is yet to be 
cast. 





TELE. SETS AT $75 
London, Aug. 27. 
Annual radio exhibition at Olym- 
Pia, just opened here, makes a heavy 
Play for television patronage, sets 
being sold as cheaply as $75 at par. 
Regular visual transmissions are 
being linked up with the exposition. 
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$15,000 Survey 


Lines along which one of the 
big 10 among advertising agen- 
cies conducted a recent radio 
survey has excited much com- 
ment of the bepuzzled sort in 
broadcast circles. 

Flock of inquiring boys and 
girls were sent out into the 
field to find out the listening 
vublic’s likes and dislikes in 
echer entertainment, with spe- 
cific instructions to confine 
their approaches to clergymen 
and schoolmarms. Theory here 
was that these two classes 
would be the most unbiased 
ane the least likely to color 
their reactions with the opin- 
ions of others. 

Job of collecting and com- 
Piling the info set the agency 
back close to $15,000. 














NBC'S N. E. LINK 
TRAFFIC DEPT. 
PROBLEM 


Latest hitch for the NBC traffic 
department in the matter of clear- 
ing time for commercial programs 
has cropped up on the recently 
organized New England _ Broad- 
casting System. This regional group 
of indie operated stations has noti- 
fied the national chain, with whom 
they are affiliated, that the mem- 
bers have agreed to set aside a half 
hour of choice evening time exclu- 
sively for spot broadcasting pur- 
poses. 

Segment of the clock picked by 
the combine is between 7:30 and 8 
o’clock, which means that hereafter 
when NBC sells a program for this 
stretch the New England web will 
have to be eliminated from the line- 
up. Contracts involving this group 
that are now in force will remain 
unaffected. 

Outlets making up the New Eng- 
land Broadcasting link are WTIC, 
Hartford; WEEI, Boston; WJAR, 
Providence; WTAG, Worcester, and 
WCSH, Portland. 

When the quintet went network 
on its own Aug. 1, with the primary 
purpose of giving competition to 
John Shepard’s Yankee link, NBC 
regarded the move with a certain 
amount of uneasiness, but it had 
nothing tangible to be worried about 
until this closing off of the evening 
period. 








WLS’ Profitable Picnics 
Develop New Wrinkle 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Encouraged by the success and 
profits of their lake steamer picnic 
trips WLS, the farmer station with 
more by-products than a meat- 
packer, will charter a train Sept. 
13, and take a picnic party to Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin. 

WLS hillbilly entertainers will 
go along, on the boats, and enter- 
tain in the railroad coaches en 
route. Two performances will be 
given at the Northport ballroom at 
Geneva to which people from the 
surrounding area not attending the 
picnic will be admitted for a fee. 





Johnstone’s Expose 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 
Ed Johnstone, who has. been 
broadcasting ‘Romance of the 





Thoroughbreds’ all summer over 
| WBBM is off the air. 

He is framing another horse- 
lracing radio program that will ex- 
i noes some inside stuff on the 
| crooked gambling angles of the 
}sport. 
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ADV. COMPANIES 
MOVE WITH ETHER 


—_———_— 


Radical Realignment of 10 
Leading Agencies in Ra- 
dio — Their Ether Prog- 
ress Is Wedge for Corral- 
ling New Business—Top 
Money Income to Radio 
From Advertising Agency 
Is $400,000 from Lord & 
Thomas — Thompson 
Agency Second, $300,000 


BLACKETT’S PROGRESS 





Past summer has seen a radical 
realignment of the 10 leading adver- 
tising agencies in radio. With the 
exception of the agencies holding 
first and deuce spots, the entire list 
underwent shifting. 


Despite the fact that radio covers 
only 15% of the advertising busi- 
ness, broadcasting has come to play 
an important part in the fortunes 
of an agency. 

Several agencies have been mak- 
ing rapid strides upward through 
their successes as ether merchan- 
disers. Because of these successes 
they have been able to take over the 
radio phases of general advertising 
accounts held by other agencies and 
in due time gather in the entire 
ballyhoo budget of the account, 
which takes in newsprint, magazine, 
billboard, ete. 

As a result of this situation, ob- 
servers in the agency field predict. 
a number of agencies now in Class 
B and C rating will be up among 
the first 10 within the next year cr 
two, while several have been hold- 
ing topnotch position for years will 
be watching the parade go by. 

B-S-H Instance 


Outstanding case in point of an 
agency that has been hitting a fast 
stride toward the top through its 
achievements on the air is the 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert outfit. 
Trio merged their talents just a few 
years ago, ‘with Frank Hummert 
coming away from Lord & Thomas 
to do the radio specializing for the 
organization. This agency now con- 
trols almost as many accounts on 
the air as any other firm in business, 
though the individual expenditures 
of its clients fail to rate them among 
the 10 heaviest ether spenders. 

From the amount of money each 
are billed for monthly by the net- 
works the following rate in this or- 
der as radio’s sources of revenue: 
Lord & Thomas, J. Walter Thomp- 
son, Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
born, Blackett - Sample - Hummert, 
Newell Emmett (Chesterfield cigar- 
ets), Benton & Bowles (General 
Foods), N. W. Ayer & Son, Er- 
win-Wasey, McCann-Erickson and 
Campbell-Ewald (General Motors). 


Network income from Lord & 
Thomas figures around $400,000 a 


month; J. Walter Thompson, $300,- 
oe: Bo B. DD. & -O., $200,000; 
B-S-H, $150,000; while the others 


range between this total and $125,- 
000. 





Patricia Manners’ Pipes 
Better; Singing Again 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Patricia Ann Manners is resuming 
her singing career after incapacita- 
tion for a time following an automo- 
bile accident. She was formerly on 
the stage in musical comedy. 
WBBM is using her in a program 
of songs. 

Meanwhile Miss Manners has 
been doing radio dramatic work as 
a secondary character in ‘Myrt and 
Marge.’ 





Severi Gets Stark Spot 
Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 
Frederick Stark, 


Artists Squawk 


Labeled 








Jack Pearl steps into the 
Lucky Strike session this 
Thursday (8) night with a 
cross-fire turn for at least four 
weeks, with an option for four 
more at a time. 

Type of dialog that the com- 
mercial has mapped out for 
him is indicated by the billing 
it has bestowed upon the 
comic. He will be introduced 
on the Thursday spasms as the 
‘Baron Munchausen.’ 


G. M. NOW TAKES 
TO WB STAR 
AIR IDEA 


When the ‘Parade of States’ se- 
ries terminates for General Mo- 
tors on NBC Oct. 17 the automo- 
tive combine will in all probability 
switch to a new policy, using three 
15-minute periods a week instead of 
the current weekly .half-hour ar- 
rangement. Majority opinion on the 
G-M board of directors is reported 
in favor of abandoning the high- 
brow institutionalized program for 
a class of entertainment of more 
general appeal. 

Show the motor account now has 
in mind would be framed around a 
dance band combo, a warbler of na- 
ticnal rep and a high rating com- 
edy act from the stage, with a good 

ossibility of tying in with War- 
ner Brothers for a pickup from the 
Burbank studios of a star for each 
program, Producing company is 
willing to contribute the name 
gratis in return for a plug on one 
of its current productions. WB had 
a similar idea in view on a ‘ghost’ 
program over CBS. 

















Grooming Doc Rockwell; 
No Want Big Lyman Show 


With the Chevrolet account figur- 
ing on returning to the network the 
first or second week in October, the 
NBC Artists Service is grooming 
Doc Rockwell for the m.c. spot on 
the Chevrolet program. Motor car 
got an earful of the comic’s mike 
routine at an audition last week and 
is now thinking it over. On the 
same program tried out witlr Rock- 
well was Frank Black’s orchestra 
and four warblers brought in by 
the ad agency on the account. 

On the mystery program broad- 
cast four weeks ago over Colum- 
bia, with Abe Lyman’s orchestra, 
Jack Osterman, Aileen Stanley and 
a flock of Warner Brothers stars 
among these heard, Chevrolet was 
asked to listen in along with Chrys- 
ler Motor. Chevrolet execs tuned 
in but shortly afterwards decided 
that the talent cost entailed, be- 
tween $8,000 and $10,000 per pro- 
gram, was too big a load for it to 
attempt. 


KFWI Can’t Step Up 


San Francisco, Sept. 5 

Federal Radio Commission has} 
denied Radio Entertainments, Ltd., 
operators of KFWI, permission to 
expand from 500 to 1,000 watts. 
Regular license was renewed, sta- 
tion sharing time with KROW, Oak- 
land. 











assistant mu- | 


sical director at KHJ, has resigned. | by Commission for allowing astrolo- 


Berth goes to Gino Severi. 


gists to broadcast. 


KFWI was recently investigated | 
| 


With Stage Work the Pot of Gold 
At the End of the Radio Build-Up, 


Over Their “Time 


> 


Plenty of mike boys and girls on 
the NBC Artists Service rolls are 
voicing a heavy peeve against the 
network for the way it’s been pass- 
ing around the sustaining program 
assignments. Strange as it may 
seem, their plaint makes no ref- 
erence to commercial programs. It’s 
the daily sustaining grind they’re 
after, because through these fre- 
quent and consistent ether appear- 
ances, they say, do they develop a 
boxoffice value. Seems they’ve sud- 
denly discovered en masse that the 
end of the radio rainbow is no 
longer the commercial program but 
the vaudeville or picture house 
stage. 

Not that they would scorn an 
advertiser’s support but they would 
rather work on a daily sustaining 
niche for the little it pays than be 
on the air only once or twice a week 
at the comparatively richer benefi- 
cence of a commercial. And it must 
be an evening hour they’re on, for, 
according to their <lant, the theatre 
booker measures their popularity by 
the number of times they're on the 
ether and the mixed after-dinner 
audience that catches them. 

Discontented element claim that 
what it’s most up against is the 
tendency of the network’s program 
department to concentrate upon its 
own momentary favorites when it 
comes to filling the sustaining spots 
and to disregard suggestions made 
by the artists’ bureau, which is 
equally concerned with building up 
names for its theatre booking de- 
partment to sell. Program depart- 
ment takes the view that its chief 
purpose is to develop prospective 
material for commercials and that 
the mike artist’s theatre booking 
possibilities shovld be regarded as 
incidental and at the most a by- 
product. Against this position the 
artists service contends that NBC 
is both in the broadcasting and the- 
atre booking business and that the 
program department and its sa- 
crosanct tribunal, the program 
board, should bear this in mind in 
decreeing who shall or shall not be 
admitted to the sustaining periods, 


No Intra-Cooperation 


That the spirit of co-operation 
between these two factions of the 
network has been waning is no 
secret. Flare-ups against the 
other’s demands and _ resistances 
have been frequent of late, but this 
has been so far confined to each 
other’s quarters and among the 
members of each department, for 
the gentility pervading the broad- 
casting business does not permit of 
the open breaks and airing of de- 
partmental recriminations so com- 
mon in the other fields of show 
business. But the trend that the 
network’s activities is now pursu- 
ing, and its close alliance with 
RKO, will demand a showdown soon, 
Recently one of the network’s bet- 
ter known warblers applied to a 
program department executive for a 
better spot on the day’s schedule. 
‘What's wrong with the one you’ve 
now got?’, the swivel chair swinger 
wanted to know. 

‘It’s on too early,’ the artist re- 
plied. ‘I'd like to be moved up to 
an evening opening.’ 

‘Why in the evening? 
heard during the day.’ 
‘Not by all those I’d like to hear 
me,’ said the artist. ‘The average 
male listener doesn’t get to a radio 
until after he gets home from work, 
and if I’m to mean anything to a 
theatre booker I'll have to establish 
myself with the men as well as the 
women.’ 

‘Get this into your head,’ retorted 
the exec. ‘I’m trying to run a broad- 
| casting company and I’m interested 
‘;in radio and only that and your 
’ value as a theatre attraction is none 


You're 





of the network’s concern.’ 
‘I'm glad that came out at this 
| time,’ rejoined the warbler, grimly. 


| ‘I’ve got a contract with your arte 
ists service giving it exclusive rep- 
resentation over me that has an- 
other year and a half to go.’ 
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BORRAH MINEVITCH and Rascals 


instrumental 
Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

WJZ, New York 


By that paradex of matters radio, 
Minevitch, in for an NBC build-up, 
was first caught on a CBS commer- 
cial (Kodak) as reviewed herewith. 
But this program, the first of an 
institutional NBC series, will spell 
the answer to the microphonic ap- 
peal of an harmonica combination. 
At first hearing—and the appeal 
persists throughout—the impression 
is that Minevitch with his harmon- 
ica band has something for the 
ether. 

But the manner of presentation 
isn't too good. Here’s a Minevitch 
who for some arbitrary reason is 
transplanted into ‘Little Italy Below 
Washington Square,’ and the boys 
are given a ‘street urchin’ aura in 
their introduction. While it may 
have been wise to treat the har- 
monica instrumentation in an al 
fresco manner, perhaps it would 
have been more showmanly to dig- 
nify the lowly mouth organ with a 
conservative spiel about the tricks 
Mineviich’s Rascals can do with it. 

In truth, that sort of showman - 
Ship has established Minevitch on 
the rostrums of twe continents, 50 
no reason for the radio to wax 
hotsy-totsy. For one thing, while 
it’s often deplored that radio is too 
conservative in its formula style of 
entertainment presentation, here 
was one instance when perhaps 
some well-phrased spieling concern- 
ing the art of the Hohners wouldn't 

ave been amiss. 

2 From a trade angle this anomaly 
becomes an even greater enigma, 
for the NBC build-up is in line with 
a reported personal interest by 
Roxy to baliyhoo Mineyitch’s har- 
monicaisis as something different 
at the inaugural of Radio City. 

Minevitch for long has had ideas 
about a concert at Carnegie Hall 
with ‘illegitimate instruments such 
as the harmonica, ‘sweet potato, 
comb-and-tissue, musical botties 
and kindred pitched-sound produ- 
cers which, under Minevitchesque 
rhythmpation, might be made an 
interesting interlude. 

However, on this inaugural half 
hour, the continuity plotters didn’t 
do right by the Harmvnica Rascais. 
The boys were given dialog, and 
they planted everything as well as 

they could under the circumstances, 
but it sounded very home made. 
However, there was a variety of 
corking instrumentation. ‘They 
played rumbas, tangoes, blues, pops, 
Classics and very heated music in 
sonorous, pas eng Renae - 
denci to what artistry a mo - 
ay if specially arranged 

r, can rise. 
a spiel sort of reminded of 
CBS ‘Street Singer’ announcements 
as the NBC word-slinger bids the 
street urchins adieu. Abel. 





THE ROAD REPORTER 
With Louis Dean 
COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


Only five-minute program re- 

leased by the network's local key 
outlet. Comes on at 7:10, E. D. T., 
every evening but Sunday, with 
Louis Dean from the announcing 
staff doing the ‘Read Reporter’ hon- 
ors. Shell Oil is the sponsor. — 
It’s a different town he expatiates 
on at each session. Mentions some 
sports or other public event slated 
to take place that will likely draw 
the outsiders and describes the 
motor routes to be taken. Renders 
a thumbnail sketch of the towns 
historical or industrial background, 
retails local sights that may be of 
interest and advises that a detailed 
map showing the way to get there 
can be obtained for the asking at 
any Shell filling station. 

When the Louis Dean of the well 
modulated voice rings off, another 
announcer takes up the remaining 
minute to tell about the virtues ot 
Shell oil and gasoline. Studio 
combo usually preceeds this midget 
program with 10 minutes of dance 
music, but Shell Oil doesn’t pay 
for that. Odec. 





WISN PLAYERS 
Sustaining 
WISN, Milwaukee 

Recruited from professional and 
little theatre ranks, these players 
from the Wisconsin ‘News’ station 
offer a bit of diversion from the 
regular radio program with bright 
little sketches that seem to have 
found considerable popularity. 

‘Just the Same Old Love’ last 
Sunday night was an adaptation 
by Eleanor Mercein from a ‘Good 
Housekeeping’ story by Hazel 
Havermale. It gave three members 
of the WISN cast opportunity for a 
15-minute performance sandwiched 
in between a major portion of Sun- 
day night music. 

While the Players boast rather 
an extensive cast, ‘Just the S- me 
Old Love’ was presented by Mary 
Ann LeMay, John Cambier, head of 
the Waukesha Little theatre, and 
Marjorie Crossland, seen in New 
York and in London with James 
Gleason and Robert Armstrong in 
‘Is Zat So” and also in ‘Broadway’ 
on tour. Eieanor Mercein directs 
the productions, 

Plays are on the air Sundays at 
8 p.m. (C.S.T) and Wednesdays at 
7 pm 


BORRAH MINEVITCH 
Harmonica Ensemble 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


around the networks, but the ex- 
ample anyway is typical. Here's an 
act that NBC has all primed for a 
grand buildup via the geustaining 
route, with the initial flash set for 
last Sunday (4) night. But, presto! 
two nights before the NBC debut, 
the turn suddenly makes its appear- 
ance on the opposition chain as part 
of Eastman Kodak’s Week End 
Party. This event naturally served 
to take the edge of the coming-out 
ether party that NBC had planned 
for Borrah Minevitch and his 
mouth-organ totting gang. 

Perhaps it would have been bet- 
ter for Minevitch, after ail, to have 
passed up this chance of pocketing 
a little commercial coin and waited 
for the other airing. The impres- 
sion maybe would have been all to 
his favor. 

As it was, on the Kodak program 
he came just as an added attraction 
with too much good company pre- 
venting him and his boys from 
standing out as they otherwise 
would. With Nat Schilkret at his 
most enjoyable moments, as he was 
this night, the overshadowing made 
it a little too tough for the Mine- 
vitch coterie to shine out. Then 
again, with a Class A band, Jack 
Parker, tenor; Thelma Kessler, 
piano, and a quartet to provide re- 
lief on a half-hour program, there's 
wasn’t much time that could be al- 
lotted to the harmonica troupe. At 
least not enough to give the ensem- 
ble an opportunity to demonstrate 
amply the musical range and varia- 
tion to which these lads can put 
this lowly instrument. 

Regardless of these restraints and 
restrictions, Minevitch has some- 
thing outstandingly different for 
radio. The three brief interludes 
allowed him in the Kodak gave im- 
pressive proof of this, What's more, 
the mike and the receiving set 
seemed to lend themselves perfectly 
to the harmonics of the instrument 
as this group fashion them. ‘Iran- 
tasy on the St. Louis Blues’ came 
over suavely and distinctively, with 
the loudspeaker bringing out the 
shadings and nuances as sharply 
and vividly as the human ear would 
catch them in an auditorium. Ef- 
fect with “Tiger Rag’ was equally 
forte, though the number could be 
slightly revised for radio presenta- 
tion. Possibility there of giving 
some comedy treatment to the ani- 
mal effects on the introduction. 
Simple little pop number served as 
the third and final item on the 
troupe’s not quite five-minute re- 
pertoire for the evening. 

Minevitch has a lot to learn 
about studio technique, the best way 
of grouping the instruments for 
maximum effect, etc. Perhaps he'll 
get the right steer along these lines 
during his NBC buildup. Alliance 
there has to be quite close. It’s said 
that one of the attractions that 
Roxy has up his sleeve for the In- 
ternational Music Hall in Radio City 
is an harmonica symphony orches- 
tra under Minevitch’s direction. 
Odec. 





HENRY TOBIAS’ ORCHESTRA 
COMMERCIAL 

WGY, Schenectady 

Playing for nth season at swanky 
New York-patronized Totem Lodge 
on Burden’s Lake (back of Troy), 
Tobias’ unit has been on air for 10 
Monday supper hour broadcasts to 
plug resort; 25-minute programs. 
Ilirst three or four were newspaper 
advertised. 

Orchestra is a good one, but pro- 
grams did not seem to be as dis- 
linclive as was the case when group 
broadcast over NBC from the Palais 
d’Or, New York. Less stress is 
placed on Tobias’ compositions, 
which may be a mistake. Song- 
writers are usually far from shrink- 
ing-violet class, but here perhaps 
Tobias was too modest. For most 
part he submerged himself, letting 
the ensemble have sway. 

‘Name’ composer-band leaders 
being rare in Capital District broad- 
casts, seems as though it would 
have been wise to feature this angle. 
A bigger spot for Tobias’ numbers, 


with more individual stuff, would 
have given programs a Broadway 
touch. On last week's ‘shot’ he 


chorused his ‘Love Came Along,’ 
but did not include that haunting, 
odd-beat composition which trade- 
marked the Palais @’Or programs. 

Tobias’ brief farewell was spoken 


well enough to suggest he could 
have done his own announcing, 
yoice being better than that of 
WGY’s man. As lonz as Totem 
Lodge was time-paying manaze- 
ment should have insisted upon 
services of Warren Munson, sta- 


tion's ace orch announcer. 
Tobias’ unit played with smooth- 
ness and snap, pianist standing out. 
Good reed section, and brasses sat- 
isfactory, too. Two or three vocal- 
ists, in addition to leader, but diffi- 
cult to catch their names. One, with 
tag sounding like Billy Roberts, 
tenored oke. Outfit has a good 
blues singer, although not many 
such numbers included on programs. 
On an earlier broadcast a young 
woman joined with a bandsman for 
a duet. Well done, and could have 
been made a regular feature. 
Advertising rather strong, as is 
usually case with local commercials. 
Jaco, 
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EDWIN C. HILL 
News Commentator 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

‘Literary Digest’ wanted three 15- 
|rainute niches a week at exactly the 
lsame time each night and the NBC 
| traffic dpartment went to work try- 
ling to clear the required niches 
coast-to-coast board. 
Alone with a contract for facilities, 
taking in a minimum of 39 weeks, 
NBC was to become the recipient 
of another document covering the 
services of Lowell Thomas. 

But right away the NBC traffic 
clearers ran smack into a flock of 
‘non-movable’ situations. One sta- 
tion after another that the ‘Literary 
Digest’ had specifically asked for 
reported back that the requested 
periods on one or two of the nights 
were already filled with spot broad- 
casting obligations reinforced with 
one of those ‘non-movable’ clauses 
that prevented the shifting of these 
local affairs to another hour on the 
schedule. ‘Digest’ waited a couple 
of weeks for NBC to deliver per 
specification, and finding that the 
network wasn't making any appre- 
ciable headway the mag turned to 
Columbia and quickly got what it 
wanted. 

For the job of comm~ntating 
Columbia had Edwin C. Hiil ready 
to serve ona platter. Hill had been 





around the network for some time 
as a nightly sustaining filler on a 
sort of build-up to take the place 
of H. V. Kaltenborn, Hill came to 
the mike with quite a newspaper 
rep. For quite a stretch of years 
he’s been with the ‘Sun,’ one of the 
few that survived on the payroll as 
the sheet passed from one owner to 
another and from one extinction to 
another merger. Back in the days 
before the war, when Park Row 
was still in full flourish. and news 
writing could still boast of an aura 
of literature around it, the ambi- 
tious cub had three shining lights of 
the craft to look up to and adopt as 
models for emulation. They were 
Frank Ward O'Malley, Helen 
Simons and Eddie Hill, all on the 
staff of the ‘Morning Sun.’ In the 
last was combined a*news digger 
and whipper into terse, graphic 
narrative and description par ex- 
cellence. 

To do the sustaining series for 
Columbia, Hill went on a leave of 
absence from the ‘Sun,’ ail that is 
left from four newspapers Munsey 
made one. Prior to the news com- 
mentating assignment Hill did one 
of those famous men biographical 
turns and also one on captains of 
modern industry. In neither in- 
siance did he capture national at- 
tention. 

But it may be different as the 
ether spokesman for the ‘Literary 
Digest.” But it is very doubtfuf 
whether he will garner the follow- 
ing and make the impressive show- 


ing of his predecessor, Lowell 
Thomas. 
As a voice personality Thomas 


has a hundredfold edge over him. 
Not only does Hill lack the whim- 
sical, colorful touch of the other lad, 
but his crisp monotonous style gives 
the impression of one of those force- 
ful business men go-getters deliver- 
ing the annual report of progress, 
and, yes sir, meaning every word 
of it. It is interesting data that 
Hill weaves into his news narra- 
tives, data that deftly and _ suc- 
cinctly sketches in the backgrounds 
of the personalities involved, but 
what may appear to Hill as the 
human side of these figures comes 
out of the loudspeaker as a dry, 
humorless, tintless array of namby- 
pamby information, reminiscent of 
the old style of treating biography. 
It doesn’t get under the surface. 
It avoids the real human highlights 
of the personality. 

Stu he unreels gives evidence of 
much research, but the style of put- 
ting it over is many miles from the 
style that made Eddie Hill the scin- 
tillant star of the old ‘Morning Sun.’ 

It’s a six-nights-a-week grind for 
Hill, with the ‘Literary Digest’ 
bankrolling three of the 15-minute 
periods and Columbia carrying him 
the rest of the way ona the net- 


work's sustaining payroll. Odcec., 
REX KOURY 

Organist 

Sustaining 


WGY, Schenectady 

Organist, formerly playing at 
Proctor’s Troy vaude house, is now 
broadcasting two half-hour pro- 
srams weekly from RKO’s Albany 
Palace, One is a midnight, the 
other a late morning affair, 

Koury is an excellent 
artist. Nothing mechanical 
his playing, 

Morning programs, announced as 
‘all requests,’ contain a lot of 
familiar stuff. Koury should ring 
in an occasional somewhat heavier 
number, giving to it the same popu- 
lar treatment that network consol- 
ists in New York apply. 

He should be a candidate for ad- 
vancement to an NBC morning 
hookup, provided WGY wishes to 
go outside studio for talent. On 
midnight programs a male singer 
might be spotted now and then with 
IKkoury. An. additional broadcast 
should b: considered, for these or- 
ganlogs pack more entertainment 
than usual run of a.m. programs, 

Announcing by Tom Lewis is 
good, except where he makes intro- 
ductions too long in an effort to 
avoid the stereotyped, Jaco, 


console 
about 





ROXY THEATRE PROGRAM 
Orchestral, Vocal 

30 Mins. 

WABC, New York 

When S. L. Rothafe!l was handling 
the Roxy the regular Sunday eve- 
ning broadcasts were on NBC fea- 
ture. Now that Roxy is out of the 
theatre and in on the RKO-NBC 
family, CBS has grabbed the pro- 
gram, It’s NBC's loss and CBS’ 
gain. 

In the usual manner, Frank Cam- 
bria, the current managing director 
'of New York's largest theatre, does 
the announcing for the program. 
He emerges as a surprisingly pleas- 
ant ether personality. His voice is 
smooth and his diction clear, re- 
minding (curiously enough) of both 
Roxy and Major Bowes. 

lirst of the series of what are 
hoped to be regular Sunday eve fea- 
tures, seemed somewhat’ experi- 
mental. There was a variety of ma- 
terial, with an evident, though un- 
mentioned, desire to feel out the dial 








turners’ pulses. Starting with 
Gries’s ‘Peer Gynt’ the numbers 
wound their way through Victor 
Herbert, a current pop tune and 
Lack to Bizet. Orchestral end of 
things, and program layout were 


satisfactory enough, only drawback 
coming from the fact that some of 





the soloists were not of radio merit 
ov import. 

David Ross, leader of the Roxy 
orchestra (and expiained by Cam- 
bria as not being the radio an- 
nouncer of the same name) has 
nice command of his men and a 





go00d ear for symphonic arrange- 
ment though inclining a bit to un- 
dertoning. 

After the ‘Peer Gynt’ beginning 
came Victor Herbert's ‘Thine Alone,’ 
soloed by Lacile Berthom, who 
doesn’t quite understand the micro- 
phone's eccentricities. Seems to be 
a polished singer, but her voice 
caine over mighty flatly. Mischa 
Violin was guest conductor, play- 
ing the violin solo for Fritz Kreis- 
ler’s “Tambourine Chinois,’ and 
Joseph Griffin, tenor, soloed ‘Night 
Fall.” Mr. Griffin gave a good im- 
pression. 

‘Cabin in the Cotton’ might as 
well have been left off the program 
as played by the orchestra. They 
made it sound entirely too impor- 
tant. ‘Gypsy and Bird’ followed and 
‘Indigo,’ a piano and violin duet by 
C, A, J. Parmentier and Harry Per- 
rella, impressed. Bizet’s ‘Arlesienne 
Suite’ closed with a splendid orches- 
tral rendition, 

As Cambria explained at the be- 
ginning of his broadcast, ‘planning 
a stage show is one thing; planning 
a radio program is another.’ There 
is sufficient talent here, and an 
abundance of quality; it’s merely 
a matter of experience and plan- 
ning. Kawf. 





TEAM MATES 
With Irving Kennedy, Mary Wood, 

Guardsmen, Sam Moore, Josef 

Hornik Orch, Jennings Pierce 
COMMERCIAL 
KGO, San Francisco 

Wesson Oil Co., sponsors of this 
half hour Wednesday night NBC 
program, has been doing a lot of 
fooling around with this feature 
since it hit the western network 
several months ago. If they’re wise 
they'll let it alone because as it now 
stands period is perfectly suited to 
the class of people who'll buy com- 
pany’s cooking and salad _ oil— 
house wives. 

As framed by Caryl Coleman, who 
does a good job of producing, half 
hour contains considerable music of 
the ‘Trees’ type, which is surefire 
for any kitchen-minded matron who 
Stands over a hot stove for hubby's 
nightly meal. About only fault was 
an ad plug in middle of program 
when one of male entertainers, Sam 
Moore, stepped up to Jennings 
Pierce, m.c., and in a conversational 
voice weighted down by southern 
drawl, extolled the merits of ‘Wes- 
son Oil, the only oil in cooking that 
can make a husband happy.” Which 
is too much oil for any man. 

Vocal leags of program were done 
by Irving Kennedy and Mary Wood, 
about as nifty a tenor-soprano team 
as the west coast boasts. Guards- 
men, male-quartetted in usual male 
quartet fashion. Moore, in addition 
to his ad plug, contributed a guitar 
solo. Hornik’s orchestra did a 
capable job of accompanying. Like- 
wise, Jennings Pierce, who handled 
the announcing and m.c.ing. Bock. 
ROXY ON THE AIR 
With Roxy, John Boles, Jeffry Gill, 

Max Steiner’s Orchestra 
Sustaining 
15 Mins. 

KFSD, San Diego 

A one-shotter preluding the regu- 
lar weekly ‘Hollywood on the Air,’ 
capitalizing the name of Roxy and 
high-spotted by a cross-examina- 
tion between the showman and 
John Boles, who should have sung, 
but didn’t. 

Roxy piugged future product with 
little partiality for his own com- 
pany'’s (Radio) films. The Boles 
interview probably pleased the ac- 
tor’s admirers and was less sappy 
than the usual mike quiz a film 
celeb gets. 

Jeffry Gill, announcel by Roxy as 
& west coast discovery of his, has 
been singing in Warner picture 
houses locally. He did two pops 
nicely, but the boy has done better 
before. Probably nervous in his 
first network bow. Steiner’s orches- 
tra did an agreeable semi-classic 
early in the program, 





—=—=s 
KYW ALL-STAR MINSTRE 
With Billy Broad, Walter Pectin, 


George Grammer Smit 
Dietrich, Jackson Murray, pe” 
Fay, Harry Keesler and Es 
Ewing 
Sustaining 

KYW, Chicago 

To say arbitrarily and offhang 


that minstrelsy is a relic of yester. 
day without substantial appea) for 
the present generation is to court 
a chorus of indignant denials. Yet 
theatrically that is incontestably 
true; minstrelsy is dead. But not 
on the radio it would seem. 

Chicago has the WENR (wiener) 
minstrels and there used to be a 
WGN ditto. WENR group plugged 
away for a couple of years ana 
seemed doomed never to find a 
sponsor, but finally did in Sinclair 
Oil, whose satisfaction is reported 
as reasonably complete. And ag 
another evidence of popularity NBC 
has a permanent waiting list, al. 
ways hovering around 10,900 names, 
of persons waiting to attend the 
broadcasts in the big WENR hall 
that holds 600 auditors. 

So any comment about the KYW 
minstrels must start with a con- 
fession of doubt. The public may 
like it; by professional standards 
it isn’t anything to get heated over. 

Songs that used to be hits and 
funny sayings that aren't particu- 
larly inudicreus form the bulk of a 
half heur program, at the beginning 
of which ‘t is lyrically stated that 
the minstrel’s ‘mission in life is the 
ruination of care.’ These gags are 
supposed to aid in counteracting 
the depression: 

‘I’m wearing golf socks. 
18 holes in them.’ 

‘There’s 4,000 people under me—~ 
I'm a night watchman in a ceme< 
tery.’ 

‘My wife likes prize fights—I took 
her to see congress in session.’ 

‘A worm is a caterpillar that 
piayed strip poker.’ 

The tellers of these excruciating 
gags bear such names as Prescrip- 
tion, Eclipse and Snakehips. Speak- 
ing about comets, they name Rin 
Tin Tin as a star with a tail One 
gag about a drinker with D.T.’s 
who sees various animals as the 
number of his drinks progresses is 
se complicated and involved as to 
defy repeating. 

A siudio audience laughs uproari<- 
ously at the quips and puns. Be- 
tween times the various minstrels 
toss out vocal solos, nothing out- 
standing. Billy Broad, saved for 
the last, rendered one of his own 
compositions, ‘Because I’m No One’s 
Fool, with the tune, the idea and 
the humor earmarked 1915. George 
Grammer Smith did the inevitable, 
‘Can't You Hear Me Calling, Caro- 
line?”’, and Roy Dietrich handled 
‘Same Old Moon,” ‘There was alse 
a minute or two of jingle dancing 
simuiated by the drummer as in the 
WENR minstrels. 

‘Old Black Joe’ is used as a signa- 
ture, followed by an introductory 
ditty that sounds like the ‘Voice of 
the RKO.’ At the second chorus of 
each solo the ensemble joins in. 
It’s all typical old-time minstrelsy, 
and if enough old-timers fancy it 
there may be a nicho in radio for 
this bunch. 

It’s certainly not for the younge 
sters or the post-bellum generation, 
Its nudience must date before Wil- 
son's second term. Land. 


COWBOY TOM’S ROUNDUP 
Singing, Taik, Instrumental 
COMMERCIAL 

WINS, New York 

Much big whoopee by cowboys 
and Indians, with Bost toothpaste 
paying the bill, Comes out of this 
unaffiliated transmitter every day 
in the week except Sunday between 
5:16 and 5:45, k&. D. T. And it’s a 
nerve-wracking din these boys of 
the wide open spaces set up be- 
tween hillDilly and plainsmen ditties, 
strumming bits on the banjo and 
windy plugs for the products, It’s 
all directed at the kid listeners, but 
it must be a strain on the eardrums 
of the oldsters within listening dis- 
tance, 

It is assumed that the troupe ine 
cludes real Indians, because ‘Cowe 
boy Tom’ says they’re there in the 
studio: ‘Chief Charging Buffalo,’ 
‘Little Skookum’ and ‘Pocahontas.’ 
Dialect pulled by ‘Little Skookum,’ 
may it be interpolated here, sounds 
so phoney that it’s doubtful whether 
even a five-year-old will fall for it. 
Open spaces ditties warbled by the 
‘cowboys’ are oke, as such warblings 
go, while the harmonica bits and 
the banjo strumming register far 
more melodiously. 

Heavy repetition through the 
lengthy credit spiels of the give- 
away contest tied up with the pro- 
gram, Kids are urged to write a 
letter of 50 words or less telling 
why they like Bost toothpaste. Car- 
ton wrapped around the tube, of 
course, is to be included with the 
letter. First prize assures four $5 
gold pieces. Next 20 are each guar- 
anteed a cowboy or cowgirl suit and 
every contestant a sample of the 
dentifrice, 

Regular stunt connected up with 
the program is the ‘Cowboy Tom 
Roundup Club,’ with membership 
for the writing. Names of those 
‘voted in’ are announced over the 
air, and if they're celebrating 2 


(Continued on page 44) 
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East 


Nellie Revell returns to NBC for 
the ‘Radio Digest’ Sept. 14. 


‘The Columbia Guest Revue’ will 
include in its initial shot this Fri- 
day (9) Vivian Janis, Keller Sisters 
and Lynch, Roy Smeck, Winnie 
Shaw, Ann Lester and Kay McKay. 

Henry Lawes, on the WMCA list, 
gang his campaign song at a Roose- 
velt pow-wow thrown in Bridgeport, 
Conn. 

Helen Anderson, WINS contralto, 
is a George Hall protege. 

Arthur Pryor, Jr., holding down 
the radio helm for Batten, Barton, 


Durstine & Osborn, while Roy 
Durstine is honeymooning in Eu- 
rope. 


Mildred Bailey resumes NBS sus- 
taining Sept. 21. 

Bob Taplinger is down to inter- 
views himself as soon as he runs 
eut of victims for the ‘Meet the 
Artist’ series. 

CBS Funnyboners also double as 
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BURNS * ALLEN 


Dir.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Clive B. Meredith, 
James G. Tracy 
Smedberg, executors of the estate. 


deceased, 


lice transmitter of 150 watts. 


lowing withdrawal 
WERE, Erie. 


renewals, and 59 modifications. 

Kolin D. 
a comedv number, arranged 
David Buttolph, musical 
and warbled on 
program. 


State Teachers’ 
music by 
pianist-composer. 


i, ms 
has been set to 
Gilbert Spross, 


(N. ¥.) theatres. 


ter in a week. 


Gowns of WHEC have 
wagons. 

Ethelynn Koepke quits 
drama dept. to become bride. 
paper to hit the air. 
‘Globe Trotter.’ 

Buck and 
vaude act, 
first crack 
Network’s program 


Bubbles, 
before the NBC 


tion. 





West 


Frank Galvin from KJBS 
KTAB on production staff. 


Linn Church is out as KFRC an- 
nouncer. Bob Bence succeeding. 


Milt Samuels is back at desk in 
NBC's Frisco press department after 
three weeks’ iliness. 

Don Lee coast stations, affiliated 
with CBS, have changed the license 
holder from Don Lee, Inc., to Don 
Lee Broadcasting System. 

KGPW, Salt Lake City police sta- 
tion, granted a construction permit 
to build a 100-watter. 

A battle is being waged between 
CKY’s (Winnipeg) two comedy 
teams, Ebony and White and Ab‘e 
and Sandy, the latter being a newer 
cauo. Yraham Rattray and A. F. 
Sellers are the former, a blackface 
act; Ernie Holden, an ex-stock 
actor, and Sandy Phimister, local 
club comedian, are Abie and Sandy. 
Winnipeg’s government-controlled 
station CKY, which has a monopoly, 
is being panned by the natives 
badly claiming it lacks pep against 
the U. S. stations. The chains, 
however, make it tough for a single 
station anywhere in competition. 


rod, CJGX, are running a popular 
program called ‘General Jack’ for 
the kids out west which goes from 
Winnipe~ to their outlet at York- 
ton, Sask, Program on at 6:39 p.m., 
three times weekly. 

Many of the #ld Capitolians, Capi- 
tol theatre, Winnipeg, are on the 
staff cf the studio orchestra under 
Pelham Richardson at CKY. 
Sylvester Q. Cannon and Ear! J. 
Glade of the new CBS station at 
Salt Lake City, getting a load of 
KHJ, chain’s key Coast station at 
Los Angeles. 

Looks as if Bing. Crosby is set to 
go back to CBS. No sooner does 
crooner return from his fishing trip 
in Mexican waters than brother, 
E. N., his manager in New York, 
advises Bing to continue his free 
weekly appearance on the California 
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“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF 


the Oxel trio, Gordon, Dave and 
Bunny, commercially. 
Henry Shope, Cities Service and 


The Cavaliers’ top tenor, slated for 


to 
and Edmund M. 


Dayton, O., gets a municipal po- 


WLBW, Oil City, Pa., granted per- 
mission to move station to Erie, fol- 
of protest of 


FRC granted 654 amateur station 
licenses, 199 of which were new, 396 


Hager, studio manager 
WGY, authored ‘Theme Song Blues,’ 
by 
director, 
an NBC network 
One of the tone poems 
written by Hager while a student 
College 
Charles 


‘Three Shades of Blue,” male trio 
of WGY vocalists, personal-appear- 
ancing in Smalley string of upstate 


Lew Stark, announcer for WHAM, 
is a father, the second staff daugh- 


Harold Dallas, Frank Llovd and 
McOmber band return to WHEC 
for fall season. 

Nick Pagliara and Edwin X. 


new petrol 
WHEC 


Rochester ‘Journal is third news- 
Morning 
broadcast over WHEC called the 


standard 
have been given their 
mike. 
board listened 
to the team preliminary to routin- 
ing them for a General Motors audi- 


to 


Jack Thompson and Harry Har- | 


| there for operation 


| 


| 
| 


| 





some solo opportunities. 
PRC granted assignment of li-| 
ceenses of WSYR and WMAC from | 





Big Family Stuff 


One of the latest twists in 


the NBC economy program 
ave the stenographers and 
clerks around the network's 


headquarters a busy afternoon 
exchanging info on the sala- 
ries their bosses were getting. 
And, the execs involved are 
peeved. 

Seems that hast Wednesday, 
when the monthly ghost was 
due to walk, the official cash- 


ier was on vacation. Before 
she left, instructions were 
given that, as one of the 
economy steps, the checks 


were to be distributed with- 
out being placed in envelopes. 
Employee filling in for the 
paycheck passer-out was in a 
hurry to get the job over with, 
and when an exec wasn't 
found in his offiee the draft 
was left with his stenog or any 
clerk in the department near 
at hand. 











in New York negotiating the pos- 
sible new deal. 


Tiny Newland, L. A. baritone, 
changes his professional name to 
Corey Kent. 

Various members of the ‘Rocky 
Mountain News,’ Denver, broadcast 
its ‘Air Edition’ over KOA every 
night but Sunday. Eac’) member 


of the staff covers his own depart- 
ment, with spot news sandwiched 
in if ary appears that is hot enough 
during the broadcast. The broad- 
east is made direct from the city 
room of the newspaper. 


South 


Arkansas Radio and Recording 
Co. of Little Rock has applied for 
a new station permit, 500 watts 
dayiime and 250 at night. Wants fa- 
cilities of KARK. 

Carrington Bros. 
Texas, filed application with 
for a 150 watter. 

KTSM and WDAH, El Paso, Tex., 
transterred from W. S. Bledsoe and 
W. T. Blackwell to Tri-State Broad- 
casting Co., Inc. 

Roanoke Broadcasting Co., apply- 
ing for a 250-watt station and the 
facilities of WRBX, Roanoke, Va. 
Bill Nappi due to return to WAPI. 
Birmingham stations are being 
flooded with commercial announce- 
ments of marathon dances. Radio 
is being used almost exclusively as 
means of advertising. 

Chances are southern football 
games will not be broadcast this 
fall since the Southern Conference 
pu. a taboo on broadcasts. 
Marshall Van Pool, Birmingham 
orchestra leader, has renewed his 
contract on WAPI from Thomas 
Jefferson hotel, 





of Eagle Pasa, 
FRC 


Mrs. George McClellan has re- 
signe. at WAPT and is resting up 
there in North Carolina. Lois 


Walker is in her shoes at the Bir- 
mingham studio. 


Mid-West 


Sidney Holden, composer of ‘Yan- 
kee Rose,’ has a new sustaining pro- 
gram on WMBC daily. Program 
titled ‘Poet of the Air.’ 

Sparks-Withington Co., Jackson, 








Mich., granted construction permit 


| for visual broadcast station. 


First Trust & Savings Bank of 
Harrisburg, I., assigned license of 
WEBQ to Harrisburg Broadcasting 
Ce. 

Wayne King back to 
ballroom and WGN, Chicago. 
Pat Flannagan, WBBM, using the 
new lapel mike for broadcasting 
baseball in Chicago. Went blooey 
first day. 

Chicago NBC adds Songfellows 
(Lee Sims, lomay Bailey and Jane 
Froman) to the welcome exercises 
for KDXL, Salt Lake City. 


Aragon 


New Program Calendar 


Periods on the air for the first time, or resuming commercially 





FRIDAY, SEPT. 9 

of Time” (CBS). Sustain- 
ing until Nov. 4 and for 20 weeks 
thereafter sponsored by the Mag. 
‘Time.’ Originates at WABC, New 
York, 8:30 to 9 p. m., EDST. Don- 
ald Stauffer, directing. 'Takes in 82 
stations. 

‘Magic Piano Twins’ (CBS). 
Sponsored by the Miracul Wax Co., 
featuring Harry Sosnick and Wil- 
liam Moss, pianists, and Mary Nor- 
ton, home economist. Orinigates 
WBBM, Chicago, 10 to 10:15 a. m., 
CDST. 

‘To the Ladies” (CBS). Spon- 
sored by Andrew Jergens Co., wiih 
Leon Belasco’s orchestra and Evan 
Evans. Originates from WABC, New 
York, 9:30 to 10 p. m., EDST. 

‘Maltex Safety Soldiers’ (NBC). 
Sponsored by Malted Cereals, Inc. 
Dramatized kids’ programs by Miss 
Jean Hardenman, supported by 
George Shackley orchestra. Orig- 
inates WEAF, New York, 5 to 5:15 
p. m., EDST. 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 11 


‘Wheatenaville’ (NBC). Five-day- 
a-week script show featuring Ray- 
mond Knight as editor of a small- 
town newspaper. Originates from 
WEAF, N. Y., 7:15 to 7:30 p. m., 

*Your Child’ (CBS). Sponsored by 
Cream of Wheat Corp., resuming 
series of talks by the educator, An- 
gelo Patri. Heard also Wednes- 
days, same time. Originates from 
WAEC, N. Y., 7:15-7:30 p.m. EDST. 

MONDAY, SEPT. 12 

‘Evening Paris Mysteries’ (CBS). 
Sponsored by Bourjois, Ine. Mys- 
tery drama originates from WABC, 
N. Y., 9:30 to 10 p. m., EDST. 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 13 

Ben Bernie (NBC). Resumes his 
haif-nour weekly stunt for Premier 
Malt Sales Co., but now on the op- 
position network. Originates from 
WEAF, N. Y., 9 p. m., EDST. 

‘LaChoy Serenaders’ (CBS). Spon- 

sored by LaChoy Food Products, 
Ine. Originates Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from WABC, N. Y., 11 
to 11.15 p. m. EDST. 
‘Aunt Jemima’ (CBS). Tess Gar- 
della resumes for Wyeth Chemical 
Co. (Jad Salts) on a Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday slate. Orig- 
inates from WABC, N. Y., 2 to 2.15 
p. m., EDST. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 14 


‘Sweetheart Program’ (NBC). 
Sponsored by Manhattan Soap Co., 
with orchestral combo, tenor and 
beauty expert yet to ke selected. 
Originates from WJZ, N. Y., 11.45 
to 12 noon, EDST. 


THURSDAY, SEPT. 15 


‘Barbara Gould’ (CBS). Resumes 
series of beauty talks on behalf of 
Parbara Gould, Ine., ortginating 
froin WABC, N. Y., 10.45 to 11 a. m., 
EDST. 
‘Mouth Health (NBC). Sponsored 
by the Calsodent Co. String musie 
and talk on mouth care by Marley 
Sherris. Originates from W4JZ, 
N. Y., 9.45 to 10 a. m., EDST. 
FRIDAY, SEPT. 23 
‘Christy Walsh’s Football Show’ 
(C8S). Sponsored by General Foods, 
combining gridiron guest stars, dra- 
matic show and musical interludes. 
Originates from WABC, N. Y., 9 to 
9.30 p. m., EDST. 


SUNDAY, SEPT, 25 


‘Big Ben Dream Dramas’ (NBC). 
Sponsored by Western Clock Co. 
Resumes after summer layoff over 
basic red, KSTP, WTMJ, KOA, KSL, 
KPO and KECA. Originates from 
WJZ N. Y., 5.306 to 5.45 p. m.,, 
EDST. 


‘March 





MONDAY, SEPT. 26 
‘Easy Aces’ (CBS). Lavoris Chem- 
ical Co. resumes Goodman Ace and 
his wife, Jane, with their bridg 
table patter, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Originates from WBBM, 
Chicago, 9.15 to 9.30 p. m 





Sid Meissner and Al Rice, half of 





the Maple City quartet, missed the 
WLS picnic steamer at the Chicago 
wharf and had to motor to the des- 
tination of the boat in Michigan to 
join their act. 

Tentative reorganization of the 
staff of KFJF announced by Gor- 
don Hittenmark, new manager of 
station with offices in Biltmore ho- 
tel, Oklahoma City. Tom Johnson 
named head of commercial depart- 
ment. No date set for reopening un- 
til new transmission unit installed. 

FRC denied J. T. Griffin of Tulsa, 
Okla., permit to construct station 
on 1,400 kilo- 
cycles with 250 watts power at night 
and 500 watts in daytime. 





Van Voelkenberg’s Chairmanship 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 


Jacx Van Voelkenberg, of Batten 
Barton, Durstine & Osborne, suc- 
ceeds O. H. Morris, of McJunkin’s, | 


as chairman of the Radio Commit- 


tee of the Four A’s in Chicago. 

Morris has served for three terms 
since the inception of the com- 
mittee. 


| ‘H-bar-O Rangers’ (CBS). Cow- 
| boy script show sponsored by Hecker 
| H-O Co., Monday, Wednesday and 
Fridays, with separate program pro- 
| duced on Coast for western stations. 
Originates WABC, N. Y., 5 to 5.15 
> m. ESDT. 


TUESDAY, SEPT. 27 


‘Seketary Hawkins’ (NBC). Spon- 
sored by Ralston Purina Co. Kid 


script show, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
| Saturdays, originating from WEAFP, 
N. Y., 5.30 to 5.45 p. m., EDST, 





Gabriel Quits KNX to 
| Teach Radio Production 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Charles H. Gabriel, Jr., has ree 
signed from KNX, as assistant pro- 
duction manager and director of 
programs. Effeetive Sent. 10. 


He will teach radio production 
methods at a local trade school. 


Silent Radio Taxed 


Capetown, Aus. 7. 


Due to the Radio (Amendment) 
Act at local radio fan was cautioned 
by a Capetown magistrate for hav- 
ing eertain radio apparatus in his 
possession without holding a license 
Defendent stated the set was incom- 
plete, and useless for listening-in. 

Magistrate told him even though 
he considered the act a harsh one, 
he was liable for the full license, 











even if the set was useless. 
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birthday the same day the 
gets added mention. 

If the caterwauling, the ringing 
of bells and inept neighing and 
mooing sound effects were cut out, 
the program generally re-routined 
and the time cut down to 15 min- 
utes, the session wouldn't make a 
* bad novelty for the dentifrice over 
a network hookup. Odec. 


event 


MARGUERITA PADULLA 
Songs 
Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 
Not much of the vaude single's 
warbling personality is lost through 
mike transmission. But her routine 
for radio could standheaps of jog- 
gling and she could learn to pull 
those coon-shouting punches when 
facing one of those delicate electric 
earpieces. With the boys in the 
control room tending to business, 
she needn't worry about the listen- 
ers missing out on anything. Per- 
haps if she made a practice of step- 
ping back a little more from the 
- mike, that booming effect would be 
eliminated. 
Miss Padulla is using a couple of 
pianists for the WMCA sessions. 
_ Something alse wrong about the 
placement of these instruments. In- 
stead of making it an accompani- 
' ment, these lads give the impres- 
sion of being in vigorous competi- 
tion with the act’s center of attrac- 
_tion. Harder they thump on the 
forte pedal, the more expansive be- 
comes the Padulla volume, and the 
effect on the receiving end does 
neither any good. 


Warbler’s best meter for radio 
seems to be the ballad. It’s there 
she shines all over. Like the usual 
expert from the stage, she gives it 
that emotional warmth and punch 
that few native radio warblers of 
her sex have been able to inject in 
a number calling for the old sob-in- 
the-throat hoke. Registers nothing 
as well with her narrative or com- 
edy pieces, but here it is merely a 
matter of promoting the right ma- 
terial for the medium, 

For her theme song Miss Padulla 
has adopted ‘Hallelujah’ that fea- 
tured her in the music comedy, ‘Hit 
the Deck.’ Odec, 





MRS. NAGSBY 
Comedy Skit 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 


Smartly written and acted humor 
conceit reminding of ‘The Nagger’ 
- act of Mr. and Mrs, Jack Norworth 
- in. vaudeville and short subjects 
series, Same circumstances of the 
husband trying to catch his nightly 
sleep while the frau insists upon 
airing every one of her imaginary 
woes. Only difference here is that 
the husband is of the patient, pun- 
ishment-absorbing sort, rarely com- 
ing back with a tart verbal sock. 
When he does edge a word into this 
otherwise one-sided conversation 
it’s good for a solid chuckle. 


Quarter-hour frame hits the air 
at 11 p. m., New York time. Doubt- 
ful because of this whether it goes 
beyond the eastern meridian over 
the NBC network. But it’s worth 
the Friday night pickup for any sta- 
tion that can arrange the opening. 

Crack piece of casting, with 
Peggy Allenby as the nagger and 
William Kasend on the receiving 
end. Night caught (2) she kept 
rousing him from his sleep to bawl 
him for lending a pal a 100 bucks. 
Tells him that his generosity among 
friends is driving the family to the 
poorhouse, recounts all her house- 











The Biggest Tiny Attraction 
on Radio and Stage Today 


e e BABY e e 
ROSE-MARIE 


RKO’s and Radio’s Youngest 


ie. HEADLINER 





hold cares and needs, punctuating 
each item with the refrain, ‘Now we 





can't afford it.’ Refuses to let him 
sleep until he tells her to whom he 
lent the yard. Fadeout brings the 
info. It was her own brother. 

For the musical theme act is using 
the well-connected ‘Please Go "Way 
and Let Me Sleep.’ Odec. 
SIGNAL OIL 
Variety Show 
COMMERCIAL 


KFWB, Hollywood 

Fast tempo revue on for an hour 
each Wednesday night. Supposedly 
taking place on the ‘Ship of Good 
Cheer, program has a_ nautical 
tinge, and is particularly effective 
for the rapid-fire way in which ‘it is 
handled. Announcements are kept 
at a minimum. 
Opening with a male chorus, and 
leading into individual and duet 
numbers, program showed early an 
attempt to get into a typical Gilbert 
and Sullivan’ swing. Numbers, 
mostly of the rollicking sea-type, 
had been well selected, and if there’s 
enough of this variety to last, pro- 
gram should be one of the best on 
the Coast of this vaude-revue type. 
Bill is a credit to Jack Joy, who 
produces it, and to Artie Mehlinger, 
songwriter-m.c. Around 20 acts are 
crowded into the 60 minutes, which 
evidences the snap with which the 
program is put over. Station uses 
most of its staff artists, with some 
outsiders in the Dill. Comedy, 
neither raw nor ancient, is handled 
by Rathborn and Hutchins, black- 
face; The Lelands, mixed comedy 
singers; George Yeomans, Swede 
dialectician, and Emerson Treacy 
and Gay Seabrook, in a malaprop 


routine, similar to their nightly 
‘Growin’ Up’ skit over the same 
station, 


NATIONAL MINSTREL PLAYERS 
and FANS’ ASSOCIATION PRO- 
GRAM 

With Dan Quinlan, Interlocutor 
Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 


National Minstrel Players and 
Fans’ Association met for a pow- 
wow in Cleveland und NBC ar- 
vanged to give the event a little 
country-wide attention. Instead of 
picking up some of the show that 
the oldtimers were putting on at one 
of the local auditoriums as part of 
the convention the network framed 
something of its own in the studios 
of WTAM. The results were neither 
a credit to oldtime minstrelsy nor 
to the production talents of the net- 
work’s Cleveland outlet. 

Only four of the oldtimers an- 
nounced in the advance publicity 
by the chain appeared on the pro- 


gram. They were Dan Quinlan, 
doing the interlocutoring; Bobby 
Burns, Paul J. P. Donley and 


Johnny Healy, the last described as 
‘the grand old man of American 
minstrelsy.’ Major part of the half 
hour was shouldered by young fel- 
lows, likely recruited by the studio. 
One of these heaved a tinny so- 
prano, with Quinlan assuring the 
listeners that the source was a 
strapping six-footer, and another 
did an impressive job on the banjo. 
Only pair of pipes that made it easy 
on the ears was that of Donley, who 
once did the tenor stunt for the Hi 
Henry Minstrels. 

Mrs. George Primrose was also 
there to do a little reminiscing about 
her husband and the days of Bar- 
low, Primrose and West, and closed 
her tribute to minstrelsy with a 
recitation titled ‘Give Us Back Our 
Good Old Days.’ It was a sorry 
piece of versifying, but the senti< 
mental punch was there. In it she 
conjured up a host of the best 
known end men and _ blackface 
comics of other years. Studio or- 
chestra took the affair off the air 
with a listless version of ‘Land of 
Cotton.’ Odec. 


HOLLYWOOD ON THE AIR 

With Marie Dressler, Polly Moran, 
Jimmy Durante, Donald Ogden 
Stewart, Lawrence King and 
Oscar Radin’s Orchestra 
Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

KFSD, San Diego 





Week Sept. 3 
Orpbeum, Minn. 


Direction 
WEBER-SIMON 








RAYMOND PAIGE 


Musical Director KHJ, Los Angeles 
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPHONY 
July 29th 
Directing Gershwin’s “American in 
Paris” and the Belcher Ballet 











Plenty of novelty and comedy in 
Metro's initialer on this studio hour. 
Solid socks were delivered by Marie 
Dressler and Polly Moran with their 


Hoover - Roosevelt debate and 
Jimmy Durante singing over ‘My 
Greta.’ 

Opening was as usual; then Law- 


rence King batted out ‘Song of the 
Red-Headed Woman’ as he did in 
the picture of the same title and 
gave way for the regulation studio 
chatter. This was a little stale. 

Donald Ogden Stewart delivered 
a neat line of dry wit, introducing 
‘Why Don’t You Take Me?’ tune 
out of ‘Blondie of the Follies,’ done 
by King and Oscar Radin’s Metro 
orchestra. 











er 

(TENOR) 

After 18 weeks on WOR, am tak- 

ing a vacation. To resume my 
activities on the gir Labor Day. 


Permanent Address: 729 Amster- 
dam Ave., New York 











Followed by Durante, who had a 
new line of gaggery. Dwelled on 
his amorous ability and his unre- 
quited love for Garbo. Plenty of 
punches, topped with 3 special num- 
ber, ‘Don’t Take Your Girl to See 
the Grand Hotel,’ reasoning that 
Barrymore would cop her. 

‘Smilin’ Thru’ got a boost with the 
song of the same title, done pleas- 
ingly by the orchestra. Dressler- 











Perseverance 





San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Two year old NBC sustain- 
ing feature, Dr. Laurence L. 
Cross, has been bought for 35 
weeks by Carnation-Albers 
Co., cereal manufacturers, for 
five mornings weekly. 

Dr. Cross, with Southern 
Harmony Four, have been 
etherizing locally for two 
years without a commercial 
break. 











Moran followed with a laueh debate 
on the relative merits of the two 
presidential candidates, winding up 
with mutual insults. Closing was a 
medley of former Metro song hits. 
M-G-M’s portion of the entertain- 
ment was well joined, with Stew- 
art’s introductions a big help, 


RADIO LUMINARIES 
Instrumental Trio 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining a 

WJZ, New Yor 


Sam Herman, xylophonist; Frank 
Banta, pianist, and Andy Sanella, 
sax and steel guitar, are the Radio 
Luminaries, a one-to-fill instru- 
mental trio recruited by NBC from 
among the fair-haired musicians of 
the house. For Herman, Banta and 
Sanella are among those fortunate 
few musikers around the major sta- 
tions who, by a multiplicity of radio 
commercial dates, enjoy handsome 
incomes to the degree that they can 
no longer be bothered getting up 
early for a $25 or $30 recording date 
for a phonograph disk. 

No question about the wherefore 
and whyfore of Messrs. Herman, 
Banta and Sanella’s instrumental 
distinction. In combination and solo 
they evidence their musicianly skill 
for popular entertainment. 

It's a combo that reminds of the 
old All Star Trio on the Victor rec- 
ords when disks sold and meant 
something to the public. If memory 
serves, Banta was on that trio, too, 
with Wheeler Wadsworth (since a 
band leader on his own as Waddy 
Wadsworth) on sax and an unre- 
called third member. 

The Radio Luminaries could be 
given regular spotting, although the 
suspicion is that they were formu- 
lated Sunday night to plug a wait 
until a band concert from Chi was 
picked up. They have all the ele- 
ments for mass appeal. Abel. 


WBAL-WJZ SYNCHRO 
EXTENDED TO DEC. 1 


Baltimore, Sept. 5. 

Like the sighing heroine in the 
play, WBAL was last week rescued 
at the last minute from having its 
air time sliced in half. Federal 
Radio Commish came through and 
extended its permission to allow 
the 10,000 watter to continue its 
synchronization deal with WJZ. 

New permit runs until Dec. 1. 
Station was to go off the synchro 
arrangement Sept. 1. 











GROFE’S GUARANTY 


MCA Fails to Fix Amount So Grofe 
Doesn’t Signature 








Ferde Grofe makes his debut on 
the Lucky Strike show this Thurs- 
day (6), with the commercial book- 
ing making his first since he quit 
the NBG studios in Chicago last 
spring. 

Appears on the cigaret account 
under the MCA banner, although 
Grofe has made no definite booking 
tieup with that organization. MCA 
offered him a six months’ contract 
recently, but failed to insert a clause 
guaranteeing a certain amount of 
income over that period, so Grofe 
bowed out. 


Don Lee Takes KDB 











San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Deal consummated last week in 
which Don Lee bought remaining 
49% of KDB, Santa Barbara, add- 
ing it to the network which he op- 
erates in conjunction with CBS. 
Lee previously had 51% of station. 

He is now full owner of KFRC 
here; KHJ, Los Angeles; KGB, San 
Diego, and KDB. 





WADC Adds Five Hours 


Akron, O., Sept. 5. 

Effective Sunday, Aug. 28, WADC 
started its day’s broadcast at 9 in- 
stead of 11 a. m. 

Monday and every’ succeeding 
weekday the opening time will be 8 
instead of 8:30. Station thus offers 
five additional hours a week to its 
listeners. Columbia features will 
be carried during the new hours, 





SUGAR COATED PLUG 


Bob White Will Dramatize Brag- 
ging on Standard Oil 








Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Bob White has sold two of his 
scripts to Standard Oil of Indiana. 
A rural skit entitled ‘Si and Mi- 
randy’ with White as Si and Mi- 
randy to be selected will be a five- 
minute program six days a week at 
12:30 noon starting Sept. 25 over 
WCCO, Minneapolis, and a group 
of farmland stations of CBS affilia- 


tion. It’s now being waxed in Chi- 
cago. 
Other program ‘Brown’ Stone 


Front’ will be given a 13-week trial 
starting Sept. 12 from KMOX, St. 
Louis. Cast includes Don Ameche, 
Irene Nelson, Reginald Knorr, Edith 
Davis and Joan Kay. Instead of 
the conventional commercial an- 
nouncements each episode wiil open 
in a Standard Oil station and the 
motorist, while ordering oil, gas, 
etc., will tune in on the program 
proper on the station radio. 


CBS Suspects a Dusky 
Gent in the Woodpile, 
Or P. A., in Re Downey 


CBS disclaims being in the throes 
of a salary argument with Morton 
Downey. It does admit that re- 


cently it suggested to the tenor 
that if he brought his commercial 
figure down a notch or two the 
CBS Artist Service would have a 
bettcr chance of finding him a 
sponsor. 

Network declares that it made 
the suggestion with Downey’s best 
interests in mind. But Downey 
doesu't see it in that light. He says 
he was deserving of better consid- 
eration than that, even if he set his 
commercial figure at $5,000 a week. 
Avers that his reputation on the 
Camel hour had done a lot to build 
up Columbia to its present status 
and the fact that he was in cause 
a lot of ether topnotch artists to 
come under the CBS managerial 
banner. 

Columbia says it has a contract 
binding the warbler’ exclusively 
until Sept. 15, 1933, and contends 
Downey has yet to express any 
discontent with the way it’s rep- 
resenting him. Downey admits a 
contract until February next. 

Same time, the network opines 
that judging from the discontent 
propagenda spread by the Downey 
p.a.’s there must be a dusky fellow 
in the woodpile. It suspects that 
some indie booking office has made 
the caroler a management offer, 
guaranteeing him a larger figure 
than centained in the CBS agree- 
ment. Columbia points out that it 
has kept Downey working at the- 
atre dates consistently the past five 
weeks at $4,000 a stanza (he is cur- 
rently at Loew’s State, N. Y.) and 
that it has a flock more time plot- 
ted out for him. 

If Downey doesn’t want to come 
back to the air at the figure Co- 
lumbia thus far has been offered 
for him, declares the network, 
there’s no objection to his staying 
off until the right customer comes 
along. 


No More Free Air Plugs 
Without Fund Donation 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 

Promoters of semi-civic affairs 
who in the past have been grifting 
free plugs from radio stations, will 
hereafter be expected to contribute 
to a fund to be established by the 
local Broadcasters’ Association. 

Fund will be used by the airmen’s 
organization for propaganda and 
other purposes, to benefit all sta- 
tions, 

Idea developed through growing 
practice of these promoters request- 
ing free time on the theory that 
stations should advertise such af- 
fairs as a patriotic or civic duty. 
First organization broached for a 
donation came through with a check 
for $500. 

















Radio Shorts 


Thirteen shorts will be made in 
the east by Stanley, featuring radio 
names, First was Harry Richman, 
others to include Norman Broken- 
shire, Sophie Tucker and _ the 
Jesters. 

Jack Yellen is writing a special 
continuity plus songs for the Tucker 








short, next to go in, 









NBC’S REVERSE 
ON RECORDED 
PROGRAMS 


NBC spot time placing depart, 
mert, recently organized to take 
care of the stations the network 
personally operates, has booked itg 
first recorded program, It’s a half. 
hour musical variety show bank. 
rolled by the S. S. Kresge stores, 
with WGY, Schenectady, contracteq 


to release a series of 13 of them 
each Friday starting Sept. 16. Plat. 
ter was stencilled by the network 
and RCA Victor, using artists from 
the NBC lists. 

Event brings NBC right into the 
radio dise field, with the switch in 
policy being somewhat at variance 
with the statement made by M. H, 
Aylesworth at a convention of the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers in Cleveland two years ago, 
Network’s prexy at the time de« 
elarec his emphatic opposition to 
the use of recorded programs, and 
that the chain under no circum. 
stances would give encouragement 
to the waxed entertainment me-« 
dium, 








San Francisco, Sept. 5. 


Second NBC ad ban has been let 
down, Spot announcements are now 
being accepted by KPO, local net- 
work link, with the chain putting 
one salesman on nothing but that 
feature. Transcription bar was the 
first to be lifted, raising several 
weeks ago when Philco bought flock 
of quarter hours for discs and Sig- 
nal Oil Co. followed this week. 

First of the spot announcements 
takes the air Thursday night (8) 
when the Doraldina Cosmetic Co, 
begins a month of daily word plugs 
for its product. 

None of the spot ads are network, 
being confined to KPO and other 
separte units of the chain. Trane 
scriptions, too, are local. 





Chi Imports N. Y. Actor 
For Sleuth in ‘Fu Manchu’ 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 
Charles Warburton will come to 
New York to play Naline Smith, the 
detective. in the Italian Campagna 
radio adaptation of ‘The Insidious 
Dr. Fu Manchu’ starting Sept. 26, 
over WBBM and a CBS network. 


Other principals will be Jack 
Daley, Sundra Love and Bob White. 





Eddie Kiene’s gypsy serenaders 
concluding four-month engagement 
at Bayside Park, Clear Lake, Ia., to 
Kansas City at Hotel Bellerive. 


JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 


Gem Safety Razor 
Program 


Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Management M. C. A, 
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Unique, and probably the first time so done, is a notice on the title 
page of Robbins’ publication of ‘Love Me Tonight’ that this song ie not 
from the Paramount picture of that name (Chevalier’s current release), 
nor is to be confused with the song, ‘Love Me Tonight’ from the operetta, 
'The Vagabond King.’ , 

Song (or any other ) titles can’t be protected by copyright, on the es- 
tablished legal ruling that one can’t copyright the English language. 
‘What can be protected, however, is the proposition of unfair competition, 
as in the event should somebody label a script ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ to mis- 
lead the public, although the original ‘Abie’ play might never be infringed 


or plagiarized. Hence, upon legal advice, Robbins Music Corp. labels its 
‘Love Me Tonight’ thusly to avoid any question of unair practice. 


Famous Music Co., the song publishing subsidiary of Paramount, took 
exception to Robbins’ song on ground of a double title infringement. Fa- 
mous also owns the copyright to ‘Vagabond King,’ the operetta, which 
was filmed by Paramount with Dennis King (the original stage player) 
re-creating his role in pictures. (Originally ‘Vagabond King,’ by Brian 
Hooker and Rudolf Friml, was published by Waterson, Bérlin & Snyder 
Co., whose catalog almost in its entirety was later taken over by Mills 
Music, Inc., at the time WBS went out of business. One of the excep- 
tions was the ‘King’ score, which was acquired by Paramount for Fa- 
mous Music Co., in view of Par’s filmization of the operetta). 

Famous’ publication of the Chevalier picture’s theme song is by 
Rodgers and Hart. Robbins’.is an indie song, taken over from the 
Lawrence Music Co. 

Famous is a joint subsidiary of both Warner Bros. and Paramount 
and publishes all the Par picture songs. Robbins is a Metro affiliate. 
Famous is planning to sue Robbins for unfair competish, but it’s re- 
garded in the trade that Famous’ control, the Paramount Publix Corp., 
may not be so keen on estopping Robbins in that it’s regarded that either 
song, if sufficiently on the air, will prove a plug for the Paramoun 
picture. ' 

Meantime, the music firms, independent of what their holding com- 
panies may think, are engaging in a bitter rivalry +o put over each of 
their songs, regardless. Famous burns that Robbins was unethical in 
taking over a song to compete with an official film theme song, and 
Robbins’ alibi is that their song antedates Famous’ publication in crea- 
tion and publication and that thé title sameness is one of those coin- 
cidences. 





Depresh has even affected English royalty, according to tales the Lon- 
don band maestros tell about the Prince of Wales’ equerry bargaining 
with them on the price per musician. Average has been a guinea a man, 
with a seven piece combo usually the average for a private function at 
Wales’ quarters. 

The equerry, on occasion, has seen fit to strike a bargain at a round 
eum of 50 guineas for the seven men, with the orchestra leaders, of 
course, concurring that it would be a privilege and a pleasure to play 
for the Prince gratis. But the pay-off man usually insists on a stipend, 
but that ‘under conditions,’ etc., a slight cut wouldn’t be out of order. 

As is generally known, there’s a Prince of Wales and a Duke of York 
table in every class spot in London. These are usually, by pyeference 
of the two eldest sons of the King, off ringside, to a far corner and at 
one ‘side. These are reserved permanently for them, regardless of at- 
tendance at any spot. 

Equerry calls promptly the following day after the Prince or the Duke 
have made hey-hey and pays off, with an exact 10% surcharge included 
for service. 





Some publishers are so incensed at the nuisance practice of ‘by special 
permission’ announcements on radio, they state that they’ll force its ex- 
tinction by restricting every song. Then it'll become such a nuisance 
they'll have to call it quits. 

The pubs themselves aver who cares about the ‘by special permission’ 
gag unless it’s the copyright owner himself who might be sitting in his 
parlor, listening and taking a bow. 

These publishers who insist on the s.p. announcement have countered 
that the actual name of the copyright. owner be substituted, but this is 
further opposed, as it’s a free ad for certain firms which is of little 
practical value, as the public doesn’t give a whoop who is the corporation 
—they buy songs by the title. 





Some of the pubs are complaining about. Brunswick's prolific record- 
ing of a certain indie firm’s songs to the alleged discrimination of others. 
Say the complaining pubs, ‘If Brunswick is in on that certain firm let 
it either be in the recording or the music publishing business, not both. 
Even with Victor’s own subsid, the Southern Music Co., the Southern 
must go out and ‘make’ its songs before Victor records them. Not so 
Brunswick, which practically ‘cans’ from manuscript, and with the 
choicest artists.’ 

Brunswick, by its collection of radio-name artists, now rates impor- 
tantly for what limited mechanical revenue there is around. 





While Jack Hylton, Jack Payne, Ray Noble and others are well known 
on both sides of the Atlantic as prominent British bandmen, one of the 
biggest sellers in England is Roy Fox, an American, who is now a fix- 
ture at Monseignor’s cafe, London. 

Fox was trumpeter with Marion Harris and also had his own band on 


the Coast. 





Morton Downey, at Loew's State, Donald Novis at the Paramount, and 
Fred Waring at the Palace, all on Broadway, are doing ‘Voice in the Old 
Village Choir’ this week, all have interpolated secular interludes, 

Downey rings in a little of “The Rosary,’ and the other two use ‘Ave 
Maria’ as an interlude. It’s a coincidence all around. 


ISH JONES’ 6 MONTHS 
AT B’WAY CAFE VIA CBS 


Isham Jones orchestra has been 
booked by CBS for a six months’ 
stay at the Hollywood Restaurant, 
Broadway stand, commencing Oct. 1. 


Meantime the combo will play 
three weeks for Loew, opening 
Sept. 9 at the State, N. Y., follow- 
ing with a week in Jersey City and 
another at the Valencia, Jamaica. 

Jones closed at the Hotel Am- 
bassader, Atlantic City, yester- 
day (5). 





CBS Booking LaSalle, 
Chi Cafe, Exclusively 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

LaSalie hotel and the Vanity Fair, 
niterie, have been added to the CBS 
band department list. Former spot 
had previously been booked out of 
the Kennaway office. 

With the closing of the deal Husk 
O’Hare was assigned back to his 
old stand, the LaSalle, while Jack 
Russell got the night club job. 


Violinsky’s Band 


Solly Violinsky is back on Broad- 
way sans the muff and the two 
guns which labeled him Dead-Shot 
Violinsky during his recent sojourn 
in Las Vegas and Reno. 

Solly is taking a comedy band 











C-C Takes 2 for England 
Campbell-Connelly has taken for 
England ‘Love Me Tonight’ and ‘Old 
Man of the Mountain.’ unto himself. Figures he has a 
Respectively, Robbins and Law-j|chance in vaude and for that ether 
rence Music Co. American copy- | business about which, he says, he's 
rights. been hearing so much. 
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3 JOB COMBO HOLDOUTS 


‘Morrie, Keit-Engel, Robbing Wont 
String With Field 








Three holdouts on the music pub- 
lishers’ new combined jobbing serv- 
ice are Joe Morris, Keit-Engel and 
Robbins. 

They will not merchandise their 
music through the newly formed 
combo, preferring to continue doing 
biz with the old-established jobbers. 

All the other major pubs are in 
the new association to job their pub- 
lications through their’ own concern. 


LIMIT DITTIES 
TO PROTECT 
TALENT 


Warning against the broadcasting 
of phonograph records containing 
numbers controlled and restricted 
by the Lawrence Music Co. has 
been dispatched to stations through- 
out the country by the publishing 


house. Makes the first instance of 
a curb of this sort being put on 
recorded versions of restricted 
tunes for which use permission had 
originally been obtained by the band 
or act. Lawrence outfit, owned out- 
right by the Mills-Rockwell book- 
ing office, is not affiliated with the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers. 

Mills-Rockwell office said it 
deemed the warning measure im- 
perative after it found stations 
around the country, particularly of 
the one-lung variety, were airing 
Lawrence numbers by way of rec- 
ords long before the M-R_ booked 
artists had a chance to broadcast 
them on their own programs. Among 
the artists whose material Mills- 
Rockwell is intent upon protecting 
by keeping it from getting random 
and promiscuous airings are Duke 
Ellington, Cab Calloway, the Mills 
Brothers, Ruth Etting, the Blue 
Rhythm band ,the Don Redman 
combo, the Boswell Sisters, BeNe 
Baker and the Baron Lee Orchestra. 

Stations to whom the Lawrence 
music communications were ad- 
dressed were adyised that the re- 
cording permission does not include 
a broadcasting right and that any 
outlet releasing such records would 
be held strictly accountable for each 
and every infringement of the pub- 
lisher’s rights to the musical 
works involved under the copyright 
law. 

Appended to the letter was a list 
of compositions controlled by the 
firm and also one enumerating the 
orchestras and artists who have 
been licensed to broadcast this ma- 
terial. Latter list embraced the 
above artists for the most part, 
while the numbers named included 
“Man of the Mountain,’ ‘Reefer Man,’ 
‘This Time It’s Love,’ ‘My Romance’ 
and ‘Strange As It Seems.’ 


ANSON WEEKS FOR N. Y., 
WILL SUCCEED LOPEZ 


Following three weeks at the ho- 
tel Schroeder, Milwaukee, Vincent 
Lopez goes into the Congress hotel, 
Chicago, Oct. 1. He opens with 
his orchestra at the Schroeder Sept. 
10 on leave from the hotel St. Regis, 
New York, until the winter. 

Anson Weeks from the hotel 
Mark - Hopkins, Frisco, comes into 
the Manhattan St. Regis, succeed- 
ing Lopez in early October. He 
will reopen the Urban-designed 
Seaglades room. 

Josef Urban. is also redecorating 
the Balloon reom of the Congress 
for Lopez’s Chi advent. 

Deal for Johnny Hamp to return 
to the Congress, where he had been 
for several years, is cold. 














Downey’s British Deal 


Morton Downey has made a spe- 
cial deal with Decca, British dis‘ 
company of whica Jack Hylton is 
on the board, to handle all his 
American recordin’ exclusively in 


England. This i ociuvue arrange 
ment as Downey ‘can’ for Bruns- 
wick (American Reco: 7 Co.) in this 


country, on a 2e royalty basis with 
Brunswick having the Imperial as 
its British aifiliate. 

Downey reserves the English 
rights, however, and vends them to 


Music, 


Dreyfuss Wants Special Rating, 
And Spier Asks for New ‘BB’ Class 








Fio-Rito From NBC 
To CBS on Coast 


San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Hotel St. Francis shifts its Ted 
Fio-Rito band from NBC to Don 
Lee-CBS Friday ($9). Fio-Rito is 
now the only local orchestra on 
CBS and replaces Anson Weeks, 
who went NBC months ago. 

Counteracting the move, NBC 
publicity declared that that network 
had decided to limit itself to two 
local bands, Weeks and Tem Gerun. 
Gerun, from his Bal Tabarin cafe, 
goes on the air Wednesday (7) after 
an absence of six months. 

CBS will give Fio-Rito one trans- 
continental a week, piping him 
across country Saturday nights. 
Additionally he gets entire Coast 
hookup every night but Sundays. 


SONGWRITING CLERIC’S 
LEAVE TO DO A BERLIN 


Milwaukee, Sept. 6. 


Given a year’s leave of absence 
by his bishop, the Rev. Henry Scott 
Rubel, Milwaukeean, recently pas- 
tor of St. Michael’s and All Angel's 
church of Berwyn, Ill, will desert 
the pulpit for a songwriter’s piano 
in New York. 

Father Rubel is hardly a new- 
comer at the art of putting songs 
together. While assistant rector of 
St. Paul's Episcopal church in Mil- 
waukee he wrote and produced sev- 
eral musical and dramatic produc- 
tions. Before that, while a student 
at the University of Wisconsin, he 
took part in activities of the Hares- 
foot Club, a theatre group, and edit- 
ed the campus humor magazine. 

Mrs. Rubel was Dorothy Deuel, 
dancer, who retired from the stage 
at the time of her marriage to the 
clergyman in 1927. 


Morris Notifies Society 
May Sue Over Rating 


Joe Morris Music Co., through 
Julian T, AX ‘les of Abeles & Green, 
who also represent Robbins Music 
Corp. in its suit against the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers, has served formal 
notice on the society for a similar 
threat to sue for reclassification. 
Complaining that the society’s board 
has not accorded it a fair break on 
the classification, Morris, like Rob- 
bins, plans recourse to the courts 
for redress. 

Morris’ plaint against the society 
has been a patient one, extending 
for nine months since last Decem- 
ber when he wrote the society that 
the Morris Co. rated. promotion from 
C to class B. Instead of arranging 
a date for such hearing, firm re- 
ceived a letter from the society ad- 
vising that instead of a promotion 
it had been moved down from C 
to Class D. 

Morris has been receiving ‘D’ 
money ever since on the society’s 
royalty sharing basis and has been 
protesting continuously. 

In compliance with regulations, 
request again has been made for a 
hearing to be arranged by the so- 
ciety at early convenience, else 
Abeles & Green will file suit on 
Morris Music Co.’s behalf. 

















Stark Hits Pedestrian, 
But Absolved, Net Held 


Mack Stark, music publishing 
executive, while driving eastward 
on 46th street Saturday (3) after- 
noon struck a non-professional who 
was badly cut on the head. The 
man had just emerged from the 
Palace cafeteria, crossing the street 
reading a newspaper. 

Stark, accompanied by his wife 
and child at the time, was absolved 
from blame. He was not held. 


SPIER’S FLYING TRIP 
Larry Spier, head of Famous 
is on an aeronautical trip 

the midwest visiting the 





through 
trade. 


Flew from N. Y. to Chi and will 
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make Detroit, Cleveland, Cincy 
Pittsburgh, etc., all by plane. Ex- | 
pects to cover ail the high spots in 
a week. 
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A vigorous intra-American. So- 


ciety dispute remains in the offing 
for final decision as regards classi- 
fication for that $2,000,000 radio in- 
come. This sum is expected from 
radio during the first year of the 
new three year deal with the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters. 

If this royalty melon is to be cut 
up On a point system, for multipli- 
city of copyrighted compositions 
performed on the air, it is stated 
that Max Dreyfuss, the Harms 
music mogul, wants to know about 
lots of things, } 

Dreyfuss is reported asking why 
his firm, Harms, and Witmark 
should not rate a special three-star 
classification. Dreyfuss thins they 
should, though there is no such 
provision made at present. Wit- 
marks’ -catalog of Victor Herbert, 
Sigmund Romberg, Ernest R. Ball 
and other copyrights places that 
Warner-owned music house in the 
same class with Harms which has 
the cream of America’s contempo- 
raneous operetta and musical com- 
edy composers under contract. 

Enjoying Class A royalty-rating 
with Harms and Witmark are firms 
such as Feist, Berlin, DeSylva, 
Remick, Robbins, Shapiro-Bernstein, 
Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble, 
Fischer and Schirmer. In Class B 
are Famous, Santly, Ager, Yellen & 
Bernstein, et al. 


Dreyfuss’ squawk is said to be 
that some of his contemporary firms 
in the ‘A’ classification, enjoying ‘A’ 
money dividends, can’t by compari- 
son of musical catalogs, rate the 
same as Harms and Witmark, or 
others who have a wealth of song 
copyrights and choicer catalogs. 


Spier’s Contention 


Larry Spier, operating head of 
Famous Music, which is 560-50 
owned by Paramount and WB, and 
which is the official song publisher 
of all Par picture songs, has made 
a similar complaint already to the 
society for reclassification. Spier 
contended that Famous’ publications 
were made not only through ear 
appeal, but also by sight, via Par 
films, and that a special and also 
new BB class should be arranged 
for his firm. This was not aeted 
upon. 

Dreyfuss’ move is apt to be the 
forerunner of several efforts. for 
classification. Goes for both writers 
and publishers. There are many 
malcontents, and the society money 
angle is now an important item to 
all concerned. 

Neutral parties have also been 
of the opinion that sympathy or 
sentiment has kept too many out- 
moded writers in top money class- 
ification without rating it. A Her- 
bert or a Berlin, if they never wrote 
another thing and assuming if the 
late Victor Herbert were still alive, 
could continue in Class A on the 
strength of their past compositions 
which are still extensively played 
on the air and in theatres. But this 
is not so of some of the other early 
20th century songsmiths. 

Dreyfuss’ complaint will probably 
bring the classification problem to 
a head. 





Rating Comm. Stirs 


Reports are that the ASCAP 
rating committee will go into ac- 
tion. Revision of publishers’ stand- 
ings on the divvy list are beng made 
more frequently and more expan- 
five consideration is being given to 
the applications of the hithertofore 
minor firms. 
Among the recent relistings are 
the publishing houses of Mills Mu- 
sic, Inc., Phil Kornheiser, Inc., and 
Keit-Engel, Inc. Mills has been 
moved up a notch from B to B plus; 
Kornheiser up a grade from E to 
E plus; while the Keit-Engel re- 
classification also took it from B to 
B plus. 
The plussage on each classification 
means an extra divvy on the ecut- 
ting up of the royalty. Approxi- 
mately each class gets half of the 
preceding classification. For ex- 
ample, Class A has averaged $9,000 
per quarter. Class EB thus gets half 
of that or $4,500; Class C in turn 
receives half of Class B’s money, or 
$2,250, ete. However, Class BB, 
would thus get B’s $4,500, plus an 
extra $2,250, or $6,750. 

Class C, which would be entitled 
to $2,250, would bring te Class CC, 





ap extra $1,125 or, in ail, $3,376. 








Lit Scots cba REE 








_« VA RIE 7 4 


DREYFUSS IN 
BUY BACK DEAL 


It is virtually set for Max Drey- 





fuss to buy back his Harms music 


publishing business from Warner 


Bros. With the music exec’s con- 
tract expiring shortly, as an ad- 
visory officer, he is anxious to re- 
acquire his business and operate 
again for himself. WB has prac- 
tically okayed the deal. This will 
leave Warners with Witmarks and 
Remick of which the first is the 
more active house. 

So far only the least important 
Warner music affiliate, Famous 
Music Co., is understood to have 
paid back its original investment 
to its two co-owners. Both WDB 
and Paramount put up $25,000 for 
Famous, with that company repay- 
ing the $50,000. 

In the event of a Harms-Dreyfuss 
deal, Dreyfuss likely will also buy 
up WB's 50% interest in Famous 
This would have Par owning the 
remaining half. 

WB’s Big Loss 


So far, the $9,000,000 music deal 
for the various music publishing 
properties, including Brunswick- 
Balke-Collender Co., which was a 
costly investment, has been.a big 
loss to Warner Bros. 

Robert Crawford, president of 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., 
has since bought back that company 
from WB. Incidentally Crawford 
has also bought out his partners 
and is now sole owner of DeS., B. 
& H. 

Witmarks alone stood Warners 
around $900,000 and while that com- 
pany has been turning out many 
hit tunes the revenue hasn't ap- 
proached the investment. On top 
of that, WB has been saddled with 
expensive contracts for the execu- 
tives it retained and the new ones 
it installed including Dreyfuss, Joe 
Keit, when he headed Remick'’s, 
Buddy Morris, the Witmarks them- 
selves, Crawford, Herman Starr, etc. 


FOR 1 YR. LYMAN IS 
ON AIR EXCLUSIVELY 


Baltimore, Sept. 5. 


After the present month, Abe 
Lyman, currently at the Loew Cen- 
tury here, will take his band off the 
stage for a stretch of 52 weeks, 
confining all his attention to his 
commercials on the ether. 

Lyman goes on for another year’s 
ride on Phillips’ Magnesia, besides 
39 weeks for General Mills, and 
minimum runs of 13 weeks apiece 
for Danderine and Real Silk. Two 
more programs are now in negotia- 
tion. All start in October. 











‘Blondie’ Song Feist’s 

Feist is publishing a song out of 
Metro's ‘Blondie of the Follies,’ the 
Marion Davies film, away from 
Robbins, the M-G-M music publish- 
ing affiliate. Edmund Goulding, 
who directed the Davies pic, wrote 
the werds and music. 

Robbins had first call on the pub- 
lication rights to the number, but 
because of its present catalog it 
released it for whoever was inter- 
ested. 
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Hot Stuff 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Sam Coslow and Arthur 
Johnston have written a theme 
number for Paramount's ‘Hot 
Saturday.’ 
It's catled ‘I’m Burning for 
You.’ 











Wet Frisco All Set 
For Bullish Cafe Biz 
Whea and If Prohi Off 


San Francisco, Sept. 5. 
There's well over $1,000,000 in lo- 
cal coin ready to be socked into the 
cafe business the minute prohibi- 
tion is repealed, provided, of course, 





such action occurs, 


Number of deals that have been 
on and off during past six months 
have been postponed while angels 
and operators alike await the signal 
to untie the money bags. 


Wing and halo gentry won't re- 
lease their dough at present time 
because even they can see the 
racket is shot, spenders currently 
preferring to patronize speaks or 
buy a bottle and listen to the radio 
in privacy of apartments and homes. 


Negotiations just about completed 
this week for a cafe operator and 
his angel to open a downtown beer 
garden with plenty of tables and 
entertainment, planning to run on a 
near-beer policy until prohibition 
is an ogre of the past. 


Several big breweries, too, are 
all primed for action with plenty of 
thousands already being expended 
for equipment that will put plants 
in shape to operate full blast within 
a few hours’ time. 

Meanwhile, prohibition is just a 
four-sylable word in this damp 
town. | 


COLUMBO NIXES IDEA 
TO RADIO WITH LOPEZ 


Linit wanted Russ Columbo to fit 
in with Vincent Lopez’s orchestra 


for 2 radio commercial. Columbo 
nixed the idea of ditching the or- 
chestra he has built up around him- 
self and becoming a featured tenor 
soloist wih another combination. 
Linii is planning to come back on 
the air via NBC. It was last CBS. 











$25,000 Needed or Minn. 
Symp Can’t Make Tour 


Minneapolis, Sept. 5. 

Unless the $25,000 needed to in- 
sure continuance of the Minneapolis 
Symphony Orchestra is raised at 
once, the organization’s annual win- 
ter tour, considered of great adver- 
tising value to the city, will have to 
be called off, according to an- 
nouncement. 

Contracts with various cities can- 
not be signed until it is known for 
certain that there will be an orches- 
tra. Booking time in some of the 
cities included on the proposed tour 
cannot be held open much longer, 
it is explained, 


Still Feudin’ 


NBC is reported in accord with 
Russ Columbo to handle that croon- 
er exclusively, and officially not en- 
courage Bing Crosby under its 
auspices. 

Sole exception of course must .be 
shoul@ Crosby be specifically en- 
g ged by a commercial account 
which purchases NBC facilities, but 
otherwise NBC has more or less 
covenated itself not to build up 
Crosby as against Columbo. 

Crosby is the rival chain’s ace 
crooner. : 











Harry Akst, Maestro 
Culver City, Sept. 5. 


Frolics Gardens will be reopened 
Sept. 22 with Harry Akst and 14 








INTRODUCING 
“TELL ME WITH TULIPS” 
(That You'll Forget Me Not) 


By Little Jack Little and J. Fred Coots 
Another ‘Miller’ Hit Song 
(All Prof. Material Ready) 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


62 West 45th Street, New York City 


men in band. Floor show of 12 
girls and specialties will be pro- 
duced by Charlie Mosconi. 

Lee Moore, who was associated in 


management with Jack Lewis, will 
operate alone. 
Frolics went dark Sunday (28). 
Finale was highlighted by a fistic 
rzument starved by a customer and 











bi} one of the aitcaches, 





TRADE COMMISH ON 
BOOTLEG SONG SHEETS 


Federal 
taken recognition of the distribu- 
tion and sale of bootleg song sheets. 
It has issued a stipulation condemn- 
ing as unfair the use of captions on 
the sheets describing the contents 


as ‘popular song hits,’ ‘latest song 
hits,’ ‘Maurice Chevalier song hits,’ 
‘radio and screen song hits,’ or 
‘Broadway song hits.’ 


Authoring of the stipulation fol- 
lowed a hearing before the commis- 
sion of a Pittsburgh printer of 
bootleg verse sheets.- American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers had had him cited with 
the purpose of using the Federal 
Trade Commission's ban as’ added 
club in its efforts to suppress the 
practice. 


Only thing that the Government 
board can do about the situation is 
to warn a printer against continuing 
the thing, and if he persists, call 
the matter to the attention of the 
Department of Justice for prosecu- 
tion. 
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REOPENING 2 CLUBS 





Ramon- Rosita Preparing Both Their 
N. Y. Spots for Another Fling 





Ramon and Rosita will reopen 
their El Garon nite spot the same 
time ‘Humpty Dumpty’ (show), 
premiers on Broadway. Helen Mor- 
gan and DeLys and Clark will be 


there, the latter a male English 
singing team repeating at the 
Garon, 


Other class nite clubs are priming 
their fall debuts coincidental with 
the openings of some big musical 
show as a couvert charge break 
from the theatre bunch. 


Leo Reisman was slated for the 
Garon but bowed out on the offer. 

Ramon and Rosita will dance at 
their other self-owned spot, the El 
Patio, with Emil Coleman to con- 
tinue on the dance music and part- 
nership. R&R, as last year, will 
engage another team for the Garon, 
probably Dario and Irene again. 





Remick-Feist in Tiff 
Over Isham Jones Tune 


Tiff over the publication rights to 
Isham Jones’ song, ‘And I May 
Never Have to Dream,’ comes up 
before the. Society for arbitration 
this week. Remick and Feist both 
claim the number. 


George Piantadosi, general man- 
ager for Remick, accepted the song 
from Jones in Atlantic City, where 
he was conducting his orchestra at 
the hotel Ambassador, and advanced 
him $500 royalty. However, there 
was no contract. Feist claims a 
priority to the tune, calls attention 
to the no-contract phase, and in- 
sists on publishing it. 


Remick is said to have registered 
the title with the Society first. 





Literati 





(Continued from page 40) 


Price doesn’t sell that certain short- 
short, he will turn it into a novel. 

Joseph Freeman at Green Man- 
sion. 

Samuel Budin will go to Russia 
soon. 

Phil Schatz apt to do his next 
novel at an upstate farm. 

Lloyd Stern claims to have been 
a ‘tramp’ athlete. 

Robert L. Houseman, instructor in 
journalism at the University of 
Montana, ghost-wrote the current, 
‘Through the Communist Looking 
Glass,’ for which Harry Stekoll, 
Oklahoma oil man, is credited with 
authorship. 

J. B. Priestley will come over 
again if he can escape the ship news 
reporters. 

All 12 contributors to ‘Facing the 
Facts; An Economic Diagnosis,’ are 
Princeton profs. 

Character of Mordhom in ‘Cross- 
roads’ is supposed to be a take-off 
on Henry de Monfried. 

Nina Hamnet, who knew all the 
scribblers worth knowing, will have 
her reminiscences out soon. 

Catharine Brody is a ‘World’ 
alumnus. 

Frank Roche deserts sports desk 
at Los Angeles ‘Times’ to p. a. new 
racetrack at Arcadia, Cal. 

Ward Morehouse has started ex- 
creising daily. Thinks it may thin 
him down. 





Trade Commission has | 


CLUBS 





Between Rehearsals 





San Francisco, Sept. 5. 

Mickey Lippman, sax player 
witk Ted Fio-Rito’s Hotel St. 
Francis dance band, held up 
Lucky Strike rehearsals last 
Friday a.m. while he staged a 
surprise wedding to Dorothy 
Hartenstein, non-pro. 

Fio-Rito nor his men knew 
of the impending ceremony 
and were on the bandstand 
when Lippman produced a 
bride and a rabbi and went 
through the ceremony. 











Show Biz Conductors 


More Than Hold Own 
At Swanky Symphony 





Hollywood, Sept. 5. 
Two radio conductors and a stu- 
dio musical director whipped their 
batons over the Hollywood Bowl 
orchestra in a post-season benefit 


concert Tuesday (30) and did better 
than hold their own with the four 
regular symphony leaders. that 
shared the stand with them. 

Highlight of the program was 
Alfred Newman's delivery of his 
own ‘Street Scene’ suites, from the 
United Artist film. This was the 
first time a picture score was lifted 
for inclusion in a classic bill. Piece, 
divorced from the picture, revealed 
a virile treatment of the city theme, 
done in the manner of a hard-boiled 
Gereuvwin. 

Raymond Paige, ace coast con- 
ductor for CBS, deserted KHJ for 
the night to lead the huge combo 
through three pieces that comprised 
the music for the Ernest Belcher 
Olympic ballet. Paige, who hit 
radio by way of picture house pit 
work, demonstrated plenty of ver- 
satility in his readings, particu- 
larly hard since he had to syne with 
the dancers behind him on the 
apron. 

Charles Shepherd gave a spirited 
rendition of the ballet music from 
‘Le Cid.’ Shepherd is from KFI, 
local NBC outlet. 

In all, the three men from show 
business added a strong touch of 
freshness and popular appeal to 
what should have been just another 
symphony program. No question as 
to their musicianship, their ability 
to handle the 100 piece orchestra 
or to get the full value out of the 
Bowl’s outdoor acoustics. 


FOX DROPS CONTRACT 
TUNESTERS; SOLO JOBS 


Hollywood, Sept. 5. 

Fox will eliminate policy of hold- 
ing songwriters under contract, and, 
instead will engage the tunesters as 
needed, at a flat price for each pic- 
ture. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert went off contract, 
but is returning later for one pic- 
ture. Only contractee currently is 
James Hanley, whose agreement has 
several weeks to run. 


SPOKANE ROADHOUSE BURNED 


Spokane, Sept. 5. 

Albert Commellini’s Ambassador 
club, exclusive night spot, burned 
to the ground over the week-end. 
Located outside city limits, fire was 
out of control when discovered. 
Loss will exceed $50,000. Commel- 
lini expects to rebuild. 

Insurance totaled $8,500 on the 
membership-only c'ub. Fire said to 
have been caused through defective 
wiring. 














ROSE SUES MACK GORDON 


Mack Gordon, of the songwriting 
team of Harry Revel and Gordon, 
accepted a $150 advance from Billy 
Rose for some special songs for 
Rose’s revue, but is alleged to have 
failed to deliver either the songs or 
the money. The $150 was on ac- 
count of a $500 advance at the time. 

Rose is now suing to recover the 
yard and a half. Because Gordon 
lives in Long Beach, the suit is 
brought in the Supreme Court there. 





ANOTHER SONGWRITERESS 


Wanda Nash, formerly of the 
vaude act of Norworth and Nash, 
now on the writing staff of Law- 
rence Music. 

Has already had accepted for 
publication, ‘I Want to Be Made,’ 
and is having another, ‘There's 
Rhythm in Your Love,’ melodized 





Rita Weiman en route home. 


by Victor Young. 


‘Tuesday, September 6, 1938 
= 


ERPI, MUSIC 
MEN IMPASSE 


With Warner Brothers determinea 
to make its own synchronizing deal 
and both Fox Films and Metro« 
Goldwyn-Mayer now figuring on 
sticking to their own catalogs fos 
music, the efforts of the Music Pub« 
ishers’ Protective Association ang 
ERPI to get together on a new li< 
censing agreement have become 


more tangled than ever. Previoug 
contract between the latter two ore 
ganizations expired yesterday (5), 
leaving the picture companies using 
ERPI equipment to go along with. 
out any definite terms to guide 
them. 


Two things are accountable for 
holding up the mapping out of a 
new agreement between M. P. P. A, 
and ERPI. One is the attitude 
taken by the publishers’ combine 
that it will not go into the detailg 
of another contract until ERPI hag 
first settled the $800,000 ‘bootleg 
seat tax suit pending against it in 
the courts. Other snag that the 
M. P. P. A. has to contend with is 
the breaking away from the fold of 
Warner Brothers and the threats 
ened going on its own of Fox Films, 
Attitude taken by ERPI is that un- 
less is serves as the agent for all 
the picture companies using its 
equipment, the M. P. P. A. will have 
to make its new agreement with the 
individual producers, 


WB, Fox, M-G-M Adamant 


Warner Brothers has_ declared 
that under no circumstances will it 
do any music licensing through 
ERPI. If any pressure is brought 
to force it into line, WB has also let 
it be known that it will refrain 
from using music controlled by the 
M. P. P. A. and restrict themselves 
to the catalogs of their own pub- 
lishing affiliates, Harms, Remick 
and Witmark. 

Fox Films’ stand is that it can 
fill its synchronizing needs out of 
the Sam Fox Music Ce., with which 
it has an interlocking affiliation, and 
the recently organized Movietone 
Music Co., which it controls and 
publishes through Sam Fox. 


Similarly, Metro’s recent moves 
indicates that it intends to have 
nothing further to do with ERPI, 
but to rely wholly for its music 
sources upon its own publishing 
subsidiary, Robbins. Not only has 
Metro declined to make formal no- 
tice to the M. P. P. A. of its readi-¢ 
ness to continue i.s a member of th@ 
ERPI licensee group, but it side- 
stepped several requests from the 
electric outfit as to whether it 
would be okay for ERPI to repre- 
sent Metro in the new agreement 
~syyitbgean te 


PUBLISHERS WANT 
75c ORCHESTRATIONS 


Music publishers are now after & 
75c selling price for orchestrations, 
Cost now is 50c. 

It was 35c at one time and that 
price was a gag as they were more 
or less freely handed out for the 
plugs. But with the public per- 
formances inspiring but limited 
sales across the sheet music count- 
er, the publishers feel that pro- 
fessional musicians should pay 
more for their music. 

Move for the new price is com- 
ing up for ratification at the next 
publishers’ meetEns. 








HERE AND THERE 





Eddie Elkins will probably pur- 
vey the music at Barney Gallant's 
West 3d St. cafe this fall. 





New idea being tried out in De- 
troit is a ‘Woodwinds Trio,’ formed 
by Lare Vardreau, Charles Staltman 
and David Weber. Instruments are 
flute, oboe and clarinet. 





Ace Brigode and his Virginians 
will return to Chicago to*start the 
season at Merry Garden ballroom 
Sept. 10. Currently at Coney Island, 
Cincinnati. 





Mary Dobbs probably holds the 
time record for an organist at 4 
single theatre in Colorado. She has 
just celebrated her ninth anniver- 





sary at the Fox Isis, Denver. 
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OBITUARY 


RICHARD O. OBEE 


Richard O. Obee, 65, veteran thea- 
trical road manager, died by suicide 
in San Francisco, Aug. 27. 

Wife, left penniless through 
Obee’s insurance lapsing througn 
non-payment, and a daughter in 
England, survive. : 

A news account appears in the 
legit section of this issue. 





CHARLES CALVERT CARTER 

Charles Calvert Carter, 73, died 
Aug. 29 of a heart ailment at his 
home in Long Beach, Calif. He had 
been in pictures for 20 years. Was 
known as the ‘perfect butler,’ and 
appeared in films with Mary Pick- 
ford, the late Wallace Reid, Harold 
Lloyd and others. He retired two 
years ago. 





E. J. WILKINS 
Edward J. Wilkins, 66, former 
vaude trouper, died Aug. 30 in 





Rochester, N. Y., after two years’ 


dent. F'uneral services for both will 
be held in Chicago. 

News account of the accident ap- 
pears in the vaudeville section of 
this issue, 





WARREN HOWSON 

Warren‘ Happy’ Howson, 33, for- 
merly of the vaudeville team of 
Lester, Howson and Clark, was 
killed Aug. 28 in an automobile ac- 
eident near Detroit. His partner, 
Merton Shields, was badly injured 
but may live. Howson has been 
doing radio work. 





JOHN S. FEARIS 
John 8S. Fearis, 65, composer of 
‘Beautiful Isle of Somewhere,’ and 
many other songs and cantatas, 
died Sept. 2 at Lake Geneva, Wis. 
Survived by a brother, a nephew 
and two nieces. 


JEANNE JOMELLI 
Mme. Jeanne Jomelli, soprano, 
who made her debut at the Metro- 








Marcus Loew 





illness. He began career as a 
trapeze performer at Chicago 
World’s Fair in 1893 with Eddie 
Moore, later noted as a clog dancer, 
as his partner. He was on the 
Keith circuit for years in comedy 
sketches ‘The Boy Tramp’ and ‘The 
Boy Bootblack.’ 

Survived by his mother, a brother 
and two sisters. 





GUY OLIVER 

Guy Oliver, 54, died Sept. 1, in the 
Holiywood hospital, Hollywood, fol- 
lowing a long illness. In pictures 
since 1908, Oiver had worked with 
Jesse L. Lasky since 1916 under a 
verba! contract. 

Oliver’s first screen performance 
was with the old Lubin company. 
Then followed appearances in Ec- 
Jair. Kinemacolor and Selig pic- 
tures. He is said to have played 
in 600 films. Widow, son, and 
daughter survive. 





WILLIE BERGER 


- Willie Berger, former RKO booker, 
died Sept. 3 from injuries suffered 
in an automobile accident the pre- 
vious Thursday (1) near Newcastle, 
Pa. Derger’s seven-year-old daugh- 
ter wag killed. outright in the acci- 


politan in 1906, died in San Fran- 
cisco Aug. 29. 
there since her retirement in 1917. 
Was the wife of W. O, Backus, who 
survives her. 





Pearl Dillon Long, 57, former wife 
of Ray Long, and herself prominent 
in editorial work, died in San Jose, 
Cal., Aug. 29, after an illness of four 
years. 





Alvin L. Johnson, 47, office man- 
ager for Paramoun* in Denver, died 
there Aug. 31. Survived by his 
widow and two children. 





Milan Lusk, Chicago violinist who 
had achieved great success in Eu- 
rope, cied Aug. 31 in Prague fol- 
lowing an operation for cancer of 
the stomach, 





David Lawson, 55, newspaper man 
in Los Angeles, died there Aug. 30. 
He was planning to leave to take 
charge of a paper in the Philip- 
pines. 





Robert Thorpe, 72, former band- 
master, died in Yonkers Aug. 28. 





Lee Morton, former Tex Guinan 
girl, died in an auto accident at 
Gulfport, Miss., Aug. 29. 








LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Addrese Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 











Baggett Wm J 
Burke George Elman L D 


Collier Jack Girard Frances 


Del Rio Bobby Lewis Janette 
CHICAGO OFFICE 
Barstow R & I 
Black John §S 
Boyd Lewis 
Brent John C 


MacCarthy Frank 
Noblet Venza 

Clayton Dolores M| Randall Fred 
Fitzpatrick Chas Sherwood Sherry S 


Howard Joe Verobell Mdm 





Johnson Winifred Walton Mary 








RKO STATE-LAKE 
CHICAGO 
Giant RKO Kevue 


“LA VIE PAREE”’ 


On the Screen 


“PASSPORT TO HELL” 








— ait 





@ BOOKLET ON HOW | 





‘TO MAKE UP - 


MAKE UP 


M. Stein Cosmetic Co. PURITY UNQUESTIONED | 


+ MADISON AVE. 7. x, 








Serr. ¥ FOR HALF A CENTURY 








The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory ‘that 
makes any set of Reeds 

made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 












. - 277-279 Columbus Ave. 
Free Catetngnes San Francisco, Cat. 





Hollywood 


William Deitz, cameraman, filed 
Municipal court suit to recover 
$1,175 from Kendall-deVally Opera- 
logue Co. for trick photography and 
filming of ‘Walpurgis Nights,’ two- 
reel opera. 








Gene Morgan, m.c., who operated 
the Pyramid club, sued by Milton 
Weinberg for $312 theatre program 
advertising bill. 





Southwest Portland Cement Co. 
filed $426 Municipal court suit 
against Adolph Ramish, who acted 
as agent for the building of a local 
synagogue. 





Ernesto Vilches, Spanish film 
player, sued by Jacob Bochner for 
$208 as result of an auto accident 
a year ago. 





Charles M. Canfield, boxoffice man 
for Theatre and Music Guild at the 
Mason, filed a $114 wage claim 
against the company, which failed 
to open ‘Rose of Flanders.’ Makes 
$352 in claims against the guild. 





George Bridges, musician, filed a 
week's wage claim for $27 against 
Torf & Pelton, operating a tent 
dramatic stock show in Inglewood. 


Virginia O’Donnell, dancer and 
wife of William O’Donnell, Warner 
assistant director, was awarded a 
divorce and $100 a month alimony. 
Said her husband didn’t like her 
friends. 





Manny Wolfe, Paramount writer, 
has filed intention to marry Adele 
Cutler, dancer, last in ‘Hullabaloo.’ 

Isadore Freleng, film cartoonist, 
and Lillian Lorraine Schonfeld, 
non-pro, have applied for a mar- 
riage license. Also James H. An- 
derson, picture’ technician, and Es 
ter N. Gifford. 


She had been living 





RAIN HURTS 


Wis. Fair Gets Drenching—Circus 
Tries Show in Mud Sea 
Milwaukee, Sept. 5. 

The principal opposition encoun- 
tered by the 82nd Wisconsin State 
Fair, held at Milwaukee, Aug. 28 to 
Sept. 2, was the wrong kind of 
weather. 

A rain storm that got into the 
cloudburst class preceded opening 
time. Many of: the exhibitors were 
delayed on their way. 

The Hagenbeck-Wallace circus, 
set up opposite the grand stand, 
was devoid of a big top for the fair 
date. The rain made the circus 
grounds almost impassable, but all 
it did to the circus folks was to de- 
lay their opening. They put on their 
show with everything they had ina 
sea of mud, 

The circus went on daily at 2 and 
8 with the races keeping right on 
during performances. 


WALLACE SHOW IN OHIO, 
ROUTE TO OCT. REPORT 


Canton, O., Sept. 5. 

Hagenbeck Wallace circus returns 
to Ohio this week, coming in at 
Toledo, Labor Day, the latest the 
show has been routed in this terri- 
tory in many years. Columbus will 
be played Sept. 6, with other Ohio 
spots to follow. 

Both Sells-Floto and the Ringling 
shows have played both cities 
eerlier_in the season. | 

With the Barnes circus going into 
winter quarters Sunday and the 
Sells-Floto scheduled to close on 
Labor Day, this leaves only the 
H-W outfit and the big show as the 
two Ringling units remaining out. 
Reports are to the effect that the 
Hagenbeck show will continue on 
the road until about the first week 
in October. ‘ 


Chi World Fair Juice 
Rights Bring $60,000 


Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Ed Carruthers has acquired the 
Orange Crush concession at the 
Chicago World’s Fair. It cost him 
$60,000. 

Ted Weems, the orchestra leader, 
is understood to have the Frozen 
Custard concession for $50,000. It 
is not reported what attitude cream- 
ery interests also participating in 
the Fair will take toward the Frozen 
Custard, which cuts in on ice cream 
sales. 

In other parts of the country 
dairymen have made trouble on oc- 
casions for the synthetic sweet. 


3,000 in K. C. Spec 


A combination spectacle and 
fireworks display of the ‘Last Days 
of Pompeii’ will be staged in the 
Pole Grounds on the night of Sept. 
27 by the New York chapter of the 
Knights of Columbus, Planned that 
the spec will be repeated on subse- 
quent evenings. 

It is announced that 3,000 per- 
sons will appear in the spec, also 
a symphony orchestra. Show will 
also have circus acts. 


























Circuses 





(For current week, Sept. 5 to 10) 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 


Sept. 5, Toledo; 6, Columbus; 7, Spring 
field; 8 Richmond; 9, Terre Haute; 10, 
Evansville; 12, Paducah, Ky. 


Ringling Bros. 


Sept. 5, St. Louis; 6, Springfield; 7, 
Tulsa; 8, Ponca City. 
Sells-Floto 


Sept. 5, Atlanta, Ga.; 6, Rome; 7, Gads- 
den; 8, Tuscaloosa; 9, Birmingham; 10, 


Florence. 
Carnivals 


(For current week, Sept. 5 to 10) 


Alamo—Pittsburgh. 

Cetlin & Wilson—Wheeling. 
Coleman Bros.—Lewiston, Me. 
Corey Greater—Hatfield. 

Crafts Greater—Vislia. 

Diamond Sistere—Columbus Jnct., 
Empire City—Pearlisburg. 
Endy—Hatfield, Pa. 
Galler—McMinnville. 
Gloth-—Wilmington. 
Greenburg—Amm.—Clay Center, 
Krause Greater, Bristol, Va. 
Landes, J. L., Manhattan. 
Langs Oe, Jerseyville, 11). 
Page, J. J., Wise, Va. 
Pearson, C. LE, Bridgeport. 
Roberts & Ramish, Timonium, Md. 
Royal American, Elkhorn. 

Rabin & Cherry, Minneapolis. 
Sol’s Liberty, Gerlaw. 

Tidwell, T. J., Miami, Okla. 
Vernon Bros., Wilson. 

Wade; W. G., Imlay City. 

West Bros., Brownstown. 

West, W. E., Wetmore, Kans 
Zeiger, C. F., Akron, Cok 








Iowa. 


Kan. 
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Toronto Fair’s Big Gross 








(Continued from page 1) 


and a choir of 2,000. Production cost 
is supposed to be $150,000. Pageant 
is written and directed by Charlie 
Ross and a corps of assistants, Ross 
having been on this end for about 
20 years. 

Color and simplicity seem to be 
dominant characteristics of the 
pageant. No time has been wasted 
on miniature effects, the whole be- 
ing done before a Windsor Castle 
cut-out and backdrop of heroic pro- 
portions. Leading off the pageant 
is the band of the 48th Highland- 
ers in feather bonnets, swinging 
kilts and plaids; then the green- 
uniformed Queen’s Own Rifles; the 
white helmets and scarlet tunics of 
the Toronto Regiment; the gray of 
the Toronto Scottish; the scarlet 
and bearskins of the Grenadiers; 
the glittering helmets of the Royal 
Canadian dragoons; and the white 
and scarlet of the Governor-Gen- 
eral’s bodyguard. 

Gathering of the troops of the 
Empire starts out with the invasion 
of Britein by the Roman legions and 
up through history with the Knights 
Crusaders, King Arthur’s bow-men, 
Cromwell's roundheads, voyageurs 
of French Canada, troops of Mont- 
calm and Wolfe, Brock and Well- 
ington and the navy units in his- 
toric garb. Far-flung empire units 
include New South Wales Lancers 
from Australia; British Lifeguards, 
Bengal Lancers from India, Scot- 
tish Highlanders, South Africans, 
Irish and men of the Royal navy. 
Brittania and empire builders are 
also present. 

Unfortunately, on opening night, 
the British Lions, drawn up in 
cages Cown front, upset the musical 
ride of the Toronto mounted police, 
the nags snorting with fear. Now 
the kings of the jungle are hauled 
back-stage before the mounted con- 
tingents make their appearance. 

$196,300 Net Last Year 

Last year 1,860,000 people clicked 


the turnstiles. Profits are assured 
for all and, if the extent of these 
may have decreased in the past two 
or three years through general 
business conditions, there's still a 
profit for all. 


ure profit. Last year, the net totalled 
$196,300, important money at any 
time for a two weeks’ production, 
even with a capital tie-up of $21,- 
000,000 in land, buildings and equip- 
ment. 

Model Shows of America again 
got the carnival rights, a plum 
they’ve had for five consecutive 
years. For the previous five or six 
years the Rubin & Cherry Shows 
had the concession. Although the 
peasants don’t know it, they’re still 
getting the same show. When the 
Cc. N. E. officials thought the pub- 
lic might be getting tired of the 
R. & C. lineup, Rubin Gruberg sim- 
ply changed the name of the or- 
ganization, bought a flock of new 
fronts and again snaffled the con- 
tract as the Model Shows of Amer- 
ica. He's supervising the produc- 
tion end up here with William J, 
Hilliar as publicity manager, 


The carnival scoop of the season 
is the presence of the Ubangi sav- 
ages, rented to Gruberg by Ring- 
ling Bros. The midway this year 
is also the longest the Ex. has ever 
had. They’re carrying 27 shows and 
18 rides, plus two new baby rides, 
In the carnival are 437 people. 
There’s the usual rodeo outfit with 
40 riders and 50 head of stock, in- 
cluding buffaloes, Chaplitsky’s Rus- 
sian midgets, congress of fat peo- 
ple, high-diving water-circus, ete, 
Fronts are new and use of fresh 
paint has been lavish. The outfit 
has never lost money here despite 
the expenses and high transporta- 
tion costs up to Canada. 


Florida Shows, Inc., are also here 
with 30 or 40 Seminole swamp In- 
dians in native village, an alligator 
battling act, an animal show and 
another high-diving act. 





Circus Wins in First 
Nutmeg Poster Battle 


Waterbury, Conn., Sept. 5. 

The Sells-Floto circus has won 
a court victory in the first bill post- 
ing suit ever contested here. The 
court handed down a decision for 
the circus in the $200 civil action 
started by Julia Brady of this city. 
Alleged illegal posting of bills for 
the 1930 circus was grounds for 
the suit. The plaintiff gave notice 
of appeal. 

In the past the circuses have set- 
tled such suits, which are mumerous 
here, out of court. 


Carney Sidetracked by 
L.A. Fair; Sideshow In 


Los Angeles, Sept. 5. 


For the first time in 10 years Los 
Angeles County Fair, opening Sept. 
16, wi'l be without a carnival outfit 
on the fair grounds. Barnes circus 
sideshow and several pit shows will 
be the only attractions outside of 
the free acts. For past five years, 
Orville Craft shows, carney, has had 
the exclusive on the entertainment. 

Free acts this year are the Bruno 
Weiss Trio, the Kitchens, flying act; 
Albertina, wire act; Kellogg’s Ara- 
bian Horses and Sam Garrett, roper. 
All set by Charles Hatch of the 
RKO office. 











‘Iowa State’s $50,000 Red 


Des Moines, Iowa, Sept. 5. 
An allowance of $20,000 to re- 
duce a deficit of the 1932 Iowa state 
fair has been granted to the state 
fair board by the state legislative 
committee on retrenchment and re- 
form. 
Action was taken before the fair 
ended when it was estimated that 
the defiicit was at least $50,000. 
The cost of the 1931 fair was 
$286,852.15 and it closed with a defi- 
cit of $60,000. The budget for this 
year’s exposition was fixed at 
$240,000. 


RODEO SUBS FOR TEX. 
FAIR’S ANNUAL SHOW 


Dallas, Sept. 5. 
In line with complete reorganiza- 
tion, Texas state fair turning, for 
first time in years, to outdoor shows 
for the gate pull. Hoot Gibson’s 


Golden State ranch rodeo spotted as 
ace attraction with plently of bally. 
In contrast to established policy of 
musical hits, mostly operettas, in 
vogue since 1925 and with guaran- 
tees ranging from 10 to 90 G’s. This 
year Alice Joy’s ‘Dream Girl’ show 
takes the short end of billing and 
considerably less cash. 

Staff revamp leaves Herbert Car- 
penter out as acting mgr. C. A. 
Wortham, son of late Clarence 
Wortham, succeeds J. C. Thomas to 
handle midway operated by 
Wortham Riding Device Co. 

Fair scheduled for Oct. 8-23. 





Elephant’s Slip Almost 
Hurt H-W Act Seriously 


Milwaukee, Sept. 5. 

Wanda Wentz, 19, with the Hag- 
enbeck-Wallace circus at the State 
fair, narrowly escaped serious in- 
jury when an elephant kneeling dur- 
ing the course of her act slipped 
injuring her leg. Attendants prodded 
the animal away from her and car- 
ried the unconscious performer from 
the field. 

The accident resulted undoubtedly 
because of a heavy downpour that 
put the circus grounds in poor 
shape. No tent was used for the 
fair engagement the show being set 
up in front of the grand stand, 
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THE BEST ANSWER TO WHAT THE KIDS 





... YOUNG AND OLD.. WANT IN PICTURES 








A Picture for the Entire Family...Grand- bart A VA 
pop, Grandma, Mother, Dad and the | 
Kiddies. A Natural for Exploitation :..a 


cinch for a box-office record-smasher) 


HAROLD LLO 


in the Best Picture of his Glorious Career 


‘MOVIE CRAZY 


with Constance Cummings Pe 
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Produced by : 
: YS HAROLD LLOYD 
: X . Corporation; 
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